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TAD. 
Washington, D. C., 
‘May 6, 1909, 
Professor ¢. Y% Piper, 
Off ice. 
Deer Prof, Piper: 
: Tn regard to the talc we had yesterday about the various 
grasses, I sent in from Ching, leanchurie, and Koren, I am acting 
upon your suggestion. and send you herewkth a list of names with | 
their 5.PsI. number's. 
Hoping you will be able to supply me at your earliest 


congenience with a few brief notes about their behavior, T am 





Yours very truly, 


WRARK NH. METERe 


_—_ | | Washington, De C. 

’ - June 24, 1909. 
ae Dear lr. Fairehild: 

i | | As I reported to you verbally some weks ago, 1 hed a 
P es long talk with Mr. Taylor about trying to prevent the wholesale 


failures of making pear and Crataegus selons grow on arrival 


ine. here in the United States, swh as we experionce with the material 








sent in from Asia. 
> Now, my idea is to treat the various caterial in the 
fubure the game way you did the persimmons, vise, to select a 
fow good establishments where a certain product is mde a spec- 
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7H. 
falty of. Mr, feylor suggests the followin: firma; for northern 
and Turopean pears, MLlwanger & Barry, Rochester, N. Y.; for pears 
from gouthern localities and oriental pears especially, “+ Be 
“Holkes, Buntaville, Ale. for large fruited Chinese haws, Meehans 
Nurseries, Oreshertown, Pas; where they mke a specialty of 
Orataegus, or Wms He Moon Coe, Morrievillie, Pas, where the expert 
propagator, Mr. Barthrop, ia leceted, with whom tr. Seyler is 
acquainted. — 
Por peaches, - still have to find a few men, although 
I think that the Glen St. Mary's Mmrseries could probably handle 
them as auccessfully ae they did the persimmons. 
Trusting that arrengements with the above parties can 
be made - the time Iam going out again, I remain 
. Very sincerely yours, 


FRANK He MYR 


Washington, De Cs» 
| August 5, 1909, 
Rs Dwar Mr, FPairohild: 
Let me thank you tindly for your pretty postel from 
: | Quabes, Yes, the change of climate from this humid sweat-box 
to bracing Canada mast have beon great and still, do you know 


that the very afternoon you left & cool wave began to descent 
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751, 

upon ue here and it has been even cold these last nichts. Dr. 
and Mra. Wann shivered in their beds “In the Woods,” 

Wheat news I have, well quite some. Yesterday I have 
been bonded and hed the sensation of having « check for #000 
in ay hané efter having run through the Preagury Department for 
about four hourm Ur. Longe took it all woon him, if Y¥ had been 
alone, it might have taken two days. Yesterday my new anorinte 
ment together with Letter of Authorization came and today at 
last my letter of instructions, Doesn't it go slow? Th ace 
tually seems to get worse, this red tape mchinery. This moming 
Di» Galloway had a telk with me and then we went to see the 
Secretary to whom we explained the eim and vrurposes of this 
coming trip, The Setretery felt obliged to my that whet he 
wanted so9v6 a1] things were graine and legumes. Fruits, he 
Said, we do not want really. The world gould get along just 
as well without them. 

Well, that is his view, of course. Sut in case we 
sould show him right now how #mch money the peach crop alone 
is bringing in these last days, perhays he would come to terme. 
Anyway, he wished me good luck snd 4 pleasant journey and we 
departed on the best of terms, I believe or. Gillowsy was 

. decidedly pleased that matters have moved along so nicely. 

Yoday I hove settled my financial affairs and have 
sworn again to defend the Constitution, etc., and now the crest 
packing-in is coming and some time next week i hope to leave 
for England. 
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762. 

fhe Primoet camera hasn't arrived as yet. We have 
wired to Crandall about it and got reply beck. Mr. Baker said 
he delivered it to Crandali and Crandall says he didn't get it. 
fhe near fujure will learn us what has happened, 

Ur. Yan Vieet left again for his old heme in Little 
Silver to wait there fora definite order from Mr. Dorsett. It 
Was 6 disappointment Go him to have to wait so long. Mr. Vester 
is in Washington, He is still» siek mn. He weighs only 110 
powids, He eit though, he is improving delly and likes it 
better here than in Ashville, North Carolina, 

The new cents have come out with Lincoln's imge on 
them ‘They are very artistic coins indeed end a brisk trade 
is done in them by news boys; the rates were today 2¢ apiece 
or 3 for a nickel. 

ae is afternoon we have head a severe thunderstorm here. 


e 
Ewould not be a D1t auxyprised if sver one inch of rain had. 


faliem. i do hope it rained out on your place, too, for the 


stuff need some water. 


And how axe yeu bebh getting alomc over there in the 
Old Worid ¢ JI hepe you had a yery ple@vaat trip. 

‘Well, I guess I better aondlude for this time. With 
pest wishes and regards for both Mrs. Pairchild and yoursel?, 
q remain 
- Youre moet sincerely, 

PRANK N, PAYS. 


uy address will be c/o Parr’s Bank Lim., 4 Bartholomew 
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753. 
Wew York City, BH. Y. 
August iS, Lvl. 
Mr. B, A, Young, 
Washington, D. ¢, 
Dear Fr, Young 
I forgot in ali that hurrying to give you my address. 
Please forward ang mail to the above, Theat is, wait until there 
is an aceowmlation of several letters and then send them up in 
a bunch. t also though my 7.5. would te better in a drawer 
gomewhare. 
#ell, goodbye, thon, 
Gneerely yours, 


PARK TN. ETS 


Cunard Hel’.S, “Carmanis," 
August 16, 1309. 
Doar Me. Dorsett: 
As you probably know, ere thie letter reaches you, T 
five left America and hate started my second crest journey which 
mey last acain a few YORE Se Well, Tam glad i am again on the 


yond. Ag you realize, it was pretty herd on me there in hot and 


humid Washington and to be coped up in thet little office. I 


hope X will never be agnin subjected to such a compulsory sit- 


down~at-your-deek trestment, Not thet the journey I intend to 
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male will be of the easiest, oh ND» far from it, but then one 
has a different life altogether. A vad day is forgotten when 
a good thing turns up and there 12 a change all the time. In 
my thoughts I live again a fow ae fhead and see all the 
material I collected, growing here and there in the United 
States and maybe when I am older I will have a station of my 
own where I can creete auch plents ana shrubs sg there is @ 
med Torre | 

We ave here of a very Luxurious vessel and there are 
stewarde and waiters galore. They will all hold their hends up 


next Sunday morning when we hope to isma in Liverpool; as Unele 


“Sam allows but $6.00 for combined tips, we will have to add some 


thing of our own. The weather we have experienced up te the 
present hag been very verious, ‘Sunday and Monday were simply 
fierce, The bont rolling up and down, the tawerine’ eaves, and 


I assure you that a gpodly gart of the passengers (didn't eat 


much and.gome even hod to give in to the sea thet which didn’t 


want to stay within thom, Mow do you like the sea? I myself 
vonaider it » real auissance and would mot miAd it a Dit Lf we 
aguld overbridge 14 with some sort of =. material ani mike terra 


firma from it. 4% that I get seasick, mo, not at all, but f 


gonsider it such a waste of time to stay uboard » ship for such 


a number of daye or sometimes evon weexs. 


Aml mow, how is your Journey proceeding? E know you 


had a big job there in Wieml. I hope you found Brooksville a 


whole lot easier than the above place, I envy you your trip 
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755. 
through California. I reslly wish I conld heve found en sppor~ 
vanity thie summer to have paid a visit te the Coast. Well, 
some other times 
You are having Dr. Yen Fleet with you now ss ea com 
panion, I hope he will find the Chico garden esnzenial to his 
wished As you Know, he is really used to somewhat more than 
i ®& veguler propagating garden. J! wonder what your sensations 
will be after reaching Chico, where you spent eo many hours in 
Sorrow ari in vatiefastion, Tt is @ geod thing anywey, that 
you ere mking thie long trip hefore settling down to the real 
work, It will tbe of as great a benefit to yourself as to our 
office in genersl. 
Leet night we hed se concert and minstrel show aboard 
this boat. It was quite a break in the sputum of sea Life 
and the money they collected went to the Liverpool Asylum for 
Orphas whose fathers hed perished throuch deneers anc perils 
: fe of the sea, thay epllested ebout 290.00 from the paeeangerte 
‘Quite aomething, @h, whem you reelinze thet after o11 the boet 
is only helf full. 
| Well, do you know I wish IT wee already in Central 
Asia. “his long trip T have ty teke throuwch Turope ls worrying 
ma geome for T have to pees severe) frontiers and all my baggage 
: will be examined every time, YT will try to ship the bulk of it 
to 3b. Petersburg direct, although I rum the cangsr of having 


it digappeer somewhere. “xploration hes its worries tool 
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766. 
Well, cnother dey or two end we will sight Ireland 





vhere this letter vill be landed and tell you tiet I reached 
the other eide, 
P e . Goodbye; best regerad te all of those who Anow ties 
Sincerely yours, 


FRANK EH. METER 


sh Cunard B.S. “Carmania.” 
August 19, 1909, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
‘sla You are vorobably aware ere this letter reaches you 
thet T have started my secon’ great tripe Tes, things work in 
& husry these lest times. My pecking~in of 211 the stuff I have 
tq take with me bothered me some, bot T eet it «11 %&% mow and 
was able to see it aboard om time. T wonder whet kind of weather 
| you expertenced when crossin: this yond, We haven't been very 
| lueky. Saturde y ven a fine day, but Sunday and londay were 
Bi Fierce, Rapecieally on Vondey the attendance at the dinner tables 


wee pitifully amill. fvesdey and yesterday were fair days, but 









today the breese is crowing etroncer agin ana rain cores down once 
in awhile. t despive the sea and hope we will be able some dey 

a to invent « materiel that will overbridge it and upen which we 

} will be able te live, Wow about eveporstion, you will eay. ch, 


well, wo will oonstruet reservoirs end practice more irrigstion 
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than we do now. The world will have to do that anywey as thie 
globe of our getes to be older. 

& few days before I left Yashington I spent the night 
with ore And Mra. Mann on your plece. 7 guwe advice in certain 
matters of trangplenting and cultivation bub omy sy hat in 
general the place is in very good shape. Phe Chinese poplars 
have grown a few more feet and those Chinese cabbages are bee 
elmming to look wonderfully good, I sm real sorry I won't see 
‘on te perfection, Te ia dry aroun Wishing as in faet in the 
whole that. let us hope they hed some wehtweather since, 

You probably received itr, Younc's letter re the 
camera. I hope te find it at Brown Broa» Really sbiastaes this 
incident of Mrae Bell, after she herself head gotten considerably 
exeited about our supposed Crandalls agtione in this matter. 

In Mrs Fischer's remrt on his visit to the Arnold 

_Avboretum he mentions the faot that a conaiderable mamber of 
Wilaon's plants may be lost again te the American public awd nag 
to thety not being hardy in Magsachugetts. Couldn't we put 
gone in our new station in Yrooksville, where the climate 

| recemblea Jepan‘and Central China very much, indded, #5 geeng 
® ashame for a rich and lenge country lize the United “tstes to 
ve not aven able to take care of some rare and valuable planta! 

This ship ia a Luxurtows ohe and there are stewards, 
waiters ani attendants gelore. They all will hold up their 


hands next Gunday morning when we hope to land in Liverpool. 
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people too on a luxurious vessel never become so intimate with one 
another as on smaller or less elegantly outfitted ships. In fact, 
these boats are more or less floating hotels and people behave 
accordingly. Last night we had a concert and minstrel show for 
the benefit of Orphans of geamen. It was quite a suscess and 
there was nearly (990.00 collected. Ye have the American Am 
bassedor to Japan aboard (Mr. O’Brien). He acted as chairman 
to this enterfeinment and at the end the audience sang "Hy 
Country *Tia of The." and "God Shave the King.” after that the 
majority hunted up their bunks and no doubt dreamed the sweet 
dreams of the innocents. 

Well, and how are you and Mrs, Fairchild getting along 
in turope. I hope you fomi some beautiful, quiet places after all. 
I myself, too, would not mind if I could find a poetics spot | 
where the idea of a real rest gould penetrate me, for strange 
to my, the sea gives me no rest. Just the opposite, I begrudge 
myself the great amount of sleep she gives me, for sleep is often 
4& waste. 

| Well, a few more days and Queenstown will appear before 
our oyes and this meaungs will probably be landed there telling 
you my approach to the tight-little, bright~Little island. 

With best wishes and greetings to you both, I remain 

Yours moot sincerely, 
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dugust 31, 1909. 

‘Dear Er. Fairchild; 

fo suy that Iam sorry I did not meet you here in old 
England ie only a mild way of expressing ity it really was pain- 
ful to know that you werd here, but that Pate prevented us from 
meeting one another. You stated in your telegram thie: "I HAVE 
YOUR CAMERA JUST DISCOVERED, IT WILL BY AT BROWNS HOT, DOVER 
AND ALBUMARLY STRESTS SUNDAY 22nd." Now why didn't you state I 
will be there? 

As your message was from Miinburgh I simply thought 
you had sent it up after receiving a letter from Wr. Young and 
| one from me. 
: Well, it is passed now. Tomorrow I will be at Antwerp 
to meot my father, mother and other relatives who are all too 
eager to see the exile who has been away now for well night 8 
long yoars. 

I found out today when calling for the camera at Brown 
Shipley, that you were at Yorcester ami I called last gunday 
four times at the Greyhound and hunted all over the town of 
Richmond and through Kew Gardensz on Monday I also waited for 
you and went again to the Greyhound and left a letter for you 
in the Curator’s office. Today I was looking for you at the 
flower show the whole afternoon, although I suspected that my 
mil to you must not have reeched you. 

Wilson exhibited a few hundred photos and Veitch'ts 


Wareery of Combe Wood had some novelties in Western Chinese 
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Plants. Later on I will write more in detail about these matters, 

I expect to be pretty well busy with my relatives until 
the beginning of next week, ‘Then I will se , Jean Housean de 
Lehaie at St. Symphorien Lez ons, whose bamboo gollection I will 
look over and then f will go to the Vilmorin's arboreta and to 
Anger for the apple root crown gall investigation, then to Namburg 
for that Azolia, then to Berlin and soon after that I will lend in 
St. Petersburg where I will probably be busy for ouvera’ weeks, I 
have written — Rookhili that I am coming and he will 
probably be able to assist me a good deel im getting various per- 
mits into shape. f really like to get out as soon as sossible to 
my fields of work, although one has to pass throuch the "mrepean 
centers of accumulated knowl edge to find owt what the world knows 
ieee the lesser known lands, 

In the wonderfully rich Xew herbarium I looked up a 

~ Tet of material like the goneralof Dlospyros, Sirus, Malus, 

Populus, Ulmue, Tistacia, Lathyrus, Medicago, Ficus and others 
and I have learned much, one other time when I have more lei- 
sure, I hope to be able to make a more prolonged stugy in this 
herbarfum. If I head known that Xew after all is rether poor in 
Worth Chinese material ani that this generally despised material 


is of an immense assistance to an explorer like myself, I most 





tertainiy would have collected more. It really hurts me now to 
find out how mich more useful I could have been to mankind. But, 


I was shipped off in a hurry and didn't realize 211 such matters. 
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Well, it is getting late in the night and I will have 
to finish some packing yet. 

Goodbye, my best regurde ales to Mes. Fairchild. 

vary sincerely yours, 
FRANK 4, MSYER. 
Pode e/ o Poste Restante, Antwerp, Belgium, until September 7, 
inclusive. 

i, MoGregor invites me to come up to “dinburgh where 
he will be from September 2 to 9, tat I don't see it possible to 
be there, I would rather be in St. veterdeanteh before the frost 
kille off all the vegetation. | 

br, Augustine Henry is out in Servia somewhere and may 
not be back until 10 or 14 days from now. 

Mr. &. He Wilson expects to leave for the United States 
the 18th of September. Me will be busy preparing from now on 
and h&s to travel yet a bit here in England. 

Dre Ny be Britton works in the Herbarium for another 
week OF 80. 

Yeitch's Nursery at Combe Wood near ingston Gurrey 
ie most certainly well worth visiting. The new Chinese poplar 
(Populus lasioearpa) with leaves sometires a foot long is very 
interesting, utterly unlike other poplars. 

| Yoo bad, indeed, we missed each other. 
FON. M, 
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Antwerp, Belgium, 
September 4, 1909. 
Dear Mr. Pairchil a: 

Your letter of Angust 29th written in Chester reached 
me yesterday here in Antwerp, I looked at the post murk and saw it 
wag stataped at 10 P.M, August 29, Chester, so why it should have 
been delayed so much is a puzzle to me, unless the postal author~ 
ities delivered it to one of the many branches of Parr's Bank as 
you hadn't put the full address on the envelope. 1 hope various 
mossages have reached you since you wrote your last letter to me. 

_ About seeing Steward and Porrest, well, if you think 
it nesessary, I'll do it, but it is a long journey agein and a 
good man is partly a gamble; that is, a min may be excellent in 
@ certain place and yet not be able to adjust himself to new 
conditions. Vhen you feel thet Steward would fit into our 
special needa, well, why not mace some kind of a proposal after 
lire Dorsett has come back and we know exactly what we are going 
to do. About Forrest, well, eould money be found to explore 
South China? We want citrus fruits, southern root crops, cover 
crops, ete.s; there is a big field. Wilson himself paid appar- 
ently very little attention to such things, but one can easily 
explain that. The bigger part of Chinese useful plants cannot 
be grown in Bngiend or in fact mot in Northwestern Durepe and 
few Suropeane are able to realize their importance to America 
unless shay have been there, 

I wish we coul eet here or there yet ani talk about 
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these matters. 
I received a letter from ¥r. J. Houseau de Lehaie at 


St. Symphorien Lez Mons, Selgium, who says he will be very glad 


te see me and hopes you will also find an opportunity while you 


are in Rurope to see him, I will probably see him at the close 
of next week. 

And now a fow words about the visitors I am entertain- 
ing here, All my nea? relatives are here snd we are a crowd of 
8 people. I am, of course, the most popular member and they 
want me to talk for hours and hours about all my experiences. 

We all find that we haven't changed so very much after all, I 
find Dutch a trifle difficult, but am soon getting familiar 
again with various ways of expression that were sondwhat new 

to a t at glad we are able to talk again about ever ao many 
things which one doesn't care to write about and which one wants 
to be informed about anyway. 

As I wrote you I obtained the camera at Brown, Shipley's 
office. I haven't tested it yet, I also wote to Brown's Hotel 
to forward you a card which I had addressed you there, In the 
Curator's office at Kew I left a short letter which is now of 
no value any longer and hich my be sent back to me or destroyed 
in Case you shouldn't call for it. 

Well, it is raining hard mow here and I hope you'li. 
have it leas Mol, not to say cold 28 it is here. Could we but 
blend the two climates, viz., that of the “ast const of America 


and that of the West coast of Surope. 
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764, 
Goodbye, my beet regards also to Mrs, Fairchild. 
Very sincerely yours, 
PRANK MN, MEY. 


Paris, France, 
September Le, 1909, 
Dear Mire Tews: ) 

Let me thank you for your two letters of Auwust 18 
end August 23, 1909, which I received in Antwerp. f{ also re« 
selved the three field diaries; the bulletin of 2.2.Ts Mos 19 and 
the olippings of the Washington Post an’ Times with their 
highly amusing accounts of my intended trip. Wacho gratiat! 

| Im answer upon your question whethor T desire te 
receive the sucteeding numbers of the bi-weekly belletin, I 
gay yes. It Keeps me somewhat in touch with the office and 
besides that it Undoubtedly will give me hints and susgest ions 
while out in the field. | 

T haven't been able to see Mr. Pairchild at all, while 
in Wgland. Our mail has ¢rossed «a few times and he Left for 
other places while 1 hunted hin in the neighkorhood of Kew and 
Richmond, . It got the camera, however. | 

I spent a very enjoyable time with my relatives in 
Antwerp and Brussels. “e hadnt? ¢ geen one another for & yoar s 


and you my understand we had lots of things to talk about. Tf 
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do not know how the Department will consider this vacation as 


I aid not or rather could not apply for it, but taking notice 


of the fact thet im all my travele in the Orient I never had any 


leave of absence and that sy total leave of sbsence in this year 
only emounted to a little over ten days, I do not expect any 
troubles. Yor sefety, however, I will give you a few dates. 

I left Xew Gardens Wednesday, September 1, 1909, at 7:00 AoM. 
went vie Londen, Dover end Ostend and arrived in Antwerp at 
about 6 P.M, I stayed there till Monday morking, September 6, 
11:00 A.M; went to Brussels and left there Tursday, September 9, 
about 11:00 A.M. for Mona. I may say, however, thet although 

my relatives wee with me a good deal in Bemsselg, I apent the 
time officially in visiting the Soteni¢ Gardens, the Park of 


Cambre and the beautiful crounds at leeken end as such, Sep- 


‘tember 2, 3 and 4 can really only be counted «8 spent on none 


official business. 
While writing about these matters it seems to me that 


in cave you needed a resume of the time I spent now while abroad, 


46 would not be a bad thing to give it here: 


friday, August 13. . Left Wshington, D. C. at 11:00 A.M. for 
New York. Attended to baggage and berth on 3, Se 
while there. 

Saturday, August 14 Left New York for Liverpool on Belles. 
Carmania at 10:00 Ast. 

Sunday, August 22. Arrived in Liverpool at 6:00 A.M. Tended 


to customs house inepection of baggege, storage in 
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Cook’s warehouses and transportation of same to hotel. 
In afternoon visited an old English farm in the vicinity 
of Liverpool. Noticed the fine vinnie broad beans, peas 
ani various vegetables and fruit trees, ‘The farmer 
(Mr. Thos. H, Pate) told me he had harvested as much as 
100 bushels of cate to the acre! 


Monday, Auguet 25. Very rainy and Gold the whole day. Nepacked 





ge in forenoon and arranged for shipping it to 
SG, Sebariburs by steamer, In the afternoon visited 
the Liverpool Botanic Gardens. Noticed how a very 
fine strain of Celosia peniculata {obtained from Messrs. 
Cliberen, seed Werchauts in Manchester, Gigland) is 
used ae & decorative pot plant in the greenhouses. 
Would be mach appreciated as = bedding plant in the 
tuited States. Taleo noticed a very destructive 
¢aterpiller which defoliates the ivy very badly. . 
Mnelosed 2 leaf om which it has been working. ‘The 
¢aterpillar is of a gray~brown dolor and looks exactly 
like a dead stick when at rest; it crawls in paces. 
ur. Sherry, the foreman who showed, me sround, said 
that the smoke missance wis getting worse every year 
in Ldverpool smi thet a grest many plants couldn't 
be grown any longer on that account. 

Tuceday, Auguet 24. Left Liverpool in forenoon, ¢ ranged in 
London and arrived im Kew Gardens in evening. Had 


- yadim pretty near the whole day- All veretation in gland is 
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dark green and veer are not very tall, but densely 
branched. ‘the absenmte of strong sunlight, together 
with the great amount of misture in the atmogphere 
causes apparently these facts. The utilization of 
gewerage is very much farther advanced in Mngland 
than in the United States. ‘the sweepings and sorap- 
ings of the roads are also in great favor with the 

. farmers ag manures. 

7 Wednesday, August 25, Went ta the Botanic Gardens at Kew. 
Studied in forenoon the genera Diospyrog and Pistacia 
in the herbarium, went in the afternoon with Mr. & 4H. 
Wilson, the Western Chinese explorer, through the Mew 
arboretumy noticed with especial interest his introduc+ 
tions, like a new mulberry, very promising (Morus cathay- 

ensis) a new Peulownla with very large leaves (nat yet 
named), Buddleya variabilis, vare magnifica, a very 
fine, semi~shrubby perennial for gardens. Berberis 
Wilsonae, a new low-growing berberis, can be used as 
a substitute for 3. Thunbergii, although not of as 

~* excellent habits. “hen wandering through these magni- 
ficent Kew Gardens one cannot repress a feeling of 

|  gadness — realizing that there is not in the whole 

United States enough interest to create a similar 

gerden there. And the stimlus such a garden would 

give to horticulture in generslicannot very well be 
measured. 
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| | Thursday, August 265 In forenoon went up to Lonion and attended 
| to banking and mailing matters, In the afternoon went 
to Combe “ood, near Kingston, where the celebrated | 
Yelteh's Nurseries are situsted. I met Mr. wilson 
there, who again kindly dvwet me his very mumerous 
introductions from Chim. ome of these western Chinese 
plants will be also of great use to American gardens, 
for instance Ampolopsis Henryana, a vine of medium 
dimensions, of rather light green foliage which ie very 
variable, ‘The veins of the leaflets sre often silvery 
or bronze colotede | | 
tlex pernit, a nice seallieleaved evergreen holly. 
Eleuteroccus Henryl, » good shrub of medium dimen- 
sions. May not be antirely hardy. 
‘Berberis verruculs ss, a fine, promising, evergreen 
barberry fit for borders. May not be very hardy in the 
: | United States. 
Populus lasiocarpa, a new poplar with very large, 
rather Light-graen leaves, while the principal veins 
and the petioles are of a depp, wine red color. f 
mengured some Leaves that were over one foot long and 
resembled stirikingly the leaves of Polyganum gecchalinense. 
Wr. Wilson asswred me that the trees grow often to 60 feet 
in height and oocur in the more elevated regions and that 
the Leaves remain large notwithstanding the age of the 
tree. If this tree behaves well under cultural condi- 
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tions, it my become a first class avenue and park tree. ‘the 


Plants will be put on the mrket in» limited number 
this aubuim and cost 10 sh. 64. apiece, 

AStinidia chinensis, This plant is perfectly 
hardy in “ngland, bet although having flowered pro-~ 
gasily, it hasn't set fruit as yet. Mr, “ileon expects 
that within a few years they will fruit, for up to the 
present they have hed only staminote plants in bloom, 
bub they expect a few years from now to have the pige 
tillate plants too from their etait seedlings. 

Berberi 9 geignepaini, a fine new evergreen berberis 
from Western China. 

Sassafras spe The Chinese sagsafras which ig mich 


more robust than the American species, but it suffers 


in "gland, just Like the preteding from the fact that 


the summer’s heet is not sufficient to ripen its wood 
well ani therefore it gets killed back every winter. 

Ribes longiracemoga, Mrs Vilson gaid of thie plant 
that tho racemes area almost a foot iia while the indi- 
viduol berries are more like good-siged grape berries 
than currants and of « Dlack color. He also said that 
althonch the taste of the berries is not whet it could 
ve; the plant offers exceeding promises in hybridization 
work. 


Then there were new evergreen gywund cover plants 


for which American murserymen clamor so much, viz., 
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7706 
Pachysandre terminalis, very promising; 
Sarcocacca hookerian®, very promi sing; 
Sarcocacca rusciflora, not so good, too erect; 
Cotoneaster humifuea, very good, crawling, 
Cotonsaster songesta, from the Himlayas, very good, 
crawling; | 
Lonicera pileata, crawling, evergreen, blue berries. | 

Then there were new herbaceous plants lixe Rubus 
gahor, Senecios, irtembsias, etc. Mbst of these do 
not seem promising enough te say much about. 

These Combe Vode Nurseries are most excellently 
kept, in fact, they are the best nurseries in the world 
for high class mterial. And it is not only the rich- 
nes# and variety that appeal to one, but it is algo the 
tremendous potentialities that lay laten there in the 
form of poseibilities of hytridivation and plant~breeding 
attong all that material. 

Priday, August 27. rengon correspondence attended to, in 
afternoon shrubs and trees studied in Kew Gordens. 
‘there are o fow shrubs in Kew Gardens that deserve to 
be more widely known, vis., Berberis thunbergli var. 
myrtizolin, a very smll form of this well known bare 
| verry, well fit as a border or edging plant. Fraxinus 
7 dimorpha trom Worth Afriea, possibly s good stock for 
tree lilacs in semi-arid regions. ‘this shrub resembles 
the new lilac with pinnate leaves from Vestern China 
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very much indeed. 

I also moticed growing against the brick walls 
many plants that otherwise would perish if planted 
without that protection. Among them were Disspyros 
kaki; Unbellularia oalifornios, Vyrtue commmnus, 
Eriobatrye japonica. and other well known plants that 
need heary shelter in Washington, DC. Me. “Alson 
also drew my attention to the difference between 
Cydonia cathayen sig and Cydonia sinensis, which two 
species hove often been mixed up by botani ate and 


others. 


 «‘Sebturday, August 28, Studied the whole day in the Xew herbarium, 


Looked up the gonera of Ulmus, Ficus, Populus, Lathyrus, 


and Medicago. Ficus afghanistanica which Mr. Swingle 
wants from Central Asia was absent and ao wes Lath yrus 


mulcack wanted by Professor Hansen, Medicago saseatilis 
from the Crimea was aleo absent. Of the four Medi cago 8 
wanted by Professor G. Ve Piper, vias, Me papihipsa, 

M, cancellata, iM, rupestris end M, sasentilis, I my 
say that the first one only isa silat alee looking, but 
My rupestris is only a few inches high, 8 gemine alpine 


plent and HM. canceliata is also very omall and looks very 





delicate, I noticed, however, sevorai other varieties 
and species of alfalfa that look very promising; viz., 


Me sativa Vare sylvatica, found at Oued tenati, province 


of Constantine, Algering it has yellow flowers and is of 















$i rae ime Daag a 


ends 


SLimw tobad oo gen Bie’ gititve sh 


oper “me «8° © aointtoa 








bos ety traded Yo qe siidiniincnsieeescneiitegs fe: Set i 

Se ee ee a ee ak Sean : ; 

\ jurt-cadst of’ well ath att Yad oldéere de ae hete” 88 tawand Nabuvtae S ee 
en aria? .arott —* erenog edt arene | 

“git het ,40 detdw eo hnads 3 | a 

eerytad ear oe one’ taeada’ ouikbi Loretoeo ator ota | f oie ie 

» abittagese euro steal noowotor 9 fata soot ¥, caer a 








BegookbeM awe? odd 10 stander gelsveew AetsO eae mee. 
section a (ety year a sO 4eueesint “ws So i at 





on teh afte jy ta . " 
(wer “getere f Biltus CY awit ety “outa ‘et iit 
Age leaker -tertle 


772. 
@ vigorous growth, IL, sativa subd-sp. tunetana, at 
Bargou, Central Tunis, in calcareous hills, Apparently 
a very Gought-resistent fom. Yellow flowers. 

Then, I saw specimens of Medicago falcata collected 
at many points, vizs in the Caucasus, Armenia, in Syria, 
near the Cedars of Lebanon, in Mongolia, in Siberia and 
in Central pare There wag e good bit of wariation 
among these yworious plante. 

Among the poplars I noticed some beantiful species 
from Northern India which trees seem to me of promise 
to the southwestern United States, viz», Populus auphratica 
in many forms; 2. Gambleil with very large leaves from 
Bhotan, India, st 4000 and mre feet elevation; >. glanca 
from Bhotan, India, 7500 feet, large leaves, ornamental; 


P, ciliata from Maini~tal (Himalayas) and at BSempa, 6000+ 





11,000 feet, also in Kashmir and Central Asia. The trees 
of Northern India have «8 & rule mot proven to be hardy 
in Western Marope, but that ie for the same reason at 
that the ordinary magnolia grandiflora and Sassafras 

eutt  guffer, viz., the summer's heat is not intense enough 
to ripen their wood. Some of the Northern Indian trees 
offer great promise to the milder regions of the United 


States, but prncidtdyly nothing has been done with them, 


Well, Rr, young, this letter has agein grown to & greater 
length than I intended {t to be. ‘The rest of my journey I will put 
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in another message, ‘The items of new ground cover plants will 
be interesting to Mr. Homry Hicks of ‘estbury, Long Teland, 
while Professor Piper no doubbewill like to see the alfalfa 
part and Mr. Swincle about the poplare from India. 
With kindest regards to you all, I am 
Sincerely yours, 
PRANK M,. MUYBRs 


Paris, France, 
| Septenber 12, 1909. 

Dear Mr, Fairchild; 

| Just a short note to let you knew I have arrived here 
in Paria. I struck the town on Friday night and was created by 

& blinding rein, 

Yosterday I visited the Jardin des Plantes, studied 

in the herbarium which, by the way, is by far not ss accessible 
as the incomparable one ot Tew, Paid also a vielt to Vilmorin 


Andrieux & Co., 4 Guai de le Megisserie, but found to my sorrow 


that all the Vilmorins Were aways Mr. Bacene Schacttel who knows 


you, too, and whose regards I heve to give you, gave me some 
information as how to reach the Arboreta at Verricree le Buivson 
and at Les Barres (Loiret) but I will come back to him on Wonday 
and perhaps one of ‘the Wimorins will heave arrived then, 
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I spent Thursday and part of Friday with Mr. Jean 
Houseau de Lehaie at St. Symphorien lez Mons. MY, what a 
specialist he is on bamboost [I never before in my life met 
one 80 well versed in them. ‘The region he lives, however, is 
too cold for bamboos and last winter nearly ell of his plants 
were frozen to the ground, It was rather ead to see all those 
tall dead canes of Phyllostachys mitis, Ph. pubescens, Ph, viridi- 
glaucescens and others. 1! spoke leng and seriously with him 
about his intentions for the future. 

I informed him about the great difficulties of obtain 
ing @ subsidy from the Carnegie Institute for his work. If pulsed 
him about he perhaps being willing to accept an appointment with 
us and being given charge of bamboo culture in the United States 
with headquarters at Brooksville, to make there a successful 
banboo station. He said at first he would be willing to do so, 
but the next morning after a family conference he etated he would 
rather not do it as his family and business ties were too strong 
at the present. 

His ideals are to bbtain a subsidy of between (4000 and 
$6000 per year for three years to @tudy the bamboos in Japan for 
1/2 year, in Chins for 1 year, in India for 1/2 year, in Central 
and South inavioe for 1/ 2 year and the remaining time in North 
and South Afries. ‘Then after that, he wants to study up the 
herbarium mterial in the various Guropean herbaria and to wite 
his observations in the penal of w book. This study and writing 


he estimates will be close upon 7 years and while doing so his 
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salary and expenses would not be over $2800 per anmam As such 


the whole project will occapy 10 years and will cost between 
$26,000 and $29,000 all told. It would be a most useful piece 
of work if it could be dene and would solve the now so immensely 
complicated and topsy-turvy stste in which the bamboos are today. 

Mr» Jean Houzean de Lehale himself ia a very earnest 
man. I estimate his age at abgut 35, of medium build, brown eyes, 
dark brown hairs, with a tendency to baldness, wears 2 beard a la 
Yan Dyke and is of economia tendencies fhe wore ® patch on his 
shoe!). Hie father ie a banker in Mous and ic very intelligent. 
He visited the United States some years ago. Hie mother is algo 
& delightful old Lady who speaks French, Dutch and Snglish very 
well. Ihave # sugpicion she translates some difficult points 
in the letters you or I have been sending her some 

Yr. de Lehele stated to me thet even in case no satis~ 
factory negotiations could be sffected between him and our be- 
partment, he will be only top pleased to help us in determining 
Danibooe whenever we seed it. Ts affect a good determination he 
states that it ie essential to receive the culmsheets with twigs 
of various ages; vies, & few of this year's growth and some of 


last year's growth and the year before that. A piece of cane in 


addition is very helpful and if possible, flowers, of course, but 


this last item is most times an impossibility. 

He has found that the Moso of the Japanese and the 
Mao tsoh of the Chinese is Phyllostachys pubescens and not Ph. 
mitis, as is mostly stated, for this last has smooth culm sheets 


while the first is very hairy» 
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How, in regard to this, I wish you would be ao kind 
and change the mame Fh. mitis underneath my photos for the coming 
bulletin into Ph. pubescens. 

Well, then If left Mr, de Lehaie I omly knew that I 
know nothing about bamboos but as Mr. de Lehaie informed me that 
the bamboos at Kew even are very much mixed up, I aleo Knew I am 
not the only one. 

But one thing I learned, that the next time I will 
collest herbarium mteriel in China of these diificult plante 
and assist any way somewhat im their straightening out. 

Well, this message is somewhat longer than I expected. 
T am also writing a condensed report to Mr, ‘wane, but still in 
this letter I state a few things of importance which I won't 
state in that report. 

Let me conelude with wishing you ani Mre., Pairchild a 
very pleagant voyage to Ameriga, Perhaps I will write you a 
short personal note yet, before that. 

Tomorrow I expect to get some mil. I am Living now 
in the Hotel de la Gare du re Bi-25 Rue de 3b. qnentin, Paris, 
where I will remain until September 15 inclusive. foodbye, then. 
Very sincerely yours, 


PRANK HN, MSY. 
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Paris, France, 
September 16, 1909. 
Dear Mr. Young: 

Thank you for your short note of September 4, 1509, 
and for the mail forwarded to me. 

I will herewith send you some mil that better be 
answered in the office for it is hard job to do such work very 
Well vhile on the go all the time. | 

| Yesterday ami the day before yesterday, September 14 
and 15, I spent at the Arboretum of lr. th. Le de Vilmorin at 
Verrieres le Buisson. It is quite a rich collection but, of » 
course, it cannot be compared with Kew which is the Mecea for 
botanists, Tomorrow I hope to go to the other arboretum of Mr. 
Maurice Le de Vilmorin, It is several hours by train from here. 

Thies morning I received a letter from Mr. Palrchild. 
He ig in good health and hopes to reach Washington Septembér 24 
or 26. He will find a stack of mail I suppose, isn’t it? 

How is Mrs. Bell getting along? uited recovered 
from her sick spell? The weather here in Parise is very pleasant; 
not cold and not warm, though the sky is much overcast, Still, 
I soon hope to leave France again. I wish I was already in the 
wilderness. ‘This so-called civilized life doesn't yet appeal 
to me at all. 

I received a personel letter from Mr. Alex. Kennedy 
at Tangsi, China, is which he informa me that he has sent ten 


pounds of Yang mae seed (Myrica nagi) to Mr. Mairchild. He 
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paid 30¢ per pound fo the seed so it will be @3.00. I suppose, 
however he will send in his bill. I only give you this informa- 
tion in case Miss Mary Austin should bother you for details. 
These seeds are for stocks, better varieties to be grafted on 
them later on. But a goodly part of the seeds ought to be also 
sent down South to enable the people to see whether the plants 
are hardy with them. ‘he plants are exceodingly hard to trans- 
Plant, but they thrive wherever the Locquat thrives. 

I will enclose herewith a list of all the mail I sent 
you for further consideretiona. 

1 card with attached letter for ia. A. Zappone. 

1 letter to be given to Mr. 8stabrook. 

1 letter from the Daily Illinois News Service. 

1 letter from Mr. He E. Landis, 

1 letter from the thio Malverizer Co. 

1 letter from the “World Today." 

1 card from Mr, Fred Gardiner, 

Well, this is al for today. My best regards to you 
all in the office. 

Sincerely yours, 


FRANK N, MUYER. 
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Paris France, 
September 16, 1909. 
Dear Mr. and Mrs, Fairchild 
Let me wish you hereby "un tres bon voyage" and Let 
us hope we may see one another again in the best of health a 
few years from now. I had a very profitable day at the Mil- 
morin's arboretum at Verrieres le Buisson yesterday. Today 
I hope to see M Philippe de Vilmorin himself, Time flies 
away, though. | 
Well, I conclude with best of greetings and wishes. 
Very sincerely yours, 


FRANK N, MEYER. 


Angers, France, 

September 22, 1909. 

Dear Mr. Fairchild 
Today is a rainy day and I am attending to my voluminous 
correspondence, The climate is very mild here and the town is 
old and interesting though very quiet. I have a good many nur~ 
series to visit here while studying up this apple stock crown 
gail disease. Well, later on mre. I remain 
Yours very sincerely, 


PRANK N. MEYER. 
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Angers, France, 


September 26, 1909. 


Dear My. Milrehild& 


Today is one of thos rare quiet days as you alse 
experience in the autumn in America. The sun shines warm, but 
still one does not feel sticky or uncomfortable and I will make 
use of this weather in writing you a longer letter than I have 
been doing of late. 

Well, this country, France, is also charming, Life 
ia so different here frém what it is in the United States, 

More repose, less hurry, more general contentment and a climate 
without extremes. Climate has mich to do with tempor and 
character, more perhaps than the world at large will admit. 
these last weeks I have been having conferences with wrious 
tint é, have visited Arboreta, maurseries, and gardens and know 
that we in the United States are sadly behind in an awié@k creat 
many things in the horticultural line. lots of plants, even 
unknown in America, are cultivated here in various phases and 
some of sush plants IT introduced from China as being new to 
cultivation. Well, we without arboreta and only a slight public 
{interest in such matters, do not know how moh has been done already 
in introduction work. 

In your last letter of farewell, September 16, I see a 
line that fills me with great pleasure, viz., that you are con 


vinced of the necessity of having an Arboretum in Washi D. Cs 





I hope I may see a begiming made with it when I come back from 
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this trip. The educative value of 2 collection of live material 
is really of such an importance that I am almost stupefied to 
find that the people at large do not know that, 
| It would even be in the interest of murserymen to have 
such arboreta in or near large cities where the specimens ought 
to be well labeled as to induce people to note names down and 
order plants that pleased them from their dealers, 

Thuraday and Priday I spent with Mr, ¢ Allard, a very 
interesting old gentlemn, in his arboretum here in the vieinity 
of Angers. He hag hoste of things that may be of use to us in 
breeding work and for beautifying our parks and gardens. Hybrid 
walnuts, hybrid horse chestnuts, hybrid Torreyas, Hybrid oaks, 
ete, And wonderful to say, plants from Algeria grow side by 
side with those of Ceulifornis and New Zealand. ‘The verious 
Crataegi from North America are joined by their brethren of 
Syria, Southern Surope and the Orient. This climete here hae 
some good features of our Pacific Coast mixed with those of 
Southern dnd “estern “urope, Sequayagi gantes is seen every- 
where, ‘Trachycarpus excelsa from Central China is a feature of 
many gardens and live oaks from Southern Burope and Worth Africa 
add variety to the evergreen plants. 

Iam working om a more technical report toe you in 
which I will give more details about interesting plants. 

Some days age I received the enclosed letter from 
Mr. Harry L. Sussmann, 451 - lst Street, ".%. You will see 


what he wants, Could you perlmps drop hima line and tell 
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him to come and see you so as to find out what material he is 
mde of, He does not say anything about salary, so maybe he 
has means, although I do not think so. Then, I got a very 
strange letter from a person in St. Louis, Missouri, who claims 
he has Been a railroad engineer in Central Asia for 14 years. 
He warns me to be galerie Gareful in that part of the world 
for the dangers are great, He advises m to wins my sige ion 
secret, as it my be to the advantage of certain parties te do 
away with me. He gives me a few localities in the Caucasus and 
Black Sea region where, according to him, the best grapes eccur,. 
A bwother-in-law of his lives in a smli villege on the Black 
Sea nesr the Imperial vineyards which embrace 1000 acres. I 
really do not know how to take this letter. It is spm rentiy 
serious, but I am afraid the writer hed some very bad experiences 
in that part of the world and thinks it good to warn me. f will 
find out in $t. Petersburg about berteain things and then act 
accordingly, Then, my old interpreter, Chow Hai Ting writes 
me from Kashgar thet he received my letter of April 17 from 
Washington and will Duy and send seeds, He writes, however, a 
most peculiar Snglish and I can't quite mace out what he is 
driving at. Could you plesse see Dr. Sauer and hear whether 
Ur. Sowers hag discharged him or whether he takes him through 
India to Calcutta? Dr. Bauer would write, as you probably 
remember, to Mr. Sowers that I could not be in Turkestan by 
August 1, as our intentions were this spring and that, as such, 


all our plane had been upset and that Mr. Ting would return to 
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Peking. He is, however, a veluable man and 1 am well willing 
to Keep track of him, hence I cause you this trouble. 

EZ heard the rathor abrupt news of Mr. ‘i, We. Tracy 
going to resign in a hurry and Mr. Fischer also leaving in a 
similar way, Wy, things move somewhat like earthquakes. I 
suppose you fell right into a voleano of work there in tmsh- 
ington, D. €. tT haven't heard in s lone time from ir. Usreett, 
but suppose he will clear matters @ good deal there in Chico 
and in other plasee where needed, 

I will tell you a rather novel method of transplant 
ing rare deciduous planta which Mr. & Allard practices here 
and with which method he ¢laims he has not lost a single tree 
or shrub as yet. At the end of middle part of September or ° 
in early October he defoliates such trees or shrubs as he wants 
to transplant, then digs the intended sycimens out, allowin: 
a large ball of solid earth to remain around the roots, then 
plants the plants on their new places, filling the space around 
the root ball up with rich pompest soil, wayers heavily and 
gives a mulch of hay or straw which is left on during the 
winter, He moves even birches and live oaks thet way, trees 
which are suth difficult things to transplant. He acknowl edged 
it is expensive, but he says, “I rather am sure of saving my 
rare plants than running the risks of losing than for the sake 
of some 1ittle money.” I thought I might mention this method 
to you with the great amount of transplanting you have to do 


this year in your garden "In the Woods," 
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Well, Mr, Mairchild, let me conclude with best of 
greetings, also to Mrs. Mairchild, in though I really feel 
like being among you there under the tubip trees. Goodbye. 

Very sincerely yours, 


PRANK H, MUY ER. 


Angers, France, 
September 26, 1909, 
Dear Nr. Young: 

‘The last time I wrote you about how I spent my days 
was somewhere In the beginning of this month, wisn't it? Vell, 
I gee now where I left off, viz., at August 28. 

On Sunday, August 29, I spent the whole day in 
searching for Mr. Fairchild and visited in between the Botanical 
Miseums in Kew Gardens, which are wonderfully rich and which we 
could safely copy in Washington where we have nothing of the kind. 

Monday, August 50. Studied whole doy in Kew Herbarium 
on the genera of Populus, 21 gyphus and Tamarix. | 

Tuesday, August 3 » Went to London, obteined camera, 
changed and obteined money, settlod mail matters, etc. In 
afternoon visited the flower thow in the Royel Horticul tural 
Hall where Wilson, the Chinese explorer, exhibited a couple of 
hundred fine photos taken in Western China and Mesers. Veitch 


exhibited new Chinese plants, 
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785. 
Wednesday, September 1. Left “ew at 7 A.M, wenty by 
raid to Dover, then to Ostend, Belgium, and landed «at 6 PM, 
in Antwerp, Belgium. | 
Thursday, September &. Corresjondence attended to and 
visit of relatives. 


Pri September 3, 4 and 5. spent 








_Saturd 





with relatives in Antwerp. 

Monday 2 september 6. left for Beuseells. Rainy weather, 

Tuesday, September 7. Heavy rain, Visited a large park, 
Bols de la Cambre, noticed beautiful specimens of Araucaria inbri- 
cata and splendid beaches and sakse 

Wednesday, September 8. Visited the Botanic Gardens at 
Brus#els and the large and rich park at taken. Roticed the 
beautiful conifers from California, China and Japan in the last 
places 

Thursday, September 9. Left Srussels in forenoon for 
St. Symphorien les Mons, where I mot Mr, Jean Houseau de Lehaie 
at his home, l'Hermitage, ami saw his great collection of bamboos, 
many of them, however, had been badly injured by the frosts of 
the past severe winter. 

Friday, September 10. Studied with Mr. de Lehate kis 


bamboo plants and his herbarium miterial. He is the beet informed 


man on bamboos that I ever met and I consider him without a doubt 


the foremost specialist in the world on these difficult planta, 
Wr, de Lehaie will be too pleased only to assist us in straighten- 


ing out our bamboos. Por a successful determination he needs, 
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lst, culm sheets of various sizes, 2nd, twigs with foliage on 
them, of different ages, viz. of one, two and three years, 
Srd, a plece of the stem, 4th, (If possible) flowers and seeds. 
A dried young shoot added to the above is often very helpful. 
In afternoon left Mons at 2:00 by train and arrived in Paris, 
France, at after 56 P.M. in a blinding rain, 

Saturday, September 11, Saw some parks, the Jardin 
des Flantes, studied whole afternoon there in herbarium on the 
genera Diospyros, visited Vilmorin, Andrieux & Company, famous 
seedsmen, at 4 Quai de la Megisserie, Paris, and obtained infom 
mat ion, 


Sunday, Septenber 12. Visited museums. 

Monday, September 15. Attended to correspondence and 
visited again Vilmorin, Andrieux & Co., studied their catelomes 
for informat ion, 

Tuesday, September 14. Left Paris at 7:00 A.M, for 
Massy Verrieres with Mr. Bugene Schaettel, the representative 
of the Vilmorins, Stayed the whole day in the Arboretum of Dr. 
Philippe L. de Vilmorin, utadring old and newly introduced 
Chinese and other plants. Was guided oy Mr. =. Mottet, in charge 
of the collections. Noticed very mny plents of interest, on 
which later a full report, 

Wednesday, September 15. In early morning went again 
to Vilmorin, Andrieux & Co. and from there agsin to Nassy-~ 
Verrieres, where I met Mr. Philippe L. de Vilmorin who had 


arrived from England the night before. I gave him the letter 
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of introduction I had obtained from Mr. Win, A. Taylor. Went 
again through hie colletions and looked up mterial in his 
mugeum and library, Mr. de Vilmorin has completed s book on 
the vegetabies of the Japanese which will Be published ere long? 
He stated, however, that in his opinion “Japanese vegetal es 
have very little value for the Burepean markets with the excep 
tion of the Udo which your Mr, Pairohiid has so cleverly picked 
out and brought before the public.” 

Thursday, September 16. Correspondence and notes 
attended to, 

Priday, September 17. devinsaennaene. Banking, exchange 
and mil matters attenmied to and part of bagevage stored in Paris. 





_ eptember 18. Left Paris at 6:15 4,M, for 
Nogent sur Vernissom, met Mr. Meawrice lL. de Vilmorin at his 
country houge, Les Barres. Saw his rich collection of trees 
and shrubs among which are gome exceedingly interesting end 
yaluable things. ‘Several plants that are being advertised as 
new have been growling for many years at Lee Barres. The new 
Davidia involucrate has been fruiting here for the last 3 or 4 
years. Actinidda chinensis was growing here 5 years before 
Veitch introduced them inte “ngland. Mr. de Vilmorin obtains 
all of his plants through seeds sent by missionaries in China, 


eepe@ially in Western Chim and astern Thibet. 





de Vilmorints arboretum, Saw also the rich Pinetum and the 


collection of oacae planted by the founder of the house of 
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VWlmorin in the early part of last century, now the property of 
the French Government and used as demonstrative mterial in their 
Yorestry Station here in Hogent. The collection of live plants 
is so great here that one could easily spend a month instead of 
two days, Mr, M Lb. de Vilmorin knows his plants very well indeed. 

londay, September 20, Bade goodbye with setae 
Arrived in Paris at noon, Visited the nurseries of Mr. Ferd, 
Jemin ab Bourg la Reine, to whom I carried & letter of intro- 
duction from Mr, Wm. A. Taylor, investigated the érown gail 
upon apple stock. They have it apparently. 

Tuesday » eptember 21, Attended to correspondence. 
Went to Vilmorin, Andrieux' office and left in the afternoon 
for Angers, 5 1/2 hours from Yaris by express, 

Wednesday, September 22. In Angers. Correspondence 
attended to. Information obtained, Visited in afternoon the 
gmail Botanie gardens, The climate is very mild here, Camel~ 
nat Stimmia jeponien, Trachycarpus excelsea, Thea, Locuates, 
all grow in the opm. 

qureday, Septerber 25. Visited in the morning the 
extensive nurseries of Mr. Vincent Le Bricon at le Pyramide 
Close to Ansers, Saw his mursery stock and investigated 
crown gall matters on the dwarf apple stocks. ‘daw nothing of it. 
fhe soil is most excellent here for the propagetion of small 
mursery stock, being of a coarse sandy nature, with still plenty 
of plant food in it while the water is close to the surface. 


Nearly all of the stock grown in this section of France is 
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exported to America, In the afternoon saw the nurseries of Mr. 
P. Delaunay and visited Mr. G, Allard wio keeps « very rich 
‘gollestion of trees and shrubs situated on the Route des Ponts 
de Ce near Sngera. 
Friday, 
Allara’s arboretum, being led around by Br. Allard himsel?. 





er 24 Spent the whole day in Mr. 


Some very rare and valuable plant material is to be found here 
in thie arboretum. Yany hybrid trees of great promise, Had 
in afternoon a few hours' conference on the crown gall of stock 
with Messrs. @ Allard, ¥. Delaunay and % 7, Dickinson of 
Chateney. Obtained little information. The mmreserymen will 
ek sdmit they have it, or they say it is netural and is 


perfeotiy harmless; vexatious probhems these diseases ares 





, September 25. Correspondence amd notes 
attended toe 

Well, that’s ali. As I always make a few observa- 
tions between the strict official notes, I wish you would show 
Mr. Pairchild and fir. Taylor these sheets, 

Goodbye, best regards to you all. 
| Sincerely yours, 


PRANE MN, MGT. 










vit Le ae liessen eat ep arom 


pln tneScsnitio sre! 
pio — 4 A: 2 yas fs tr o 
See amp atoel. add, tm frien, War Wate let 


‘, j bite apes, Zo Foae nobteetien 


j\. De cote At, eS Sey igo ee aay , ty as ee pas Y eats .? oats nna 4 
Tag ree MA a Te RO ee eee eed a CMOS) & 


aan) 








nti 
= 


Tati eit it i ta yh one 
¢ 
sidoemtd pants, * x wpe oe pas sper e 
ered Saat ad ob.9t.talxodom snaly eldenlav big gb a ers ‘th 
ah age yar ren 3, SORNG, Bieie Fee, apie . ind Fs. Sa | 


te moamivol? .F i bee ‘pei fell ra ron on pipes: dow 


PLU Hoy 


Abe senmeen tan ed? mg tt sace 2 este Li Reaietdo .ysnetan 


5 Min Pango Toles eh eat hindi ino 
mh tory, dont, 44 8S ony weed 78 9h eee, eg tee 
ay ee ke, ae BA bee a : 


raha temo mio 
1 INR TONGO., POR ; 8. O71, iecinbis *, Por ae £13 rtd o fGen 
matron Mee +h Ok 


stoliio dolate a. ‘tare Si 
























aah rags aes A 





sotecde seeds cadet et foe 


ed as BOR tin 





FDS iby a oe a rg oy Se : 
it a waeeoebe wr koanens 


7 y ‘“ 

' 3 
PE er MYM Rif SBALT wes yt aS, SO Be Se eae 
eh Meh a, BAI gS bar iS a ladies Sea 44 ee 


eh Fig: wit sip: th 9 84 i 





atgh 


Peek Kae Cyhasear Wey eee ies ” prare y tat weer 


hM ai 4 1 TY hea by hosek | nig ¥! ay aT q 
Hay ae I ak ae ae } . ST es parley , ial ae? x: 
ASSET ie aE, SPE: sis tele So otk Hales Resa 
| ‘ be te 
pr Nae tins is 
oR ee wR hea be uz 


LSC pee Ras ees ia ie 1 





a 











790.4 
Angers, France, 
September 29, 1909. 

Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Thie morning I have forwarded ae you by parcel post 
@ small package of various things which I picked up while 
wandering about. I put on the various slips enclosed the 
parties I would like to see them given to and as such I 
trust Miss Austin won't hawe any trouble in dividing them. 

frusting it will arrive in goed condition, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 


PRANK N. MUYORe 


Angera, France, 
September 29, 1909. 

Dear Mr. Fairchild; 

fhege last days I have had the intentions to write 
you a more technical report upon what I saw in various Arboreta 
and nurseries here in France, but every time something @lse came 
between, Now for instance, I feel out of sorts, having caught a 
cold by having been wet a ae times while out in the country. 

My observations upon what i saw have led me to these 
conelusions; I. It is absolutely essentiel to have permanent 
 Gollections of especially arboreal material established in the 
various parts of the United States a0 as to afford the people 


the opportunities of studying the behavior of various plants 
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and selecting swh material as suits climate and surroundings 
best. II. The U, 3, Department of Agriculture should establish 
@ seed-exchange office with headquarters at Washington, so as to 
offer seeds and plants in exchange with parties abroad, 

Well, now, about a few interesting plants in the 
grboretun of Mr. Philippe L. de Vilmorin st Yerrieres le Buiseon 
(RR. Sta. Masey-Verrieres}. A single specimen of a fastigate 
mulberry (Morus alba vars fastigiata) quite rare and may be of . 
value in our southern states as a pyramidal tree. Jugians vil~ 
moriniana (J, regia X J, Nigra) a very imposing tree of rapid 
growth, Gan be recommended as a stately park or avenue tree. 
Mnus armandii, a new, rather dwarfed pine from ‘estern China, 
seedlings of Berberis stenophylla which is a hybrid between 
B. derwinii and B, empetrifolia. Well, the seedlings break up 
én all intermediate types and the whole plant serves as an exe 
cellent illustration, that even if the immediete result of a 
hybridization does not give what is wanted, the seedlings of 
such a plant my. I aleo noticed the very interesting graft 


hybrids of Mespilus gormnica x Cra taegt 





cantha, there are 
many forme of theme “ucalyptus coccifera, but which isa probably 
3. turnig era is hardy here and although not strikingly beautiful 
fa interesting as being the only Gucealyptus hardy here in this 
climate. ‘he evergreen Lonicera plieata, seen also in Veitch's 
nurseries at Combe Wood, ‘urrey, Mngland, is a good plant for 
rockeries and at the ends of beds of shrubbery, it is of caespi-~- 


tose habit, like the Cotoneaster horizontalis. ‘he last one is 
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792, 
| also glorious at the Arboretum, Wr. de Vilmorin hes also a 
very rich collection of alpines, like Saxifragas, Sedume, 
7 Centianas, ete. He will be vory pleased to receive such reterial 
from us. His foremn, Mr. 3. Mottet, mkes these alptnes his 
hobby, 

| The Arboretum of Mr. Maurice L. de Yilmorin, Les Barres, 
Nogent sur Yornisson (Loire) is very mach richer in all shrubby 
matefial than the former, There are a great muber of very rare 
Plants, mostly sent in by missioneries from Western China. I 
noticed several Davidia involucrata, one had « great mmber of 
fruite on them, green and of the size of small walnuts. The new 
Berberie dictyophyllea has white glaucus branches and leaves. 
Clamitis Jouniana is an attractive plant for rockeries and between 
pieees of rocks, of caxesplitese habit ami flowering profusely with 
white-Lilec flowers which are much visited by bees. Clematis sp. 
4927 has very nice rose colored flowers. Clematis sp. 2732 has 
white flowers and finely pinnated leaves, both plants are new 
and valuable from horticultural point of view. "hotinia varia- 
bilis (No. 4345) ig an attractive shrub from Yestern Chima, it 
bears dark greon gloesy foliage and hes smll red berries. It 
my serve as a good sateck for loquate »eing so very near to them. 
A new Prunus, No. 6613, from Yestern China is remarkable for its 
exceeding fast and healthy growth, it my serve also as a stock 
for plums and cherries in the United States. Mr. de Vilmorin 
has a few young plants aveileble in case we ean make use of them, 


The collection of roses is perhaps the richest in the world and 
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793» | 
there is material galore here for breeding purposes, Rs. rugosa 
rosea glabra has especially healthy foliage while Re Rugosa calo~ 
sarpa bears beautiful large fruits, Rosa kamahatica looks like 
Re rugosa and being hardier yet, can be used in breeding experi- 


ments. Hosa sericea in two or three varieties from Yestern China 





may also be employed to create new strains of hardy roses. Among 
the Barberry collection there is a host of mluable mterial am 
so among the Puonimas collection and the *rums csllestion. Well, 
really one could stay a couple of months in thie arboretum taxing 
notes and collecting seeds and specimens. ‘the two days I stayed 
there were utterly insufficient. tr. Maurice 4. de Vilmorin will 
be very pleased to receive from us one or two plants of Pistacia 
sinensis, & Plant of Hove. xanthina and the forth Chinese rounde 
headed willow. ‘ 

Mire Ge Allard’s arboretum on the Route des Ponts de Ce 


near Angers ia alao very rich in all sorts of shrubby and arboreal 


Plants. I noticed a splendid epecimen of Secunia : 





pendula, a very strange tree, perhaps the largest in existence. 

A hybrid Torreya {7. californica x T. mcifera) mde by Mr. A 

and more vigorous than cither of the parents. Hybrid oaks between 
many species, Rybrid Pavias, Hybrid walmts (Juglans regia x nigra, 
J. regia x J, sieboldii). A very rich collection of various Pirus, 
among which a species of wild pear from Prance, >. @ rdata, which 
is not promising, however. Wr» Allard told me thet Pirus nivalis 
has, in combine tion with P, Conmunis, given rise to that strain 


of pears from which pear-cider is mde in Prance, 0 that old 
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saying that "apples make cider, but pears make soap" has herewith 
to be done away with. There is also an excellent collection of 
various crataegus, not only those of Professor Sargent but also 
some large fruited forms of the Orient. Crataegus agzarolles in a 
few varieties and also & tanacetifolia, the lest one has a flavor 
all of its own and could well be cultivated for its fruits which 
could be made into preserves. The Myrica californica is hardy 
here and I wonder why we couldn't use this plant as a stock for 
improved Chinese and Japanese varieties of Myrica nagi.e If. 
Allard possesses also a very large collection of various hollies, 
some new ones from China are among them and look very promising. 
Ke also possesses a Large plant of the very rare Hedera aurantiaca 
from the Himalayas, bearing golden berries. ut as with the former, 
I could stay here weeks and weeks studying up things, but s day 
or two is just enough to review such « collection sugerficially. 
Wr, Allard is working upon a complete list of his collections, 
but it will take some time yet before it is published, We sre, 
however, free to call upon him for material and what he especially 
would like to obtain from us are Pistacia sinensis (this plant is 
exceedingly rare in urope), Ross xanthine, Pyrus ussuriensis, 
| Juglans rupestrus, Juglans californica and a few mts of the tree 
form of Aesculus Californias from as northernmost a Locality ae 
possible. Could somebody at Chico collcct us the last three 
Plants and pack them so that they won't perish? 

Well, this letter is again rether big and I will con- 
clude with best of regards to all in the office. 

Sincerely yours, 


FRANK R, MEYER. 
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Orleans, France, 
October 6, 1909. 
Dear Wy. Fairchild 

foday I am going to write you my final report upon what 
I ane and heard in connection with the investigation of the 
resistancy of various apple stocks against the ¢rowmgsall disease 
in the nursery districts of the neighborhood of Paris, the region 
around Angers and in the vicinity of Orleans. 

Well, to begin with, the feature of this investigation 
trip has been rain, rain and rain aguin. How many time I have 
been wet I do not know but anyway a good many time. “hat this 
wet weather Gid not facilitate my work is a certainty and I aid 
not see as many nurseries as I expected to Gover. 

Whether the crown-gall disease oxists here in the 
mresery centers of France, { mst say that I myself did not see 
amy very bad cases of it, but only some slight ones. [¢ exists, 
however, and ise known to a few of the more intelligent and pro- 
gressive nurserymen, The attitude Agsumed by the various nure. 
serymen, when questioned clo sely about this ai Sease, ig aS various 
as the human nintesiinits Some flatly say that they never saw it 
or heard of it. Others say yes, they have heard of it, but, they 
add quickly that they have not got it in their murseries. A few 
admitted that they head it a few years ago and that they burned 
all the affected stock. Two admitted they hod it, wat the places 


where it occurred were far off and isolated and one said he would 


destory the whole lot ithey were ordinary wild apple seedlings. } 
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, 796. 
Nearly all of the murserymen did not like to be questioned about 
it at all and a few unpleasant words were said about too much 
inspect ton and thet the trade would suffer if still more re- 
strictions were plaged upon the export of plants, ete. 

I found pe thet the people im general evaded the 
question whether they knew of Bhis disease, so I had to employ 
another method, vis., T had a sample of paradise stock with me, 
slightly attacked, and asked them politely whether in their 
opinion doucin did not suffer mre from it than parsdise. ‘they 
all bit at it and declared it was just the opposite, Paradise ia 
always much more attacked than Douciny after this the proceedings 
were easier for me, for they hed admitted they knew of it. 

In France the Paradise is used almost exclusively for 
the eordonnier form of apple trees, on account of its slow growth 
and dwarfing effects. The more responsible and intelligent 
rurserynen. intupned. ine it is never exported to the United States 
on account of not bein; suited to our climate. Doucin is used 
for the pyramidal form and espalier form of apple trees and is 
very much more vigorous and disease resistant than the Paradise. 
However, I was told that some foreign murserymen onll the Para- 
dise "Brench Paradise” and the Dousin "Imglish Paradise” and that 
in gase they might have omitted the first names, some nurserymen 
might have sent the ordinary peredise which then turned out to be 
a failure. But all mrserymen agreed that Doucitn was the stock 
best suited to the climate of the United States, 
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About the cause of the disease, many opinion were 
given. Some agaid it was like a wart, somewhat spreading but 
not dangerous. Another gaid 1t was caused by moist weather, 
when leaves aceumlate around the stem, A third thought it 
wg a mite or something similar. Another said it wes the 
difference in vigor between the scion and the steck which 
Caused abnormal growth to the stock. A few said that it was 
especially the woll that influenced it. Ona clayey, cold soil 
gfe was much wove apt to find 1% than in a light but rich soil. 
A few aleo @aid 1% was more common in some nurseries than in 
others; the neighborhood of ris was considered {in Orleans) 
to be much worse than either in Orleans or in Angers. ‘the same 
man who said the last also remrked that there are strains of 
Paradise and Douoin grown by different nurserymen and that appar 
ently some strains are much more easily attacked than others. 

Questioned as to what they did when they had this 
Gisease, & few seid they burned all their plants end one nmar- 
seryman in Orleans admitted in the heat of a discussion, that 
hie working men were given orders to exclude eli stock for 
foreign shipment that even had slight effections., Hints were 
given to me in Orleans thet some nurserymen in the neighborhood 
of Paris buy their stock indiseriminstely from small, ignorakh 
growers, I was informed in the same place that in Angers some 
parties wore not afraid of mixing their stocks when short for 
big shipments, fn how far these last charges are true, I do 


mot know, but I know that the exporters from the nelgyborhood 
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of Paris apparently buy their stocks from smaller parties, 
Of the mny nurseries I saw I my say that IT found 
Vinoent le Breton at La Pyramide, near Angers, and Barbier & 
Gos, here in Orleans, among the best. The last one had some 
exceedingly healthy stock of Paradise, Paradise Jaune de Metz 
and Doucin. ‘they grow all their own stock and the foreman, 
tr, Roussel, I found « man well posted and not being afraid 
+9 ga11 this orown-gall a real bad disease, against which if 
wes everyone’ s duty to watch. Mr. Soussel also mid that the 
- ptrein of Paradise they grow is singularly strong and he sames 
gaw any crown-gall on them. I also notleed that this stock was 
of a much darker color than the ones ordinarily seer. | 
' Qne of the members of the firm besfosse~Thuillier & 


Cle showed ne several types.of both Doucin and Paradise in his 





nursery; he marked them on page 65 of his catalogue, which fT 
herewith forward under separate cover. It may be well, perhaps, 
to test these various straine in» suitable locality in the 
United states. tr. Dewsfoswe could not give me any information 
| in regard to their resistance te crown-gall ss he pretended not 
to know it. 

In case some experiment should be wade T recommend 
Barbier & Cie at Orleans and Vincent le Sreton at La Pyramide 
{near Angers) for very healthy stock. 

Desfosse-Thuillier at Orleans, Levavaseur at Orleans, 
Georse Benard at Orleans, Andre Leroy at Angers, Charles Detriche 
at inane: Victor Detriche at Angers for ordinary stock among 
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whith there may be some slightly affected material, aleo F. 
Delaunay at Angers. | | 

Perdinand Jamin st Bourg la Reine iSeine} and perhaps 
some other growers in the vicinity of Paris for badly affected 
material. 

Well, this covers about what Y head to say in regard 
to my observations here im France. The res] work will have te 
be done in America where various votanical species of Yalus wiil 
have to be tried in an affected district to test their resistance 
to thie crowi-gall. | 
| As this report ia of special interest to Mir. Wms As 
Yaylor and Dre Townsend, I wish you would kindly let them have it. 

I remain, Sir, 

Very sincerely yours, 


- PRANK i, MOYER. 


Grieans, France, 
Uctober 6, 1909, 
Mr. Wis Ae Taylor, 
Through Mr. David Pairchild. 
Dear bar. Taylor; 
Yesterday I arranged with Mesers. Leon Chenault & Co., 
nrarserymen at Orleans, Houte d* Olivet No» 79, to send to itr. 
I. Pe KRoosa, our despatch agent at Yew York, one parcel con 


taining 100 two year old poucin apple trees and 100 one year 
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old Paradise apple trees, to be used by Dr. Townsend in his tests 
of resistance of various varieties of apples to crown-gall. 

Tt am also notifying ir. Roose to forward this parcel 
of trees to you at his very earliest convenience. We sre send- 
ing these trees via Belgium as the new laws concerning freed of in- 
sect and fungus peste on nursery stock, between America and France, 
have not been terminated yet, while Belgium end Holland have done 
80 already. 

I purchased those trees from Mr, Vincent le ireten at 
la Pyramide (near Angers) whose nursery is regularly inspected 
by a State Intomologist and whose plants If found very claan from 
any disenze. 

I left the roots om thege plants so ac to have e chance 
to bare them inspected more closely at ee er De Ce It is 
somewhat too early yet to ahip sclongs es the plants are everywhere 
still in fuli leaves. 

Thia whole problem of finding out here in Prence whether 
the murserymen possess varieties of Doucin and of Paradise which 


are more resistant to crown~gall than others is a very difficult 


question, But one thing is sure; there are several strains of 
beth grown by verious parties and it will be a good thing to order 


a few hundred trees froma dozen or so nurserymen and have them 
; 7 planted on « suitable plese of land and test them for their 
| resistant qualities. 
‘In {or rather nesr) Angers I found thet #. Vincent le 


Breton had especially very healthy stoc«, while here in Orleans 
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| Barbier & Cie have the dest stock that I sw here in this whole 
| neighborhood. 
| I am writing a more extended report on my observations, 
Wat I my say this, that nesrly el] the murseryren agrve that 
Paradise stock is mich more easily attacked by crown gall than 
Coucin or than the Paredise jaune de Mets, which last one is 
an intermediate form between Paradise and Dewcine The more 
intelligent and responsible murserymen also say that they never 
export Taradige to the United Stetes but they say that sone 
foreign nurseryuen are in the habit of calling the ordinary 
paradise ” French Paradise” and the Douwein “English Paradise” 
and that there is a possibility that some have simply written 
“Paradise” and that the nurserymen who vecelved such orders have 
perhaps sent the ordinary paradise, which proved then afterwards 
a failure. There are also apparently no fruiting trees of 
either Paradise or Soucin in the whole of France, as nome of 
the sany mureerymen and others I asked had @ver See Olas rs 
C. A» Bunyard, however, of the nursery firm at Naidstoney Kent, 
@agland, told me that they had a few trees in their murseries, 
but he has only scen a few fruits on thom once in 6 or 7 years 
and that it simply ont of the question to ocbtuin seeds of these 
warieticoas 7 

A member of the firm of Vilmorin~ And Leux at Cle gave 
in consideration to give the Siberian erab a gogd test as a 
stock for dwarf-~apples ant rom what I have seen of this erab 
im Manchuria and Siberia I should thiuk thet 1t may anewer for 
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this purpose, 
Well, later on more. 
With Kindest regards, I remain, Sirg 
Very sincerely, 


FRANK WN, MEYER, 


Hamburg, Germany, 
O¢tober 14, 1909. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

On Monday, October 11, I took the Puris-Serlin exprese 
at 2:00 P.M. in Paris, and Tuesday, October 1Z, at 7:00 A.M. saw 
me land at the “Hauptbahnhof in Hamburg. As soom as I was some~ 
what accustomed to the greet change in climate, language and 
general habits here, I went to the Hamburg Botanical Gardens, 
where I found that the Director, Prof, Dre E. Zacharias, would 
be absent for several days. Im his plese fr, “illiam Heering, © 
who knows you too, having met you in Kiel, received me and whowed 


me all around and took especie) pains to assist me in the Szolla 


matter, for which I mainly came to Hamburg. 


Well, I was told thet all the Acolla plants that were 
sent to Jerman Bast Africa were propagated here and then sent 


in charge of some interested person ty their destinations, They 
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803. 
grew them for such shipments in flat earthen saucers, with very 
Little water in them, ont when @ saucer was well filled, so that 
the whole mags was practisally solid, they placed each saucer in a 
flat box, in moist sphagmum and hed a class cover on the box that 
Gould be opened so as to admit airy and water. <Asolla shipped that 
wey warives in excellent condition. 
They are not absolutely certain whet species this Azolla is, but 
‘9 me it looks somewhat robust form of our ordinary Agolla carve 
linians, and ir, Hildebrani, the propagator in charge of this 
material, thought so too. In the Herburg Botanice] Sardens they 
¢guld not tell me whether the plant is a euecess in exterminating 
the mosquitoes, which Professor Bartren, the Director of Fisheries 
in Wiesbaden, advertises it so much to be, As such, I went in the 
afternoon to the Institut for schiffs-und Tropenkrankheiten" at 
is other end of Mamburg, and after some asking and waiting I was 
introduced to Pref, Ollwig, who was the very man who had charge 
of these moaquite extermimtion problems in the German Colonial 
possessions. “his gentleman wis, of course, a very busy man end 
I found him right in the midst of examining microsoppical preparates, 
but we had e long talk avout this Azolia and about Prof. Bartman 
jn Wiewbaden and «the outcome ia negative. Frof. lr. Ollwig said 
that Herr Bartman had advertised this Agolla right and left, and 
that ag a result thereof the Institut has been the unfortunate 
receivelt of an enormous manber of questions for more intormetion, 


which they themselves dia not have; but worse yet than this in- 
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discrimimting advertising, Herr Bartmn had written and said 
things thet were absolutely untruthful and he had ede it out 
as if the Institut had given him support in these matters, 
which was exceedingly annoying to those in charge of these 
mosquito problems. Prof. Ohiwig stated at mr special request 
what his private opinion was of this Azolla, that it my be of 
some use in spedial places, bul that so far as present experi- 
ments went, {1} the plants will not grow in dense or even 
moderate shade; os such they are of no use in the tropical 
forests, where lerge and omil pools of water are the very 
places where it ia needed. (2) the plants do not stand any 
great cold or short seasons, for which reason they are excluded 
from the hich elomted ani from the morthern regions. (3) ther 
do not stand saltish or brackish water and cannot be ubilized 
a8 such noar the coocte; {4)] in case of » drouth they all perish 
and it would be too much work to stock little pools or water 
expanses every time, Prof. Ollwig will be very glad, however, 
to hear from ug what our success will be with it. 

Although this Agzolia then, after all, is not what it 
ies cleimed to be and perhaps to be assigned to the notorious 


"Wonderberry" section, I still thought we might give it « trial 


and for that reason Yr. Hildebrand packed and shipped, under 


my direction, one parcel of it to you and one to Dre Ja Be 
Smith, at Hew Brunswicke 
As this letter is, of course, of special interest to 


Dr» Smith and to Dr. Ls 0 Howard, T wich you would kindly send 
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& Gopy of the most important parts of it to these two gentlemen, 


I also return that printed copy of Herr Bartman which Dr. J. 2B. 


Smith gave me, while we had a talk about this Aczolla problem in 
your yoos some time in July, 

In regard to the hardiness of this Azella, I was assured 
by both Mr. C, Widmaier, the Inspector of the Hamburg Botanical 
Gardens, and Mr. Hildebrand, the propagator, that the plants 
have sagocsetully over~wintered in the vicinity of Hasbarg in 
some sheltered nooks, and that in Holland it has become s regu« 
lar pest in some of the stagnant canals. Well, My own obeerva~ 
tions in Holland some & or 10 years ago were that especially in 
the vicinity of Haarlem and Leyden this tlant covered whole 
Canals, In spring and early summer it was nearly absent, but 


at the end of summer it looked here ani there as if a screen 


velvet carpet was covering the weter and in the autumn this ereen 


turned inte a vivid brown-red., It used to overgrow and oxtermi- 


nate the indigenous species of Lemma, Like lye Minor, Le Me 





L, trisulca, etc., and some bulb and truzk farmers used to 
harvest it and after having 14 stacked up and allowing it to 
decompose, used it ag a mamre the following epring, especially 
for spinach beds and for cabbages,. 
IT am, 
Yours very sincerely, 


FRANK HN. oY ie 
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Hewbures, Germany, 
October 14, 1909. 

Dear Mr. Peirenild: 

Herawith I arn forwarding to you throuch the kindness 
of Dr. William Heering, of the Hamburg Botanical Gardens, one 

parcel containing Baclls sp. {apparently a robust form of A. 

¢eroliniana), The best way to winter these little vlante through 

ig to place them in a flat earthen vessel, with eome peaty or 
clayey soil in the bottom and only a sm.1l amount of water on 

it, Such a flat vessel to be placed in « ooo] place in ws 

house and ag near to the Light age possible. As soon a8 spring 
sets in theese plants may be put in many flat vessels, also with 

a little soil at the bottom, bot mow with more water (one or two 

inches), and be given a warmer place, in which way they multiply 
rapidly. 
then the weather outside has become quite warm, these 

Plante may be put in the iadese where the experiments have to 

be darried out Care has to be taken, however, to harden the 
| Plants off for e few deya in the open, before putting them out 
in marehes or ponds. 

In case this shipment should fail for some reagon or 
another, the Ramburg Botauics] tearden is willing to duplicate 
it. I am sending Dr. J. B, Smith, “ntomologiot, State. “xperi- 
ment Station, New Brunewicx, New Jersey, = similar parcel and a 
copy of this letter. Ym another letter IT am giving you a full 


a report on the matter 
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87. 
I remain 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N. MSYER. 


Berlin, Germany, 
November 1, 1909, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Rerewith 1 am sending you four packages by sample post. 
‘wo of these packages contain only entomological specimens and 
I wish you would kindly turn them over to or. Howards As the 
German lawe prohibit the mcpnent of live woody plants from 
Amerios, China and Jepan inve this country, it would be inter~ 
esting if some scales or other insects shouldn't exist already 
here that they wanted to Keep out. . 

Ome package contains only pathological material and 
may be given to Yire. Patterson, although there are = few pleces 
of crown gall dieease in it in which Dr. Townsend takes so much 
interest. 

The last package consists of a few aamples of seed for 
the botanical seed collection, in charge of My, Skee@la. 

Por facilitiest sake I herewith give a List of eontents 


of these four packages. 
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intomo logical Speéieans 


Seales on Acer tegmentosum (Count Schwerins place Thyrow) 
Seales on Ribes mogollonicum (Spath nurserios near Berlin) 
Seales on Tilia parvifolia (Dehlem Bot. Gardens near Berlind) 
Scales on Pinus cembra (Dahlem lot. Gardens near Berlin) 

Scales on Fraxinus excelsior (Imhlem Bot. Gardens near Berlin) 
Séales on Ampelopsis quinquefolia (Uahiew Bot. Gardens near Berlin) 
Seales on Ulmus seabra (Dahlem Hot. Gardens near Berlin) 

Seales on Salix sp. (Uehlem Bot. Gardena near Berlin} 

Scales on Populus angustifolia (Dahlem Bot. Gardens near Berlin) 
Seales on Nerilum oleander (Augers, France) 

Scales on Pinus sp, (Hesse Nurseries, Weener, Cermany) 

Live dady beetles on Waple trees at Thyrow, Gerrany. 


Creeping insects on Vlas trees at Dahlem Bot. Gardens, Berlin. 


Pathological Specimens 
Crown gall on Paradise stocks. (Nurseries of Derd, Jamin at 


Bourg la Reine, France, } 
Galis on an old Paradise apple tree in the Spath Narseries near 
Berlin, 
Diseased lilac leaves {Spath Nurseries near Berlin) 
Diseased leaf of Prunus lanrocernaus. (Srussels, Belgium). 
Pungue on leaves of Morus alba, ({lurseries of Vincent le Breton, 


near Angers, France, ) 
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‘rapa natans = purchased on the street in angers, France. 


Almond x Peach « Barblers Nurseries, Orleans, France.» 

Corylus colurna ~ Barbiers Nurseries, Orleans, France. 

Amygdalis nana « Dehlem Botanical endeie near Berlin, 

Cone of Seladopytus verticiliatus - Hesse Murseries, Weener, Germany. 
Prumia lauro-cerasus « Hurgeries of Yenceut Le Bretot, near 


angers, France. 


Well, I will first mil this letter for these sample 
post paciages may travel faster than parcel post ones. I have 
been making a stack of notes of what T have seen these lagt WeExs 
ana I intend to write you some big reports these coming days. 

I obtained some of my mil from St. Petersburg, but there wasn't 
any reply from the Russian Government conrerning our Central 
Asia, work, 

I bsd my old interpreter with me here in Berlin for a 
couple of days, the one who went with me through “stern siberta 
and Northern Manchuria, and he is willing to 20 again, but he 
would like to obtein my decision as soom as possible as he in« 


tends to engage again in another line of business, fT do not 





know what to do as yet; maybe I will take him with me te 5b, 


Petersburg, as I need someone there anyway. He lives in Russian 


Poland, not far from the German frontier and ~ could meet him 
in Bresleu and travel from there together to St, Petersburg 


and farther on. 








ae oige 8089199. solr sh onesie = =, Spat x Dapmis 
eal spauton, wie 


ay x . 2 orient 


gBts 


eiquas eae sot wetted ‘pide ‘Etim Sort’ ine “Stow? oe Lite 
“evad sande fe 09 ‘feoteg ‘nds todadt “fovent ‘vate «i 84 


Dug Peas 


exgow dual aseds Heo evod r “thee * ae ‘gegen te : 





imi 


~ od ttw 1 oF babtnt * ‘fins 
Sam ovedd “ind ars te der? thon em 6 aot becikatse't 
"Ted een > gaktresncs ‘Sprito¥ a0 ieiteont oh ‘att ia : 
stor ates 






se yab gn imos ove obratét ot ‘ation 








a x03 abl eo ni ened on tw 


aised la awtedt’ dywonlt 4a ale ono ‘eae ne ot ee aby’ ‘te aidireo 





ad dad mene oa OF aatifiw et ed pal’: o a mais 
nth Of 82 ‘a idtasie: sa Koca Be nde ‘até e out bition 
tot om I venom teu te oath ‘yostore mt abate vasa os hunt 


Cau ieee d oad ftw + advan (iM ee ‘ye “te 


ay 


“ahd toon bined 4 bes Wabition’ fame 


of Bees 3 i 





nateest ar ower en 





gruderetel #0 of sulted ‘own est ii sole a tag 


nine | 


win ae | 





, Mee 


pid a ae ~~ 


B10. 
‘rusting the above mentioned mteriel reaches you in 
i ane a Youre very sincerely, 





PRANK H, MEYER. 


Berlin, Germany, 
November &, L9OS, 
Dear Mire Feirchild: 

Gome deys ago I received a letter from Jr. Albert Venn 
dated October 4, 1909, and containing two blank forms, vdatiing 
to promotion matters. I have filled out {or rather eile in} 
the min vette The exact dates of how i spent my life are 
dertainiy not vot and even if wanted, I do not recollect them 
all myself, mm ease, however, some more deteils are neceseury 
please let me know and [ Whil try to give them. I remain 
Very sincerely yours, 

PRANK UB, MUYSR. 
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Berlin, Germany, 
November 2, 1909. 
Frank NM. Meyer 
Agricultural Explorer 


@1600,00 per anrum. 


1. Sducation, An ordinary school education wo to 14 years of 
age, After that much private tuition in Foreign 
languages, in Botony, Drawing (mechanical and land 
scape), Arithmetic and Measuring, Principles of plant 


propagation, ete. 
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Bs rvestenees Prom léth to 16th yoar us a pupil in the Botanic 
. Gardens of Amyterdam, from 16th to 23rd year ae an 
‘onane and aesiwtact +o Prof. Hongo de Vries in his 
special experimantel sarden. From 23rd to 25th year 

as a gardener in commerital murserias in Seland, 
especially having learned the culture of fruits and 
vegetables under ‘init and the culture of fruit trees 
agadinat willis end fencer as is vracticed in the 


eguntrics of Northern “urope. 






Se Departmental Service. From October 23, 1901 to meust 31, 
1902, as a gerdener in the Department greenhouses at 
‘“achington, Ds G. Resigned September 1, 1992. 

September 15, 1902, re-entered Departmental service 
again ei the Plant Improvement Gerden at Senta An, 
Gelifornia, Yorked there as 2 propagstor and all 
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812. 
around gardener. Resigned on account of very unsatisfactory 
conditions at the garden and improper treatment by 


Mr. Ps Pierce, in charge, om April 1, 1903. Worked 





as head gardener in a carnation and palm oursery in 
Wontecito, California, from April 1903 until March 15, 
1904. Made journeys of study in California, Mexico, 
and Cuba from March 16, 1904, until Aueust 1, 1904, 
Worked in the t+ Louis Botanical Gerdens from 
August 1, 1904 until July 1, 1905, as © propagator 
of mainly herbaceous plants. Was also member of the 
| ' Jury on Forestry at the Morkd’s Pair in Sh. Louis 
during September 1904, He-entered Department service 
for the third time on July 10, 1905, as an agricul-~ 
tural explorer. Left Washington, D. G. on July 27, 
| 1906, and returned to the same city July 7, 1908, 
| having visited in these three years parts of Japan, 
| | Koretiy Tastern and Northern China, Manchuria and 
Metern Siberia and collected nearly 2000 mumbers of 
various plants and seeds. | 
4. Reoulte accomplished, Yalusble wrieties of Chinese fruits, 
vegetables, cover crops and ornamental plants intro- 
duced, From February 1909 until July 1909 having 
| written hig observations on Chinese agrie and horti- 
culture in a series of four bulletine which are in 


course of publication. 
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: vy qualifications, These questions can hardly be 
| qnevarel ty the watersigned himself. 
6. Publications. Aside from some contributions to some news- 
} papers and megezines for which never received any 
remuneration, the undersigacd has not written much 
as yet besides the bulletins mentioned above. 
%. Glassification. To be answered by those in charge. 
8. Vales Yo be anserred by those in charge. 
. | PRANK N. MUYER. 


Berlin, Germany, 
Roverber 2, 1909. 
Dear Mr. beirchild: 
‘two Letters B received from you which were sent up 
to me from St. Petersburg. mm the one from Oetober 1, 1909, 
I see your notes how Messrs, Tracy ond Fischer have resigned, 


~ 


I, too, hope thet the climate there in humid Pars will sult 


7 SS =< . «a- 


Vr, Fischer, for if not~-what then?~ hat « pity the Panam 
Canal Commi ssion fools obliged to leave agriculture] development 
over to private interests. If possible, cannot our Sureau take 
this line of work over? VYhen South Texas possesses « demin- 
stration garden, Pensma, which is going to he se fer more impor- 
Gant surely ought te heve one. Whether i, Sehal ts will Like 
aay, it in Chies ig a doubtful things Chico is for from tropical 
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and if Wr. Schulte went to South Florids because he Liked the 
tropics, then he certainly will mot find Chico to hie likings. 

| About the insertion of Uhinese characters in the text 
of my bulletins, yes, if it can be done, all right, but--how 
long a time will pass before all these affairs wiil be arranged? 
Yes, I know thet the spelling is not uniform in my Chinese book. 
Firstly, the dialect question has emiered into it and, secondly, 
different interpreters had different methods of patting down 
Chinese sounds in Mglish letters, but one has thie trouble all 
over China, It will give Mr. GSwingle some labor if he is going 
to regulate these matters, but of course, it really ia = good 
thing and if he accomelishes it, my best thanks are due to him. 
Please tell him so. 

I am very pleased to hear the Chinese cabbages sre 

turning out so welly I sm really sorry I cannot teste them, Tf 
suppose Mori enjoys them hugely, doesn’t be? 


About this new gcedlese grape, "Bleck Momkue". Yes, 


ae 


yong 


I teo saw them in “ugie nd and could mot obtain much information 


: 
j ) 
- 


as to their origin, but I expect thom to come from Turcestan or 
the Toaucasue, Fr. Vaurice de VYilmorin told me, by the way, that 
the grapes from these regions are of no use in Central Prance, 

- they do not set or ripen probably on acegunt of insufficient 
heat and of too much atmospheric i ote He could not tell me 
whether they behaved better in Algeria, but I suppose they do. 
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I haven't heard as yet of any Russian apple stock and 
am making inquiries. In Siberia they use the true Siberian crab 
@s stock, Dut it docs not dwarf as much ag Porndise or Doweine 


You received probably my full report about the crown gall di sease, 


| 
| 


didn't you, and did the Asolla arrive in good shave? I hove Br. 
Young will make use of these post cards that were gotten up 
especially for ammouncing me whether letters or packages had 
arrived, | 

Your Lrebter of October 6, 1909. I am glad you will 
write Yr, Jean Houseau de Ipheiec and keep in touch with him, 
He really ia one of the few experts in the world on bamboos and 
if some kind of an enploynent is not available for him, we 
ought almost to aia him make a full report of the bamboo ine 
dustry in Algeria; for, the experiences of the French there in 
North Africa can be applied almost immediately to California 


and to parts of Arizona. 


— =); _ 


ee OT 
. i 


I just got a lon; and interesting personal Letter 
from Mr. de Lehaie, He writes me that he is sorry there is 
only such ® very short article about the bamboos in our yeer- 
book for 1908, He says he would like to compose a long and 
instructive adoue of writing in our next yearbook, Ye also 
suggests to plant our banboos there in Brooksville earlier than 
we intend to do, vis., in November or December, ‘Whether that 

would be better than Pobruary or early March ie a thing I 
myseL? doudt, but, if possible, Bone experiment ought to bé 
mde to settle this very difficult question of transplanting. 
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816. 
In Peking the Chinese say, "Transplant in the hottest month of the 
year,"in Central China one hears, ‘In early fall is the best time," 
and in Jayan it seems that early spring is preferred, I myself 
would prefer the time that the new growth begins to appear, but 
of course, in our case where the plants have to be transported for 
such a long distance and where the summer's heat and drought grows so 
shrong all of a sudden as in Florida, we better have our plants 
established when the new growth appears. ir. De Lehale also draws 
our attention to the denger of having plots of bamboos with running 
rhizomes planted too closely together and where one species then 
often annihilates the other or mixes up so badly that study is 
{mpossible. That is a fact, as you also probably have seen on 
your travels and I strongly recommend to keep the plots of those 
large running kinds at a Rixtabes of at least 100 feet, if possible. 
Yon know those rhizomes often push 10 feet ahead per year, In 
Peking the common Phyllostachys henonis moves 3 feet per year and 
that is only the small variety end growing in en unfavorable climate. 
It may come ‘ pass that our whole 20 acres there in 5rooksville will 
be auite insufficient to harbor all the various species we may bring 
in, 

I also received a letter from Vr. Stairs of the Agri- 
cultural College at Guelph, Ontario, which I enclose herewith and 
which I wish to see filed or turned over to the public printer or 
whosoever takes notice of such recuests, I wrote Mr. Stairs slready 


| that I would have notice teken of his recuest; so further action is 
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817. 
not necessary, I find that my correspondence, official as well as 
personal, which had begun to slacken so Sieieke while in America, 
begins to grow again considerably for several persons in Burope 
whome I met on these last voyages have entered into correspondence 
with me, 

Yesterday I spent the whole day in the Herbarium of 
the Berlin Botanical Gardens, but it is strictly systematically 
arranged and some genera also according to monographs and besides 
that, they are overhauling whole families, so it is far from easy 
to find things. ew reming still the very best of all wropean 
and American gardens for richness of material and for facilities 
of study. 

Well, in another letter more about my observations 
these last times. I remain, 

Very sincerely yours, 


FRANK N, MEYER. 


Berlin, Germany, 
November 3, 1909. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
In former letters and cards I spoke of having visited 
the Resse Nurseries at “eener, Hanover, Germany. ‘ell, I herewith 


will write a few details about it. Mr. Herman A. Hesse started on 
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@ Very small scale about 30 years ago there in the northwest corner 
of Germany close to the Dutch frontier and today his nurseries 
occupy over 130 Hectare and are still expanding. His soil is mostly 
sandy peat, an ideal soil for the propagation of small plants and 
the climate is cool and maritime, being close to the Worth Sea. 
Their specialty is conifers of all descriptions, but woody plants 
in general are also mich propageted, Mr. Hesse makes it a practice 
to purchasing as many new plants as are being offered by other 
nurseries and I found on his place to my surprise most of the plants 
that Veitch has introduced through Wilson. ‘There sre aleo several 
rare species of Pinus sent in by Burpus from Mexico. of Pinus 
bungeana they had a whole frame full, bute«they were only seedlings 
and cost 35 marks per hundred! In maples they have some very rare 
species and varieties. Acer creticum, for instance, is s small 
evergreen maple, Acer mandshuricum assumes beautiful scarlet colors 
in fall and has trifoliate leaves, Amygdalus nene from Turkestan, 
although rare and ornamental, offers little of economic value. The 
hybrids between Forsythia suspensa and FP, vividissima, especially 
Forsythia intermedia densiflora and Porsythia intermedia vitellina 
are strikingly handsome and well worth becoming better known, 
Populus alba nivea is a very white-leaved poplar, extremely cheery 
against dark backgrounds. Viburnum alni folium has often enormous 
leaves, which color deep bronse in autumn, This species seems to 
love a moist, peaty soll, ag 1¢ doesn’t do well on dry or sandy 


soils, In the maples there is also the rare Acer crassipes with 
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characteristic, rather thick deurens The little-known Bronssonetia 
Kazinoki is also quite interesting. It doesn't seem to grow as tall 
or as rapidly as B, papyrifera, In Corms I noticed the golden- 
leaved Cornus alba Spathii and the dark-violet colored leaved C, Hessii 
which came from seed that was sent in from Siberia. ‘then I saw how 
Cotoneaster grafted on Sorbus aucuparia grew almost faster than on 
their own roots. ‘They even had grafted then on stems 8 feet tall and 
they could well be used in gardens of small dimensions, HExochorda 
Giraldi is a new species from Western China, said te be better than 
the ordinary kinds of pearl~bushes, Magnolia salicifolia, from Japan, 
ig also very little known as yet. Malus nietawetzkyana is sold here 
as an ornamental flowering apple. I slso saw how rare willows are 
grafted on Salix alba and perhaps also on other species and rare 
species of Sorbus sll go on Sorbus aucuparia. ‘These modern mursery- 
men graft or bud the majority of their plants nowadays. ‘Tilia mon 
goliaa with leaves like o Vitis is also interesting and may be 
extremely hardy, There were also nearly all the ordinary well-known 
shrubs and trees but it is no use writing dbent them, I requested 
Mr. Hesse to send you a catalogue and trust it will reach you soon. 
The one object against visiting this interesting nursery is the fact 
that it ts in such an out-of-the-way corner; to illustrate this I 


my say that I left Hamburg October 15 at & A.M, had to change cars 


ee 


and wait in Bremen and in Oldenburg and arrived at Yeener at 1 P.M 
| and the next day I had the same thing, leaving Yeener at 3:40 P.M, 


I had to change and wait agein in Leer, Oldenburg and Bremen and 
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arrived in Hamburg at 11:30 P.¥, ‘They told me in summer there is 
& better service, However. The one great adwantage, however, to 
Wr. Hesse is this; his working men do not readily leave him on 
account of expense of travel and ag such he is assured of a steady 
supply at low prices, a thing mrseries near large cities are ab- 
solutely unable to obtain nowadays, as I was repeatedly assured 
these last months in various plaees. 

I had many tales with Mr. Hesse and he will be very 
Pleased to send us such things os we want, for things that we have 
to offer. 

Now that I speak about Nurseries, I will also take 
the celebrated Spath Nurseries, Baumechulenweg near Berlin. [f 
spent there two solid days, Vine, Ostober 27 and 26 and saw only 
part of it as it covers 325 Hestaren and is also still growing. 
It ts mich easier to reach than the Hesse Nurseries, wat still it 
takes about a solid hour from the heart of Berlin to its gates, 
by railroad and by electric cars. These Spath Nurseries are as 
very large establishment, with several hundred people daily at work 
anf in asking for Yr, Spath and stating my mission, I was directed 
to the dendrologist, Wr. Hugo Jensen, whom I found extremely well 
informed and of very pleasant ways. I found these nurseries not 
as rich in conifers as those of Mr. Hesse and the gotl is nearly 
entirely pure sand, but there wis a emll arboretum which contained 
a number of interesting shrubs and trees, Both nurseries haven't 


| put all their plants in their cataloguce, but it seemed to me that 
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621. 
Mr. Hesse in general head more real novelties in trees and shrubs, 
but that the Spath Nurseries possese the oelitienstey of decid- 
ugus trees and shrubs, I saw some interesting hybrids between 
Malus pronifolia pendula and M, floribunda, slso between M, niets- 
wetzkyana and te floribunda, the ideal being to obtain more weeping 
forms of various large flowering ornamental apples, According to 
what I saw, they are faikly well on the read to see their ideals 
realised and if this goes well with apples, why shouldn't flowering 
cherries be crossed also to obtain still vetter types. You receive 
the Spath catalogue, isn't it, so I hardly need to tell you what 
they possess here, but there are a few things well worth a spesial 
mentioning, viz., edible mountain-ash berries, Sorbus sucuparia 
moravica, So auc, rossica and 3. ouce ross. major, vide Tages 49 
and 50 of Spath 1908-10 Catalogue, These varieties deserve, in my 
opinion, a very good trial in such of our Northern States where 
these mountain ashes thrive, they my form an appreciated addition 
to the home fruits. ‘the plumapricot (Prums dasycarpa Uhrh) is 
also something of indereet, Mr. Jensen, told me it was a fine 
fruit to eat. {Page 50). Then in roses I was informed that the 
Muropean nurserymen are still looking for a climbing rose with 
bright yellow flowers. Well, let them experiment with this double 
yellow Rosa soanthings of which My. Oliver possesses perhaps the 
only specimen outside of China, In maples I noticed Acer pennsyl- 
vanicum erythrocladum with beautiful carmen-red twigs, especially 
attractive in winter time, Alms rhombifolia and Alnus Spaethii 
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are two very attractive alders, well worth being planted in parks. 


Betula medwediervi, a new specie of birch from the Coucesus, with 


leaves mope like an alder than a birch, Forsythia intermedia 


spectabilis again a new form of these golden bell bushes. Morus 
alba aurea, & rare golden milberry, not only having golden leaves, 
but also yellow twigs, making it - attractive shrub even in 

winter, Jhotinia villosa laevis, « rere rosaceous shrub, loaded in 
fall with scarlet berries and having then colored foliage too, which 
persists for a long time into winter, Meany spseies ani forms of both 
Pimas and Malus, some perhaps of grent value av stocks in various 
regions. “runus laure cerasus schipksensis and Pr, lauroc, schipk. 
Zabeliana, both not as handsome as the ordinary kind, but, extremely 
hardy, especially the last, which my do well even in our morthern 
states and be an appreciated low evergreen shrub. Many peetes of 
Ribes for breeding purposes. Robinia Holdtii Britsensis, a hybrid 
Robinia, extremely floriferous ani keeping its foliage a long time, 
a very good tree for simll gardens as « single epecimen. Salix alba 
vitellina pendula, « very good weeping willow; growing to perfection 
in the vid nity of Berlin on very poor soil, but loving to be near 
the water, my be fit for our northern states, sea it is said to be 
mach hardier than Salix babylonica. Many species and varieties of 
Sorbus, like 3. poh vashanengis, S, pekinensis, %. thianshanica, all 
rather recently introduced and resembling in the young state et least, 


one another very mech. Ulmus campestris wobraculifera, the round- 
headed elm from Central Asia, may be fit as a shade tree in our semi- 
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825.6 | 
arid states, I also saw some new species of Berberis intepduced 
from Turkestan, a new Tilia from the same region and some minor 
things, Zleagnus hortensis, apricots and peaches from the ssme 
regions had failed to ripen fruits es yet. ‘Mr, Jensen told me 
that they had sent him stones of a pesch said to grow as large as 
a child's head, also ocourfing in Central Asia, He showed me a 
tree that had come up from s« seed of this varicty, but one could 
Clearly see the Berlin climte was too cold for it. I showed Ii, 
Jensen some of the photos I took in China and when he saw those 
round-headed willows and pyramidal poplars he asked whether they 
Could not obtain some from us in exchange for mterial they have. 
He suggested that our office make up a list of material for ex~ 
change and they will do the same, of their rare things. Only, and 
that ie a bad only, Germany does not admit woody plants to be 
introduced from the United States, Chine or Japan, so seeds are 
always the best, but when cuttings sre sent by sample post and 
not by parcel post, then they generally arrive in good shape, as 
the postal authorities do not sista: Kv time to inspect every sample 
package. ‘This information is, of gourse, confidential. This whole 
entomologi¢al inspeetiémmbusiness is very strange to comprenend, 
ij Mngland, France and perhaps Be leium, too, allow Oriental plants to 
be introduced from their countries of origin and Germany allows again 

English and French planty to be introduced into her territory, so 
how are they going to keep the insects out? 

Last Sunday, October 51, 1909, Mr. Jensen showed me 


around through some of the villa parks and suburbs of Serlin and 
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pointed out some of the plantings made by the Spath Nurser! as. 
I saw to my surprise that several of the American oaks like 
Quercus rubra, 9. polustris, G» aipitenin an hybrids between 
them mie excellent street trees here on this sandy soil of 
Prussia. American lindens, catalpe syringaefolie, Taxodium 
distichum, Prunus virginiana and many American hawthorne were 
to be noticed in several places and all doing well, Berlin 
certainly takes care of its streets and its parks and even 
gmll house owners develop an originality in beautifying their 
grounds that is as remarkable as it is praise-worthy., ‘The 
world at large can learn still moh here in this land, where 
the people are just now living in o second remissance) 

| Last Friday, October 29, I visited Count Schwerin, 
at Thyrow, Prussia, who is President of the Deutsche ain 
logischen Geselschaft and who is a specialist on maples and 
ren I had been recommended by a few people to see his 
place, but«-dt is not worth the trouble, The arboretum which 
this gentleman is establishing is quite new, trees are not 
labibed and not well arranged and although one can see a few 
Pane large Populus alt and some other things, it- is not worth 
a special trip for #® man like myself. Count Schwerin asked me 
$0 remember him especially in ease I find any maples on my 
journeys, 30 you <now herewith where we can send them bd, in 
case we have some to spare. J noticed, however, one very 
| remarkable item on his place, viz., hot be@s made from boards 


of reenforeed concrete cement and such frames can be taken to 
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pieces and romoved if wanted, ‘he head gardner told me they 


were vetter than either brick or wood, the firet admits the 
Gold too mich and the last rots too quickly. ‘These individual 
boards and coverpioges are quite heavy, however, but a large 
nursery could make thom themselves in times of scarcity of 
field work; the address of the German concern which makes 
these framces is: Zisenwerke in Tangelhutte, Germany {Park 
verwaltung), mybe they have a catalogue end we could obtain 
some ideas from thems 

I also see in one of my notes that T have to write 
you fuller about Leon Chenault & Bon, turserymen, 70 Route 
atolivet, Orbtans, Frayee, whom I visted on October 4, 1909. 
They are both very intelligent, father and son, and the firet 
especially knows a tremendous number of plants. “hey sre such 
experts at propagating rare plents that whenever Wr, Maurice 
de VYilmorin has anything he oan't make much headway with, he 
turns it over to Messrs. Chenault, It ws from them that I 
heard how the evergreen Californian cherry, /rurms illicifolia 
gan be grafted onto the deciduous P. meahaleb and is then end- 
lesely easier to transplant as when crown on its own roots. 

I requested them to send you their catalogue and 
suppose you obtained it already, They were very eager to 
obtain plants from us which are rare or beautiful and I suppose | 


our office hae to mke out a list of material amilable for 


@xehange. Some Plante I noticed with the Chenneults that were 
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826. 
rare and attractive, like the new evergreen Lonicera pileata, 
the new Osmanthus delavayi, which I do mot take to be hardy 
in America, north of Augusta, Georgia. Allanthus glandulosa 
Giraldi and A, gs. pendulifolia, both with enormous leaves, 
Clerodendron Fargesii with purplish leaves and not as badly 
smelling as Clerodendron Sungeamum, (Gleditsia inermis elegantis~ 
Sim, a honey locust of pewuliar growth and of use as a standard 
tree in formal gardens, ‘belreuteria japonica, of « very compact 
growth and less straggling than Kk, paniculata. lorepetalwn 
chinense, a very interesting shrub of which T also took a plant 
with me from China. Populus angulata cordate robusta, a moat 
remarkable vigorous species. Sorbus cuspidata, » very vertutne 
species, may, however, not be quite hardy in the northeastern 
states as most Himalayan plants do not stand the climate of the 
Bast. Tamarix his Lan aecstivyalis, an elegant smali bush, ex- 
tremely floriferous, good for bedding even in parks. 

Among the asters I hound some remarkable goft and 
beautiful mances, like Beauty of Colwall (lavender), Feltham 
blue (derk blue), A. ibericus ultra morin, (very dark violet- 
blue), Madam Goucheult (rose color), Mese grande, (deep violet), 
Nova Angliae praecox and praecox rubra (both reddish striking), 
Perry's favorite (pink), President Kruger (silvery blue, very 
aoft), Payche (soft blue), Preciosa, (very dark bluej, Salvia 
agurea grandiflora, a very fine variety of deep biue,. 

Well, Mr, Fairchild, this is a substantial message 


and I better reserve my report on the Botanical Gardens of 








brahante enaiie:2tcheibsiAbeet Mahlon Ad tusvk Wilag eee a ‘ bar 
goaqeo ytev a to gsoinor al, abwe ox ogi 
as Lodegetod sacbiias tien ai staal ‘indtniaile weet by ia ORR _ ; ES 
teadg « ate0d.gela I dobdw to. dang. guiteotedat wHos e ected fi 4 a 
tam: & ,atercos sisito® a¢alogne sx luge nah mows emdthe fa a 3 











tieteasdttcon- edt at ybtad ebttup et tem yrovewed yee cata 
oad to e¢awilo odd base ¢co eb etmale ma 

















seco sh- aa. skbbed 50h So. yadwoeNbua ee pe 





baa Mee ediaatanes.omoe ket Lwigtes edt grads; gays : _ | | " 
 madt ier a (rebaeved) diswica te yswaed opkt. spud Laiaalaaeaall ; 
~todcly areb Yiov). wwhies etal exoitodt .&» ; 
(teledy qeed) .obmeny anol ere seit Whwadoged St it 
vigebiinve detabas died) axdvs aecserg fae) xopReNa pak Laces 
Gio oid grevi te) geguw tredieewp, ataeka) ‘oF vs te , 
bbedee’ ghosld. tea ove). eaee lLoetT iptewis, ot | 
SOS Gonb te Ydedgae en tT guy oe sl 
_cgeteom Latémnse die 2 64 eh, qhtMon tay. v fad 
Yo anebsmD Sootnates oat to ne cous 4 


x 


= a Se « é 
ee wna . 
—e .% te -E 
£7 4 an -— 
, _ i 





8275 
Hanburg and Berlin for another letter. I remain 
Very sincerely yours, 
FRANK MN, MEYER. 


Berlin, Germarty , 
: Hovember 3, 1909, 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 
Herewith Iam sending you 5 packages of printed matter. 

Y. is a guide tos Bretagne and adjoining territory and my be of 
use to our office some days I wish you would give it e place 
among your other guide books, Package I] is « little guide to 
Angers with maps and may also be of use in cage another one 
goes again to that region of France. Package III ie a little 
album of the Hamburg Botenical Gardens and Museum, showing what 
an attractive place it is. Ho. I¥ is a little publication from 
the Horticultural Seciety of Angers, France, but as there are 

- gome notes in it concerning diseases on Anenomes, Oaks, vitis, 
etc., it my be of interest t6 some pathologist in our Depart~ 
ment. Wo. ¥ contains » mst ridiculous french horticultural 
paper in which creations a la Burbank are being shown. They 
are full of wit, though. ‘There are also two guides in this 
package,2one from Hasenbeck' e Tier park near Hamburg ani the 

| other from the Zoological Garden here in Berlin. In case you 





a Ree VM tse is me an ie 
ig Re Sepp is See ate gang, Es 
pak tae eer ae a aes F thay ij bys og ‘ me Sb i Eton dee, ak Pee; “ent 


Lata ee Be, i +h . vapigist OE, Pig Ls, 









AGASSI * ks evo ty, gh coe | 
toy. th ino Bo aie a ae Re ee ae § sia oat at 
AGRE gh SOEMOT OM i. ope elie opin ke iin gil apagit 
eee <i Mortal pctenaag 
a tense ‘sail ie. einen a sie gs thane. co. I, ittvere conor tty 
Te ec Yi bugs od azes, Bis _ an 
of obley eidvit s at IL 














re a te. ta 
980, tedden etsg ah cast evar, Oke ay Leyee 


ehdti,. @ ef T1 aglow . 












aol lene Ohi hil gost iat wat dh pisdeiasheaaniaa te: 


as! sided ahaa Somes pattem "te: 
sBdT iY. .soieb- 





‘ 
er ae 
aes (: iy eigen 





adie ah, gob ley, atin lg ott 


odd baie. qyarlandl steqat. oy, TOE Seeaieitemens 
FG MAD 163, 2th Bh ote s in | 
ene ae teeta kee ce UR ee areal pete Sana 














628. 
do not want them yourself I would like to see them given to 
Dr, Baker who my find some east hihi in them applicable te 
our Zo0 in Washington. | | 
Trusting th ese five parcels will reach you 0.%, 7 
remain, Sir, 
Yery sincerely yours, 


PRARK NH, PUYUR. 


Berlin, Germany, 
Hovember 4, 1909, 
Dear Hr. Mairchild: 

Herewith I am sending you by sample post a piece of 
paper as uged by the firm of Barbier & Co., murserymen at Orleans, 
France, e# lining in boxes in which they ship deciduous trees 
and shrubs, for they have found out that deciduous material 
travels much better in nearly airetight pecimges than in open 
ones, while conifers and evergreens are just the opposite, 
wanting a maximum of air and Light while in trangit. 

This paper might perhaps be adopted by us in connece 
tion with our shipping business, that is, if 1% is to be had 
in America. I remain, Cir, | 

very sincerely yours, 


PRANK N, MSYERs 


ad neviy aodtyeaw ot exh, bisaw, cavemen ame dit 0 
Ge oidag tise moult eh -enoltesyaae ence bast qa ortw toda oa 
Blt ab at — pstoaadeioalt sh 908 ae, 
Tt. .a.0 voy doees Lily elpousg evil saedt palteem® =) 
Ake heme 





sstwoy Yleteole yeov | 


| os ARM, ta 
wees yakiee oe i ee ee e 

VEORL gh tondmemON: oes cha by oe. ty wren tian get eile Ap ello 
CO io NE ie, Mae a Allie ie RL phd detent A, Gl: tnglt 
to eneig # tuog efgmee wo woe gthbnes me EMP hwotelh oo. poco 
ponesii) ta nomereeut: 4.00 6 teldead tO mkt edd yd dees ea, eged 
eoott avembloeh qide yoos dolde at eexod. ai galndd eq.,eonert 
latiedes guoubleeb dah dea based svat yods. 402 «eduade, dna 
toga at malt reason: tiphtntea lian: a sotted doum-nder and 
—adieeqge odd dew ote, easorptere han ersinen ofkstw.y eone 
A Ra le ait a: OR: RA A A RNR NN 
women gi es yl bedyobs od aqadeeq agi, weqng. wid... er 
bed od ot of @h kt .ot dun? ceontent emtqyide wa. div aelt 
gee, bers ~ al 
 WABTRAM ogMy mum ee ssnaliinia se me a, i et 


wy i ait? POU ar ve L OT en eR) ae a yO Cov Shap cael Uae Pe ee Ae 
SO a IRE SARE oe ORM AAI IRS i, BI ma IR oA AN IRATE Aa iS aie la 











ote saat Ree: gat * ae Sales ren 1h sholeuige 








8291 
Berlin, Germany, 
November 4, 1909, 

Dear Mr, Fairchild; 

Today I will write you some of my observations on the 
Botanical Gardens and Museum of Hamburg and on those of Serlin. 
Well, as I wrote you in comection with the Agolla investigation 
I arrived in Hamburg October 12 and spent that day and the next 
mainly in the Botanical Gardens snd the Botanical Museum, In 
the gardens they have a good many very interesting plants, Like 
tany rare water plants, liver mosses and.rare greerhouse plants. 
I saw, for instance, for the first time, a tank with “ancroves; 
seedlings of the remarkable Welnirtechia mirabilis; seedlings 
of all sorts of insectivorous plants, for instanceg whole frames — 
full of Darlingtonia californica, of Dionaea muscipula, of 
Droseras, Sarracenias, Pinguiculas, and others; all admittedly 
hard to keep, not to say to raise from seeds, In one house they 
had several seedlings of Myrmecodia emhinata from Java, also a 
rare plant in aubaheubion As the garden is not large and can 
not be extended, they seem to mke it » practice rather to have 
some rare things, than stuff that everyone possesses, ir. Co 
Widmaier, the inspector, would be very pleased to obtein from 
us some Mitchella repens, with soil attached to the roots. 
As thie plant grows in the vicinity of Weshington, D. C., too, 
I do mot suppose there will be meh difficulty in forwarding 


hima sample or two. They also like to get seeds of rare 


rage 
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insect! vorous plants like from our Serracenins, Dionaea, ote. 
I suppose, howaver, that we ourselves cannot obtain such seeds 
very well, isn't it? Dr, Wilhelm Heering also gave me a list 
of live plants they have ready for exchange, I enclose it 
herewith, though it seems to me there isn't much in it that 
we, in our rather economic tendencies, are able to use. The 
Botanical Museum of Hamburg is extremely interesting end it 
is @ gad thing that we heave nothing of the xind in Washington. 
They have all sorts of tropical fruite there in aleshol, like 
vrea@fruit, jackfruit, Duria Bhemboutans, litchees, etc, Some 
of these rare fruits I sew there for the firs time in my life, 
like Theobrom bicolor, whith you also saw somewhere in Braet, 
wasn’t it+7 . Then there are all possible kinds of fibres, olis, 
varnishes, dyes, rubbers, among which some very rare ones. The 
tubder-rubber from Central Africa is Vhaphionacme utilis, Stapf. 
which they tried to grow, but lost ageains The museum is, of . 
course, too smll, like all museums nowadays, but still even it 
ia extremoly instructive and of enormous assistance in determin- 
ing materials that are being sent ing “hen one telis these 
people here in Germany that we do not even have a Botanical 
maaum in Washington in connection with our Department, they 
are all surprised and ask the reasons why. 

Thie Botanieal Tnstitute made the impression upon me 
ig of being a omall agricultural Department in itself. ‘They have 


ibs quite « staff of technical people; are making analysis of ver~ 


| ae - fous things sent in; test seeds for germinating powers and 
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purity, ete. They also have a growing herbarium and have 

. parchsased quite recently the whole collection of dried plants 
and micro scopicel preparate from the widow of Sir George Brandis, 
the eminent expert on Indian woods anid bamboos. In the garden 
I noticed a rather rare Colchicum, viz., 0°, byzanthinum, xhich 
is far more ornamental than the ordinary C. autumale am is 
woll worth being planted in our parks if it stands the American 
Climate. 

And now we come to the New Botanical Gardens at 

Dahlem near Berlin, where I have spent several days of late. 
Well, my private opinion is, that as a whole this garden is 
very interesting, but «— the Geographical arrangement is not 


altogether a success. It ia an excellent thing to have ina 





very large botanical garden a geographical section, but--in 

a garden like here in Dehlem, which is far too amil to accom 
modate all plants that are able to grow outdoors, there the | 
geographical arrangement is somewhat detrimental to the purpose 
of it, viz, to facilitate study. Geographical arrangement 
alao necessitates the having of many duplicates and plants 

that cannot very well be placed congenially together in rather 
limited areas. The ideal botanical gerden should be treated 
in the main systemtically, while suitable locations should 
have preference above s rigid system, however, Then trees, 
shrubs, herbaceous perennials and annuals should all be kept 
separate. From each species, several specimens should be kept, 


from different localities so as to show variability, adaptation, 
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etc. All specimens, however, in the systematical section should 
be the strictly botantend types such as found in the wild state. 
Hext to these botanical collections, croupe of plante have to be 
Planted showing their horticultural value, like a section of 
weeping trees and shrubs of all forme, a section of golden leaved 
ones, of section of wach as have a pyramidal or fastigiate habit, 
etc, Such sections would be of the greatest interest to nursery~ 
men and propristors of vrivate places and others wanting inetruc- 
tion on the selection of suitable varieties. Here im the Dahlem 
gardens there. axe @ few small groups in the morphological section 
where this last principle is carried out to some extent, but it 


is €fr from complete. JI hope we will be able to do it some day 


in the United States. 


One very fine wey of arrenging tall climbing plants 
here in Dehlem is the way they have erected large pergolas of 
tall slender poles of yellow locust wood and there these much 
space needing climbers have comfort and look natural. An im 
provement on these acacia poles whichrot rather ouickly would 
be poles of reenforeed concrete of a dark green or reddish color; 
such conérete poles would not rust or fot and would be congenial 


to the plants too. ‘the direction of this Berlin Botanical Garden 


' G8, as you know, under Professor 4. “ngler and this gentleman has 


the name to be somewhat despotic. Well, according to what I saw 
I have come to the same conclusion, for inetance, I will note 


down a few directions to be seen here and there. The picking 
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rts of plante will be trented as common theft! to 


take photographs is not permitted, photographic apparatus must 


be left with the gate Keepers, Children under 10 years of age 


are not allowed, even when accompanied by their ents. {this 





last direction is semi~barbaric, as I saw how a very decent 
couple had come down from Berlin to eee the garden, mt heving 


@ nice little girl of about 7 years of age with them, were not 


allowed to enter the garden.) On Sundays and holidays the 
garden is positively Glosed. This is also a most unfortunate 


rule, for how can a working man who loves plants afford to take 
a week day off to see plants? Above the systematic division 


one finds these inviting inscriptions: "Bintrit mur gegen besondere 





Erleubnis estattet. Qne is also rohibited from walking on the 





grease,” As several plants and trees are standing, however, far 
from the roads, it means that one is denied the pleasure oF exam 
ining such plants closely or reeling their nemes, Well, all I 
hope is this, that the Berlin public some of these days will 
raise a hovwlng protest ageinst these outrageous rules. Of course, 
I-admit that our so-called Botanical Garden in Washington, D. G, 
4s alao closed on Sundays, but then, any person with some sense 
knows that place to be only a Botanical Garden in name and a 
standing disgrace to the American Yation in ite present shape 
and ways. I cannot say so very much about the plants in general 
in the Dahlen Botanical Gardens, While in a large garden, with 
live mterial it is attractive, in a museum it is decidedly a 


failure, %verything is new and young and they are still rearrang- 
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ing soversl groups. iI Was struck, however, with the beauty of 
a clump of Sambucus glauca from omr Pacific Coast; these shrubs 
with thoir beautiful blue-white berries were decidedly attrac. 
tive. Hippophae rhamnoides in wrioties with dark and light 
orange and yellow berries were also strikingly beautiful. 
Alnus cordata, var. genuine, from the Northern Caucasus has 
very dark green leaves, is of a spreading habit and retains 
its foliage until after heavy froste. Rhododendron dehuricum 
wae in bloom and proves very hardy. It is a deciduous species 
and could perhaps be used as 4 factor in creating hardier 
Bhododendrons thst would be able to etand, for instance, the 
Minnesota and Wisconsin ehimatens Prumus sibirica has a future 
a8 an hardy, ornamental shrub or small tree in our Northern 
| stetes, ‘the suber in general were not very healthy looking. 
fhe soil is pure sand and the woter drains off very quickly on 
account of the topographie of the whole garden being ao undue 
- ebing, I had talke with Prof. A. Engler, the Director, and 
Yr. Ky Peters, the inspector, and heard that they still want 
more alpine planta from the Rocky Mountains and from the Appa» 
lachians, Conffers that are able to stand more drought are 
aleo badly needed, Some seeds of the Northwestern Aralia horrida 
would be accepted with thanks. Mr. Peters said thet that plant 
iy not to be had from murserymen. I[ noticed that many scales 
gcourred on the trees, especially om the poplars, Sorbus aucu- 


paria, willows, alders ani Ulme sp, whether the drier situa 
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tions than those plants are usually placed in, have brought 


about these parasites, I do not know, but there wre a good 





mey, a3 you probably have seen by the enmples I sent in some 

3 days ASO« 

! Now the Botanical Museum in connection with the Berlin 

Botanica] Gardens, where T also spend half a day. Yell, there 

also the geographical arrangement has been introduced, and «= 

while in a large garden with live meterial it is attractive, 

in a mseum it is decidedly a failure. When one wants to study 

| | a Gertain family, any for instance Conifers, one has to hunt 

practically throwch all sections of the museum and ordinary 

mortale have no time any more nowadeys for such things. A 

| migeum has to be systematically arranged with technie~cconsmic 
geotions, if possible, for instructim, the technical part of 
mankind, ‘the museum is quite new, of course, and is constantly 
veing hanged and added to, so maybe after some years {it will 
look better, bat in my opinion, duplication of material and 
multiplication of labor cannot be excluded when the ceogrephical 
arrangement 1s being clumg to. Prof. “ngler stated he would te 
very pleased to yeast ved some enlarcemenio of some photos I took 
in China, like the white-barked pine, ‘vegetations blider" from 

, Chinds etes, ry this new mugews. I noticed here several fine 
photos of Noeky Mountain flora, of Mediterranean flora snd ‘others. 


fhere is a i. C,. A. Burpus somewhere in the United States who 
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hes travelled mich and has sent in sone fine photos of Mexican 
flora am scenery, I was told this . Burpus ia now connected 
wieh the Chicago University. Do you know him? He seema to be 
an exceptionnl man, he and his brother are beth Germans and heve 
collected in Colorado for a German nurserymn, Mr. Diech, who 
didn’t treat them very well, however, ae Twas told. ome brother 
returned to Sermany and is now Inepector of the Botanical ferdens 
at Damstadt and the other recently made en extenied trip inte 
Vexico and ig then now apparently in Chicas, 

I wrote you already a few lines how IT found the her 
barium here in the Botanical Serdens. It is decidedly difficult 
to study. An ideal herbarium should be arrenged first, of omrse, 
ateording to the netural system, 2nd, esch cenera in its proper 
Place in ite femily end then the species should be arranged first 
alphabetically and secondary geogrephicelly, thet is, if we take, 
for instance, Diospyros lotus. Ts comes, of course, first under 


Ebenacene, then under Diospyros, then under L. in this family and 





then the separate specimens follow im geographical order as is 
practiced in Yew. Then when looking up 5, lotus one finds at 
once that its range is enormous, cecuring in Asia Minor, the 
Weditteranean, the Caucasus, Central Asia, Afshanisten, Ssechuan, 
Southern China, Central China, North China and Jepan, When, 
however, arranged according to a monogreph, one first has to 
find that monograph and hunt for it and such monographs are often 
in the possession of someone vho studies them and ig out for 

the prevent. fo, I have been mw in a good many herbaria of 
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late and find that for a sound and quick methed, the one as I 
deseribed is the best, 

A model herbariwa bulliding should also be « structure 
in itself, of fireproof material throughout, with low ceilings 
so that one docen't have to carry step ladders around and shovel 

the packages of plants in their cupboards with more force than 
| is good for them, Plenty of working space is algo needed; then 
the rooms must not be too broud se as not permitting the Light 
to reach even the middie section of the rooms, A cosy, not too 
large reading room with Library attached, ought to be in the 
buildings Sach e hervarium and Botanical library building could 
be arranged around a court yard, teking care to heave the big 
reading room windows face the north as one often has trouble 
now in several reading rooms that the sunlight shines or filters 
through openings, left by curtains. 

Well, this is agnin a aehe Lot of information, I am 
these last days in the right mood of noting these things down 
to yous We have had some 5 days without seeing the sun and as 
you know, absence of suniight, when mot prolonged too long, pro~- 
duces upon the Cautesian race the remarkable quality of besoming 
more fertile in thoughts. 

I am not sure that I will select a large city as my 
future abode. The amount of time one spenis in getting to and 
from the suburbs is really tremendous. fo go, for instance, 
here from the heart of Berlin to the Botanice! Carden takes a 


aolid hour and the systems of transit are so many and so rather 
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838, 
complicated, that one has to train special nerves for this 
business. The Berlin authorities try to keep trafic om the 
streets down to a minimum, 96 one goes mostly by railroads 
but those leave all from regular railroad stations and several 
of these stations are not yet connagted excent by a very 
rounmie-about way and thus one has to take motor emi horse 
busses to reach ones railroad stations and, these effairs 
are trying and time-consuming, 
Vell, tomorrow T hope to say goodbye te the Berlin 
Botanical “arden authorities and oreceed to Brosicn to moet 
my interpreter and after a few days IT will be in the Fussian 
capital, where I hope te find some important mil. 
‘Hoping you are able to wade through all this sersbble, 
IT remain 
Yery eincerely yours, 


FRANK N. KEYeR 


PeSe My best regardsa also to all those who read this. 
i am algo sending you herewith a guide with map of 
the Hew Botanical Garden at Deahlem. Jt may come in handy some 


day. iI marked the mckage VI in conformity with the other 6. 
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B52, 
Wareaw, Poland, 
Hovember 17, 1909. 
Dear Myre Bairchilds: 

This journey has started full of troubles. Firstly, 
my Russian interpreter didn't turn up quickly, then his and my 
passports were not accepted at the Russian frontier and we had 
to return to Breslau and now our baggage is temporarily gone. 
We expect to obtain it, however, in St. Petersburg, if it is 

there. Well, Russia is not an easy country to travel in and 
especially not near the “estern frontier. Later on more 
details, 
| Very sincerely yours, 


PRANK N. MSYERs 


St. Petersburg, Russia, 
Hovember 26, 1909. 
Dear Mr» Pairchild: 
It is about » week ago since I arrived here and I 

haven't been able yet to write you an official letter. ‘Yell, 
I have had @ whole lot of bed luck these lust times, and I will 
tell you about it. As I wrote you per card, I landed in Breslau 
on Sunday, November 7, 1909, and I certainly expected to find 
my Russian interpreter there whom I had written a week before, 
but he waan't there and didn't turn up until Puesday, November 9. 
| ; He had head delay with his own business and instead of writing me 
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B40, 
choad endnnway @ posteard, hea postpored it until he expected me 
to be already in Breslau and then he came himself, Vell, 1 had 
shown him already my passport while T received him in Berlin 
and he promounced it to be all right and he said his own wae 
O.Ke,y too, ag he hed gone back and forward across the Russo- 
Gertaar frontior several times and never experienced the slightest 
troubles. So on Wednesday morning we left) Breslau very early in 
the morning and had our tickets read to Warschau. Arriving in 
Malish, a Russian frontier town, we had to submit to custome 
house formatilities, but +- a9 soon as the Geondarties saw our 
paseports they notified us we could not entér into Russia 
because our passporte hadn't been visaed by « tuseion consul 
in Renders There was no use talking. We simply had ta go 


back and our baggage was held in Malicsh, Im Gresiau I first 


had to obtain a certificate of my religion from the American 


Songul and then hed my passport visaed which cost me 92.90 
marke My interpreter had to write home for a new paper and a 
few days after he got it and had it ‘yiaaed too. In the meantime 
Thad found gut from the American and from the Russian consuls 
that it ig absolutely prohibited to import fire arms inte 

Quseian and that cameras are liable to be taxed vith very high 
duties and ag I hed both a revolver ani a now camore, bought 


in Berlin among my baggage, I wrote immodiately to the Russian 


authorities in Malish requesting then to roturn my baggacee As 


no answer vas received within three days, I wired for it with 
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841, 
answer paid, but still no answer came and fearing the things 
were lost or confiscated we left Monday, November 15. ‘This 
gime we were allowed to pass the frontier, but the baggage 
waa not to be found there any more. We spent part of Novem 
ber 15 and 16 in Kalish and obtained the meagre news that the 
beggage was probably in Yerschau and that my letter and tele 
gram had been mislaid, which I consider » plain lie! Well, 
our first tickets to Warechau were in the meantime declared 
to be of no value any longer and we had to buy new ones, In 
Warschau I went to the American Consul and tried throuwsh his 
influence to obtain my baggage. This gentleman, however, | 
assured me that he himself was the victim of several mitters 
of this mature and that it was absolutely impossible to make 
Ruesians do what one would like to see them do. Then we went 
to the Russian customs house a couple of times and requested 
them to forward my baggage to me care of the American "mbassy, 
in case it turns up. I signed some papers, paid nearly 5 roubles 
for cost of tracing and forwarding and «- haven't heard a word 
from it as yet, though we went several times here to various 
authorities. And all this trouble could have been modified or 
perhaps prevented if my interpreter had only been better informed. 
I had some serious talks with him about these matters and he 
Claims that the laws have been made mach more severe thease last 
months and that in the section of Russia he has been living, he 
never had any troubles, etc. I am looking, however, for a some- 


what more intelligent man who takes some more pains about these 
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842, 
passport and other matters, but I may say that it is a very 
hard matter to find the right type of a person in a country 
so ridden by bureaucratic and autocratic rules as is Russia. 
My rougher baggage, like stationery, underwear, 
packing material, ete,, which I shipped from Liverpool, has 
at last been found. It has deen here for over two months in 


the customs house warehouses, but they had not deemed it nec- 


essary to notify me of its arrival or if its location and we 


spent from Monday until Thursday might before I regained pose 


session of it. as the shipping and custom house people have 


only business hours from 10 to 3, one doesn't accomplish much 


in one day, Yesterday, for instence, we spent a solid day in 
the customs house itself, I signed 5 or 6 times, the papers 
were passed through the hands of 25 people, my baggage was 
taxed to the amount of 20.89 roubles, although I could not 

see where they put that duty, save for sationery, some new 
seed bags and for a few dollars worth of medicines. I ms 
asked whether I was willing to pay it or not. ell, I thought 
it better to say yes, otherWise they had perhaps never delivered 
it to m. But so severe are these things here, that our pass- 
ports were visaed here in St. Petersburg by two branches of 
the police, vis., by the city authorities and by the Depart- 
ment for foreign travellers It took them 5 days before we 
got them back and we had to pay 80 kopecks for the privilege 
of having a stamp put on them, Yesterday I hed to state again 


in the customs house where the baggage went to (that is our 
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843. 
hotel) and for what purpose it was! I would certsinly not 
advise ordinary toumists to visit this country under present 
rules and formalities, It was far easier a couple of years 
ago in Eastern Siberia, There I never was subjected to so 
mach trouble. 
I hak ein talks with our Ambassador here about my 


travel and asked his assistance in getting these mtters push oi 


. throughs As he is quite new here, he introduced me to IM. 


Montgomery Schuyler, Charge d‘Affaires. This gentleman informed 
me that they had received our request to be allowed to visit 
parts of Turkestan for Botanical exploration, but the Russian 
authorities were not setisfied with our plans and want the 
exact dates I expect to be in such and such a place and how 
long I expect to remain in such places. ‘Well, that is almost 
an impossibility to state that im our work. ‘vhen my baggage 
with maps and notes turns up and I have seen some authorities 
in the Agricultural Department here in St. Petersburg, who may 
give me some hints how to do things, I will make out such state- 
ments as the authorities want. This whole business may last 
still longer than we expect. 

I have recei ved a great many letters of late, from 
you as well as from outside parties. The last ones I have 
answered for the greater part and those from you I will take 
today and tomorrow, between the times I am going to the Mmbassy 
and the customs house. 

I remain, Mr. Fairchild, 
Very sincerely yours, 
PRANK N. MEYER. 
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644, 
St. Petersburg, Russia, 
Hovember 26, 1948. 
Dear tr, Fairchild: 

Now I am coming to the angwering of all your letters 
that I found here upon ny arrival and the few that came in since. 
In your letter of October 12 you are telling me about the good 
opinion Mr. Asaronsohn = about Anyg dalus davidiana as a future 
stock for desert regions, which opinion I prise very highly. It 
is my own thought, too, by the way, thet this Amygdalus is one 
of the most important of all North Chinese plants for stock 
purposes in such arid and semi-arid regions where 1 moderate 
amount of water can be commanded for irrigation. I am very 
glad you will try to get in closer touch with those Arboreta 
I wrote about in former letters. ‘They truly possess some 
material of the greatest importance to us, and although we 
haven't as yet permanent collections of live plants ourselves, 

a few things will crop am@ and be utilized by hundred of people 
in the near future. 

lst lettwroft October 13, with enclosures about my old 
Chinese interpreter, Mr. Show Hai Ting. I see from Vr. Fisk's 
letter that he probably has returned to Peking, I didn't as 
yet receive any tidings from him, but wrote him a few months ago. 

and Letter of October 13, about Or. John 3, ‘mith 
asking for further information about Ezolla, These mtters 


have since been straightened out, 
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Letter of October 15, announcing me that accounts 
for August and September, 1909, have been received in good 
shape, 0.X. 

2 letters of October 19, giving me the informtion 
that my letter of October 6 from Orleans and a package with 
various samples, sent from Angers have been received. 

Letter of October 21, with enclosure of Dr. Yan 
Vieet's letter of October 15 about various trees and shrubs 
I mentioned as existing in the ecollections of Vessrs. Vanrice 
Le de Vilmorin, Phillipe L. de Vilmorin ani G, Allard. f am 
very pleased that Dr. Yan VYieet takes such on interest in 
these matters and am convinced he will make some fine uses of 
them. 

lat letter of October 28, with enclosure of Er. Hans 
Schulz’ letter, dated Bremen, September 29, 1909, about apricot 
kernels in Turkestan. Yes, I have heard of these sweet kernels 
too, existing in Turkestan, but as you my see in your inven- 
tories, I have introduced from North China not only several 
pounds of those sweet kernels themselves, but also scions of 
some sweet kernelied varieties of apriobés, There is even « 
Thots, No, 88, showing an orchard of such trees. I, too, be 
lieve, with Hr. Schulz, that there is a future for these Ker 
nels, they can be excellently substituted for almonds, like the 
Chinese do and always have dome, as the renl almond is unknown 
in China. I have made reference to their uses in several of 


my letters, notes and also in that coming bulletin. As you 
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846.6 
probably will see in my notes, the Chinese grow the best var- 
leties exclusively for their kernels, the outer flesh being 
then of no importance, but they also have varieties of which 
both kernel and flesh are utilized. In case you think this 
matter is important enough, please notify this *. Schulz about 
4% and let me gee how these apricots fared which we introduced 
from North China. 

and Letter of October 28, with enclosed paper about 

status of sclentific employees. As I sent you already some 
data a couple of weeks ago, having been fornished with papers 
by Dr. Mann, YT will wait until IT hear still more from you about 
this matter. 

Letter of October 29, informing me about receipt of 
letters of October 14 about the Azollea matter in Hamburg. Yes, 
I too received a letter from Dr. J. 3. Gmith of Yew Brunswick, 
New Yersey, in which he tells me about the moulded condition 
of the Azolla package. Fe said he found the whole matter very 
interesting and will ask Dr. Heering in Hamburg again. Well, 

I better enclose his letter horewith so it may be filed, for I 
cannot retain all of my rather numerous mail, 

Letter of Hovember 2, with enclosure of copy of Mr. 
Jorge Reichardt's letter of Oetober 29, 1909, and a letter of 
introduction from Br. EB. J. Stone to his sister, Frau Dr. Sophie 

| Rrishevsky, Suworonsky, Prospect 44/'s St.,Petersburg, Russia. 
Well, I visited the last a couple of nights ago. She is a very 


pleasing lady and received me most cordially. ‘the promised me 
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to look out for an intelligent young fellow who is willing to 
go with me and I received today a visit from an acquaintance 
of hers who may fill the bill. ‘This acquaintance is a young 
MAN, & student, who appears to be quite intelligent, speaks 
Russian, “nglish, and German, and is willing to rough it with 
me, My present interpreter proves too unintelligent for inter- 
viewing scientific people and in gase I get permission to travel 
into Russian Turkestan, t will send him back to his home again, 
although I do not know, of course, how a new man will behave in 
our rather trying work, where an interpreter is only a tool to 
be employed for matters he himself often does not take the 
slightest interest in. 

About obtaining more information about the firm of 
Reichardt and their representatives in “okhara, Vesers. % Parkin- 
son, & Sykes & Wm. Donohue, yes, I will see Mr. Sohuyler of the 
Mubassy about. it and will let you hear later on. 

You also state you are in receipt of a package of 
folders and booklets addressed to me by the Immigration Agent 
of the Chicago, Kilwaukte and Ste Paul Railway, and ask me 
whether I desire them forwarded. No, they are too bulky for 


that, but, if they could be stored som@xhere until I come back 


-again, that would be quite pleasing to me. There may be a few 


items in them about dry land farming and moisture conservation 
worth knowhng to me, the more as — received a personal letter 


from that same railroad company asking me to prepare a small 


pamphlet about moisture conservation, etc. ‘They asked me to 
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state what @xpenses I want to receive, etc., but I won't co in 
for that. I will simply write them e couple of pages, express- 
ing my own views as I aired them before the dry land agriculture 
congress in Cheyernme last February and that will be sufficient. | 

Letter of Noveiber 5, informing me that Dre C. 
Townsend has been able to isolate the gall~producing organiaem 
from the specimens of A4rbutue unedo i sent in. Yes, very 
Pleasing to know that I found something unknown in that line 
in America, The Fe Delaunay, the nurserymen in Angers, who 
gave te those specimens and has still more affected vlants 
of them, told me he had also forwarded many specimens to the 
Musee d'Histoire Naturelie in Paria, where a gentleman experi-~ 
mented with them. As such I would sugvest to Or. Townsend to 
see if anything has been published about these experiments. 

Then, I received a descriptive pamphlet about the 
new book of Sven Hedin, "tran se Hime Lege” , which pamphlet I 
gappose you sent me, isn’t it? I hardly think I will order 
the book, though, as my baggage is already cumbersome enough. 

I also got a letter from Mr. “stabrook, dated Novem- 
ver 9, 1909, showing me my accounts to be in good shape and a 
letter from Dr. Albert Mann of Movember 11, 1909, also inform 
ing me about certain financial difficulties being peacefully 
settled with Drs Mann's able assistance. Wy thanks to thee, 
oh Warriors! 


Well, this is the end of answering my official cor- 
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849, 
respondence that came in as yet. I conclude with best of 
greetings, also to all others in the office. I remain, Sir, 
Very sincerely yours, 


PRANK MN. MEYER. 


St. Petersburg, Russia, 
| December 9, 1909. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild; 

It is again some time ago since you heard of me, isn't 
it? Well, matters progress but slowly here. My permits haven't 
come yet, though our “mbessy here is in negotiation about it and 
we expect things to be settled within a week or two. Permissions 
te wear fire arms and to be allowed to photograrh haven't come 
yet either, but they will aise appear some of thes e days. Ali 
things go very slow here, so different from in most other lands} 
My temporarily lost baggage has at last turned up and I was 
enabled to look through my notes and correspondence about 
furke stanese matters for all my maps, notes and former corres- 
pondense were in that bagyage. According to paper we received 
with it, the stuff wae 12 days on the road from Yarsaw to St. 
Petersburg and I suspect it was sent off only upon the receipt 
of an urgent official letter of inquiry which TI sent the au 
thorities at Yarsaw, It took again & whole day to see that 


baggage through the customs. Tie days are getting remarkably 
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850, 
short here, it gets to be light at about 9 Aol, and at 3 PIM 
artificial light hes to be employed again; days and days pase 
without one seeing the slightest trace of the sun. I believe 
there are better places in Russia to establish a capital than 
here on these low swampy shores of the Newa, 

last week I visited the Imperial Sotanical Ceardens 
here and was very pleasantly received by Professor Fischer von 
Waldheim, the director, by ir. C,. Bartelsen, the superintend- 
ent who took me for two days all around, by Prof, ©. Lipsky, 
the Botanist who ise more familiar perhaps with Turkestan than 
anybody else, by Prof. 0. A» Fetehenko, also a specialist on 
the flora of Turkestan and by several other people whose names 
I did not obtajn as yet. I studied for a day in the herbarium 
and am struck with the great richness of Central Asian material 
they have there. It will take me several weeks, if I should 
study the flom through. In Tamarix alone there are probably 
more than 25 species and some of great values as ornamental or 
sand-binding plants in alkaline soils. 

Then T saw that new fodder plant, Lathyrus mulcak, 
which Professor Lipsky told me is utilized by the natives of 
Bokhara ag a fodder for their domestic ankmals. It grows on 
rather stony hilisides and stands apparently lots of heat and 
drought; in the Botanical Gardens here they found it a most 
adiffieult plant to grow, it dampening off very quickly. Prof. 


Lipsky told me, however, that I might perhaps obtain seeds in 


the Botanical Gardens of Tiflis, where they were successful 
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in growing it. Professor Lipsky has written several books of 
Botanical nature about Central Asia which books are almost 
unknown outside of Russia. It would be a most excellent thing 
for us to come in closer ecntant. eit) those scientific Russians 
and this can be done only by having somebody in our office or 
library who is thoroughly versed in Russian and can correspond 
with those people in Russian, 

I obtained a lot of valuable information from Mr. 
Bartelsen about places to be visited in the Krim and Canutasns. 
There are some extraordinary good varieties of hazelnuts in 
the Caucasus; one is the “rebizand filbert (Corylus avellans 
maxima) a most surprisingly large nut. ‘Then there is the Badem 
filbert (C. tubulosa), also a promising nut for the American 
market. I am going after those things when once there, Curious 
to say, those people there are very much interested ogain in 
the American pecan mts and are starting plantetions of them. 
In the Retani onl Wugeum I noticed from a few specimens of mats 
how the natives of Central Asia utilize the lasiogrostis splen- 
dens for the mamfacture of s very decent Kini of matting, that 
wears well. Some day maybe we will grow this splendid tall 
grass in our semi~arid Southwest. 

In the Caveasus occur some very interesting trees like 
Fagus caucasicus, splendid oaks, a rare plane, etc., also masses 
of shrubs, not introduced as yet. A very robust ivy, Hedera 
colchica, grows to anormous sizes. ‘This last climber my be of 


great value to our southern states, it seems to be very vigorous. 
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I also visited Messrs, Kesselring & 0o., nurserymen 
situeted on the outskirts of St. Petersburg. We had heavy 
snow the whole day and I didn't see much of the nursery, but 
will go back there again, The young Mr. Kesselring is a very 
bright man, who brought several interesting plants to my 
notice, like a new species of red currant from the Altai 
Kounta ins in Central Asia which currant has very large racemes 
of berries and is locally known as “Mariakylekaia smarodnaya." 
The sad thing, however, about this berry is thet the Russians 
haven't succeeded as yet in introducing it, 30 we ourselves 
have to go déter the plant. Then there is another currant 
occurring nesr Yakutek (Ribes dicusha) which must be able to 
stand most remarkably low temperatures and my push currant- 
culture to the most northern regions. In Kamechaitke there is a 
Sorbus sambucifolis, producing edible berries and also being 
able to thrive where ordinary fruits cannot even be thought of. 

Yesterday and today I spent in having talks with 
various officials in the Central Agricul tural Renhepbiianls here. 
There are hundreds of people just like with use and one could 
go around for weeks gathering information. Curiously enough, 
notwithstanding such great differences in race — language, 
the Russians are developing their agriculture much along the 
game lines as we do and they, too, face those numerous problems 
that a nation po ssessing much territory has to front. Today I 
had talks especially about the good table grapes from Purkestan; 


there are indeed some very fine ones there, which are sold here 
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right now in the fine fruit stores. ‘the best qualities cost 


1 rouble per pound and though the skins are somewhat tough, 
the taste is fresh-sweet. ‘These grapes have marvellous keep 
ing qualities and look very nice. Mr. A. 0. Rommnovski, the 


vi¢ioulturist in charge of this Department of Agriculture told 





: | me that there are also native tough-skinned grapes in the Srim 
like “Chadim barmack” which he considers a very fine variety; 
Naviski, a very good one, too, miiking bunches 16 inches and 
more long; and Charas, another sood vertety. 

| 7 Prince V¥. J. Mazalski, also of this Russian Depart- 
| went of Agriculture, told me that the four best grapes from 

| Turkestan were Aata«Kourkan, Tai~fi, Ghere-chi and Ghourgaini. 
(This last one oceurs in 3 varieties, white, red and rose.) 
The Rassiaae- are aleo publishing and have been pub 
lishing several books stout Viticulture in Russia. I was 
presented todsy with a copy of Professor Sheknasakof fs book 
about the crops of Turkestan, (which book you have algo.), 
with a copy of Yole YI. Vitioulture in Russia, section © 
Turkestan, by M. Ballas and also with a copy of the “Report 
by the Commission Investigating Grape Cul ture and Wine-naking 
in Rusefa,." ‘There are many linguists among the Russian scien 
tietes end today we spoke Englis, Germn, French and a little 
Russian, too. I find it extremely fortunate that I learned a 
few languages; without it life would be here somewhat like in 
China, away from the coast. I also waw the Agricul tural 


Maseum yesterday; there is a mass of interesting material there, 
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too, like those hundreds of varieties of wheat, barley, oats 
and other grains; many woods of economic uses, medicinal herbs, 
fibres, oils, stuffed domestic animals, agricultural machinery 
(these last nearly all American), etc. If a little more Latin or 
anyway Latin type wae used, it would facilitate a foreigner a 
whole lot more, for now one has to have most names translated 
by one's interpreter, which is s-hekbeiine unpleasant work. 
By the way, I haven't found as yet a very suitable man to go 
with mee I got addresses of men in the Krim and Caucasus who 
were especially versed in grapes, but an allearound handy man 


I haven't found yet. The young man I wrote you about told me 


& few nights ago that he, being of Jewish faith, is not allowed 


to go into Turkestan unless we get a special pasaort for him. 

I spoke about it to “x. Montgomery Schuyker, foer Charge d'affaires 
here, ani he said it was probably better to look for another man, 
as we might get into troubles, 


Tomorrow I hope to go to Letenoye, a forestry Station 


in the neighborhood, where I may see some interesting hardy 


trees and shrubs, The weather of late has quite changed here, 
we had cold rains for three days and the snow has disappeared 
again from the streets, but something worse has been left, viz., 
liquid mud. 

Well, I will close herewith, with kindest greetings 
to you all, I remain 
| | very sincerely yours, 


FRANK N, MEY GR. 
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| St. Petersbumg, Russia, 
. December 21, 1909. 
Dear Mr, Pairchil d; 

Still in 3%. Petersburg and as yet no signe in sight 
what time my Yerious permite will show up, allowing me te visit 
Turkestan. I have had many conferences with Mr, Vontecomery 
Schuyler, our Charge d'Affaires here ani he and his secretary 
have phoned and written several times to the Foreign office 
about my affairs. It seems there are no objections to my 
proposed visit to Russian Central Asia, but~-a speedy permission 
a! ig not coming either, What I am going to do in case they keep 
this state of affairs up, I do mot kmow as yet. AS you know, 
they knew since long what our clan’ were in regard to Central 
Asien exploration; you even having outlined our plans in a 
<iesee through the Secretary of Agricul ture. Well, they wanted 
more particulars and dates, espetially about what time I being in those 
Places. If expected to visit. They got that inform«ti ef several 
weeks ago; alput 10 days ago, however, they let us know thet they 
wanted to know exactly the route I wes going to take from Andishan 
%o the Chinese frontier, which is quite sufficient, as there is 
only one main route, however, I had to state again what places I 
expedited to pass from Adnishan to Meshgar. 

Some three days ago the request came in again about 
more particulars about interpreters or guides I expected to take 
with me from here into Turkestan. A very difficult question to 


answer, for in case a man should become ill or turn out to be 
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856. 
unsatisfactory and I had to send him back, I would not be 
allowed to substitute anotherone before I had obtained again 
the permission of the Forekkn Office through the official 
channels, to take such a new man with me. And not only that, 
but not until last night did f find an interpreter sufficiently 
to my liking and of enough intelligeme to take with me on 
this difficult trip, Why the Russian Government should feel 
obliged to be so particular about this journey is as yet a 
puzzle to me. Maybe the troubles at the Persian frontier have 
something to do with it or some native uprising or Heaven knows 
what, they want to shied from outsaideq@yes} ‘The Government from 
Tars: stan stands under a military governor and he seems to have 


absolute power to expell or not admit anyone to whome there is 


 gome reason or another some objection. It. Schuyler told me 


that some months ego a reporter for an American magazine was 
expelladi from Turkestan although he had been admitted at first, 
but when they saw he was taking photographs, objections were 
found against his being there and I heard of other Gases, too, 
which would take me too much space to mention. 

However, this whole affair ie most disagreeable to m 
and it may frustezte our plans of @ successful exploration of 
Central Asia, that is of at least the Russian part and for this 


coming winter; it is in fact, a repetition of the same shate of 


affairs I encountered in the spring of 1906 while trying to 


explore Fanchuria where, as you know, I was subjected to similar 
annoyances and delays, 


I see by your letter of December 2, 1909, that you 
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are trusting I am mking rapid progress for an early start 
toward Taskkent and do not (z pray you) spend any more tine 
then is necessary in Ste Vetersburg to get well prepared to 
find the really valuable things in Chinese Turkestan. Well, 
what is your own opinion about these delays and what are the 
thoughts of others in the Department about it? You know, I 
expected to visit also Moscow, Areptea, the Crimea and the 
Ceucasus. The first plince for a couple of days to get some- 
what more information, the 2nd for Nedicago cancellats, either 
Plante or seeds, the Grd locality for several Alfalfas and for 
cuttings of the hardy olives at Nikita near Yalte and the last 
Place for its many promising fruits, like very fine grapes, 
large filberte and hazelmuta and for its many beautiful trees 
and shrubs, that haven't been introduced as yet, 

Yow there are several moves we cam make upon this 
board of Chess, ‘The first ie thie: Should the Department be 
dissatisfied with this nomprogressive exploretion trip and 
should there be decided to call me back to “eshington, then 
I will resign and accept a post in Russia and stey here in 
this land until I fully know the language and have learned all 
about the producte of this immense country which will take me 
at least three years. | 

fhe 2nd move is thie: Gould I get hints that this 
came of letting me wait here without giving me the necessary 
permits be kept up somehimt longer, then I would suggest that 


if no objects are found, I proceed from here by Nailroad to 
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858. 
Peking and start my work from there with the object of reaching 
Chinese as wah as Russian Turkestan from the western side. 
However, ag this trip is a very long one, I probably would do 
best to collect all of the economic products of those parts of 


China I pase through, like the many wrieties of fersimmons, 


Peaches, pears, grapes, s«rains and fodder plants; by doing so 


this trip would last then 2 or 3 years. 

The Srd mave is the following: Should permite not be 
given soon, and 2s such frustrating a successful winter explora- 
tion of tarkertan, t will proceed very soon to the Crimea and 
the Caucasus, risking to travel without permits to wear fire+~ 
arms or to photograph and collect in those two localities all 
of the interesting things we get hold of. “e simply would see 
then how long it would take the authorities to give us the nec- 
essary permissions and wuld try to use such permits for future 
WOrkK e 

Yell, here you have my state of mind about this whole 
affair. There is always « great waste of time and life's energy 
connected with exploration work in lands where customs and 
languages are so different from one’ s owns and an explorer is 
Like the captahn of a ship; vigz., in case of a shipwreck he 
has to take the blame, whether he could have prevented it or 
not, while the people at home, who heve the pleasure of family 
life and the good eonsell of friends, are at liberty to criticize 
or judge one’s acts in quite a different light as the man on 


the spot sees them. 
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859. 
In another letter I will answer the several letters 
I received from you. } 
I remain, Mr. Mairchild, 
Respectfully yours, 
PRANK NW. MOYER. 


St. Petersburg, Bussia, 
December 22, 1909. 
Dear Mr, Pairchild, 
Herewith f am ging te answer your several letters 
that arrived upto the present. 
Letter of November 16, 1909, announcing the receipt 
of four packages IT sent from Berlin. 
4 cards, each dated November 16, telling me the same 
ae the above letter. | 
Letter of November 18, 1909, in which you state the 
welcome news that Mr. Peter Bisset has taken the oath of office 
and will be in charge of Plant distributions. I feel obliged 
to congratulate you and the office with the number of umuasual 
strong mon that have been added to it these laget months in the 
personalities of Mesers. Dorsett, Yan VYieet and Bisset and 
trust that through their valuable services we will be able to 
bring the questions of more successful propagation of newly 
“introduced plants and the establishment of one or of more 
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860. 
arboreta to a happy close. 

Iam sorry to see that you had to fall back again 
upon the Arlington Farm fora nursery; there were better 
places in tho vicinity of Washington! 

| I certainly wish I could have seen Mr. Young's 
exhibit of Arold~Rhizomes in the greevhouses. I, too, believe 
there is a future for them, probably not as a human food with 
us Caucasians, as they are somewhat insipid, but av starch and 
alcohol producers ané as a fodder for milk end beef asttle and 
for fowls, swine, etc. 

I see itt. Vester is working on an avocado bulletin 
and Fy. Clarke on the now stone~dead rush experiments, I hope 
they both will have more luck with their publications than Mr. 
Barret and I for the present, 

the Crataegus Azgerolius, which you say ir. Asronsohn 
has used successfully in Palestine, is an old accunintance of 
ours, ‘The fruits are sparingly scié in first class fruit stores 
in Wortheorn furope and ere imported from Spain and the South of 
France, By the way, Mr. Aaronsohn seeme to like it in America. 
Did he find much of value to his mtive land? 

You can’t answer this question, of course, but in case 
Wr. Aavronsshn himself is still in Washington, you might tell him 
of my interest in his work. ‘Uxplorers end plent breeders are, 
thank God, not tied down to stupid narrow frontier lines like 


military people and vthers of the same genre! 
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861. 

Letter of November 26, 1909, informing me that Irs. 
Flora Patterson thinks that the Hydrangea leaves I sent in are 
apparently not injured by a fungus, but by an evidently 
saprophytic growth. 

Letter of November 28, 1909, telling me about the sampbb 
of paper I gent in as used by Barbier & Go. in Orleans and con 
sidered by the office as a valunble wrapper. Clad to hear this. 
If it wasn't op bulky, I could use it too in ny work, bet it comes 
in large rolls Like litoleum and is fairly heavy. 

30 


Letter of Woverber L309, with enclosure of a List 





of Agherbinations of the entomological materia] I sent in from 
Berlin, I am always glad to hear of such things, especisliy if 
something rare or valustle has been found among it. 

Letter of December ©, 1909, in which you wish me to 
Make ag early a atart toward Tashkent as possible. This item 
I divseussed in my letter to you of yesterday, Secember 21, 1909, 

Then you state that it is hard to write long letters. 
Yes, I realise that and kmow from heaving been wo emch with you, 
how large your correspondence ig, I! ask for this very reason, 
few, very few questions, but I think it will be better for you 
to split up your sipheewbdinans between the different members 
of your office, then in case they want some more information 
from me or { from them, we enter into correspondence without you 
having the bother of it, Tiease iet me know about this. 

I see how Prefeesor Sarzent sent you some of Wilsonts 


photographs, Yes, I ew met of them as I wrete you et the 
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862. 
Flower Show in Londonaand at the photographers' home in Kew. If fate 


hedn't prevented from you and I meeting in “ngland, we would have had 


————————— cer. 


some important telke about it. Thet wae impossible, however. I see 


that you and all the boys say that they must have photographs of such 
| specimens of trees, that no other ones appear on the plete to confuse 
the view, ‘Yell, well, how charming? Just as if mature had planted 
trees so, that a photogrepher could simply come and snap them! Then 
| -you say that the public is demanding of us better photographs and more 
of hen, Well, the public is like a sponge, never satisfied and they 
g will take one's best plietures, publish them in some flimsy magazine, 
| tell some lies about thon and a fow days later nobody knows nothing 
| any more about it. We cammot gather to that taste! If the public is 
so extremely interested in photoes, let them search throuch the count- 
less filles of various institutions, where so mech valuable photographic 
material is buried or let them send out photographic expeditions. It 


were tbotter that the public came to realize that some cood permanent 











@oliections of plants are of greater vaine to the World's lasting good 
than some sensationally-written exploration trip by some slis-shod 
reporter, 

I personally will try as well s2 I can to obtain good 
photos, but I cannot say that I was very much assisted thie pest year 
by our official photographic foree, By the way, did Professor Sargent 
ever receive duplicates of photos I too in China? I belicve not. 

Letter of December 6, 19038, regerding my bulletin, 
Well, thie is rather unpleasant and wiexpested news, About the insem 


sion of Chinese characters, thatit would create a precedent, Well, 
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863. 


what of that? Are we getting to be so old alr in America 





that matters of scientific interest are 


precedent? That will be fatal to progress! You elso say 


thet we were asking a good deal of the Government when we ree 





quested an innovation of this character without having first 
the matter aiscussed and re-discussed in a broad way from a 
Governmental standpoint. ‘Well, I personally think not. It 
would have been, as you said yourself, in one of your letters, 
"A meeting halfway the Chinese.” I know, of oourse, that from 
@ strictly American economic point of view, Chinese characters 
are as useful as the rainbow in the skies, but from a broad 
scientific atand point the insertion of them in an official 
publication would have been the leying of stepping stones ts 
mount to higher structures, In ease this whole bulletin might 
not be published by us, I think we better put it then in the 
hands of some private publishing hovse or ask the assistance 
of some interested people, for, although I say it myself, there 
are some observations im it not known to the Yestern world as 
I found out these last months by talcing with many “uropean 
authorities. 

2 also received list No. 21, Poreien Plant Tntroduc~ 
tion, in which I see severel very interesting items, ss ebout 
cultivation of Calamus by Mr. Lyon; foddermwatermelons from 
South Africa (they grow them in California, too, under the 
name of citrons, 4 long, deep creen variety they are, with 


toughish flesh). Wew mangos from the Philippines, a yellow 
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rose, collected by Miss Cramer, On page 9 I see br. Lyon will 
tryvto get seeds of D. Bbenaster, What kind of « D, is that? 
I suppose Diospyros. 

Well, this letter is aguin spmevhst bigger than you 
like them, isn’t it? 

With best regards to you ali, I remain, 

| Very sincerely yours, 


PRANK MN. MEYER. 


St. Petersburg, Russia, 

D : December 23, 1909. 
Dear Mr. Fairuhild,; 

| Enclosed I am sending you a letter addressed to ir. 
faylor and en Snglish post dards Would you kindly hand those 
contents over to Mr. Taylor. In Gase you find the time, you 
just might look through thet letter, a8 there my be some item 
of interest in it, also of service to you. 
I remein, 

Respectfully yours, 


PRANK H. MEYER. 
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St. Petersburg, Russia, 


December 23, 1909. 
















Dear Wr, Fairchild: 

Herewi th I am sending you 6 packages by iussian parcel 
poet. ‘they are nunbered 364, 365, 366, S67, 566 and contain 
Cuttings of various treee and shrubs. 

I enclose herewith the inventory cards relating to 
them, These cuttings will not grow very wil in the semi-tropical 
Washington climate and are intended for the nortiprn United stat @S5 

I euggest therefore to send them to our Ames, Iowa, station for 
propagation. Dr. tim, deunders in Ottawa is another gentleman to 
whom we might send some, 

I pacxed the Now. $64 and 367 4n chavinge of the swamp 
cypress and Moe. 365 end 366 in the Peteraburger variety of 
Sphagnem moss and would be pleased to hear from those who unpseck 
the material, in what condition ong arrived. os. 565 and 569 
are put together in ome pacimge and as the difference between 
the two kinde of wood is so great that a child can even di stin- 
guish them, 1 trust the wipackers won't have the pluck to declare — 
they could not separate the two kinds, as occurred some time ago, 
an i first emnt materiel from china. 

| | Hoping this shipment will reach you in good condition, 
I remain, Mr, Fairchil dj 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANK W. MEYER. 
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866. 
St. Petersburg, wnattins 
December <4, 1909, 
Dear Hr. Fairctyil a: 
We are experiencing these last times our shortest 
période of natural light and one may gay that the day only 
last about § hours. Thie ia my first exverience of so short 
a day and the effects upon the people seem to be somewhat 
deafening. One feels somewhat torpid from the excess of orti~ 
ficial illumination. Upon the population at large the effect 
seems to bea demoralizing; for murder and robberies sre the 
order of the day here. very nicht from 2 to 4 mrders are 
recyrded, mostly commected with robbery or rapine and one 
feels not exactly at ease near dark corners, The police seems 
to be too busy with searching hotels and residences for fire~ 
7 denny forbidden literature, ete., to have time to pay much 
attention to the proper surveillance of streets and sther 
thoroughfares. Tome sante ago they arrested 80 people in 
various hotels and one really feels insecure in one's own 
room, I was informed that if a person is found to possess a 
firearm without having & permit to have it, he is fined 500 
roubles or if one is not willing to pay or not having the money, 
put in jail for «s long as the authorities see fit, what a 
state of sffaire, isn’t it? | 
Well, I will in this letter finish « few minor mtters 


that have been waiting for some time. 
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pipwtly, I peeved, come & letters from Mr. % Be 
Dykes of Charterhouse, Godalming, England, who appears to be 
a specialist on the Genus Iris and who nts to obtain from 
me such material as will assist him in writing e monograph 
about this gems. Tf have written him of my intentions of 
informing you about it and em enclosing his reply of Decem- 
ber 4, 1909, I wish you would kindly send him some plants or 
seeds of Nose 20195, 20166, 22014 and 22016, which are [ris TI 
collected in Northeastern Asia. I enclose both of his letters 
to emble our office to file his name and see his wishes, 

Some time age I found in the BSRerliner Tagesblatt" an 
interesting account about a lecture delivered by the German 
Colonial Secretary, Herrn DernburB, about the cotton production 
of the world and ae this matter is also very interesting to us 
in America, I wish you would kindly give 1% to such a one in 
the Department as collects such information, I herewith enclose 
this clipping. 

Th on, you asked me many months ago to talk with Ure 
Henry in Cambridge about obtaining information in regard to an 
exphoration trip in the Mootse territory in Western China for 
the American Geographical Society. As you know, Dr. Henry wes 
in Servia at that time, to our very sreet regrets, but I spoke 
with Mr, Wilson about it. He wis there in the Voo-tze country, 
as you know, and even took some sini of the marvel lous 
watch towers, those people erect there, | He told me a Frenchman, 


Mr. Bons dtanty, Consul General to France at Cheng-tu, Gevechuan, 
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explored the territory of the Mao tee tribes fully and wrote 
@ book about it. Mr, Vilson didn't know the name of the book, 
however, Perhaps you could find out more about this, through 
your Washington connections, 

I aleo enclose a small clipping about Panama which 
is a9 interesting to throw away. It my be of use to us 
when sstablishine there some kind of sai Ininniaeeniihad station. 

Also enclosed a Glipping about the tanning sumac from 
Sicily, which many be grown some day in Southern California or 
perhaps even in Southern Utah or parts of Texae. 
| I also spoke with Er. Montgomery Schuyler about the 
Reichardt Asiatic Trading Co. Well, this company may be there 
in Central Asia and they my be #11 right, out~-they are not 
known to this “sbassy here in 5h. fetersbure. 

Z also snéinee a Clipping from the Los Angeles 
txaminer of Movember 20, 1909, about a new fibre plant imported 
from Uganda and planted in a gerden in San ’edroe Have you 
hear@® of this plant? If not, perhaps %. bewey will be inter 
ested to retain this ciipping. 

‘Another clipping of interest is that about the plan 
to establish a large botanical garden in Agricultural fark in 
Los Angeles. In @ase you do not retain this clipping I would 
be pleased to have it returned to me for future uses. 

Another enclosure of this letter is a smsll sample of 
a fiber, coming from a climbing leguminous plant, growing in the 


interéor of German Saat Africa and much used by the natives there. 
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ds enphe was given to me by Dr. C, Branner of the Hamburg 
Botanical institute, who says it is one of the strongest fibers 
in the world and you may Sey go yourself by testing only a 
stall thread. he plant is botantcally unknown es yet. f 
wish you would add this to our collection of fibres, (if we 
have such a most necessary collection). If not, Mr. Dewey 
will probably be pleased to get ite 

Then, Mr. Alexander Xennedy in Tangsi wrote me & 
persotiel letter in which he mentions that the bamboo disease 
in which Yrs. Patterson is so much interested is a new disease 


to that part of China where he lives. he Chinese fold him 


they never gnaw it before and they ¢all it « plague. in the 


mountains it has attacked espetially the Tae-tsoh, a Thyllo~ 
stachys, S.Pele23234. Wr. Sennedy will let us hear more about 
it, he says, however, thet the Chinese esy it does not kill 


the canes, but he is mot so sure of that. He wrote me in & 


second letter that he had informed you also about these bamboo 


matters and about the Yang mae seeds (Myri@a rubra) so I suppose 

you got the above news in duplicate, but 7 simply write this for 

safaty sake, in case the bamboo disease is really new to that 

part of China, it might have been imported from Japan, a8 

thousands of Japanese plants are imported these lastyyears in 

Chins and are readily bought, by Poreigners and Chinese alixe. 
Well, I will close this letter. { marked on the 


envelope, Personal, because T sm afraid otherwise some of these 
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870. 
clippings and small things will drop out, if opened in the 
messenger's root. 
. ft remain with kind regards also the others in your 
office, 
Respectfully yours, 


PRANE WH. MOY TR. 


St. Petersburg, Russia, 
December 30, 1909. 
Dear Mre Pairchiid: 

I am in receipt of your letter of December 10, 1909, 
together with enclosures of copy of Yr. geofield’s i etter of 
Devenber 6, 1909, and the photograph of Medicago cancéllata. 

I have written to Mr. Gs Yon Arepow in Samara about I am going 
‘down to Sarepta and looking up this Mr. Shriskef there, who 
may assist us in getting hold of plants or SGC Se 

A few days ago while here in the herbarium, I met a 
Wr, W, Se Bogdan, Agromomiet, from Kraseury Sut Government, 
Samara, Russia, who told me he had forwarded 4 gmall quantity 
of seeds of Medicago 9 gancéliata to Professor Ne iy Hansen et 
Brookings, South Dakota, When I told him thot we in. Washington, 
too, are very much interested in this species and in any other 


promising Medicagos, he said he would send us some seeds and 
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would like very much to exchange with us. I Bave him your 
name and Professor Piper*s as being the parties he could best 
get in touch with, also ir. Garleton’ s for erains in particuler. 
He doesn't speak Mmglish or French, tut corresponds in Russian 
and German. I trust a note from you in German, will bring you 
in touch with hin. 

The specimens of Ms cancellate Y saw in the herbaria 
of Kew, Berlin and St. Petersburg, do not make it appear to be 
& very robust species, but maybe if improves wider cultivation. 

. There are some specimens of I, eoerula here in the 
herbarium coming from sowthern Russian and also from Sarepta which 
species look very promising and it seems to be extremely variable, 

Of Medicago falcata there are many forms, some even 
famed, like var. toninfolia, witli nerrow leaflets; var. _pmbigua, 
of esinaly growth; var. desert orum, woody and with small leafl ete; 
Yars typica, with few leaves ané these very small. ‘11 these 
forms occur in the Alai tounte ine, the Ala ten, “hian chan, 
around Iasyk Zul, Yerny, etc., all in Central Asia and im the 
regions I intend to explore. 

Then, Medicago platycarpos occurs in the Ala tev and 
Thian shan regions and in the willey of the Tlie Tt ig a 
perennial species of robust growth and bearing yellow flowers, 
It is quite disgtines from other Medicegos and may not readily 
hybridize with them, I suppose, but it looks very promising as 
a fodder plant. 

He Gretacea occurs in cliffs in the Caucasus; it is a 
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rather small and stunted perennial species of apparently little 
value from an economic point of view. 

Me ruthenion, is #exy variable and the big forms ldok 
promising as a fodder plant. It occurs aostly in Central and 
Western Siberia, like near Irkytek, noar Nertchensk, in von 
golia, ete, 

HK. dagestanica, a small perennial specie from a small 
district in the Caucasus (Awarsk, prov. Dagestan, Caucasus) not 
promising to ve of economic values 

iy littorelis, serena’ of small growth, very tomen 
tose, from the Caucasus. 

M. glutinosa, A perentisl] of robust growth, yellow 
owere, quite yarisable, apparently very promicing,. Occurking 
in the Muban prove Cauca Sus. 

uM rupestris, & simil perenmial more or less an alpine, 
ocourring in the Gsucasus. Of no economic value. | 

I also noticed many anneal Medicagos like M, denticu- 
lata, B. Cererdi, NM. lupulina, i, lanigera (from near Pokhara), 
My winima {from Caucasus and other places), MM. orbiculeria 
(Caucasue), M. rigidule [Ommensus), M, globosa (Caucasus), My 
trivuloides (Caucasus), promiaing as an annual fodder plant, 

M. Maculata (Caucasus) robust growth, promising as e fodder plant. 
| then I saw how many species of Trigonella occur in 
Gentral Asia, some of thewe are closely allied to the Medicagos 

| and may play a roll some day as fodder vlants, lice the Tt foenum 

| - graccum hich is being mltiveted even in Central Asia as IT saw 





baa Jenin al Gites amrootdt stray eataieaied anid 

sill ahh ial water oa ee 

ad Leger sen 

Liem: @ Mont sioege Ie lanpteq dau a et a yogit | 

doa laugaouad ,uateaged .vetq.qaetewa) erenoved ohh #P totete th 

wets eo Rage: eet oon “weather obnexove to: eS" ef yateteord 
nomed quer tiwony Liew Ye fatawonng qakboncettn gi 

— M@Lioy etiteoty teste: Yo datnagtey A) .apott tite: od as howge 








piitweel .auivines yor ihn: iene petit! 
atonal Me ered 40 oteone iaanoweg. lamas chia ge. Te , 
ie i fe odmeseae ‘ee ke aided nae eae nd sadraming 
<wottmoy 38 ok! gepnedie’. Sesame wrt oo Hom Be bs ati meteor? 


, atredie® aaere sais. eee o 













3B fae tre tio att Eg 


cyt glesrnnway) gods, ad 








ie 3 ili f co welt wee > Fe i a cr 


4 a 


- 


7 St “— 





si 
an | 


“ae 


B73. 
from herbarium specimens. 

In the Botanical Library I noticed a new publication: 
“Kulturpflanzen der “elt~-Wirtschaft" by Otto Warburg of Berlin 
and J, “ van Someren Grand of Amsterdamg published by R. Voigt~ 
lander, Leipsig. It is an interesting volume, auite uptodate 
for so far tropical cultures are coméerned, but of American 
agrioulture there is a sad lack of striking pictures, A curious 
mistake hag been usde in the Ghapter on tobacco culture, where 
Nicotians Senderfi has been substituted fer N. Tabacum and it is 
rather strange. to see the large violetered flowers of this first 
hyorid being represented as the true tobscco. | thine it would 
interest you to see this ebove mentioned book, 

I have had many talks of late with various men of 
scientific and of practical standing here in the St. YCetersburg 
Botanical Gardens. 

They would like to get from us a few things very badly, 
vine, aome @ things of a good spineless Opuntia, to ve tried as 
a fodder Plant in Turkestan, some seed canes of our hardiest 
sugar cane (Saccharum Nerenge} and some seeds of the gemine 
Rumex hyme nocephalus to try 1b as a tanning aaterial producer 
in Central Asia. 

They are willimg to send us in return such asterial 
as we wish from their seed List and from some Live plants that 


Professor Xomaroff just brought bace from samschatke om of 


which they will send you the Liste, Ae things go slow here, 


very slow, I suppose you will receive these lists some weeks 


from now. 
Sy 4 . 
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Bit. 
Professor HN, Monteverde, who has charge of the 
Botanical Museum here, would like to obtain a few photos of 
us for the Museum, like a copy of Bo. 352, 356, 406, and 318, with. 
the descrivtions with it. He is willing to give us in return 
a piece of truk of a Saxaul tree from Turkestan and some 
minor things. In case we are willing to exchange » he will 
send us a list of what articles he hos in duplicate. 
I noticed in the Botanical Musewa the very interest- 
ing gand-binding grass, Aristidia pennata, which ie one of the 
mowt important plants in the world for the Tussians, as it 
enables them to prevent the Central Asian Neilroad from being 
blown underneath the sand. I saw some photos how small plan- 
tations are started here and there in which Sazmaul (Halimodendron) 
treme spart ium {a cytisus<like shrub) and this Aristidia play the 
great role. That these phante May also be of greet value to us 
in the Southwest is my confirmed opinion and it is good that we 
have come to see these specimens and come te know those in custody. 
. In the herbertum I studied the very interesting wild 
species of Amygdalus from Centre] Asia. ‘here is the A. bucharica 
from Bokhara, Snimarkend, ctc., It ie a slow grower, stunted in 
general, fruits not as lavge ac the ordinary almoni, but some 
forms come very close ta it. This species could perhaps be 
utilized in breeding with the ordinary almorior be used as a 
stock +o graft upon in very dry regions. A, nana is & very 
bushy species with small fruits and though quite ornamental, is 
in my opinion, of little eoonomic value; though hybrids could 
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be made and a race of dwarf almonds be created. 

A, Petunikowi is probably a form with very lanoeolate 
leaves of A, nana, occurring in the Thian Shan, 

A, spinosissim isa very spiny, stunted species, 
apparently & desert plant, like some of our own forms in 
California, Apparently of little value. 

A» commnis occurs wild and cultivete dna I would 
not be surprised if some forms were not natural hybrids with 
As busharica., On my coming trips I will try to got many seeds 
and budwood of these above mentioned species, which probably 
will all thrive grafted on Amygisius d@avidians, I think Pro« 

' feasor S. Mason will be interested in the above plants and f 
kindly wish you would let him read this wrt of the letter. 

There are also some semi-desert sy cies of Pirus 
in Central Asia, lice P. buchdrica, P, Korshinscyi and FP. 
heterophylla, all three very strange looxing fellow and vary~ 
ing in their follage esp cislly in an umusual degree, seeking 
apparentiy like a desert poplar, Populus eup hratica, what form 
of lear will suit them best in their trying climate. 

Pirus malug occurs in many forms in Central Asia, 
some varieties are utterly unlixe any one [ ever saw and 
cannot really be P. maluss 

Some days ago iir. G Bartelsen, the nead gardener of 
the Botanical Cardeng here, took me out to the so-called Taurian 
Carden where the decorative plants are being cept which are 


used to adorn the Imerial palaces at balls and receptions. 
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They have some enormous hothouses there. One is several 
hundred feet long and contains nothing but Laurus nobilis and 
some minor evergreens; another house has nothing but Bugenia 
illipticas a large palmhouse has an avonue of Livingstonia 
chinensis and Caryots wrens, while minor palms are to be seen. 
everywhere, Some of these Livingstonias are fully 20 feet tall, 
have heavy trunks, but ridiculously amell balis of earth, it 
hedne a practice to cvt off as many roots as possible at the 
time of transplanting, I really never sep anything lixe it 
amd in this matter the Russians have acquired a knowledge which 
we do not possess, One is also surprised at the number of rare 
botanionl plants the Russians eivtineke ae ordinary house plants. 
There is, for instance, the Philodendron pertuaus (Monstera 
deliciosa) which is seen in many homes, Cisgus antarcticus, an 
evergreen vine which grows even better on the shady side of the 
house than on the sumy side. This attractive vine is very much 
seen in windows, sometimes even in ehops, between meats and 
delicacies, Other strange room plante are Hoye canosa, Colo~ 
casig anti quorum, Rip poss trums , Cinnomormum Tamala and other 
species of clannamon. Villarezia grandiflora, Cereus peruvisnus 
monstroeus and various other Cereus and Memmillarias. As the 
houses here have all d@uble windows and are heated throughout 
the winter, this fact of growing so many rather rare exotics in 
Russie as house plants can be explained through the more equal 
temperatures that exist in rooms eee as Gompared with the great 


fluctustion in temperature in the ordinary american and Western 
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Buropean dwellings of man. 

Mr. Barteleen told me that in case we send live 
plants or cuttings to this garden here, that we best send 
them through the American UxpESss Goe, Ferdinandstrasse 2, 
Harburg, Germany. 

| he, I will in com@lusion state, that matters 
relating to the issue of various permits have progressed quite 
well these layt days. If want with a new Sashidabadiahs three 
daya at the Department of Foreign Affairs, the gureau for 
ventral Agien affairs, the Police Department, the American 
Grbassy and with some people in the Botenieal Garden, and we 
hope thet all things will be settled within a day or two. I 
never bnew that thie land wae ao difficult to live in ond that 
one has to submit to so much red tepe. festerday we were 
visited by & police officer and we had to state what our 
profession was, where we came from, where we intended to £0, 
where I obtained my money and how much we spent, etc., and all things 
were written-down on bine she@ts. Por what? We do not know! 
And yot this ia an interesting lend, for which it is worth to 
have some troubles, although not willing to have them for much 
longer then a couple of yeursa. 

Well, Mr. Pairchild, as usuni the letter has become 
vig and the many iteme etattered, out with your eepable assis~ 
tants you will he able to get the grain geperated from the 


chaff, 
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878. 
I remain with best of regards to you all, 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N, MEY ae 


| if Moscow, Ruesia, 
| | | Jamary 4, 1910. 
Dear Yr. Pairehtid: 

This is to let you know that I was at last able to 
leave 5St. Petersburg, having gotten permission to wear a 
revolver and be allowed to travel in Tumcesten with an inter« 
preter whose name hes been moted down by the suthorities,s 
| We left St. Petersburg lest Saturday night and landed haere 


Sunday morning, The seagon of the year is bad, of course 
3 % 












everything is under gnew ond ice and I cannot say much about 

vorotation. Yesterday I called upon Mr. Mngel of the firm 

R Tamer & Gos: this sentleman told me about a new fodder 

@rase from the Samoga Government which le a perennial Triticum, 
a which has not the objectionable ruming Fhigomes of 3. repens. 

He aled showed seeds of a new species of Cicer with trianguler 

seeds coming from Central fuseis and used as a fodder plant by 

Ruestan farmers. It 1s said to rpoduce ae mich as 500-600 peod 

of seeds per Hootare, and not needing ae fertile @ soil a8 peas. 
age a apoke about a new white millet or progo {Penieum 


| from the ganmre Government from which a fine white 
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flour can be mide, fit for baking purposes; also a good red 

variety of proso from the sane Government, also new. He will 

| let me know today or tomorrow whether he can obtain sufficient 
quantities of seeds of these above mentioned valuable produce 
tions. 

I also tried to see yesterday Prof. Galenkin of the 

Botanical Gardens here, but 1 had to come back today. He 
couldn't give me much information about verious alfsalfas as 
he is strictly a botanist, but suggested to cet into corres» 
pondence with Mr. W% 5S. Bogdan, — mut Government, Samara, 
of whom I wrote you already. Then he suggested Mr, Keller, 
PrivateDocent at the University of Kazan, who is a specialist 
on slents from the VYolge territory; also Prof. Gordiachin, 
Botani st at the newly opened University in Saratof. He also 
said we may get seeds of rare species of Medicagos by sping 
through various seedlists sent out from Russian Botanicel Gere 
dens. I also went.today to the Agricultuml] Collese at Reszemofsko 
near this city of Moscow. I saw Prof, “illiams and spoke about 
getting mie species of Medicagos and especially about obtaining 
‘Me. gancellata, He informed me the same as Prof, Galenkin, that 
there is no good botanist in Sarepta or vicinity and that there 

4s so much snow all over thut part of Russia that we won't be 
able to obtain plants or seeds unless we knew exactly the 
locality, which of course, we do not. I think as such thet we 
have to postpone our trip to Sarepte until a more favorable 


season or to get seeds through Vr. Bogdan. I met Mr, “mil Meyer, 
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the head gardener at the Agricultural College who was of sreat 
assistance to Dr. Bessey many years ago. He was, however, very 
much occupled today with a Board of Trustees’ meeting and asked 
me to come back again; I didn't see much of the arboretum as 
we had a heavy snowstorm yesterday and everything is covered 
with the "beautiful" for more than a foot. 

Prof. Tulaikoff, the agricultural explorer, who visited 
us, a8 you may remember, is still in Germany and Prof. Govrenko, 
the specialist on grapes in Russia wasn't to be found, although 
I have to see the last, as he is said to be the best informed 
man in Russia about Central Asiatic varieties of grapes. TI 
will try to get him tomorrow. 

Now, as I probably won't go down to Sarepte, I meg 
Leave tomorrow or the day after and go straighi to the Crimea, 
+i to the Cancasus and from there to Central Asia, where I 
am not allowed to enter until January 14, 1910. 
| Vell, this news is sowewhet more cheery than I have 
been able to give for a long time, isn't it? 

With kindest of greetings aleo to those in the office, 
t remain | 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK No MSYERe 
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881, 
Sebastopol, Crimea, Russia, 
Jamary 135, 1910. 

Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Herewith I am sending you by Russian parcel post 
One package maumbered 370-376 and containing 7 separate pack- 
ages, each having one kind of cuttings in it. We experienced 
considerable aifficul ty with the postal authorities here, i$ 
being apparently the first time that cuttings of plants had been 
forwarded by mail. ft hope they will deliver the package in 
good shape, though they declined to have it valued and would 
not or could not tell us which way it would go to Washington. 

I suggest to forward this materinl to Chico, for the 
climate here corresponds very much to that of the interior 
valleys of California. ‘The thermometer goes wp to 115° in 
the shkhde here in mid-summer and every so many winters it goes 
to even 10 below Zero. ‘There is also very little rainfall in 
summer and the snow in winter doesn't remain long on the ground. 

I enclose the notes in duplicate belonging to this 
shipment, but will make a few remarks yet about a few things. 

No. 370, Morus alba fastiguata is a good pyramidal 
tree for California, Southern Uteh, Arizona, the San Antonio 
region (Texas) and for similar locailities. It is especially 
suited for small gardens and cemeteries. | 

Ho. 371. Sad ix Sp. Var. surea can be grown in simi- 
lar localities as the preceding one and can be kept in gardens 


as an ever~ready tying mterial. 
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882. 

No. S72. Pirus sp», apparently P. Salicifolia, may 
prove to be a fine stock for pears in the hotesummered South- 
western sections of the United States. I have not been able 
to get any seeds as yet, but may still succeed in obtaining a 
Lewes 

No. 373 is an ornamental form of the above, fit for 
smell gardens. 

No, 374, Crataegus sp., apparently ©. orientalis, 
can also be tested as a stock for pears in the Southwest. In 
case we haven't got any Crataegus stock at Chico, “hos. Meehan 
at Dreshertowi, Pennsylvania, or the ‘im. H. Noon Co, at Morris- 
ville, Pennsylvania, might graft a dozen plants for ue as a trial 
as we will have to have them graft or but in the future some of 
the improved varieties of the large fruited Chinese Maw (Cra~ 
taegus pimatifida) with which our propagators were so unsuc~ 
cessful in the past. 

No. 375 & 376 are of minor importance and need no ~ 
comment beyond their notes. 

Then, I sent you lest night by registered sample post 
4 small bags. ‘Three of them contain entomological specimens and 
are marked such. I kindly wish you would turn them over to those 
interested in them, There are many insect pests here in Southern 
Russia and I hope I may find something important yet. 

Por facilities sake, I will just mention the contents 


of the three begs with entomological material: 
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883. 

Caterpilar'’s nests on apparently a specie of Prums 
near Sebastopol, Crimea, Russia, January 9, 1910. 

Seales on wild roses, collected in the hills near 
Sebastopol, Crimea, Russia, January 11, 1910. (3 samples). 

Scales on apparently a specie of Prunus, collected 
in the hills near Sebastopol, Crimea, Tussia, January 11, 1910. 

Then, I would like to make a suggestion in regard to 
such material. Up to the present you have been kind enough to 
send me a copy of the lists of determinations of insect material 
I sent in, but as I haven't got enouzh brains left any more to 
take in all those difficult names, = #ish you would discontinue 
gending me such determinations, but instead to let me know 
whether I found something rare or important and whether the 
entomological authorities want be to be on the lookout for 
sieotidae. epastals 

Now we come to bag Ib. 4 of the registered samples, 
This contains a sample of the Cicer of which I wrote you in 
my letter from Moscow and which sample Pr. “ngel of the firm 
EB. Immer & Co., Seedsmen, in Voscow, gave me, Hr. Mele 
Slains the plant gives from 500 to 600 pood (a pood equals 40 
pounds) per Hectare and grows on worse soil than peas are able 
to thrive. Mr. Sngel has a few hundred poods of this Cicer 
for sale and offers them at 3.25 roubles per pood. He strongly 
recommends us to make » test with it in the Middle ‘est and 
gays the Tussian farmers of certain districts in Central Russia 


consider it a favortie cattle fodder, 
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684, 

Mr, Engel aleo promised to send me a few samples of 
millets, but he either didn't do it or the things got lost. 
Vell, anyway he has a small quanti ty of & very superior white 
millet (Panicum miliaceum) from the Samara Government of which 
he has promised part already to other perties in and out of 
Russia. The very highest amount he could supply is 100 pood. 
The cost is 4.75 roubles per pood. 

Then Mr. “ngel algo has the red prose from Orenburg, 
of which he gave Professor Hansen some a few yearssago, while 
the Variety wasn't fixed yet. Now, however, it is true and 


he recommends 1+ very much for tho drier regions of the United 


‘States. This proso gives very large harvests and needs but 


little rainfall. <A few hundred poods are to be had at 2.60 
roubles per pood. } 

Then, the newly discovered Triticum cristatum, a 
perennial fodder grass from the Samara Govt. not making the 
Wi cest ohadin running rhizomes like Te repens has the habit 
of doing. Mr. “ngel stated that the plant is a very good 
fodder grass for semiearid regione and makes a good stand even 
in a dry summer, while other grasses fail to grow more than a 
few inches. ‘here is only a Limited cuantity of seeds at hand 
and part of it has been sold already to Vilmorin, Andrieux & 
Co. Mr, Engel could spare us 30 poods in case we let him know 
pefore February 10, 1910. After that date he cannot promise us 
any more until next year. The price is high; 11 roubles per 


pood. 
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885. 
As I myself do not feel like ordering any larse quan- 
tity at my own risk and as gome of these mentionel seeds are 


still enroute to Moscow, go that I couldn't see them and buy 


small quantities, I suggest that you have a talk with various 


genthbmen interested in these matters and to send a wire to 
Mr. Engel before February 10, 1910, giving him the quantitics 
of seeds of Cleer, white Proso, red Proso & Triticum you want 
him to reserve for us. 

Then, Mr. Engel informed me that this year they are 
offering a new variety of Helianthus annus of which the seeds 
are coated with a hard, silicateous substance, so that the 
beetles which do such an enormous demage of late in Pussia to 
the sunflower seed crop find it impossible to bitethrough these 
seed hulls. 

They also have a new variety bt eabbane for sale this 
year, obtained from Sulgeria end pre ving to ba very fine for 
the South of Russia, givine « good stand where ordinary kinds 
do not grow well and needing mich less space than the common 
cabbages. He suggests to give it a trial in the South aes an 
early cabbage, 

the two above things are listed in his catalogue for 
1910. ‘Then Mr. “ngel informed me thet he thought it strange 
that a bill for seeds of Viela villosa dated August 16 and sent 
to our office had not been settled yet. ‘Youldn'’t you please 
look into this matter and see whet is the cause of the delay? 
It is never very plongant to have to hear a remark about such 
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886, 
matters While in a foreign country. Ininformed Mr. Bngel that 
his letter might have become lost and suggested to send in 
another bill, but that I also would inform you about this 
matter. 

Last Sunday morning, Januery 9, 1910, we arrived here 
in Sebastopol and found it quite cold, is° Fohr., and everything 
covered with snow, Yesterday and today, however, the weather 
has become mild, (40° Fehr.) and the snow is rapidly melting. 
We left Moscow in the evening of January 6 and it was 31° Bahr. 
and although we raced dowm “outh for 2 days and three nights 
{trains go slow in fussia) the cold wires kept on following us 
all the time. We saw by telegrams that it was about 50° (50° 
below Zerd Pahr.) in the country around Moscow on Januory 7. 
Well, the climate here isn't at all as mild as I expected it 
to bes there are very few evergreens to be seen in the gz rdens, 
Thuya orientalis, Juniperus communis, some young Cupressus 
funebris; on sheltered spots an “uonimus japonicus or o strag~ 
@ling Prumis lauro«-cerasus. That is about all. As deciduous 
shade trees the Sophora japonica ‘ah Robinia pseud-acacia do 
best, while ashes, elms and Ailanthus glandulosus are coming next. 

I have been searching along the cliffe for vafious 
| Medicagos, but as yet T haven't seen a single one. We are in 
magotins sen, however, today with some cartmen to take us down 
to Yalta by easy stages, 80 a8 to enable ue to collect various 
things. As yet they went scandalously high prices, it beihg 


Russian New Year tomorrow, but we will get yet some more reason~ 
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887, 
able rates. I shipped my "not wanted" baggage already to 
Yalta by 5.5. but the country is too full of good things to 
io to that way by ourselfes. You have really no idea how 
mach behind the times the people are heres. esterday it took 
me two hours in the bank to get some money on a letter of 
credit. I even had to get my passport to show them I wag 
the real one. And in the Post Office they didn't know Yesh- 
ington was the capital of the United States. ‘They thouzht it 
was New York. Isn't that lovely? (me certainly doesn't have 
to 26 to China to find such blissful ignorance. 

Well, if all things go well, I will depart tomorrow 
for Yelta. That will be about a 4 or 5 day’s journey by cart. 
From there to Nikita to collect the hardy Atwes and other 
interesting things and then across the Black Sea to Gwery; 
from there to Souchoun Kale (a very fine Botanical Garden and 
Hurseries) and then to Batorim, from where 1 hope to ship a 
whole lot of things. 

Hoping the aforementioned packages reach you in good 
condition, I conclude with best of regards also to «11 in the 
office. 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK NH, MoYERs 
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888. 
Yalta, Crimea, Russia, 
January 18, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Pairchil ds 
Last night we arrived here after a four days’ trip 
by wagon from Sebastopol. I found several Medicagos, vise, 
seeds of about 4 anrmual species and roots of apparently two 
perennial ones. I will send these roots by the earliest mail, 
¥e had quite some bad weather on the road, hell and rein. 
Here in Yelta it-is delightful, however, Goodbye! 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANK HN. MSYER. 


Yalta, Crimes, Russia, 
January 21, 1910. 
Dear Mre Fairchild: 
Yesterday and today [ have been sending you 19 
packages by registered Russian samle post. They are marked 
ag follows: 


377 one package Botanical specimens, two peckages. 


$78 " ® Entomological * , " " 
379 X" ” Seeds four ” 
380 ” ” Pathological “ one * 
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383 & 384 one package Pathological specimens, one package 


385 t + a " v 
386 "w ” tt f #9 " 
387 bg # tt oa J #8 e 


I enclose herewith in duplicate ali of the cards 
belonging to them and trust they give most of the information 
desired. 

I would like to hear how the Bedicago roots have 
fared after their long journey and which packing medsum pro ves 
to be the best. I am especially interested in the swamp cypress 
shavings as a material to pack roots in. Mr. Hume claimed it to 
be mould-free and if so, tropical plants even could be shipped 
in it. (Packages 377, 570 and annual Medicagos were treated 
with it.) 

Packages No. 382 & 386 IT packed in moss that can te 
locally obtained here in the Crimea, It is not at all good, 
but Sphagnum is simply not to be had here. If also would like 
to know whether it had damaged the contents through its moulding 
properties. 

The contents of one of the two packages with Botanical 
specimens are some annual Medicagoe from near Aloupka, which 
ones I expect, however, to be found dead upon arrival, one 
Ononis and one little plant I do not know as yet. 

The other packuge contains; One red fungus on a wild 
pear from Baidari, Crimea, Hussias one red cup~shaped fungus on 
a stick of dead wood from near Livadia, Crimea, Russia. I 


kindly wish you would send those two fungi to Dre W. Ay Murril 
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890. 
of the New York Botanical Gardens, who hes requested me to send 
him any fungi I might collect on my travels. Further contents 
are some strange Algae from a dripping rock near “rikinegsh, 
Crimea, ussia. Do you know of any specialist in the Smith- 
sonian or wherever elas who might wish them. Then there are 
some shells in it of land senbain also for some apecialist; 


lestly there are fruits and branches of the interesting wild 


pear here (Pyrus salicifolia) to facilitete ™. Skeeles in his 


determination of Nos. S72, 373 ani 1206e. 
The two packmges with entomological mterial con- 
tain: 
Scales on Fraxims sp. near Aloupka, Crimea, Russia, (3 samples) 
Caterpillars’ nests on pias galicifolia. Balaklava, Crimea, Russia. 
Sealea on Cornus Mas, RBalsklava, Crimea, Pussia. 
Strange coceoons of mud on Pirus salicifolia wate Baidari, 
Crimea, Russia. 
Seabes on Rubus sp near ASloupka, Crimea, Nussia. 
Scales on Laurus nobilis, near Jloupka, Crimen, Ruseia, 
Seales on Hedera Helix, near Livadia, Crimea, Russia. 
Caterpillars’ eggs on Rosa sp. near Aloupka, Crimea, Russia. 


Caterpillars’ eggs on Caragana pygmaca, St. Petersburg, Russia. 


Wasp coccoon, near Baidari, Crimea, Russias 


In the one package with entomoloctcal material we 
have the following: | 
Sérangse guiia on wild rose. Balaklava, Crimes, Hussia. 
Galle on female blossoms of Fraxinus sp., near Aloupka, Crimea, 
Russia. | 
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Galls on Crataegus sp. near Baidari, Crimea, Russia. 
Galls on Ulmus sp. (very large ones). Balaklave, Crimea, Russia. 

In the four bags with seeds we have: two filled with 
verries of the very beautiful Juniperus excelsas one bag with 
Valuable Leguminogae, like 120la, 1202a, 1203a, 12048 and 12050, 
which are anmual Medicagos of the Crimea; it tooksus three fin~ 
terpretor, assistant and self) nesrly « day to pick all those 
seeds from the wet soil. I gave those alfalfas names with 
question marks as I am not positive about they being rightly 
determined by me, I suppose our botanists in Washington will 


have to look them over with comparing material, which I don't 


have here, No. 1206a is probably » lotus and No. 120%. a Coronilia 


ps, both of than may be of value as fodder plants, ‘The last 
bag with seeds has for contents: 1206a, Pirus salicifolia, of 
which I gent scions from Sebastoppi under Nos. 372 and 372; 
12098, Malus baccata from Nertchenek; 1210a, Malus baccata x M. 
prunifolias 12lla, Ribes potraeum; 12iSa, Tosa gallica hybrida. 


All these four mumbers ere for the northern sections of the 


United States and not be propegated in Washington or at Chico. 


No. lél2a, Cercis siliquastrum; 1215a, Jasminum sp.; l2léa, 


Berberis spe; and 1220a, Juniperus excelsa, are intended for 
the mild-wintered, hot and dry~suumered regions of the United 


States and would find at our Chico garden a good place of 
propagation. They should not be kept at Washington. 
I have some herbarium materiel of Juniperus exeel sa, 


of which some is also intended for Professor 3argent. I will 
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send it, however, from Batorum as freight, as 14 is too bulky 
to send by mail from here, 

I haven't been able as yet to go to Nikita to get 
cuttings of the hardy olives, for not only that we had to clean 
and yack seedg and plants, but my assistant wae sick for three 
days, a big Russian holiday came in between, on which Gay every 
shop and office was closed and today we simply were deluged 
with cold rain for nearly the whole day. Tomorrow we hope 
thines will go better and then I will send you some more 
mterial. 

Trusting all this aforementioned material reaches 
you in good condition and with best of greetings, also to those 
in the office, I remain 

Respectfully yours, 


PRANK N, MEYER. 
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Yalta, Crimea, Russia, 
Jamary 24, 1910. 
Dear Wr, Fairehild: 

Herewith I am sending you by registered Suesian 
sample post ebven packages, 511 containing slive cuttings. 

These packages are numbered 368 ~ 398: Wow. 368, 389, 590 and 
$91 are packed in damp swamp cypress shavings, while 392, 393, 
($94, 395, 396, 397 & 396 are packed in damp Sphagnum. f would 
be pleased to hear which packing medium tumne owt to be the 
best. 

A day or two ago I also sent you by registered sample 
post one bag marked seeds. This bag contmins the Nos, 12l6a, 
1217e, 12188, 1219a, 12Zla, 12220, 1225a, 122ta, 1225u, 12268, 1227a, 
12268, 1229a, 1230a, l23la, l23e2a, 1255n, 1kide, & 1l255a, of 
some seeds there are only very small quantitics and T would 
suggest not to enter them in our inventory as they are not worth 
all the labor comnected with such entries, All these seeds 
should te sent to owr garden in Chico, where climatic condi~ 
tions wAll suit these plants better than the “ashington climate. 

The olive cuttings, too, ought to go to Chico, in case 
propagation facilities there are in shape for than. ‘here are 
many very gmail euttings among thie olive material, but as there 
is only one variety of egch of these olives in the Botanical 
Garden at Mikitea and as some of these trees have really no | 
propagating wood on them at all, it was the best I could do 
and trugt thet our propagator will bear these facts in mind 
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when critieizing this shipment. ‘here is a chance that these 

olive cuttings and some Vedicagos and other material that Tf 

have been sending get frozen on the road, but the postal 
authorities are so frightfully ignorant here, that it is next 
to impossible to obtein any information from them about routes 
of travel. Here in Yelte they thought Washington was somewhere 
in Germany; so I needn't say any waved These olives, however, 
have stood temperatures of 15° below Reaumr or about 1° below 

Fehy. and are packed in well, so I think they will be able to 

stand some low temperature, while in transit. In Wew York they 

may experience ag great a cold as here in “urope and TI really 
have to trust to god luck in this mtter, or select another 
seagon for shipping, which ise, of course, out of the question 
for the present. 
I enclose in this letter all of the notes, relating 
| +o these aforementioned shipments, in duplicate and trust they 
| will reach you ell right. 

Ye are experiencing some very bad weather these last 
days, nothing but rain, just the kind of weather one experiences 
in winter in Central Celifornia, last Saturday, while getting 
the olive cuttings in Mikita we got soakingly wet and today 
while trying to photograph several very interesting items we 
had to run again for shelter. ‘e did not succeed today in 
getting nome grape cuttings, eas the viticulturist was absent. 
Tomorrow, perhaps. Ye found Mr. Theophil Kaloida a very 


pleasant man, he is the head gardener of the Imperial Botanical 
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Garden at Hikita; Prof, Cherbakoff, the director, was also quite 
very accommodating to us and allowed me to take photos and ¢lip 
the olive cuttings, Neither of the two, however, is mech 
acquainted with the lesser wild native flora and on the subject 
of Medicagos and other native leguminous plants one has to turn 
to one’s self, Both the two aforementioned gentleman are very 
mich interested in the good things Ameri¢a has to offer them 
and want very much to exchaggze with us. Prof, Cherbakoff will 
seed you his list of exchange material and Mr. Malaide will mke 
it a point to see that we get some seeds of Pistacia mutica from 
him next year. “They want very mach some of our hardier Citrus 
hybrids. In case you could send some young plants by sample 
post to them would be appreciated very much and be the begin- 
ning of further exchange. (I do not think it would be wise to 
attempt to send any plants to them by parcel post os the Russian 
laws are very strict on the introduction of live plants from 
abroad and as Russian Customs house officials sre remarkably 
ignorant about them and will delay or destroy any shipment. } 

There is a smll, one-room masewn here in Yalta, 
belonging to a Mountaineering club and the local fauna and 
flora is represented there more or less. In the very incomplete 
herbarium I found the Medicago I sent in under No, 12020 as P. 
denticulata, labeled i, minima. Wo. 1207a is laboled Coronilla 
eretica. The Ononis in the packsge with Sotanical material, as 
onont 8 columnac. 


Tomorrow T hope to send some more material and then 
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I will depart for Gagri in the Caucasus from there over Souchorim 
Kale with its rich Botanical Garden to Satorim where I expect 
lots of mail and then on to Tiflis. Time fliew quickly while 
. collecting, euseribine and shipping and one finds that to do a 
region somewhat thoroughly onc really has to mike 14 weeke or 
even monthea instead of days. 
I conclude with best of regards, also to all those 
in the office, 
Respectfully yours, 


PRANK Ne MOYER. 


Yalte, Crimea, Fussia, 
| | January 26, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Herewith I am sending you 5 packages by registered 
Russian sample post. These parcels are marked 399, 400, 401, 
402, 403 & 404. IT also enclose the inventory cards belonging 
to them In case the plants reach you in good condition, I 
suggest to forward them ali to Chico, where they will do 
better than in Gashington, I. C, I also had expected to send 
you some ‘ieing cuttings of some rare Warieties, but I round 


it impossible to obtain them, as they had either disposed of 


them already at the Experimental Vineyard at Wikita or didn’t 
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897, 
possess the plants even, though I had been informed in Moscow 
that they were here. 

We also tried to have our parcels forwarded via Mare 
seilles, so ac to minimise the danger of having them frozen on 
the road, The post office authorities, however, informed us 
they couldn't do so as it was against their rules, but we might 
try it with a private shipping company that makes connections 
with various steamers thet rum from Odessa throw:h the Bosphorus 
and the Meditteranean to Marseilles. ‘That kind of shipping, 
however, is too risky here in this country and T decided rather 
to entrust them to the Russian post office and have these 
parcels go via Hamburg. Bow fubure shipments will be treated, 
especially from Tunkestan, is going to be a pretty problem for 
us. ‘The Buseian post office officials are remarkably ignorant 
about anything connected with foreign countries ond especially 
with America and it often takes a eonference of three or four 
of them before they decide to accept my parcels. Vell, today 
we heve been paciing in our baggage and there is quite a lot of 
it, IT assure you, ani tonight we have to leave at 9 o'clock 
for dagrt, nearly « three dayst journey along the shores of 
the Black Sea; the weather, however, is faitly good and the 
moon nearly full and we don't expect any storms and resulting 
nal de mer." | 
I remain, with best of regards, 

Respectiial ly yours, 
FRANK MN. MOYER 
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Gagri, Caucasus, Rusela, 
February 3, 1910. 
Dear by, Fairchild: 

Herewith I am sending you by registered sample post 
4 packages mumbered 406, 411, 412 & 415. By parcel post one 
package mumbered 406, and by ordinary sample post one package 
mumbered 419. 

The inventory notes belonging to this shipment ave 
herewith enclosed in duplicates. 

As usual we are having difficulties with the local 
postal authorities. Here they are informing us that only dried 
or preserved plants can be sent to America from Yussia., After 
gome talks, however, they decided to accept the Lighter packages 
S58 samples. The heavier ones, though, we cannot send from this 
Place as samples, so I was advised te put them together in one 
parce] and then they will go. How those heavy registered 
saitples from Yalte will be treated agein is a real puzzle to 
me, According to the postmaster here, the man in Yalta who 
accepted them will have to pay some fines; I myself expect, 
however, they may send these parcels to St.» -etersburg and 
there they will be left until all the cuttings and plants are 
fibeen or dried out. It is real sad to find out, how very 
little the so-called authorities here know about their own 
businessi — 
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pack of us. ‘their tops are snow covered, but in the valleys 
one finds masses of wild cyclamen, snow drops, Helle boris nige ry 
Prima veris, violets, scillas, all in full bloom. Of economic 
plants one finds many important ones here in their wild state, 
like Olea europaea, Gastanes vescu, Punica granatum, Laurus 
nobilis, Prunus laurocerasus, Ficus carica {very large specimens), 
Boxwood (Buxus sempervirens) (also here and there a9 regular trees), 
hazelnuts, etc. As widergrowth the beautiful large-leaved 
Butchers broom (Ruscus hypoglossum) is seen everywhere, while the 
Caucasian Ivy (Hedera colchica) drapes tree trunks and rocks. 

This town here has been started by hiis Highness, the 
Prince of Oldenburg, to whom I Brought the greetings of Prof. 
Fischer von Waldheim from St. Petersburg. “e spoke a couple 
of times about wrious cultures that may be of importance to 
this region; the Prince is very anmrious to obtein from us our 
hardier strains of sugar cane (Sacchsrum nerenga) and our large 
varieties of pearmts. Of the first I wrote you alresdy from 
St. Petersburg, as the authorities in the Botanical Cerdens 
wanting it; the last one, however, we might send to the Prince 
direct, a few pounds in oample bags, so he can sce how large 
they are. As his Highness speaks the modern languages very 
well, we ¢an write him also in “nglish. ‘he “rince has promised 
me two armed guards to go with us from here to Souchorim Male 
for as you may know, travel is not altogether safe here, 
Yurders are not common, but hold-ups and plunder are of monthly 


occurrence and since we are but little armed, 1% would be 
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almost unwise to proceed without some protection. We shipped 
our ron-wanted baggage already today to GSouchorim Kale and 
expect to go bomorrow ourselves on foot, a four or five days’ 
journey ewain. There have been some Wedicagoa Geseribed from 
near Souchorim Kale snd I expect to find them. In Jouchorin 
itself there iv a famous Botanical Gerden where some rare bare 
boos are being cultivated and where we probebly will be sble 
to obtain seods of some native trees and shrubs. 

In ste $9 the Wedioag 493 thet weds here and which 
I am sending you under Hos, 415 & 141, I may say thet they will 
probably not stand any great frosts, for Mucalyptus even remains 
here out in the open, while Dracaena indivisa, Chamacrops excelsa 
and even Thoenix canariensgis are planted in the public park. 

Well, I expect lote of mail in Batoum, for I haven't 
received a letter now for over a month. 

With best of regards, also to those in the office, I am 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK NH, MOYER. 
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901. 
Souchoum Kale, Caucasus, Russia, 
Pebruary 14, 1910. 

Dear Mr. Fairchild; 

Herewith I am dissing you 6 small parcels by Russian 
registered sample post. Three of them contain seseds of which 
I enclose herewith the inventory mates. Two of these parcels 
Contain entomological material of which I will give a short list — 
on the next pages. 


Of thoge seeds I sent, I wish the very gronter part 


would be sent to our Garden in Chico as the climate there will 


} 
- guit the majority of plants coming from these parts of Tussi. 


The Turkish tobaccos Nos. 1238a, 12392 and 12402, are, of course, 
exempt from thia, The olive seeds, No. 12362, ought to be given 
espetial care as some very hardy varieties may appear among then. 
Of the Cratacgus,Nos. la4la, l242a, and 12458, Profeesor Sargent 
might wish perhape to have «& few seeds. The roses, No. lééda, 1245a, 
and 12460, might perhaps be valuable as a stock for grecnhouse 
roses, for I wee informed by 2 few people here that they are 

much easiar to bud-and graft than Hosa caning and that they make 
the scion grow very much faster. toa. leé¢a and 1245a may be forme 
of Rosa semperflorens. Mo. 1248a is probably » form of Pirus 
Sorbua. The fruits of the size of olives are of a very pleasant 
gour~fresh taste, Mo. 12638, an whbelliferous evergreen shrub, 
possesses value aS @ eover plant and hedge material near the 


seaside, in mildewintered regions; from Batoum I will send a 


few dried branches for identificstion. 
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In the two bage with ont omo logical material there 

ares 

Scales on essus tory cee, Souchoum “ale, Caucasus, Russia, 
(cultivated). Pebruary 9, 1910, 

Seales on Gleditsia triacanthos, Souchoum Mele, Caucasus, Russia. 
{escaped & naturalized). February 10, 1910. 

Scales on Prwius sp., Souchowm Male, indepen, Russia. (cultivated) 
February 10, 1910. 

Scales on Protms leuroceresus, Souchoum Kale, Caucasus, Russia. 
(cultivated). February 11, 1910. 

Scales on orange tree. Souchoum Mele, Caucasus, Hussia. (cultivated) 
February 11, 1910. 

Scales on Lig trum coriaceum, Gouchoum dale, Caucasus, Hussia. 
(Cultivated), February 9, 1010. 

Seales on Cycas revolute. Souchoum Mle, Caucasus, lussia. 

| | (cultivated).  Bebruary Li, 1910. 
Scales on Nerium Oleander, “Gagri, Caucasus, tussia. (cultivated) 

Iemary S1,, 1910. 

‘Seales om Citrus aurantium, agri, Caucasus, Hussis, foultivated) 
Jamary 31, 1910. 

Thrips on Viburnum odoratissimum, Cagri, Caucasus, Tussiae 


(cultivated), January 31, 1910, 


oS ha i te 


Galle on Populus sp. Orianda, Crimes, Susgis,. {culti vated) 
Jeamary 26, 1910. , 
Walls on apple {caused by woolly aphis) (cultivated), Novai Avon, 


Caucasus, Russia. Vebruary 7, 1910. 
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905. 
Galle on Tilia sp, Near Chirig, Caucasus, Russia. February 7, 1910. 
Well, that is alp ut all I have to say on the shipped 
mtertal. In enother letter I will tell you some about the ups 
and do wis af our journey. 
With best of greetings, I am 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANK W. MSY ERs 


Zatoum, Caucasus, Bugsia, 
February 22, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild; 
Yesterday I sent you, after the customary troubles 


with the poat office officials here, 28 packages of plants and 


scious, 
Nos. 430-434 (one parcel) 
| 441-446 {one pareel) 
447-451 {one pareel) and 453 went by Russian 
parcel post. 


Nos, 421, 422, 423, 424, 425, 426, 427, 428, 429, 435, 
436, 458, 438, 459, 440, 452, 454, 455, 456, 457, 458,.459, 460 
and 461, 24 packages ali told, went by Russian registered sample 
post. 

I enclose herewith a set of inventory notes covering 


this shipment and on whieh notes I geve as much information as 
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904, - 
I could obtain. Among this shipment the grapes, Nos. 441-451, 
are of the most important. No. 448 (Awarsarghua), 449 (Agadai), 
450 (Schach-i-soum) were especially recommended to me by Mr. 
A. B, Biskevius, the viticulturist in charge of the Smitskoi 
vineyards and from whom I obtained all these grape ovttings. 


Do you know of any good man we might entrust Mo. 457 (Primale 


acaulis var. Sibthorpii}, ea beautiful bluish flowered primrose? 


fhe two apples, Nos. 457 and 438, my also be of great value 
to the southern sections of the United Statex, especially there 
where the rainfall is fairly grent for the annual rainfell here 
in these sections of the Caucasus is great, I was informed in 
Souchoum Kale, it ie about 44 inches and in Satows 120 inches 
while in the country laying between one finde all intermediate 
amounts. 

Well, Twill ¢lose fer this time. [ gat a whole lot 
of mail here in Batowm and will sy a few days to answer i% ail. 

I remin with vest of greetings, also to all in the 
office, 

Respectfully yours, 
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905. 
Batoum, Caucasus, Russia, 
Yebruary 26, 1910. 
Dear Ne. Fai rohii de 
foday I gent you by Ruseian parcel post one package 
Label ed seeds, 16 containg 12 samples of verious fruits and 
Sibi I purchased here in Gatoum in different stores and marcet 
stall. Yt secus to we thet there are a few tiems of interest 
atong them, lixe for instence, those 2 varieties of almonds 
whieh are so strikingly different from one another. ‘The raisins, 
too, are not the usual kinds and Gid you ever see dried ml- 
berries? They are new tome. The hazeluute and filberts are 
staple crops here and some propagenda for their cxiture in the 
South ern talted States ig certainly not to be refrained from, 
| I enclose 12 sheets belonging to these above mentioned 
samples giving as much information aa I wae able to obtain. 
Then, today we delivered to the warehouse of the 
German Lloyd herein Batowa, 2 boxes, {one large ome, one smell 
one) merked AI and wddressed to Kr. J. P. Roowa, 2 Heater st., 
New York, U.S.A. These 2 boxes will be shipped te Hew York 
by the envidiat steamer and I am arranging with lr. Heingartner, 
our Cotisul here, to have the whole affair settled through him. 
Tie contents of these 2 cases are many end varied. Pirstly, a 
large bag of Diospyros Lotus fruits, Noe l2séa, to be tested as 
@ stock for Kakis in the. mild-wintered regions of the United 
States. Then a large vag of Chickpeas, No. 1259a, ‘hen 2 sacks 
‘of whant, Now. 12602 and 126la. ‘hese wheats are waid to come 
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906, 
from Samgun, Asia Minor, and No. 1260a especially seems to be a 


fine red, hard wheat. In case you find time, I would like to 


hear from you whether Mr, Carleton has anything to say about it. 


Then, I sent some pods of Gleditsia caspica, No. 1262a and 1268a, 
There is youe doubt whether this Gleditsia has been introduced 
into the Crimen or whether it really is a netive. Mr. A, 3 
Jackeon, a botanist at Kew, Sngland, is very much interested in 
them and I initia to send hima few pods of each number to 
assist him in the very diffieuht work of determbhing the various 
GleditSias. 

I enclose herewith the inventory cards for the above 
6 mumbers in duplicate. 

Then, you will find in these 2 cases several (14) 


packages of herbarium materiel, namely: 


Juniperus excel sa, Uniperus oxye Cedrus, 
Cercis siliquastrum, Arbutus Andrachne, 

ea europaca, Pinus tauricur, 
PLxUs SDe Bupleurum fruiicasum, 
Hedera Helix colchica, Cunninghamia sinensis, 
Crataegus pyracantha, Bagus orientalis, 
Mose, Qu. aie SUbSI's 


Of most of this material I would like to see Prof, 
Sargent wupplied with a liberal samle and especially of. 


Juniperus excelsa, Je oxycedrus and Pinus tauricum 
I trust that Mr. Ricker or the one who has charge of 
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907. 
exchange miters will kindly be notified of our wishes. 

Then there ig a parcel containing 10 small packages 
of fungi collected here and there in the Caucasus. There are 
6 few strange ones among them andi I would like to see then 
given to Ur. % A. Murril of the Bo tanios) Gardens, New York, 
who is compiling a — on fungi and requested m especially 
to send him mterial. 

I also enclosed in the big box some very large speci~ 
meng of crown galt on Prunus divericata, They may be given to 
those interested in them 

There is also a fine piece of a steamedii! bamboo 
stem enclosed; {from Fhyllostechys pubescens) coming from 
Chaleva, near Bato unm, where nice furniture is mde already 
from plantations of bamboo vhere the first plants were set 
i eat 15 years ago. Later more about this most Interesting 
oxperinent. 

| Then, you will find 1 package of tobacco leaves of 
the Trepisand cigarette wriety and 1 package of the Samenn 
variety. Both are excellent varieties of which T sent seeds 
som days ages 

There are also 2 samples of soils to show the dif- 
fervenge in the netuwre of these solls and to emable our spet- 
ialists to amlyze these sampbes. 

* Lalso enclosed some books in Mussian; “Works of 
the Committee of Viticulture & Wine making," "Purming in 
forkestan,” “Wine Making in Russai. Part VI, Asiatic Russia 
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(furkestan)," "Botanical Institutions & Gardens of Southern 
Ruropp and Northern Africa," "Botanical Gardens of Lisbon, 
Madrid & Kew,” ‘the three first volumes were given me in 
the Department of Agriculture in 5¢. Mtersburg; the last 2 
I got from Prof. Lipsky of the S¢. Petersburg Butanical Garden, 
{All these volumes can be presented to our Department Library.) 

in Bngiish there is: “Practice of Yedicine,” Osler. 
I really hate to mrt with it, but it is too heavy and some- 
what too technical to be of much use to me, I received it from 
Dr, “rwin 3, Smith and I kindly wish you would return it again 
to him, with my best thanks. 


She catalogues of Heese and of Barbier I enclosed 


ia case you might wish to retain them. To me they are too 


heavy and not very negessary, I am trying to reduce my bag- 
she as mach as possible and will dispose of all things not 
absodLutely essential. 

Well, thie covers about all agsin and it being 2 Aci. 
I will have to postpone another letter wnitil later. 


With kindest greetings, siso to those in the office, 


T am 
Respectfully yours, 
FRAGK No MEYER. 
Pode I found out that the wseds of an wabeliiferous plant 


I sent under No. 12530 are those of Bupleurum fruticosum, 


A 28 08 





| afiodeil to enebta) foolasted" ",aolstA suedducll bua qzortel 
«at oa sera otew eemuiiow demtt. sorsid edt, “quel db tebail 
& feel odd. rpredexote’. ot 2 gutligoitea to edatinmedanel 
Kebisp Loo lich gideiede «i edd Io, Ylegid otowk woxk dogs d 
(tterd hi taemitaged ae eo botwserd ad ano gonwler empdi 144) 
stole * omlbothel te soldat” wi eted? deliwmi Ghee og 
_,memen ine ween cot et sb dag gtt Adtw, teay atoeoed YLiaow I 
aoxt, $1 bowteoas 1.0m of ear coum Re 26 of Lenladnesoot paste 
alage oi awsex bisew wey delw yibala 1 bow, ddd sh ehwd, af 
i eek vat deed ym, ddiw gold of 
bogcione 1 ae ldyat Rua Due eHael Te easyedatao | ont, Leirtey ay te 
pot eve youd om of ymedd qiedur oF dese ¢dgie, any epee, st 
~aed Ya goubes of wily ae L .yieewesed yrew dog baa yroer 
som syuind fie Ae onogeth idlw due efdteooy, sa doum.ea coun 
— shattnoues yledsicada 

Med S giloe 1 bee tiene iia dvoda areyao eidd gidvll | 
woe steiat Iw aettes sed¢ene eaeqteog ob eved diie Et 
2OLTI¢ edd nt seeds of cele ~ayniimeyy desbads MIR ody duu 
OM ee algal aim 

; rennet YS Sa ee ele 

one op i “f AAR pie PRL Ae ep ae mlacdnR 
daaloa saeaaks: dodms aa le aboos, si, aes. ae so ae afew, 
ane een ony 8884 9 tet 08, 2 


to pa Ba ve Pre dfit eh his i, ; % Rt be: a *» was " wisest: “elt 





Bet Gey whi A Oe ogy Grint rt mks og oft aa cagA. ah. i os ee woke? : “: xviii oy 1 








909. 
Batoum, Caucasus, Russia, 
February 27, i910. 


Dear Mr. Peairchild: 


| 
: 
| 
| 
| 


These last times T hove written you only some short 


business letters and although I xnow thet you won't have time 


enough to anawor my letters, I will aimply jot these things 
down for reason thet they may be of importance to know to 
various people interested in them. 

| | r believe I left ott on Pobruary 3 when IT eeaid I was 
departing, Pebruary 4, from Gscri, Gaucesus to Souchoum Zale 
by cart, Well, we had 2 soldiers on horseback with us es a 
guerd, supplied by his Highness, the Prince of Sldenburg, but 
we hed to feed and lodge these men and their horses, so it came 


rather high, this protection. Ye had ne encounters whatsoever, 


| 
. 
, 
| 
| 
| 


I am sorry to say, for a serap wouldn't have been #9 bad with 
some of the outlaws here. “e were shown, of course, sion spots 
where some people had been murdered a few months ago, but that 
was all, On February 8 we had the whole day rain and #0 tmch 
of it that we were goaked to the skin and our ba,gage wet too. 
Thies bit of paper atill shows the effect of the moisture and my 
envelopes had to be opened while they were still moist, but 
still a lot are glued together, on Tebruary 6 we went farther | 
on and slept that evening im the great and celebrated Honastery 
at Hovei Avon, A Tine place it ig, with hundreds of monks run 


ning about. Ye saw the next dey, Pebruary 7, the Head Prior, 







ike spoke about cultures of plants and religious affairs (he was not 
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910. 
mach interested in the first subject} and saw the fine olive 
Plantations where nearly all the olives are grafted. ‘They have, 
however, some insect pests in them and obtain only s small 
yield of olives. The apple orchard was infested with woolly 
aphis and they were not very euceessful in combatting it. 

In the evening of this day we landed in “ouchoum kale, 
after having passed in thie four days’ course a very interest- 
in country, full of wild and rugged scenery. Ine time we 
went through forests of beeches (Fagus orientalis {Lipsky)) and 
of Caprinus betulue and then again through open lands where the 
bracken (Pteris aguilina) had taken full possession, Jometimes 
we passed valleys full of alders (Aimus glutinosa) then again 
we game upon clumps of tall Sterocerts cenmcasica or saw a wild 
pear full of mistletoe. Prima acaulis var. 


Jibthor ii with 





ftga purplish-blus flowers we seen here ani there on a moist 
embankuent end Salanthus nivalis ver, Caucasica ran together 
with Helleboris caugasicus on sone molet and rocky spot o. Th 
the woods we notiged ss under growth the evergreen "hodendron 
ponticum and the deciduous Ph. flawom (Azoles pontica), brambles, 


amilax and grape vines ran riot in the thickets end some Cornus 


mas and Buxus sempervirens grew in stony cliffs. The Caucasus 


is @ wonderfully beautiful land, fully rivaling California in 
ite diversity of scenery, clinmtes and latent povsibilities. 
On Tuesday, Februury €, we had heavy rains again, but 


thank Heavens, we were in our hotel in Souchounm, busy drying all 


the wet BDaggage. On “ednesday, February 9, I went to the Botan- 
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foal Gardens and saw Mr, A. van de Yelde, the head gardener 
in charge who was very kind to me and showed me the many things 
they have there, There are not many rare things there from our 
point of view, tut they are testing nae things all the time. 
I am sending you herewith « few of their publicstion in which 
you my find perhaps something of interest, if yeur time allows 
you to peruse them, There ar@ mumerous misprints in them, but 
they told me they have an awful lot of trouble with the printers. 
foth Mr. 3B. 3, Rarkowios, the director, and Mr. 4. van de Velde, 
the head gardener, are very anxious to exhhange with us and they 
teld me we are free to eec for things that we see in their pube 
lieations., From us they like especially to get herider varieties 
ef citrus and other plants of economic interest. JI geve your 
name and addrees and suggested to send you their publications 
regularly. You my esueinnaein in English for Br. van de Yol de 
gpeake and writes that tongue. In these publicution t am sande 
ing you herewith, there are some interesting notes on various 
bamboos and citrus which my be well worth transleting roughly. 
You will also notice quite a few names of tropical plants 
but, not all of them are alive any more; the winter is some 
what too eool for the tender exotics, ‘the clim-te resembles 
that of nofSthern Florida quite mach , with just ‘ touch of 
Sentral California, Central Japan and northern New Zealand 
thrown in. 

on Yeburary 10 we went to the experimental station 


if i near Souchoun where we mw the various fruit trces that are 
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Gide 
being tested. Mr, Minemjage, the mnager, told us how much 
they are troubled with woolly aphis upon neorly all their 
apples and how no remedies avail much « gainet this American 
peat. They head found, however, that the “hite Calvill when 
grafted oh seedling Cang@il Sinape is not attacked at all, 
while on ordimry seedling stock it is abso st dup$shés) anon 
young. Their experiments are not wienirs, however, and this 
information Gaunnot be taken ag absolutely gure. “hen they 
have troubles with the stone fruits, peaches and apricots 
do not set well and most plwas get gui disease and especially 
so the Japanese. They often have very cold fogs in early 
spring, just at the time the trees ere blossoming and these 
fogs are apparently very harmi'ul. I suggested to develop 
their own fruits by sowing and hybridization and Mr. N. answered 
that they had come jo the same conclusion and were making 
al ready axperinente in that line. I obteine’ from this exe 
perimant atation 9 different vericties of pomegranates and 
5 varieties of pane luantine They would like to test anything 
we have to offer and are eupecially anxious to know whether 
the Kaiser Wilhelm apple and the raspberry apple are not prov 
ing to be with ue the game thing. The trees they have here of 
these varieties are growing to be more and more alike, although 
"Keiser Wilhelm" is subjected to woolly ebhis, while the rasp- 
berry apple ia not. Mr, Marcowies is also director of this 


station, go ali correspondence can go through hin, 
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In the afternoon of the same day we wont to a village 
Named Spesoffksa where a collector lives of packing moss, for 
which we were in need. We were eo unfortunate ag to strike a 
aml Gloudberst and vhile tramping along the roads the water 
and liquid mud simply oozed ont of our carments and once at 
home everything had to be washed out and strune up to dry and 
the mowe we didn't get after all, for the man never brought it 
the succeeding, or any other day. 


' On Friday, Pebruary 11, we visited soveral places 


| 
| 


in the vicinity of Souchowum Kale, like the beavtiful croundas 
of Mr. amt telat where an interesting collection of ormemental 
palms ig being kpet. It is situated in the foothille of the 
Caucasian Cosst Range and all plants that grow in argo 
California were to be seen here, too, like ‘eshingtonie filifora, 
W. robusta, ¥. Sonoral urythraee armete, He edulis, Thoentx in 
several species, Sobel in many species and hybrids, various 
Australdan aeacias and Yucelyptus, etc. miata. lemons and 
manésrins are doing very well there and IT got some cuttings 
of a good lemon which is said to be hardier then the ordinary 
varleticess 

EPs Koeshnier, the gardener, informed us thet he 
believes in manmuring even the so-called desert plants and he 
shoved us the difference in looks and in growth between 
opunt Les thet were manured snd those that were not and there 
was a decided eifference in fevor of the first. 


We also went to Villa Rykovitechnikoeff and saw some 
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splendid specimens there of Araucaria brasilicnsis, which does 
mach better in this climate here than the other Amaucarias, 
although A. Bidwillii aleo makes a fine show. Some fine Gali- 
fornian pines, like P, Jeffreyi » Pe Coulteri, were to be seen 

and a most impressive alley of Cupresaus sempervirens pyramids lis. 
I noticed a single specimen of Pinus bungeana, so we know now that 
this pine will stand the southern California climate. Then we 


went to the estates Sinape and Dioscouria, but the Yanger, Mr. 


_& Albrecht, was not to be found. 


The next day, Saturday, February 12, we experienced 
great difficulties in exchanging some American gold money that 
I had still with me, for my letter of credit was of no use in 
such & simall place like Souchoum Kale. I also went to the 
Botanical Gardens again and studied their bamboos. Thyllo- 
stachys mitis is by far the best here, tt they have set out a 
new plantation of Moso {Phy ® pubescens). their other bamboos 
you will see noticed in the three publicetions I am herewith 
sending you, but they are not as healthy as they could be except 
Thyllostachys henonis which is almost a weed already here and 
there in Souchoum, 

Sumlay, February 13 and Monday, 14, we spent in packing 
in samples of seeds and sendine them, ‘Waterproof paper was not 
to be hud in Souchoum and I had to keep cuttings and plants until 
I got to Batoum. 


On Fonday, February 15, I went again to Sinape where 


Mr. Albrecht showed me around and then we vroceeded to the 
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vineyards of Yr. Smitskoi an hour and a helf away. 

i got a nice lot of grapevine cubtings from Mri A, 3, 
Biskevius, the head gardener in charge, which cuttings will 
reach you probably before this letter. We noticed how nearly 
all of the native Caucasian grapevines have to be pruned with 
very long shoots as they do not bear otherwi se, We also . 
sampled a few of the native wines and found them to possess 
mach more tannin and coloring matter than most other wines. 

I am afraid the world at arge will select the somewhat 
lighter wines of France in preference to the very greater 
part of Caucasian winess 

It got too late that day to see the orchards of the 
Ratate Dioscouria, but the next day, February 16, we went there 
sgain and I got a lot of scions of pears and apples, Nos. 437, 
436, 439 and 440. We also were informed that the "Napoleon" 
apple is proving bo be resistent to woolly aphis at Dioscouria 
which discovery is considered to be very important in this 
section where whole orchards have to be cut out on account of 
being infested with this pest. 

Mr, &. Albrecht was very kind to me and gave me cuite 
a lot of information about native plents, He showed me in the 
greenhouses how they root such hard«toe-propagate conifers as 
Picea pungens, Picea excelsa, in the sami; how Sciadopitys 
verticillsta grows much faster grafted on roots of Cunninghamia 


ginensis, than on ite own roots; how the evergreen Ligustrum 


-dyeidum proves to be » fine stock for standerd lilacs in the 
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, mildewintered sections of Russia, but how much the people in 


the north complain of their lllacs being killed by frosts how 


oO ”ll—=E 


the wellsknown rose (Rosa multiflora) is proving the best 
grafting stock for roses to be used for forcing purposes: 

Then, I was told that apples succeed well in the wamand wet 
sections of the Caucasus when grafted on the medlar (Mespilus 
germanica). I gave Mr. Albrecht your name emi address and he 

| will send you seeds of n-tive plants and bulbs of mative lilies. 
He will also try to obtain for us from the northern part of the 
Caucasus some good native cherries and apples, Prom us he wishes 
hardéer citrus fruits, pecan nutea, such varieties of cotton and 
| of corn as succeed well in our southern ststes. Also some 
sorghums from the south. ‘Then some seeds of California ever- 

. greens, like Umbellularia californica, Arbutus menziesi, 


Castanopsis chrysophylla, also some sedds of Romneya coulteri. 





Since he gave me scions of pears and apples and was influential 
in obtaining these grape cuttings, I suggest to send him a 
small bag with various seeds by registered sample post. Core 
respondence Russian or German. I am sending you herewith the 
catalogue the Estate Sinape is publishing and which I wish 
you would keep on file. ‘There are many bamboos listed in it. 

Well, my experiences while visiting the tea and 
banboo plantations in Chokve will come in another letter, 

With best of greetings, also to the office force, 
Tam, Sirf 

Respectfully yours, 
FRANK N. MEYER. 
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917, 
Tiflis, Caucasus, Russia, 
Warch 3, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

My last letter I belidve ended with February 17, how 
I intended to leave Souchoum and that I took = steamer in the 
evening of that day for Betou. Well, the next day, February 
18, we landed in that city, while the rain poured down and 
everything looked as gloomy and deserted as could be. I mw 
our Consul, Mr. Alexander Heingartner and received a large 
stack of mifl from all quarters of the world. 

Qn February 19, 20, 21 and 22 the rain simply con 
timed pouring down all the time. ‘ie packed in, however, 
outtings and seeds and pasted the maps from Turkestan on 
eloth and so the time wasn't altogether lost, aléheess we 
could have spent it better by having collected ont in the 
country. 

On Wednesday, Feberuary 23, and 24, we went to 
Chakva by railroad, about 14 miles from Batown. The first day 
we found the director of the tea and bamboo. plantations, lr. 
Petroff, not at home ant Mr. Ke Re Reck, the practical manager 
of the plankations hed to go to town until evening so we went 
around partly with the assistance of a Chinaman from Canton, 
Mr. Low, who has charge of the tea mamfacture, partly by 
ourselves. We sew how the virgin forest in the ‘mountains is 
being cut and how the tea plantations are being extended from 
year to year until beginning 15 years ago with a few desertines, 


now they have nearly 300 desertinms and they wll probably make 
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it in the near future several thousands of desertiness; for 
the tea produced is of an excellent quality and finds a 
ready sale. 

In the evening of veleuens 23 we had long talks with 
Mr. Reck about tea, bamboo and mandarin culture, which are the 
three main cultures of the Imperial Seenine Chakva. The next 
Gay we went around and saw various things under his guidance. 

There are some striking things to be seen there in 
Chakva and Mr, Retk has inaugurated quite some ideas of his 
Owns Por instance. ‘the virgin forest, composed mostly of 
beech (Fagus orientalis) pa Carpinus betulus, is Cleared by 
Gontract labor, All the dense undergrowth is grubbed out and 
burned; the heavy wod, however, is cut up and used for fuel, 
to be used in the tea factory. 

The tea seeds are selected from the best strains of 
tea and ave planted in the autumn right on the spot where they 
want thelr tea bushes. Mr. Neck plants from 5«8 seeds in a 
circle, about a foot in diameter and says that by having several 
bushes come out of the ground simultaneously and by not transe 
Planting the plants, he is able to pick tea from 2-5 years 
earlier and obtains straightaway a much larger yéeld by thie 
method than by the old methods of transplenting only 1 plant 
to each hill. 

He prunes his bushes rather severely in carly spring, 
Petruary or early Warch) and by cutting beck severely, he 
obtains a dill new growth which produces an excellent 


quality of tea and much of it. He pickes his bushes 4 times 
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per year, that is one time more than is done any where else. 
He says he knows his bushes won't live as long as those pepe 
a milder treatment, but he says it is better to obtain heavy 
ylelds from a short-lived plantstion and haye good quality 
besides, than to obtain poor hargests of medium quality from 
long-living plantations. In these ideas he is strikingly 


American and I couldn't help from complimenting him upon his 


original ideas which he is developing there all by himself, 


They cultivate a few varieties of tea like Gengra, Chins, a 
locally developed variety and some minor gorts. lr. Reck is 
of the opinion that after oll, tea varieties amount to wry 
Little when transplanted to a new locality, for tea accuires 
ite flavor from its locaity and not by being of fixed habits 
under all sorts of cultural conditions, He found that the 
teas of Central and touth Central China were the very best 
for this section around Batoum, Japanese tea is inferior in 
flavor and in production and Ceylon and India teas freeze 
back in the cool winters. He believes, however, in selection 
just the same and says they are selecting certain strains already 
in Chakva which are more productive and less resistant to 
attacke of diseases, 

I got sone interesting figures concerning prices of 
Labor and of tea, The ordinary field labor is pald by the day, 
under supervision, however, of foreman when at work. The rough 
ordinary help receives but 60 xopeccs per day, but the more 


skilleil ones from 90 Mopecks to 120 rouble, this last amount, 
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however, is only paid to these who jack, weigh and assort tea. 

Mr. Reck says that children sre the best tea pickers. 
They do not tramp the soil down like adults, they ao not damage 
the bushes as much and they pit far more than srown ups, seme- 
times even 3 times more. He hag pickers that collect 25 lbs of 
tea per day which is unususlly much. 

A desertine of tea produces about 1200 “ussian pounds 
of dry tea per year which is worth roughly 1200 roubles. Labor 
of picking, of pruning, of drying, curing, pecking, ete. is 
about 900 roubles so there remains a clear profit of about 300 
roubles per desertine. The prices of tea very from 64 Kopecks 
per pound to 18 Noubles, but the ordinary tea ie sold at 1.20 
to 1.80 per pound. 

I tasted tea of several quelities ond must say thet 
they po@sess a fine flavor, they are between the Chinese and 
the lighter Ceylon ene in flavor and color. 

The drying and curing of the tea is like it is done 
in India and Ceylon and “ngliah machinery is used end very little 
new can be said sbout that. The summer temperatures are high in 
the Caucasus and the tea is mostly dried by being placed an 
Cloth trays underneath an iron roof ani temper:tures are said 
to be ¢itie there in summer, 

A novelty I observed in those tea plantations at Chakva » 
was the planting of shade trees between the tea bushes and they 
use here the Albizgzia julibrissin, being planted at distances of 
from 20 to 25 feet apart in sll directions. Fr. Reck says thet 
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they are very beneficial to the tea plantations, making the | 
leaves larger and darker green and best of all yet, prolon:- 
ing the season of picking, embling them to postpone picking 
for a couple of days while on the non~shaded plantationa the 
loss of one day means a reduction in quality. In my own 
wanderings in China or Japan I never saw shade trees in tea 
Plantations, save an secasional cymnocLadus chinensis, bul then 


I haven't been in the best diatricts of either one of thease 


. Countries and do not know whether Mr. Reck’s idea is new or not. 


These tea plantations at Chakva are situated on very 


. volling land and the soil is of a reddish-clayey neture, very 


fertile apparently and resembling very much the soil in the 
mountainous districts in Central Chine. However, 14 washes 
away here and there and to prevent this dense clumps of Cryp- 
tomeria japonice. are planted, as elo se togehher as possible and 
it is strange to see how these treea crow healthy and well, even 
at distances of only 2+ 3 feet apart. 

In conclusion I my my that certain sections of the 
Caucasus have a very bright prospect for the oduetion of & 
good quality of tea and that in case the price of native labor, 
which ia mostly non-Russian, doesn't sear too high, tea will be 
a profitable crop, especially so to the small farmer with a 
large pease yi In how far the American farmer can profit from 
the experiences at Chakva is « big iaetin, Certain sections 
of the South Atlantic coast euytataly are able to produce 4 


good tea, but whether the price of labor isn't prohibitive, 
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ig another question for to produce good cualiti mn of tea, the 
picking apparently seems to hnve to be done by hand. 
Tm a next letter my observetions on the bamboo cul- 
tures at Chakva. | 


With best of greetings also to those in our office, 


T am 
Yours respectfully, 
PRANK H, MSYSR, 
Po Se Perhaps Drs Chas, Us Shepard at Summerville, ™. ¢. 


would be interested in the informt fon I am giving herewith. 


Tiflis, “awasus, Russia, 
Wareh 3, 1910; 
Dear Mr, Mairehild; 

A few hours ago I sent you a letter about the tea 
plantations in Chakva ani now I will come to the bamboo cule 
tures there which are perhaps even more interesting to us than 
the tea. 

Firstly, these bamboos here in Chakva were intro= 

duced by Yr. J, W, Kiingen, superintendent of the Tmperial 
Dome ins in the Caucasus, he travelled with seversl assistants 
in India, China and Japan for ea few years, 7 was informed, 
and brought beck various bamboos, tea and some minor plants, 
The total cost of this expedition has been 72,000 roubles as 
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I was informed there in Chakva. Th ay consider it, of course, a 
pretty steep amount, but it is fully worth the money, howe ver’, 
fora few mew industries have been established here in the 
Caucasus. 

The climate there in Chakva isa mixture of many 
Climates; Central China, Central Japan, Central California, 
Worth Florida, and North Mew Zealnad have all contributed to 
ites peculiar atmosphere. ‘The summer, for instance, is long 
and hot, with quite some humidity, the spring is nice and warm 
with vais and sunshine intermixed, the autumi is long, warm 
and dry and the so~cal led winter short and rather wet. 

Now about the bamboos here. ‘The four main sorts are 
Yoo {Phyllostechys pubescens), Japanese Nadeke (Ph. quillioi), 
Chinese Madake (Ph, sp.) and the bh&ck bamboo (Ph. nigra). These 
| four are cultivated for théér lumber which of the last three is 
mainly used in furniture manufacture, while Moso furnishes poles 
for military purposes, like for field gelegraphs, for fi ala 
Ne pet ea ete. The demand for these poles is very much 
greater than the supply. "hey cultivate, however, algo other 
species of bamboos like Arundinaria Simoni, Arundinaria japonica, 
Bambusa, gracilis, Be quadranguls } ris, B, striata argentea, Be 


verticillata, Phyllostachys aurea, Ph, ruscifolia, th. vividi- 
glaucescens and several that haven't been identified os yet. 


A few of those are also sparingly used in furniture making, 
vut Mr, % 3B, Rechk, the manager and of whom I wrote in ay | 


heretofore mentioned letter, says that they are not worth 


“yee 
a soiuill'ad* $1 We fide hd” Cina ae A asia aA 
, tov owed eyonon die He iia a #t tud \tusoms Geote wierd 
* qd a! Sued Baduiidades Mood ved sobeesubat won wet s tet 
seer aay sturablad 
yom te oruitxim a dt wekedd Wt’ oxen ovaniio edt 
,SiaretiiaS Lavtee) ~raqet Lottaed ,antdd Lestmed yaotantlo 


od hetediutna Lia evel hetlae® wet dévck bas ,eblsoft diac 


gacl ef oonatec? tot (seams ast? eae zalineq att 
wise fan ooks ot ‘polaga odt “petth ini cmos 6: étlup’ ‘Hite tod’ bis 
"ae" 8d. ies 


‘mene + gael ei feats ea *“bexiaretit # eae’ 





stow soiltex dis tYods retahr tel iso-oe od? Bas xh fats 
ote otuce sian uct oa? seted eoadmed oft dvoda wolf | 





eldetiftvy a) ‘esiabslt evstiagal 4{ , | 
seedy, s(sigin oi) ogtimed doddd oft bue (.qe dt) oainb all enon ind 


et condi tank, ad? 20 doldw tedmul 2660¢ xt bedevil} ive ere aver 
aolog sede tivasy? eeel olide somtosinnsm esutiqww? gt bees, ~lat on | 


bie it toh yetiosyatom biedl aot oaks epancaiag, weed tte 20% 


_, dome yaev.et ae leq geedt tet framed off pte spomodgotod 


sedte ocala ,tevewod yotevit lap ont. Vga oct. wade teteory 
So tog Susie _ dead? ae uke aootmad te anda 








_ stoy, 8a Box tttas t seh fae teat pane ‘ 


onbaias outdo" at Boos vininage gofo 919 oust dows 





Wa al oom I, apy to bao’ ood ct atipai tet 


, AE TON, tomate out teat shee tettot fe 





1 La ’ 
¥ % he 
by ay cJ ! 4 Xs 
tie 1) ee wi 


alg 


924, 
the space they occupy and he sticks mainly to the four first 
mentioned sorts, ‘This may be so in Chakva, but I was informed 
here in Tiflis, that Phyllostachys aurea is a very good species 
here and in other localities where it ig not so warm ag in 
Chakvae It has successfully withstood a temperature of 23° 
Celsius (which is close to 10° below Pahr.) according to Mr. 
Se Be Timofeen, the Government Agronomisat here in Mflis. 
Phyllostachys mitis and ?, Wuilliol are also aaid to have stood 
unhurt such a low temporsture. 

How to come back to the bamboos at Chakva, Phylles 
stachys pubescens (mose) thrives best of véry heavy reddish clayey 
soil on hillsides. It takes & long time to be established and is 
not so productive as the Japanese Madaie, (Zh, guéllioi) but 
| | shgobdasbsed pole produces 12 roubles worth of flower vases, 
| which are very popular just now and in case the market should 
become glutted with such vases and they are not sebling any 
longer, then the military authorities are willing to teke any 
quantity of them for field poles and in case that source of 
offset should fail, then house builders all over Russia are in 
noed of light and strong scaffolding material. Right now they 
could dispose of very large quantities in Tiflis. of live 
plants too, they have much demands and they charge 15 roubles for 
one rooted shoot. One trouble with Iso is that on account of 
ite weight and largeness, the labor of cutting and transporting 


i mch more expensive than with other bamboos. 
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Phyldostachys uiliioi, (Japanese Madake). ‘thie very 
useful bamboo does not need as good a soil as Moso, thrives on 
level, less sheltered places fully as well as on sloping, pro- 
tected sites and is very productive, Mr. Rech prefers it for 
@ll around usefulness, to any other bamboo. The stems grow to 
be 60 to 60 feet long and taper only ver little. When the wood 
isn’t too hard yet, ais of 2 or 3 year old poles, it is used 
for furniture making. Hes it become, however, quite hard, as 
ina 6 or 7 year old Gane, then it is most excellent for water 
pipes and Br. Rech has water pipes underground thet have been 
there now for seven yours and do mot show any sign of deterilora- 
tion, ‘these pipes are from 10 to 15 meters long and there is 
& Large demand for them locally at 6 kopesks per moter, as they 
are mach cheaper than iron pipes. 

| Phyllostachys sp. (Chinese Miadake) (perhaps In. mitis) 
requires about the same conditions as the Japenese madake. It 
erows rather slender and suffers somewhat from being blown over, 
when the soil is wet or on light sotl ground, [t+ is mainly 
used in furniture making and for fishing rode, 

Phyllostachys nigra, (the black bamboo) is of sm lier 
growth than the preceding sorts, It is not very oxacting as to 
soil and locality, but seems to prefer a black moist earth and a 
somewhat sheltered place to do best, ft is used exclusively 
in the ligher furniture mnufacture, like light tables, Little 
cupboards, picture frames, ornamentel baskets, ete, 1% is also 


much beloved for souvenir walking canes. 
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Altogether there are now about 30 desertines of land 
devoted to the culture of bamboos there in Chakva and it is far 
too little to allow them to work all the time, The furniture 
made from baniboo is very popular and sells at good prices. I 
asked for a solid rocker chair and was informed it selis for 


12 rovbles, As the prices of furniture and especially of sr- 


a 


tistic furniture are rather high in Pussis, these prices are 


ee = 


not st all considered steep. 

Now about a novelty I observed there in Chakve in 
comnection with the utlisation of bamboo ae on furniture msterial. 
Wr. Rech found out Ne had to treat his bamboo stame with steam 
to prevent them from cracking, after they had been made inte 
furniture; he had a steam engine ordered that supplies steam 
to three iron oyliniers, that are respectively 12, 9 and 6 meters 
long, while they are sbout lg foot in diameter. ‘The stems are 
pushed into these eyginders until they «re quite full, the doors 
are Glosed then with bolts ami steam of 3; atmospheric pressure 
ia being applied then for about an hour. Thin canes need less 
time and. heavy ones mores ‘Then these bamboo stems have been 
sufficiently long in the cylinders they are teken out when warm 
yet, are wiped off with a wet rag to take the oticky coet off, 
that they have sweated out and are allowed to cool off after 
\which they are iaid on racks in an airy barn whore the winds 
have free access, but where the sun does mot shine. The stens, 
after thay become dry, have # slightly bromm-green look, which 


is, however, an improvement upon the otherwise srass-green color, 
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927. 
which the young stems, cspecially, have. Mr. Rech says that the 
‘stenting process len't culte satisfactory as yet for there are 
still & Munber of stems that crack after they heve éried. He 
asked me how they prevented this craccing in China and Japan. 
Well, the Chinese simply waterlog their bamboos for several 
months, but even then one sees cracked basboos once in avhile. 
I suggested to try mre steam, that is, a higher pressure, or 
to give them a heated oll bath, which last method Dutch carpen- 
ters use in making utensils from the strone but easily cracked 
deeohwood, 

7 %o bend the galler pieces of bamboo for furniture 
and decorative fenoe mking, they first fill the to~be bended 
goint with dried anna ond then apply the flame of a plunber's 
lamp to it, bending it while heating and when done carefully, 
few pieces bresk uncer this rather novel process, You can see 
by the photoes enclosed that although the bends are not abrupt, 
etill one would not expect hollow bamboo to allow itself to be 
turned like, 8$r instance, in these bedstead front and back 
pieces on the large photo. 

As to the cost of steaming bumboo poles, Mr. “ech 
says it ien't more than 1) kopeck per cane, large and small 
ones all included. I presume it ia a little bit mre when one 
counts the outlay om machinery, which I hardly think M. Rech 
ingluded. | 

Well, altogether I am very pleased I mw these bam 

| beo experiments there in Chakve. It shows thet the white race 
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too is able to do something with these most useful, but strange 
to say, so longly neglected giant reeds. As a mterial to make 
childremroom furniture from, it simply cannot be excelled, 
Tt is light, yet strong and even, if children fll with various 
pieces, they won't hurt themselves, nor break the furniture and 
it is artistically looking and essily cleaned, ‘Then the labor 
of cultivating and cariggn for the bamboo is not a hard one and 
the utilization of the matePial in furniture mamfacture basket 
mking, and for other purposes doesn't call forth a great amount 
of physical strength or of sostly implements and can be done 
even by people at home as a side ocoupation and bring in cuite 
some welcome cash. I hope to see the time yet that there are 
some large areas in our southern states devoted to these so use~ 
ful plants and that we have a feeling then that our labors in 
describing and introducing these various bamboos were not alto- 
gether wasted. when I use the word we, I mean of course you, 
Mr. Fairchild, and those of ug who aleo assisted somewhat in 
trying to make bamboo culture a real success in America. 


Well, with beet of wishes, also to all in the office, 


Respectfully yours, 


PRANK MN, MYER. 
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| 
| Fiflis, Caucasus, 
Ruesia, 
Wareh 4, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Yeirchild: | 
| Yesterday I sent you by Russian registered sample 
| poat 7 packages mumbered 462-468 (inclusive) containing ac ions 
| or budwood of apples and cherries, Today I am sending you 
| agein one package by Rugsian parcel post mambered 459-471 and 
containing cuttings or scions of some fine varictics of grepes. 

We are having no end of trouble with the Russian 
post office authorities, who insivt upon all Einds of abag~ 
lutely unne¢essary formalities, The farther Usast we are travel- 
Ling the worse it seems to get with those people. A registered 
sample is rather exsily accepted, but a parcel, my, it has to 
be tied with an unbroxen string, from 6 to 15 senig have to be 
affixed, from 6 to 6 papers have to be Tilled owt for each 
pareel and then we here to plaige ourselves by signature, thet 
in case farther Glisims are made upon us we will pey such e¢laims, 
I suppose in Turkestan they won't accept percels at all any 
more, just like when I was in Herbin where they wouldn't accept 
any parcels to Yoreign countries st ell. 

The ignorance of the post office people is eimply 
terrible, America seems to be considered less civilised than 
New Guinea, In China one knows one cannot hope for too much 
in the line of postel facilities, but here im Iussia aso-calied 
white mn's country, well, it is simply astonishing! 
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I anciose the inventory notes belonging to these 
aforementioned shipments in duplicate. I put as much on them 
ae I was able te find out. All the numbers with the exception 
of 470 which is a grape from the Crimean are mative to the 
Caucasus and there my be a few good things among them, Nos. 
462, 463 and 464 are apples froma native Mingrelien orchard. 
We were allowed to take a stmll quantity only, thet is the 
reason there are 89 few scions, | 

Nos. 465, 466, 467 and 466 are real mative cherries 
and aa I am here in the vicinity of the reputed home of the 
cherry (namely in Keragont, Asia Minor) it may be that we will 

| find some good things among them, ‘the grapes, ies. 449, 470 and 
| 471 are good varieties of table grapes. I wonder whether Mo. 

| 469, “Dondrelabi™ will weally turn out ¢o be "Gros Colmant de 

| Caucase” ag the Russians claim it is. In ease that ise so, 

} more Ceucasian grapes have a future as hot house grapes and 
ought to be tested, 

Well, that is about all this time. I am having eome 
aifficulties here with the interpreter whose energy seems to 
be on the Collapse; then the passport of the assistant, a real 
gardener he is, is running out and troubles are expected; and 
jast but not least, good thotographers here in Russia are as 
acaree as white ravens and they ruin films or work entrusted 
to them. This ie «a difficult lend and I wonder not any longer 
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why travellers shun it like the plague. ‘the people themselves 
are ignorant, but good natured as a whole, but conditions are 
With best of greetings to you all, Tf am 
Youre respectfully, 
PRANK MH. MEYER. 
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Mflis, Caucasus, Russia, 
Wareh 9, 1910, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild; | 
Yesterday I sent you by registered Russian sample 
post 3 small bags mombered 472, 473, 474 and containing some 
rooted young trees of a wild almond, a wild cherry ami bulds 
of a Colchicum, J enclose herewith the invenbory cards in 
duplicate and suggest that in case the mterial reaches you 
in good shape, to have te forwarded to Chico, where the plant 
in all probabilitiy willfeel mre at home than in Weshington. 
| T amvinging lots of difficulties here with the 
interpreter; there are s¢ mny languages here in the Caucasus 
that one is simply lost. Ina next letter more. {I remin 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N. MEYER. 
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982, 
Tiflis, Caucasus, Russia, 
March 9, 1910. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild; 
shnvet te Iam sending you ag registered printed 
matter, the catalogue which te being published by the Imperial 
Domsing at Chakva near BSatoum. You will find in it aulte a 
list of bamboos and other interesting plants; T didn't myself 
see all the plants mentioned in this eataloeue as the domings 
are aia spread out and one would heve to stay a week to see 
alle 
There are & few interesting things, however, on which 
T want to come back. Yor instance, they have found ont ete 
in Betoum and vicinity that the cast-off, or rather pulled-off, 
leaves of Dracaena or Cordyline indivies constitute an excellent 
tying material and there is a growing demand for it. “he dry 
leaves sell on the soot for 1.50 roubles per pood. These dry 
leaves oan be kept on a dry siry clace fore number of years 
without spoiling. When needed, they sre wetted and can be 
split in several strips; with these strips grape vines can be 
tied to trellises ani good cunlity of this fracaenae~-this tying 
material last from 2 to 3 years out in the open, while willows 
or Puerarla thunber ane “ine Only last one yeor., Can we use 
this information in Gelifornia, where the Drecsens palm, as it 
is gallei, grows plentifully in so many towns. Could you kindly 


bring this news , if it is news, to Prof. Husmann's attention. 
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935. 
Then you may gee in the catalogue some Russianized 


Japanese nates of mandarins, ‘They are going in for mandarin 
culture very strongly there along the Black Sea coast of the 
Caucasus. They found out that Italian varieties of mandarins 
are absolutely worthless for their regions as they are lete 

in ripening (February and Mareh) and then get caught end 
spoiled by frosts, but that Central Chinese and Japanese 
yarieties are ready to be taken from the trees in Noverber 

and Decerber and esdape being hurt. The variety Unshu-)iken 

is especially popular here. [It seems closely reinted to the 
Satsume grange in general habits awl hardiness, They greft 

“il their mandsrins and oranges on trifsoliata stock and there 
isn't enough of the last here go they import even seeds from 
Roehmer & Co. at Yokohama at pretty etiff vrices, One hears 
tarvellous tales of the amount of money there is in these 
Mandarins. ‘They say from 10@ +o 3000 roubles profit per 
denertinel?  But-~30 years ago they had such a cold svell along 
the Black Sea that big specimens of Ounninghamia sinensis froze 
&o the ground and it is said that in historical times onee the 
Bleck tea was oven frosen over so they are living really on a 
sleeping volcano with their subtropical cultures. Man, However, 
is naturally optimistic and his memory but short and people live 
and act as if calamities had never occurred. IT sdvised the 
people to bank wp their grafted citrus stock every fall ao as 
to be sure that in case a real herd freeue occurred they wouldn't 


i lose the whole thing and « few men were very glad to zet my 
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suggestions. they had never thought of it before. ‘The Kumquat 
citrus japonica, is also becoming « favorite these last years. 
A few years ago Mr. Reck could herdly dispose of them at 2.4 
roubles per pood, while now he gets 10 roubles for the same 
quantity. Preserved loquats tell at 1 rouble and over per 
pound in St. Petersburg and moscow ani are considered a real 
aQninty delicacy. 

Jn the Chakva catalogue there is also written than 
SLeocacca cordate planks sell at 25 and 4 kKopecks per piece. 
Well, they have planted an avenue of this Aleuritis here and 
they aay the trees are very handeone in early enmmeay when in 
bloom. They haven't begun as yet to utlise the mats, but they 
intend to do ao for they yield 60-65% oil as they had found out, 

Starhyles colchica is noted as ® shrub of which the 
flowers and flower stalks can be pickled. Tf spoke about these 
things with some people here in Tiflis and they say that the 
taste is all right. : 


Pueraria Thunbergiana is recommended as 6 fodder 





plant for cattle and horses and as a cover for embankments and 
waste lands. 

Uleze europacus is moh planted as a hedge, wt--it 
is a very bad plant for that. ft needs 8 wire to keep it from 
falling over. Tt is not even growing and in dry weather it 
easily burns wp. Citrus trifolista was found to be the best 
hedge mterial but it is far too searce at the present to be 


used for that purpose, ‘thuya orientalis is also a good hedge 





for inside divisions, away from the main roads, as it is neither 
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935. 
spiny nor strong enough to keep intruders away. 

Bigoworthia papyrifers. ¥ith this plant they had 
experimented and had even Japanese expert paper makers in 
Chakva a few years ago. They managed to produce a cood paper 
but the expenses betame too high and they discarded the experi- 
rents and gent the Japs home agsin. 

Fhormium tenex, TM proves to be too expensive to 
extract the fibre end the plants are only kert now as curiosities. 
Siahiawtn ‘wives comes under the same heading as the former. 

with campher trees, “hus vernicifera aud Chameerops 
excel 90, experiments aro still mde. Phe eve in hopes to pro- 
duce commercinl lacquer from the Rhuss the fibre from the 
Chamaeraps they hope to utilise in mattresees and cordege. 

Of Diospyros Naki several varieties ere being grown, 
ell Japanese, the cimplaint is thet the people don't buy the 
fruit and it rote on the ground for lack of purchasers. 

That is about all about the interesting estate Chakva, 
where I spent a few valuable hourg. Mr. Peck will be pleased 
to obtain from us the name of a book on the mamufecture of 

Scecuene if possidle, in the German lenguage, es he does not 
read Mylish. Then thoy would like to obtein from us a few 
sample packages of Japatiese millet (Panicum ove-gs1ii) else 
of wome good strains of ordinary millet (Setarie ttaliesa) and 
o few tubers of the aweet potato. I trust tt won't be very 
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936. 
difficult or expensive to send him these things, will it? 
Well, I close with kind regards, also to all in 
the office, | 
Respectfully yours, 
PRANK WN, EER 


Tiflis, Caucasus, Russia, 
March 10, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Yairchil& 
| foday it le the third day “we are having rain here 

and although I have quite some running about to do here in 
this city and vicinity, I better stay indsors and answer the 
many letters that I have been receiving of late@e 

Letter of December 7, 1909, telling me the very 
Pleasant and interesting news thet Mr» Hale of Georgian Peach es 
fame has decided to plant ont 10 acres of Ta mo van persimmons. 
Yes, I knew somebody would sponex or later got interested in 
that fellow;, I do hope they will turn out to be a real si ecese 
in Georgia. 

,I aleo see your interesting item about the chickpea 
and it moxing a good bread. Well, who would have thought that. 
I have eaten in Mexico sometimes Garbanzoa baked entire in 
special Little loaves and idee loaves baked from green pea flour, 

‘but to my knowledge I didn't taste chickpes bread as yet. I 
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. 937, 
have made extensive enquiries these last times about good 
varieties of chickpeas in Russia, but there don't seem to be 
many. Here in the Caucasus we have only come across one 
variety as yet. We heard, however, in Batounm that there 
exists @ very large one in Constantinople; perhaps you might 
try to get that through the Mmbassy there or through the 
Consul. ‘The native races of the Caucasus use the chickpea 
but sparingly apparently, but the Persians, Turke, Armenians, 
who are oll represented here by large colonies eat them quite 
much in soupe and with meat stews. My assistant, who haile 
from Gouthwestern Russia anys thet they make a very fine puree 
soup from the chickpea which tastes much better than the ones 
made from peas or lentils. Ee also isn't accusinted with more 
than one variety. ve will keep, however, these matters in 
mind and be on the look out. 

Iam very glad to hear that ir. Saronsohn has suc« 
ceeded in getting such a nice lot of money for his experiment 
station in Palestine. He may be of great value to us as @ 
cooperator, although no doubt he will obtain much more from us, 
than we will be able to get from his country. 

Letter of December 17, 1909, about dirficulties in 
getting permite, ete. in Rugsia. Yes, & strange country this 


is. frivately the people are extremely Kind, but officially, 


well, I better be silent until some other tine. 


Letter of December 24, 1909, about the collecting of 


herbarium material so as to be able to study new place effect. 
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936, 
Yes, Iwill try to do so. I am awaiting the description of 
the simple apparatus as used by Prof. Xellerman in Ohio. In 
this time of the year there is, of course, very little to 
collect except a few evergreens, later om the work will coi, 
however’. : 

About more and better photes, yes, a good idea, I 
only with you could just have a try here in Pusesia. ‘They abe 
the poorest lot of photographers here in this land that I ever 
Came ACTOS. | They can't develop films even well. An ideal 
thing would be to have a professional photographer along with 
one who simply cerried = complete outfit. ‘“ileon's photos, 
— I wrote you shout them. He got the best possible assise 
tance froma friend of his in Kew who is himself more or lass 
of a mturalist and takes officiel plant photos et Kew Gardens. 
Wilson, however, Kept his plates unieveloped for 2 years and 
therewith simply trusted to his good luck. In 9 cases out of 
10 they would have been rained ani who knows really how pany 
were ruined; Wilson always did things om a rather large scale 
and doesn’t gay much about deteile, Im cage the best of my 
Chinese pictures were enlarged and mounted like “ilsons, they 
would make similar impressions, I may say that the short focus 
lens which was fitted to my ordinary camera is not doing first 
class worl out in the open; for indoor work or under conditions 
with very much reduced light it 1s far better. ‘Ny new camera 
is being tried, we don't know yet how it acts, but it is a good 
oe one and I an getting acquainted with ite qualities. About 
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photos taken in France or Germany bearing on the nursery 
business, yes I took about a dozen, but the little camera 7 
(Primoet) could not do good work im the dark weather that 
ft expertenced sp mach in "urope nearly all the time I vas 
there, One had to sive time expo sures and I wasn't equipped 
for that while going around with only a sultense. I wonder 
how you managed itsScotland with sugh a cimiler apparatus. 
One really has to-live for some time in # country to gat 
agquainted with the peculliar$fies of its climate, light, etc., 
to he able to take first ¢4aos photos, 

Uy best congratulations to Dr. Yoods and lr. G 
Herold Powell. My, opportunities come fast these last times! 

Letters of December 24, 1909, and of January 7, 1910, 
with cards enclosed of the Boone College at Yuchang and of 
Yr. and Yrs, John Berkin of Muling, Chima. Yes, when in China 
again, I will try and see the parties mentioned. | 

Then, I see your remarkea about preparing the land in 
Brooksville for the bamboos and the shipping of this bulky ! 
stuff, I wish I could do something too in that work. It is 
really more agreeable to plant something than to ship things 
off, often never +o see them again] About Mr, Lehaie, yes, 
in case he cannot reside im America, then, of course, he cannot 
be employed, but let us keep in touch with him, for he is one 


of the only specialists on bamboos on this globe of ours. 
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then, you are trying to get Mire Schults to take up 
the Florida work. Well, it really is a shame that the so 
promising tropical work om the Camel Zone had to be abandoned! 
In case I me Mr. Schulte and I was really deeply interested 
in purely tropical cultwres, I would resign from the Depart- 
ment and try to find employment with some private parties in 
the Canal vegion. [It is really ridiculous that where so much 
good money is wasted upon useless things, that an experimental 
Station in such 2 peonieane region cannot be maintained, 

I sea your note about no increase of salary being 
nade to _ one on the lump fund and you «sk me my opinion 
about this decision for so far as 14 affects me, Well, of 
course, I consider it rather strange; the mre as I was twice 
Slated for a promotion and many new men have been sppointed 
of late at higher teleries than mine; elao since I twice re~ 
fused a position in China at a very much higher salary; the 
last pesition which the Vieeroy of Manchuria tended me through 
the American Consul at Makden wis for $5,500 per annum with 
$4500 per anmam travelling allowances; for a period of three 
three years. Then I consider that where Mr. Hills received 
$1400 per annuum and Professor Hansen $2000, although neither 
of them did the reel herd work I have been doing, that my pay 
| really ia not too high; for, exploration work, though appeal- 
ing to the newspaper reporter and the public at large, really 
consumes a whole lot of one's surplus vitality and gives one 


relatively little comfort or the pleasures that men have who 
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live in a more cultured surrowidings. I know in case I get a 


a —e es .6h[wMmhUhrT.!hCUmDD 


promotion, my daily allowance will have to be reduced and I 


will have to get hotel and inn bills again, but of course, we 


Qo ae S- eee 


will have a few words yet about that item when it is that far, 
Letter of January 40, 1910, in which you express your 
sympathy for the many delays to which I have been subjected. 
| Vy deep thanks to you for these words} I veally do not know 
why the Russian Government acted the way she did and I wish 
you would in some way or ancther let the Hussian Ambasegador 
feel. that such things are not in the interest of Russian pres- 
tig “e abroad. The real reasons for these delays are most probe 
| | ebly the laziness, corruptness and incompetence of the officials 
| vho have these permit matters in hand. Then another matter is 
that reletions between our Uebassy and the Russian Government 
are yerheps not as intimate as they could be, the personnel of 
the Bxbessy being, with one exception, quite new to the Russian 
¢apital. ‘Then they say, that is, several men who kyow, that I 
ought to have given some smaller and larger notes to those with 
-whom I had to deal. Well, I consider that such a low method in 
deuling with a white race that I never attempted that and anyway 
I had given the matter in the hands of the libassy and could not 
very well go around privately. ‘The idea given you by Mr, Reichard 
and Mr. Asronsohn that my reme is a Jewish name and that for that 
‘reason tT had difficulties is bosh} Meyer ic an old German and 
Dutch name and means agriculturist end is today still used in 


these countries in the word “Meyery” which is a dairy farm, 
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94% 
Besides, I had obtained a elgned certificate that 1 was of the 
protestant faith, so this Jewish name idea can miely be dis« 
carded. I enclose herewith two letters of which I got hold. 
The one about paseport regulations I got from our Consul in 
Batoum, Mr. Alex. Heingertner and in this letter it is expressly 
stated how one should go about in trying to visit Imssian 
Central Asia and the sther letter is only one of the many I 
got telling me to use bribery t facilitate matters, You may 
Geatroy the last one, but the first I wuld lice te see fibéed, 
for information of those who may go agein to Pussia and ite 
dependencies. Iam not in Turkestan as yet and Heaven knows 
what troubles thexve will avise yot. | will keep you informed, 
however, aven if it takes a long time for mall to reach one, 

I saw the 2.35. that Messrs, Pinchot, "Trice & chew 
have been removed and perused also the newspaper clipping you 
gent. i em alwys very Pleaged to hear a bit of news like that 
for here in this dark land American news is as scarce 8 snow 


’ im midsummer, I have been wondering since, how the publieé hes 


7 i. 


taken these matters, Is the love for the President on the 


7 


increase? I just wonder! 

Letters of Jumary ll, 1910, announcing the rece ipt 
of my letters of December 25 and 24 with various clippings 
enclosed. 

Letter of Janvary 12, 1910. About Mr. Sehulte’s 
appointment in our office and in charge of the Florida work, 
Well, I had not seen this letter, otherwise I wouldn't have 
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Made these remarks on page 5, All I cun do now is to congrat~ 


ulate you ageing you are a lucky man, Mr. Fairchild, lucky in 


_meny wyst Of M, Lehaie's wishes and desires I can say little 
) now; yes tow he would have been too high priced for our baziboo 
| gergen in Brooksville; Later on he will probably come to terms 
and then we need him in earnest satiate You saw my notes on 
| the Chakva bamboo situation, didn't you? Well, isn't that 
' encouraging news? 

Letter of Jamary 17, 1910, with @ copy of Nx. Zon's 
Lotter of Jamary 13, ae enclosure, I looked up thie city of 
Sizran in the Simbirsk Go wrrment and vee it is located on the 
Wolga close to Samara. As you Kyiow, I berentt been there yet 
at all and there igs no likelihood I appear there nine ail 
plang should changee I am keeping this letter with me in case 
I meet gomeone who can tell me more sbout that Bureau of Acclimae 
tization and ite activities. 

sevens of Jamary 19, 1310, telling me that Professor 
Piper and his start will be very interested to test various 
Mec icegos end Trigonellas I send ins Yes, I find out that 
although one finds some specimens in yecteria, to find plants and 
seeds ig a most diffieult works Yew, very few men can tell you 
much about the native hounts of these various leguminous plants 
and one's life is tos short to spend » month perhaps in obte ine 
ing some seeds of a plant whose uses are only probable. I see 
your intentions of having Br. Young arrange to send some things 
ta the Botanical Gardens in St, Petersburg. You say, however, 
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a 
seeds of the Saccharum narengas well, I doubt if you can get 
seeds, I asked for some cuttings; some joints, What they want 

ig a sugar cane for the Caucesus that scan stand some cool 

weather and isn’t as hard to grow as the real Saccharum offi- 
cinarum, which needs a tropical clime to thrive, Our Georgian 
and South Caralinean verieties are just what they want and most 
of pe are probably more 5. marenga than Se offic inarum, 

Letter of January 19, 1910, telling me thet Mr. Clarke 
is leaving our office and going to be a real former at Pierce, 
Texas. Good luck to the little chaps And now he wante a quick=_ 
growing plant that will make a good windbreak in the rather 
a climate of Plorce. Well, I thought those evergreen 
roses in the vicinity of Pierce were almost ideal hedges for the 
cattle to take shelter behind, I would not suggest the Jujube. 
It rune far too much and becomes a very bad wee, Flease teil 
him a0 before he tries it on a large wnat es Banboos are not 
good either, the cattle will eat every blessed shoot. Carobs 
will freeze and they are extremely hard to transplant and grow 
very slowly. Mytinus, I do not know it at all. 

I suggest @itrus trifoliate first of ally it is spiny, 
semi-evergreen, grows fairly fast and makes almost impenetrable 
hedges. ‘Toxylan pomiferum (Machura aurantiaca) comes next, it is 
too well known to say anything about it. ‘Then Gleditsia horrida 
and G. triacathos follow. Here in the Caucasus they mke fairly 


good hedges of the last when planted in a double row and properly 
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out back every year. In Northern Italy I saw nice hedges of wild 
pomegranates and of wild Prunus domestica, I euaige ve, however, 
that although both plants are spiny enowsh to keep men and beasts 
out, cattle might eat them in times of scarcity of fresh grass 
as is the case in Texas every so many years, It is a hard job 
to find suitable plants for Northern Texes, the bemocratures 
are 80 Gebveinsig variable and within such very short perisds. 
FT will be on the lookout, however, for something good. Texas 
will have to look toward certain regions of northern India and 
toward South Africa to find esulteable plants, Wind swept set- 
tions in general where great fluctuations in temperatures prevail 
will give her possibly good material in the line of plazt %, but 
ag I gaid in my letters a year ago when coming back from the 
South: I don't believe there is one state in the whole Union 
that has go many problems to settle as Texas. 

Letter of January 26, 1910, about wanting more infor- 
mation about the chi¢vkpea and telling me about the flour used in 
Italy. Well, I anewered part of this letter already on Page 12. 
In case I could have received your mil about this interesting 
plant while in Petersburg yot, I probably could have found out 
more about ite general distribution in Russia. I am asking, 
however, here and there. Do you know that when at the Dry Land 
Agricultural Congress in Cheyenne last yenr there was a small | 
exhibit arranged with £4 ane a farmer from Syoming had some 


chickpeas exposed as a curiosity, he didn't know their name 
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| 946. | 
eve and was much surprised when I gave him their name and tol 
him they were an important feed in Spanish speaking countries, 
He said he didn't know what to do with them and fed them to the 
cattle, I suppose you since received the sample package with 
trdangular Gicer seeds? 

My last sentence in the letter of Jamary 4, 1910, that 
I will not be allowed to enter Russian Central Asia until 
Jamary 14, 1910, meant that it would take the ftusesisn officials 
all that time to inform the authorities at Srasnawod sic and 
perhaps other plages that Tt was really on my way down to their 
localities of abode. Thinge do not go fast in this land. As 
you are seeing by the dete of this letter, 7 am still here in 
the Caucasus. this land is fully as interesting as Central 
Asia and very less known. I hear about the existance of fine 
pomegrantees of excellent table grapes, apricots, muskmel lons, 
rare varieties of grains, wild drought revistant species of 
Amygdalus and Pirus, etc. ‘The Caucasus is perhaps one of the 
most interesting lands of our globe; neglected and unknown it 


is lying here, full of possibilities and full of vroblems, tool 


Letter of January 31, 1910, about purchasing some 


books on grapes. Well, I sent you already a few in the box with 
erains and I hope to come scrose’ more. Petersburg is the place 
to get all things of this mature; the Russians have ® very 

centralized system of Government. I also perused the interest- 
ing notes on things occurring fn Sokhara as mentioned by Burnes, 


"travebs in Bokhara." I will be on the wateh for paper produc- 
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947 6 
ing plants. Here one only sees Russian or foreign made paper, 
mative paper is apparently not known or too PR to be had 
outside of villages, 
L 


etter of February 8, 1910, informing me that Brown 





tail moth caterpillars were crawling out of a package when Dr. 
Howard received it, Well, the Lord Knows how many people had 
handled that package. Perhaps the postal authorities thomeelves 
had examined various things, I will, however, refrain from 
sending live eggs by sample packages in the fubure, One thing 
ple assed me, however, and that ws that it was the first time 
Igt notice that any of my shipments has been recei ved. What 
became of the parcels I sent off from St, Petersburg, T don't . 
know and things sent from Sebastopol haven’t reached you 
aprarently yet. JT have written to Ambassador Tockhill, that 
in cage parcels are being returned to the Wnhessy whether he 
couldn't kindly forward them to the Departmentifin some official 
way oramther. f retain all sy postal receirts, however, and 
in ease things should really go astray, I trust you will make a 
strong olaim on the Russian Government through diplomatic 
channels, | 

| Well, this letter of february 8 was the last one I 
received, ‘Then there is a memorandum from My. 4. A. Young 
dated December 28, 1909, about the “e@llerman methods of drying 
plants with corrugated cardboards, Yes, I know this method. 
It ie very handy, but one needs rather high temperetures to 


dry plants, the system being simply to have currents of dry, 
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Warm air run through the chahnels left between the corrugated 
cardboards and thereby taxing the moisture out of the plant 
material encased. One needs a rather large frame to set one’s 
toebe~driad plantson, especially if one has to do it by a Came 
fire, In Russian houses there are no free-standing stoves. 
They are brick stoves and form part of the house, the system 
being somewhat on the flue principle and it is very hard te 
dry plants in rooms heated this way. 

I also received 6 postal cards dated ss follows:. 
1 of December 17, 1909, telling me my letter of November 2, 1909, 

wes received. 

of December 17, 1909, that my letter of Sept. 26, 1909 was rec'vd. 
of Jamary 8, 1909, that my letter of Dec. 25, 1909, was received. 
of Jonuary 8, 1910, that my letter of Dec. 23, 1909, was reeeived. 


of Jamuury 27, 1910, thet my letter of Jan. 10, 1910 was received. 


~ ee we 


of January 28, 1910, that my letter of Jan. 18, 1910 was received. 
Then I got the following bulletins of Fereign Plant 

Introductiona, M. 22, 23 and 24. ‘They are always very welcome 

and contain bite of most saad information, beside keeping me 

somewhat in touch with what is going on in our office, Couldnt 

you kindly send me a copy of the detailed report thet Wr. Night- 

ingale made on his journey to the River of the Nine winds nga. I 

only want to lend it from you, mt ag IJ ma once advised to 

collect these teas there myself, I am very much interested in 

Mr. Nightingale’s experiences there in the Yoochow Province. 


fhen, I sce with great surprise that there are still new fruits 
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to be discovered, even in the Philippines, as ir. Lyons’ "find" 
seems to indicate, 

Well, that is about all for this times In Baku I 
hope to get some more mail, but the farther I go the more 
difficult it tih1l be to reach me and the longer time, of course, 
it will take our mutual correspondence to reach the addressees, 
My correspondence is a4 larger now than it used to be when fT 
first went to China and there is no hope of it diminishing as 
long as I stay in this work. 

Well, hoping you can wide through all this scrabble, 
T romain as always, 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK Hy, MYER. 


Tiflis, Cawasus, Russia, 
March 15, 1910; 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 
Yeuterday and today I have been sending you again 
various samples and parcels containing seeds, cuttings and a 
sample of Soy coffee. | 
One registered sample is mrked lz6Sa6—-l272a and con- 
tains 8 small packages of seeds. 
Another regi stered sample is marked 12648 and has only 


seeds and pods of Gleditsia caspica for wm ntents. 


1208. 
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The third registered sample is a tin of coffee made 
from the roasted yellow soy bean and it forms a very tasteful 
and mtritive substitute for the real coffee. It is made by 
a firm called "Argot” at the Sta. Quirili on the railraod from 
Batoum to Tiflis. This socalled coffee is in my opinion better 
than Fostum as sold in-Americs and it may be that there ic a 
future for the soy bean as a beverage producer, 

| The very large parcel is numbered 475-464 ond Gort~ 
tains cuttin: and selons of different things, 

t enclose herewith all the inventory notes in dupli- 
cate and trust they will give all the informmtion desired; « 
few numbers, however, I will treat yet somewhat more in deteil. 
| No. 1l26¢a, Gleditsia caspica? may not be the true 
G. caspica, ae there is an awful lot of confusion among the 
Gleditsias. It may be G, japonica, which may be synonymous 
with G, caspica. 

1266 is the same Amyodalus of which 7 sent young 
Plants under No. 472. 

—__1266a is the save as 473 only they are seeds. 
1267a is the oame as #74, only they are seeds, 

1268a is a beautiful form of the evergreen Crataegus 
pyracantha, fit for the southern United States, 

1269a is gaid to be a fine mative melon. 

1270a is said to be a fine native wotermelon, 

127la is a Sabal, lowegrowing and fit as a lining 


* 6 
along paths and drives in southern regions, 
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1272a are ammusl bucloevers, amonz which something 
novel may be found, 

Among the milberry scions 475, 476, 477, 478, 479, 
480 and 48] there are aome rare ornamental varieties which 
deserve great recognition in the semi-arid parts of the 
United States. Wo, 451 seems to be a very fine edible variety 
even in which Mr. Irwin of the office of Pomologzy may be much 
interested, 

fhe No» 4682, 483 and 464 are interesting poplars, 
the more as Populus alba pyramidalis ie said to be synonymous 
with P, Bolleana, which however, is not the oase, the trees 
although resembling each other, yet being quite distinct, 
Those Now., togare fine for the mild-wintered, semi-arid 
regions of the United States, 

, : Mo ot of this aforementioned material sucht to go to 
Chico, in case there 1s @nough mulberry stock there for the 
Nos. 475—461, 

Soom, I will send a lot of phots, some relating to 
this miferinl. With best of greetings, aleo to all in the 
office, I remein 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N. MEYER. 
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"Se Tiflis, Caucasus, Russia, 
Mareh 16, 1910. 
Dear Mr, Pairchilds: 

Herewith I am sending you by registered letter post, 
one package containing 58 photographs and 58 films numbered 
4574514, inelusive, 

The pictures were all taken with the new short-focus 
lens and are in the main over-exposed. I informed the photographers 
who developed my films that they were over~exposed, out they gave 
them a treatment as if they were the opposite, They are very 
inexperienced hare in the handling of filme and they ruined a 
few through mere carelessness. ‘or printing too, they didntt 
have any of the better paper in sboek and I simply hed to submit 
to their own ways. These photos were all mde with the old 4x5 
soreen focus Kodak; these last days I have been working with 
the new "Tropen-Ango MAapp” camera and it seems to work all 
right. 

f enclose herewith 1 film and 1 print of the Little 
Primoet camera. It is about all thet was good from more than 
a dozen exposures. I am not swe thet I will keep this little 
affair with me through all ty travels, 
| I also en®lose a PeCs which IT bought in Yalta and is 
more or less of Botanical interest, as it shows Pinws tauricum 
in ita native haunts. 

these Last days I am somewhat tired and mostly because 


the interpreter isn't as handy a fellow ag could be wished, He 
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never finds out anything for himself and besides that he hasn't 
much love to explore somevhat for himself and report me later 
on and I simply cannot tell him every little thing I want. And 
Bo We go on. After a couple of months both the interpreter end 
the assistant have to be back again in St. Petersburg and I mst 
get ne some new men enroute and experience with thom the same 
troubles again as with the many people I have employed already 
on ell these past journeys, Well, trusting that both this Letter 
and the moinge with photos reach you in good condition, I remain, 
with vest of regerds, also to all in the office, 

Youre respectfully, 


PRANK N, MYER. 


7 Tiflis, Caucasus, Russia, 
Warch 17, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Yai rehilas 
. Herewith I am sending you a pacimge of plants marked 
485, by Russian parcel post. I enclose herewith the inventory 
notes in duplicate and trust it is ell the information desired. 
I would like to see these laurel cherries being given 
to some good lass ¢ nurseryman for testing and propaga tion. 
“Perha pe Mrs Henry Hicks would like to get them. 7 
With best of greetings, also to those in the office, 


T am | 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK MN. MEYER. 
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Tiflis, Caveasus, Russia, 


March 18, 1910 


Dear Dr. Van Vleet: 
Herewith again a sign of life from me, Just now I a 


wandering around in the Caucasus and find this to be a most inter- 


esting land. I suppose several of my shipments which I sent in 


via Washington have reached you already. There are beautiful 
pyramidal poplars to be found here, that will de well in Californ- 
fa. I suopese you are still over your ears in work isn't it? 
Well, I conclude with best regards, also te Mrs. Van Vleet. 


Sincerely yours, 


PRANK ti, MEYGR, 
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Tiflis, Caucasus, Nussia, 
Mareh 21, 4020. 
Dear Mr. Dorsett: | 
dust a few minutes ago I came back from the Caucasian 
branch of the Russian Department of Agriculture where I had « 
long conference with the Girector, Mr. As C. Egliow, all in 
German, of course, snd when I was introduced to wmrious botanists 
we had to resort to French, except a M, Taratinof, who was a few 
yeara in Americn and who speaks Guglish reasonably well. But to 
fly from German to French and to Emglish, with a little bit of 
Russian and Latin thrown in, makes one feel just a trifle tired. 
With you, however, I can just stick to good old Miglish and even 
if I make my sentences onee in awhile somewhat Dutch, you will 
know vhat I mean. 
| Well, I still have to answer your good lotters of 
December 11, 1909, and of January 29, 1920, somewhat more in 
detail, than one ig able to do on a card. Yes, you told me 
quite a good many mew things. Por instance, I didn’t cnow 
Harry Soberta had gone. Well, it is better for us; he was 
a quick saiteties sure, wute~-not an accurate one, as I found out 
from sad experience, when he worked on my bulletin, And Dr. 
Wann, chief clerk to Mir. Fairchild. Poor br. “ann. 
And this Tsemoepan surprise. Lord, the prediction 
of Prof. Sargent that my persimmon was worth @100,000 to the 
American public may yet come true. Bat how much will the 
undersignel receive; nbt even a cent of pension, in case he 


4 


gets mutilated? Im this we are behind, Mr. Dorsett} 
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I saw your notice that the bamboo plants we sent to 
Ky. Tevie were very poor, Yes, no wonder. Ir. Tevis believes 
thet bamboos oan be imported from such a far~away land Like 
Japan or China ami then be planted straight away in the open 
in California. lo wonder his plants look poor; the bamboo is 
one of the most difficult plants to trensplant froma fareaway 
region. If it weren't so, we would have had bamboo plantations 
all over the globe long and lon ogo. 

Then, you ask me what I would thing of planting the 
different varieties of banboos from 10 to 15 feet apart, and 
putt ing ¢onerete walls between them, to keep them apart. Vell, 
that ia a difficult problem. ‘here are varieties that will 
submit to this, but there are Varicties that won’t. The very 
large and robust growing ones, like Phyllostachys pubescens, 
Ph, mitis, Phe Quillioi really nead certain corners of a. garden 
ell to therisel ves and even then they will often run into one 
another. It may be that in the far future, when barhoo-culture 
really shall have become established Industry in the United 
States, that we will plant 20 or 30 acres of each good variety 
and keep such pieces of land sepsrated by «» hundred yards or 
ao of woodland or of tes plantetion or she Lord kmows what. 

In your message of Jamary 2, 1910, I saw that Dre 
Woods hag resigned and Tt noticed from the elirpings enclosed 
that you fellows had quite a time of it. Dr. “oods certainly 
betters his position remarkably well and now he becomes his 
own "bogs" more ot less, a thing nearly everyone of us strives 


for in some way or another. You miss him, however, don't youf 
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Yes, 90 everything changes; who knows what I will find a few 


———— 


years hence, when I come back again. 

, Then Dr. Galloway has been sick, rather seriously 
as I understand; Dr. Townsend resigned, Mr. Powell promoted, 
Mr. Stubenrauch promoted, Wr. feter Bisset appointed, Mr. 
Clarke resigned, My, My, what changes, eh? 

I sce your information concerning the Japanese flowering 
cherries, Jad, eh, after all this trouble of getting than, Could 
not gome secions have been taken of each yaricty and been grafted? 
Very likely there were some unusual forms among them. 

Your photos and clippings are alwys very welcome, 

Tt gives me a feeling I am still somewhet among you all. News 
of America is very e¢are here, we live somewhat like in China. 
In case my interpreter wasn't such a rather narrow-minded chap, 
he would inform me somewhat more, but he doesn't. Tt is a hard 
job to find the right kind of co-workers; you will eureky agree 
with me in that, don't your 

. About No, 16921, Ta~m-pen, yes, thet is the real one. 
and I am mich in @ubt that 17172, which Mr. Breece fruited is 
really 17172. I pers@nelly thing scions got mixed somewhat as 
hag cogurred a couple of times. 

I perused your ec ipping about the weather in Californta , 
Loriy, they got it "in the neck" there around Riverside, eh? 

And you say Florida too got a cold spell. 9 you know what we 
ought to do? Brecht a range of mountains across the United Sates 
o rather make . couple of ranges, one just along the Great Lakes 
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957, 
and one through North Texas to the Pacifie Const. 
Your copies of the inventory notes on the pears and 
peach, Fr, Parker of Mukden sent in, I received too. Thanks, 
I wonder why thewe pear and peach selons arrived in such rather 
good condition. Of course, my pear scions from “anchuria were 
@leo quite fresh when received in Washington, but--very few 
| propagators took pains enought th make them grow. Prof. Hanser 
| himself admitted that in case he hed them gratbed in the green 
| house, they would — grown, but they only hed stock in the 
opens 
The large photo you encloged showing the 10 scres 
| of woodland cleared for bamboos there in Brooksville is o very 
fine picture, You must have had a splendid apparatus with 
you, eh? I would like to have helped in setting these bamboos 
| out, the more as I carried part of them with me on my lone and 
lonely journey from the Orient to Prisco, where I saw them ag 
padly fumigated, the Globular headed willow, as it looks on 
the tewetery in Chico shows what an amount of drought it will 
| stand, eh? Several people here in fuesia have asked me what 
| Mame this Selix has, but I sm unable to tell them, ‘There is 
: some work yet for our botanists among my stuff. 
Well, now a few items sbout my ow life here. Pir stly, 
r find the Caucasus ® very interesting lands; in fact, it is 
one of the most interesting lands of our Blobe. “Ye say that 


Californie has all climtes of the world throushout the State. 





Well, here we have the very eam. Deserts and humid coast sec- 
aa tions, low hot valleys anifrrozen mountain regions, plains and 
- f) . : : 
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hills whatever you want, And fruits here, well, I have made 
pages of notes already and am still getting more. “ire Rollow told me + 
today of a grape of fine quality which cen be kept for one year 
without being put in cold storage, I am going after that fellow. 
The Caucasus te much richer than Central Asia in all wrte of 
fruits and grains. 't is a diamond in the roush ase yet; the 
Russians are slowly octting it, but there are many, = great 
many problems to overcome. This Lend te not a now land, where 
one simply oan do as one pleases, no, there are many old races 
living here, cultured even some of them are, and one has to 
respect their feelings and often even be good friends with them. 
And the Russians themselves, being only in their first childheod 
stages, cannot after all, impress these people here with their 
superiority. 

Poday ie Monday, isn't it? Well, Seturday [ have 
been bringing some graing and beans, among hides chickpeas in 
which Ir, Fairchild takes euch ah interest of late. In the 
course of a day or two IT Will ship you people that stuff in 
@ large box. [ do not know a jotea as yet whether any of my 

_-—s—isépniwges reached Yashington, but I surmise they mct have. 1 
hope things were not frozen or dthed up but IT wouldn't be a 
bit surprised if it were so postal facilities namely are bad 
here, very bad! 

This climate here in Tiflis reminds me of Forth Chins 


somewhat and of certain sections of the United States, Like of 


Colorado. The air is vrecing just now, the days are rather 
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warm, but the nights are cool. As shade trees, Sophora japonica, 
Populus Bolleana, Ailanthus glandulosa, Gleditsia triacanthos, 
Fraxinus ornus, ete. 411 do wells you goll «11 fellows that 
like dry air. In somewhat sheltered Localities one finds nice 
spocimens of Cupressus funebris and of Prumus Laurocerasus. I 
got 5 plants of a variety of the last, which {s perhaps hardy 
enough to be grown on Long Island. Well, but unexpectedly I 
am talking “shop2# all the time and I suess I better shop. 

Wishing you, mother end Howard good luck and good 
health, esvecialiy, [ remain 

Very sincerely yours, 


PRANK MW. MEY Re. 


Py Se Rxeuse for paper which ian't all one sort, as T found 


out when T hed almost finished. 


Mflis, Gavessus, Posstae, 
Merch 23, 1910. 

Deas Mrs Fat vohilds 

Yesterday I sent you 4 bags with seeds by Pussian 
registered sample se at. They were mrked 12eSée and contain 
mts of the Caucasian beech, Fagus orientalis (Lipsky). Most 
of these nute ought to go to Chice for propagetion, but it my 
be well to try a few in Brownsville, Texas, and to give Prof. 


Sargent me if he hasn't got these trees av yet in his Arbor 
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etum, ir, Yon of the Porestry Department may also wish a 
small quantity. 

Today I sent you ageing begs with seeds, also by 
registered Ruseian sample post. ‘They are marked 12878 and 1297a 
to 1299a. The ontents are many and veried. “he very greater 
part ought also to go to Chies, but as there are several 
vegetables fit for semi-arid blimes, I trust those interested 
in our semi-arid regions will want their share from them 

of Noe 12908 & peculiar native Caucasian veriety of 
eggblant, I Kindly wish you would send Dr. Haleted some, in 
New Brunewick, as he is s0 much interested in eggplants, 

lio.» 1296a, Pirus elaeagnifolia, may be & good stock 
for pears in arid or semiarid regione, Mr. Mason will probably 
want to have all tne plants that we can euoply hin. 

or Nos 1300a, “aconis Mlokoseviteschi (Lomeicin) I 


wnobe alveady on the inventory note that Mr, John Craig would 


be the beat man to send it . You wrote tie a letter two years 


ego that any species of Peony [ met in China would be greatly 
appreciated by Fr. Craig and the Peony Soclety in Cornell. 

| I enclose herewith the inventory notes belonging to 
this shipment in duplicste and trust they wikl reach you in 
good sim peo | 

Tomorrow I hope to gsiip a large box with grains and 

veangs which IT have been buying of latee ‘There are also two 
large bage with chickpa@e among the lot, but they are 2 dif- 
fenent varieties. 
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I have had many interviews these last days with 
people prominent in ierioaters here in the Caucasus and I 
obtained & great meny valusble notes in regard to rare and 
interesting fruits and grains 

The di rector of the Mflis Botanical Gardens, Mr. 
va C. Roliow, was particularly kind to me and he gare me 
several seeds and a package of stions of good native Caucasian 
fruit trees. fF have to write yet a special rapport about him, 
beat you my sefely put him down already ag one of the best men 
I have struck in Russia, for wo far as willingness is considered 
to enter with us in more clese relations. He complained that, 
although they had treated ‘rofessor Fansen very kindly, he 
never even sent them a single note as to his whereabvouts, etc. 
and that as a result, they didn't bother any more about collect- 
ing Medicagos or other fodder plants for which he was going to 
write them 

Well, I will close for the present. With best of 
greetings, also to all in the office, 7 remein 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK HN. MSY Re 
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962. 
Tiflis, Caucasus, Tussia, 
March 24, 1920, 
Dear @r, Mairehi@a: | 
Rerewith I am sending you by Russtan Parcel post one 
package numbered 486, containing 25 small butdles of «: téings 
of various fruit trees. 1 obtained them from ir. A. Cs Rollow, 
director of the Botanical Gardens here in Tiflis, ft am sorry 
they gave such small quantities of each of those things, but as 
| it is a gift, I ' gouldn't very well ask for more, the more as 
they themselves haven't got too much material of some of the 
Plants, | 


The very large mijority of these cuttingssand sctone 


ought to go to Chico for propage tion, although I am afreid vege« 


tation hos started al ready in Chico to such an extent by the time 
this material arrives there that they may not be able to do much 
with its I am leaving this over, however, to the good Judement 
of Hr. Dorsett, who knows Chico conditions and posstbilitios to 


perfection. 


There are a few good things amomr this shipment, fit 


“especially for mildqwintered, semisarta sections. 


the apricot "Novast” (No, 499) seems to be one of the 
earliest apricots of the world, 

The apples 487 and 468 seem to possess excellent ship~ 
ping and keeping qualities and were specially recoumended to me 
y Br. Rollow. 
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The peaches 494 and 495 and 497 are also quite good, 
I wonder how they will turn out in America, 

Mr, Kearny will be interested in the Pomegransa&es 
Hose 706, 707 and 708, and Mr, Irwin of Pomplogy in the mul- 
berries Noa. 704, 705 and 748, 479, 480 and 481 of a former 
shipment. 

I enclose herewith the inventory notes in duplicate 
and may gay that although this shipment in email quantity, it 
seeme good in quality and is perhaps after all worth all the 
work bestowed on it. 

I remain with best of greetings, 

RESPROVRBL LY Yours, 


FRANK Ny MaYShs 


Tiflis, Caucasus, Russia, 
March 24, 1910. 
Dear Ur, Fairchild: 
foday I delivered to the railroad Gompany here in 


Miflie one large hox with agricultural seeds; murced D A. 


gddressed om one side in Russian to the Agoney of the North 


German Lloyd in Betoum and on the other side in Buglish to 


Wr. I. Pe Roosa, 2 Rector Stree, New York, U.5.4s As I cannot 


pee this shipment off myself I am asking Mr. Alex, Hehmgartner, 
ora our Consul in Baroum to kindly see this matter through and 
prepay all charges, {I am notifying the North German Agency in 
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964. 
Batoum of this and am notifying Mr. Roosa of the shipment and 
requesting him to forward it to the Department in Washington 
at his earliest convenience. 

I enclose herewith the notes pertaining te this ship- 
mont, all in duplicate. You will find 2 large bags of chickpeas 
among the stuff, ilose 1275a and 1274a, Noe 1275a may aleo be 
something interesting. 

The beans Nou, 12¥6a~-1265e, ought not to be tested 
on the uncongenial arlington Farm, but to be distributed among 
settlers and experimenters in the semiearid sections of the 
United States. 

No. 130ha, a barley, black and white mixed, may be of 
interest to Mr. Derr in his harley investignt ions. 

| fhe Prosos Nos. 129ia and 1292a are probably valuable 
in these sections of American where there is ealy a small amount 
of rain in the growing sen sone 

This shipment will probably not reach you antil. long 
after this letter, but I hope it will arrive in good condition. 

With best of greetings, aleo to all in the office, 

T am 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK NW, NSYER. 






PeGe . Talso enclosed in the eforementioned box with seeds, 
one small package of dryeroasted chickpeas as sold in shops 
here in Mflis ss a delicacy, 


Also a sample of the dried fruits of Cormus Mas, celled 
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Kizil and which are used in meat stews, compotem and of which 
also a cider is tmde. Thay are a common article of trade here 
in the shops, but I am afraid they will never be of much value 
to us os they are too smll. 

A mMary-headed onion is also among this shipment, go 
ae to show how these chaps look. f sent seeds under No. 128%a. 

Then there is also a gample bag of dried apricots, as 
sold here in stores. ‘These apricots have sweet, edible Kernels 
and are mostly wank: stewed with raisins, with the mid-day meals, 
like we use vegetables, 

Chen you find time, I would like to know what you 

think of the roasted chickpeses as a thirst-producer,. 

fo fuelliate the identification of this shipment I 
nay say that the box contains the following numbers, 1274a, 
L274e, 1276a, 1276a, L277a, 1278n, 1279a, 120e, L26la, 1262a, 
1283a, 126¢a, 1265g, 129la, 1292, and 1Wia. 


We Ne My 


MiZlis, Caucasus, Ruesia, 
Werch 30, 1910. 
Dear Wr, Pairchil d 
This morning we arrived again in Tiflis after a four 
daya’ trip to Brivan. We got quite a lot of things there, 
mostly grapes, however, and the very best we could not all 
get this time. 
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966, 
iT am sending you herewith 9 packages by Registered 
Rugsian samle post. They are mrked 711, 712, 715, 714, 715, 
716, L717, 718 ond 719. I enclose herewith the inventory 
| notes in duplicate. They all ought to go to Chico for propae 
gation, but maybe 1t is too late for that locality. I packed 
the cubtings in damp, swampetypres«ghavines and would be prhased 
$0 hear about their condition upon arrivel. ‘The region around 
Erivan abownde in good things, but I would need Armenian and 
Tartar Sudevpreters, as the Russian language there doesn't go 
any more, ‘The Caugasus is a very complicated kind of a land, 
very much like Chim in « good many respects, 
Tomorrow I hope to send 351 varieties of grapes, some 
very good ones among them. | 
ae I remmin, with best of regarde, also to all in the 
office, | 
Respectfully yours, 
PRANK Wi, M°YER. 


Tiflis, Caucasus, Nussia, 
| April 1, 19106 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 
Herewith I am sending you by registered Russian sample 
post 2 packages marked Botanical Material II and Entomological 
Vatorial. 
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“The package with Botanicsl] Neterial contains but two 
Simple onions, but it would look rather strange if I pot that 
on the label. f wish you would kindly show or rather ive 
these healthy, but odoriferons bulbe to Prof. Cy Le Corbett 
or to Mr, W. W. Tracy and ask their opinion about them. 

Tn the ~mekage with entomological material there is 
® small bag with Algse and one with shellg, both of interest 
to specialists in the Smiths nian, 

Of the entomolagioal matefial iteelf there are 6 
small packages with various scales and other lovely? things. 
They will find their way to those interested in them TI 
enclove herewi th duplicate notes of the shipment mentioned 
in ney letter some hours ago and the notes on the samples. 

rusting all these matters reach you in good condi- 
tion, I remain 

Respectfully yours, 


. PRANK , MEYER. 


be Mflis, Caucasus, Russia, 
April ls L?10, 


Dear Mr, Fairchild: 


Horewith I am sending you by Russian parcel post 4 








large packages, ‘Three of them are marked Bos. 720-750 and come 


tain 31 varieties of srape cuttings. The other parcel is 
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968. 
marked I and contains a motley munber of things. 

I enclose herewith the set of inventory cards, 
covering this shipment. 

A few things are worth being paid special atientions 
there is, for instance, No. 721, the Shafai crape, which keeps 
well for 6 months and ie a good table crane. Nos 782, Ghusaine, 
ala o noted table grape of Asietic origin; four varieties of 
"Kighmish", Nos. 723, 724, 725 and 726, all sweet, early ripen- 
ing, seedl ess grep oS. 

The “Agkeri" grape, No» 727, specially ree ommended to 

" me by Mr. Rollow for home use; fhalilon, Mo. 742, one of the 

éariiest table grapes of this world of ours. | 

| Of many of these grapes I obtained but scanty Infor 
mition and some of it nay not be cuite reliable, for we found 
a Yery incompetent man in charge, a8 the manager hed been 
arrested for political matters, they say! I hope Mr. Husmam 
will find some varieties of grapes among this lot thet will 
be found first class export table grapes for California. 

three grapes whéeh I wanted to get especially, but 
which were not to be had this time, were Taifi, » white table 
grape from the Ordobad di strict, xeeping for one year; Bandi, 

| a white table grape from the Erivan district » &lso ceeping for 
one year and ‘*Schali", a grepe from the “rivan district which 
P stamig more alkali than any other variety, We have to enter 


ints correspondence with Mr. Rollow to get these things; next 






winter, perhaps. 
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nter Of the dry material there is the sample of black 
| Mates No. 1302a, which is probably of interest to Mr. Derr. 
1303e, the celebrated Saxaul tree has formerly already 
been introduced by Prof. Hansen, isn't li? Well, it is worth 
experimenting some more. ‘he alfalfa, No. 1304e, is probably 
: of interest to several peoples Woe 1SGa, the famous bootma 
melou, seems to be of special interest, 

The Hose lbl@a, Lepidium sativum?; 1315e, Raheny 
lSl4s, Mares, are of interest to me as I encounter them the 
‘first time in my travels, I would be pleasod to hear later 
on what they really ares Perhaps you also might send a few 
of wll of these vegetables to Vilmorin, Andrieux & Co., aspec- 
islly the last two mumbers. ‘The Arlington Farm ie not the best 
Place to test any new vegetables coming from a vemi-~arid 
section and taken into consideration the very poor results of 
all my Chinese vegetables have given there, I kindly wish you 
would test these vegetables in Chico or distribute them to 
settlers of an experimental turn of mind who live in the South 
Rocky Younta in regions, 

| | Among the samples there are th ree veri eties of hazel- 
tute and a fine sample of dried fruits of Prunus insititia. 
Mr, Wm. Ae Taylor will be probably much interested in them and 
I aleo wish you would cindly send » few of these dried plume 
/ to Professor U. Pe Hedrick, Agricultural Experiment S¢ntion, 
Geneva, New York, who has asked me to be om the lookout for 


, : any gpecies of cultivated Prunus I game across. ‘The raisins 
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are probably of interest to Mr. Huamenn; the black one is a 
rare variety. 


The sample soy beans is for Prof, © VY. Piper and 


the Caucasian eweets, mide from condensed grape juice, flour 


and nuts, will interest almost every one, wut the vitieul tural 
section especially, 

Well, thie is about all for this tise, with best 
of greetings, also to all in the office, I rem:in 
! Respectfully yours, 


PRANK N. MYER, 


Tiflis, Caucasus, Russias, 
April 1, 1910. 

Dear tr. Pai rehilds 

foday we shipped the collected mterial and I feel 
somewhat more at ense again, for the shipping of parcels here 
in this land is always comected with difiiculties; one never 
knows whether some forgotten rule won't be raked out of the 
dust again and ome my go home agen and apna One's packages. 


Well, there are several items thet 1 have to note 


— down in regard to what I have seen and heard here from rorious. 


peopla. : 
Birst of all, my receipt here has been most kind. Tf 


_ should aay I was treated almost with distinction by the wrious 
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mon I met; they even published an interview I had with Mr. 
Ciranoff, the secretary of the Agricultural Jcoeity in the 
local papers. 

Well, the best of all the men here is undoubtedly 
Mere A. C. Rollow, director of the Botaniosl] Gardens here. He 
is unusally well informed about the economic productions of the 
Caucasus, especially abot fruits and promi sing wild plants, 
it was he who gave tme the various fruit tree scions and evt- 
tings I have been shipping these last days end promised to 
send anything in his power we want from him. He strongly 
wants to get into active exchange with us. ‘The things he has 
to offer aro Caucasian varieties of various domestic fruits, 
like of apples, pears, peaches, apricots, plums, grapes, 
pomegranates, etc., also seeds and plants of warious native 
trees, shrubs and herbaceous planta. The Department of Agri~ 
culture here has a corps of Foresters all over the country and 
practically any plant described from the Caucasus can be gotten 
in longer or shorter time. 

What Mr. Bollow likes to get from us are our Citranges, 
our hardiest varieties of oranges, our American chinguapins, our 
improved varieties of Chestnuta, our Miller persimmon and any 


improved native American Persimmon, a few scions of "Tamopan", 


seeds or plants of Pamx quingufolia, elso of Malus Sargentil, 
1 plant of Pinus Bungeana or some seeds. Seeds of Romneya 
Coulteri, of Dendromecon rigidum, Alpine plants from Colorado 


and California. Seeds of Pirus betulaefolis, also of Astragalus 
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972, 
adsurgens, budwood of say 5 of our best peaches. 

Then, they do not receive any of our many publica- 
tions and are willing to exchange with us. Mr. Hollow gave 
me 5 books, mostly dealing with varieties of fruits, which 
the interpreter is perusing now and making extracts from fer . 

The publications Kr. Hollow wants most badly from 
us are those dealing with fruits and fruit culture in America, 
thos dealing with asy land Agriculture, those dealing with 
Alkali reclamation and Alkalie problems and any literature we 
have about the soy bean and ites uses, 

I may say that some of the plante wanted are for the 
Botanioal Gardens here, which wre considered the best in Russia 
and I found Dre A. Fomine, botanist in charge, and Mr. Midjeffosky, 
assistant boatnist, very nice people, too willing to show me 
verious interesting plants in the Garden or in the harbarium. 
This Botanical Garden is not very latge, but it is most pit- 
turewauely situated and contains the largest om lleétion in the 
world of native Caucasian plants and they are extending their 
Collection all the time, 

In esse we send them live rooted plants, Mr. Rollow 
suggests the parcel post system, maximum weight allowed (inter- 
national) 6 Kilograms; for ciong cuttings and minor things, 
the registered sample post suffices. Mr. Roblow says that in 
case the parcels are addressed Botanical Gardens, Tiflis, the 


customs house authbrities do not detain them. 
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973.6 
Navel oranges, which were sent at Dr. Bessey's request 
, some years ago had been received in perfest condition and they 
have several hundred trees now growing near Batoum, all coming 
from these plants, 

Mrs Bollow also suggests that in case we need anything 
special, simply to write kim a letter asking for it and in case 
we shouldn't get the thing within 6 months to write another 
letter. He promised me to send you seeds of Medivago glutinosa, 
@ very promising Caucasian alfalfa and will algo collect seeds 
of various Leguminosae which are droughteresi stant and show 
adaptation as fodder plants, As a whole, I strongly recommend 
to keep in touch with this Mr, Rollow ane to send him already 
some of our literature ae a sign thet scomnections hove been 
established. He would like to have the correspondence carried 
on in German or in French; (Mmglish is rather hard on thom here. } 

Well, this ia about all again for this time. We are 
as usual in trouble with the authorities hore; this time it is 
about the passport of my assistant, which has run owt and the 
so-called officials are too inactive to give him a new ones we 
have oarricd the thing up to some Colonel in chorge of euch 
matters and likely it will be settled within a day or two, IT 
was algo nearly arrested in Trivan for looking with my field 
glass at some scenery, but after some “pour parlors" matters 


were settled again. A truly sad condition prevails throughout 
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9746. - 
this broad land, calied Hussia, 
With best of greetings to you all, I remain 
Respectfully yours, 
FRANK WN, MUYGRe 


Tiflis, Caucasus, Russia, 
April 2, 1910. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: | 
last week I visited several seed stores here in 
Tiflis and bought some small quantities of Caucasian veretable 
seeds, but with the exception of a couple of things, the stores 
here import all their seeds from abroad. There is, however, a 
nurseryman and seed dealer here, & Ps Kwees, by name, and he 
is willing to collet for us snehentenais and tree seeds in 
gmall or large quantities. f made an arrangement with him by 
which he will ship you first samples of all interesting things 
he gets hold of and will state with them their price and quan- 
tities. He would send within & week or 80 somples of black 
and naked barleys, which he knows of in some villages here mn 
the Caucasus and I hope we can establish connections with him, 
like we have with Inmer & Co. in Moscow. He is also willing to 
collect tree seeds for the American trede in large quantities 
and I enclose herewith his list in triplicate. ‘There are a 


number of interesting things among them end as there are $ lists 
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976. 
anyway, I wish you would consult some American nurserymen 
about there being some desiderata for the American nursery 
trade among that list of names, 
| I also sent you under separate cover the vegathhbe 
seed catalogues of Kwees; also one of Larchet, another seed 


) firm in Miflis, which is considered the best here; together 


with these two catalogues, there is also a list of wheats 
ocourring here in the Caucseus which list may be of interest 
to Mr. Carleton; I had an extract made from it by the inter~ 
preter for my own use here, I my say, however, these wheats 
seem to be hard to colleste. Mr, Zironoff himself said that 
one most times has to go to the villages to get seeds. 

Theny I made the acquaintancesip with Dr. Schmidt, 
the director of the Caucasian Museum here, a very small man, 
but--with a most remarkable brain and memory, He told me 
among other things that in Rigsee and ‘repiazond [Asia Minor) 
there are yertetie of Prunus Laurocerasusg cul tivated for their 
 fraite, which last are large and sweet and are considered b) 

: the Turks to be a specially fine fruit. ‘They slso make a 
| delicious compote from it. This informtion is new to me; 

fT have eaten the fruits of the ordinary varietics, but the 
kernel is large and the mest but little, they are like a large 
choke cherry and have even the same fhavor; these Large~fruited 
varieties, however, may be fine for preserves especially. Dre 
‘Sehmidt recommends also to us to test all the mtive Caucasian 


species of Trifolium; there are 63 of them and some he saw wild 





looked very promising as fodder plants. He recommends Trifolium 































1 aia emi 


— ew 


$ #; 


odddteger ett soveo otsnaqee eh oy tme cola I” Ae ee 
ue 


bese todtoua ,fedotel Ie emo cela qeeews to temotadan bows 
tedtege? yori teed edd Setebienes et doldw yelltte at ott 


Biss to dell @ onto at ete dd ‘pewgaleten owt oved? wi 
Sst teomdnt te oe yen golt do bite eueaare) edt mt eted gileiwo00 | 


cipbad adh. ery tat bam stoastze sa bait T motelta) ot ot 
ier aes ides Das’ a vt ee 
sieerw sxerit psoriasis eWeek nace sored ee awe WA tot tode’ i | 
: * geo Peal =) 

tadd baw ¥foiatd cd wet | “sotee Lee ot bust od of me | 
% 5 Step 33 bese al Tike Aa 4 

yiSees tea ot eogelity oat ot = oF oat somite doom exe. 

ya par geeks e Gard ghboee | oe 
-ebimict “ae dt te uhde sonedn avpe it bei t ost ee Bar. 
F a eae Zia igeptt ered er 
ser AL wore sori seine se teso:10 acid Yo totoodts ie ae 
‘ comes See Reape Sera, ; ete 
en Blot on Jerome ‘fae nerd oidasieane teom a dt i 
Ran idee. oF. qaliiie a 
( nocitit ‘atea) daoa deo vas ocak te tat wyniie werpded — 














‘sh (Rie Eiheee ah 49 diame a 
abode a0 botanic io ese - pena, 8h race te ctor ore 9°: a q 
us Crate * re eee ig Eikw ad oi de 
od Boted tex08 owe bua teow ane sural ors toad detdte et ee 
a Te Re ti Zery Nf aloy wet 
a cam cele war soho ont ehietoge 8 od of exo? eae tal 
Lptee te. aioe, off yam if) ae 





Be 
Se ghosts oxen bie Ae 


it wie aotgetee woul & ode Ye adhe od metse vad T 
¢ aa pennies ae 


ae oF wor ar bb taeto tad one wth ate sieameo ‘eueto 


5 tau KS. See... Fes i FS 
cuted ‘e sunt ‘ous godt oldtti tod deen ont Sey, 
ae a Pv mal ee ee ae i ‘. 8 ee Se 


bet invtvgreal waite eeorede ating ont oe “ : 


tes + Fi ‘ela f hare i af Re 
0 selLstosres sortase 10% mie od a 
ee b eas ; <f | See . . ag 
natwaara0 ov if ent Lite test ot as 
a oe Bh Soe oe Leas . 


BLiw wae ‘of oa oe serie ti ™ | 





976. 
resupinatum as a lawn plant for the delicious perfume its 
flowers exhale, 
Then I maw a Vr. Timofeen, Government Agr onomist 
here, in charge of sub-tropical cultures. He told me that 
the real home of the fine hazelmuts is Asia Minor, especially 
around Trebizand and Xerasund, there are some fine varietios 
there yet that haven't been introduced and it is very difficult 
to obtain plants as the Turkish government has prohitibed their export. 
They can only be soaked out of inte. I saw an interesting 
publication of hazelnuts; "Die Haselnuss, ihre arten und ihre 
Kultur." FrangeGoesckke, Berlin, Paul Parey, 1867. I suppose 
we have it in the Deportmental Library, too, I wonder if lr. 
Taylor knowa it. TI also heard from Fr. Timofeen that bamboos 
when grown in the sub. tropicaa climate in Ghakva. He said there 
are large clumps of Phyllostachys Quillioi, “h. mitis, and th. 
aurea scattered here and there in the Caucasus and the people 
begin to make light furniture from it. All these 3 mentioned 
bamboos have stood nearly 10 below sero Pahr. here in Tiflis 
and were not killed. They have great hopes here tor the bam 
boo as an all around handy mterial. I also heard that thea 
culture is beginning to take a hold among the settlers eround 
Batowm and they find it profitable. the Government intends to 
build factories as soon as the supply gets to be big enough to 
i warrant the rather large outlays. ‘Then I wos informed by a 
gentleman named Dietrichs, whp has travelled pretty mich all — 


over the world as an inspectof of landed property, that Amer- 
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977, 
ican light wagons, carts, buggies and harness, etc., were 
the lightst and best in the world and he said that it was 
impossible to obtain them in Ruseia, He strongly suggested 
that some enterprising Americen firm should open an estab- 
lishment somewhere in Russias Moscow he thoucht would be 
the best place to found the central gale shop, branch houses 
could be established later on. Do you thing it is worth 
bringing this information to those who conld do som thing in 
this Line? 

Well, I will close again. Tomorgow I hope to leave 
for Blisavetpol on the road to Baku, bet I think I will 
return again here to ship off material I will get there and I 
aleo have to look out for eines interpreter, of whom I got 
some informations ) 

With best of greetings, I remain 
| Yours regpectfully, 


FRANK MN. MGYER. 


Miflis, Caugasus, Russia, 
April 14, 1910, 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: | 
: Yeoterday we came back froma ten daya’ ‘trip to 


various places in the Mastern ports of the Caucasus and I am 
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976. 
sending you herewith this day what we found. 

There are 5 large parcels marked DAI, DA. II, and 
DeAe ITI, cantaining roots, cuttings and scions, numbered 
750-768 inclusive. Then there are 3 Registered Sanmplea 
numbered 769, 770, 771, containing Rhisomes, Corms and Bulbs. 

As usual I would like to see most of the material 
go to our Garden in Chico, ae the climate there suits the 
majority of these collected things better than in Washington. 

A few things sre of #pecial value. For instance, the dif+- 
ferent varieties of pomegrankBes, Nos. 755, 754, 765, 766 and 
767, They come from the most cblebrated pomegranate region 
from the Caucasus and are considpred really good things, ‘they 
will do well in Texas and the Southwest. 

Then, there are the verious Medicagos, Nos. 756, 757, 
768, 769, 763 and 764, ‘There is probably something good among 
them and I recommend planting them all. for No. 755 a native varie 
ety of plum, it my be too late, but I thought If had better send 
1% just the same. No. 766, the real Paradise apple will interest 
Mr, Taylor and perhaps the others, too. 

Of grape vines I wis unable to obtain many this time. 
the grape vine ‘plantat ions of the fartars and Persians in the 
vicinity of i isavetpol heve i many varieties of grapes all 
mixed, through one another, that one really doesn't dare to 
‘gend sataled at all, We have to get certain things yet through 
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O79. 

I found some very pleasant people on thie last trip, 
of whom I will write in a next letter, I aleo had a slight 
accident, our cart being throvm over through the whkel touch- 
ing a roccs I am bruised here and there but with some rest 
will soon be ell right again, 

To my surprise I aidn't get any mail, but today upon 
making investigetions, my interpreter was told my mail had 
been sent to Ratoum on sccount of a telegraphic request from 
the American Consul in Batoum. TI have written About ex lanae 
tions. 

I am sorry to eay I did not find a suitable new 
interpreter as yet. I amin hopes, however, to find a good 
man yet. 

Wneloged please find the inventory notes belonging 
to this shipment in duplicate. 

With best of regards to you all, I remain 

Respectfully yours, 


PRANK N. MEY'R. 


te Gants 
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980, 
Tiflisy Caucasus, Russia, 


Dear Mr, Yeirchil d 


Today I am sending you, by Russian Registered Sample 


post two smil packages containing entomological mterial 


marked I and II. 
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I herewkth give a List of the general ceantents, 
Caterpillars nest on Pirug salicifobia, near Geok-Tapa. 
Caterpillars nest on Pirus slicifolia nesr Tiflis. 
Caterpillars nest on Crataegus oxyacantha, near liseavetpol. 
Insects’ neste on Cotoneaster sp. near Hiflis. 

Scales on Prunus sp, near Helenendorf. 


6. Scales on wild rose, near Helenendorf. 


Te 


Be 

9. 

10. 
ll. 
126 
1S. 
14, 
15, 
16, 


Seales on Pirus commnis, near Helenendorf. 
Seales on Rhamus, near Helenendorf. 

Seales on Rhames, near “Lisavetpol. 

Geils on edra, vulgaris, near Geok»Tapa. 
Galle on Tamarix SPs, near “Lisavetpol. 

Galle on Oaragana caucasica, near “isavetpol. 
Calls on Artemisia syp., near Ulisavetpol. 
Galls on Artemisis, spe, neor Helenemorf, 
Coccoon on Faliurus aculeatus, neer Tiflis. 


Coscoor on Caragana grandiflora, near Tiflis. 
Mach of these packages has a label inside and I hope 


there my be something of interest arong thom, 
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981. 
With best of greetings, I remain 
Respectfully yours, 


PRANK N. MOYER. 


Tiflis, Caucasus, Russia, 
April 19, 1910, 
Dear Yr. Fairchild: 

Herewith I am sending you my accounts for the past 
quarter, Jammary 1 ~ March 31 (inclusive) 1910. Woubd you 
kindly turn them over to Mr. sgtabrook who my assist in 
straightening out such matters are not quite correct. 

fo my regrete I didm't receive as yet any statement 
es in what shape my lest accounts were found and I have as 
guch no guide in the mking up of this one. 

I wiki give a rowh sketch how my finances stand now. 
Expenses for period of August 1 ~ Sept. BK, 1909 S731, 24 

" " "  Oote 1» Det. Sl, 1920 1375.00 
sl * “ Jane 1 @ March 31, 1910 1759.00 
Total (Roughly) | 83850 ,00 

Wow I will get the troubles yet of paying the rail- 
raod fares back from somewhere here to He Petersburg of both 
my asbistant and the interpreter, out still I do mot think my 
total expenses will be more than $6500 and I think you my count 


on a sum of nbout 500 dollars which I won't expend, unless, of 
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} 982. 
course, ®mething very unmaswl or unforeseen should arise, 
a like the coming back of me or something of such a nature. 

I enclose herewith some vouchers and bills which 
may be either of use or may be not, accoriing to what Mr. 
Betabrook decides, Soon If will send my itinerary report, 
too, for which Dr. Mam asks me, 

Well, hoping these finsmoial matters will be found 
to be in good shape, I remain 

| Yours respectfully, 


PRANK Wy MEYER. 


Tiflis, Caucasus, Russia, 
Aprii 19, 1910. 
Dear Drs Mamn; 
The day before yesterday I received among « pile of 
tail aleo your letter of arch 11, 1910, in which you reouemt 
| me to make out my itinerary report for the months of January, 
February and March, 1910. I hope all this delay of mail not 
reaching me is not going to cause you great inconvenience, but 
I veally thought it wae not necessary for s fellow, travelling 
Like I do, to make out guch reports, at lest when I wos in 
China it was not wanted from me and I just wonder whether 
sine explorers have ever been doing its Well, I enclose here-~ 


with su¢h a report and hope it is detailed enough, Would you 
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983. 
later on kindly lot me know whether such a three month's report 
ig sufficient or whether shorter period ones are needed. — 


4nd here 1t goes: 


Bield Itinerary Report fro Fonk N. Meyer. 


For the period from Jamary 1, 1910 to March S51, 1910, inclusive. 


Sat. Jan. 1, 1910. Putting last touches to packing in of baggage. 
Left St. Petersburg for Moscow in afternoon. 

Sune Jan, 2, 1910. Arrive in Moscow, 

Won, Jan. 99, 1910. In Moscow, Went to Immer & Co., a well~ 
known seed firm, had conference, went also to Botan- 
ical Garden, 

fues, Jans 4, 1910. Went to the College of Agriculture and saw 
several men of importance there. 

Wed. Jans 5, 1910, Saw Prof. Geiencin «t Bot. Cerdens in Moscow 
and Various others re VMedicagoss 

Thor, Jan 6, 1910. Saw Mr. Ungel agein of the seed firm of Inmer 
& Coe Left at night for Sebastopol, Crimes, by Re He 

Fri. Jats 7, 1910. "route, very cold (28° below Zero Reaunur). 

Gat. Jan. &, 1910, Emroute, * * a. * 
i Sun. Jans 9, 1910. Arrived early in the morning in Sebastopol. 
Afternoon went out in neighboring mountains. 


Yon, Jan ll, 1910. Im Sebastopol, attended to correspondence. 
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9&4, 
fue. Jan. ll. Collected seeds and scions of wild plants in 
mountains near Sebastopol. 
Wed. Jane 12. Described and packed collected plant mterial. 
Thr. den. 13. In Sebastopol, made accounts in shape and ree 
packed baggage. 
Fri. Jan 14. Left Sebastopol by cart for Souchaja Retska, 
Crimea, All day en route, collecting plants & seeds. 
Sat. Jan, 15. All day én route for Baidatt, collecting plants 
and seeds while enroute. 
Sun, Jan. 16, Left for Kirikimesh, a.l day en route collecting 
plant and seeds. | 
Mon, Jan 17. left for Yalta, all day enroute, collecting plants 
and seeds, Arrived at suneet in Yalta. 
fue. Jan. 18. In Yalta, assistant i113; packing in collected 
material. 
Wed, Jan, 194 In Yalta, assistant illy Great Russian Holiday, 
fost office closed, Corpespondence tended to. 
Thr. Jan. 20. In Ya lies Plante shipped off and for supplied 
hunted, 
| Fri. Jam. 21. In Yolte, Plante shipped off. Correspondence 
atten@ed to. 
Sat. Jan. 22, Went to the Botanical Gardens at Nikita and back 
to Yalta, colleeting plante enroute, 
24. Went to Botanical Cardens at Mikita and to experi- 
mentel vineyards. 
25, In Yalta. Packing, shipping ond describing of 
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solleated plants. 
26. In Yalta, Packing, and shipping of plants. Corre 
espondence attended to, baggnge shipped off. Lett at 
night for fagri. 
27. Aboard the steamer on the Black Sea. 
28. Aboard the steamer on the Black Sea. Collected 
plant material in Novorosusk, Caucasus. 
29, Landed in Afternmon in Gagri. 
ol. Gollected plants near ert, had « conference with 
the Prince of ‘ldenburé about Ceucagian products. 
le In Gagri. Colleeted plants in mountaing, 
2. In Gagri.s Collected plants in mownteine and 
packed tha. 
3. In Gagri. Packing, shipping and describing of 
collected mterial. 
& weft Gagri for Z2jiep, collecting plants enroute 
all day. 


& Left for Cherg., colletting plants enroute. 


Sund. Feb. 6 Left for Noval Ayon, collecting plants enroute. 


Won. Febs Ys Left for Souchoum Mle, collecting plants enrmte. 


Tuas Feb. 6. In Souchour “ele, heavy rains, Collected material. 


Repacixed. 


Weds. Feb. 9. In Souchoum Male. Visited Botanieal Gardens and 


met different people. 
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109 In Spuchoum Kale, Visited experimental fruit 
gerden and tried to collect packing moss. 
lle Visitied various estates near Souchoum Kale. 
12. Went to Sinops near Souchoum and Dought packing moss. 
14, Repacked baggage and collected mterial and attended 
to correspondence. 
15. Visited the famous Smitskol vineyards near Souchoun 
and collected grape vine cuttings there, 
16. went to Dioscourla near Souchoum and collected 
thhere fruit tree outtings, 
17. Facked in collected plant material, mde notes, 
put numberous baggage in order and left in evening by 
3.3. for Batoum, 
18 In Batotim, packing and shipping collected material. 
19. In Batoum, visiting vortous people and shipping 
offices. 
21, In Betoum. heavy rains, Shipping of collected 
material, 
22. In Bn towne Heavy rains, Correspondence attended 
to. Maps pasted, box repaired. 
23. Went to Chakva near Batoum, inspested tea and 
bamboo plantati ons, 
24. In Batoum, Boucht scedis and grains on market and 
went to Chakva, Pinkhoff, seeing yvorious botanical - 
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987, , 
26, Im Batoum. Bought seeds in rerket, packed and 
described them | 
26, In Batuwm, Shipped boxes with seeds to 3.5, office 
and attended to correspondence. 
28, In Betownm Shipped collected plants. Packed 
baggage and left for “ppetnari in afternoon. 
le Collected in the morning fruit tree scions and 
geeds in Xopetnari. In #fternoon visited experimental 
Vineyard in Ouirill and collected cuttines of scrape 
vines. 
2. Arrived in Tiflis, visited various stores and 
bought supplies. 
Se In Mflis. Packed and described collected material. 
4 In Tiflis. Shipped Gollected material and attended 
to correspondence. | 
5. In Mflie, Visited Botenical Gardens and sw 
various people. 
7. #$%In Mflis. Ten@ed to correspondence. 
8 In Miflis, Visit t® Botanical Garden and herbarium 
and inspecting the Botaniesal collections, 
9» InTiflis. Packed and described collected material. 


10. In Mflis, Gorrespondence attenfed to. 


ll. In Mflis. Correspondence attended to. 


12. In Tiflis, Visit to Agricultural Society, 
14, In Mflis, Conference with ywarious agricul tural 


specidsists. 
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Packed and described collated plant 


Corresponience attended tO. 


Correspondence attended to and nurseries 


Correspondence attended to and Pagsked 


described collected plant meterial. 


Grains and seeds boucht and packed. 

Packed and described collected mterial. 
Ghipped collected material, Correspondence. 
Packed collected seeds, Correspondence, 


Shipped of f large box with seed, 


Cor¥vespondence attended to, baggage 


Lert Tiflis for Syivan at moor. 


Arrived in Srivan, Visited experimental garden. 


Collected grape vine cuttings and seeds in Srivan. 


Left trivan with collected mterial. 


Mer. 15. In Nflis. 
Material. | 
Mare lt» In Tiflis, 
Mer. 17. In Mflis, 
visited. 
, Mar, 18 In Tiflis. 
and 
War. 19, In TUflis. 
Wer, 21. In Tiflie. 
Wats 22. In Tiflis. 
Mare 23, In Tiflie. 
Ver, 24, In Mflis. 
Sorrespondences 
Mar. 25. In Tiflis. 
repacked. 
Mats 260 
Ware 27s 
, Mar 28, 
Marea 29. 
Mar. 30. 


Arrived in Tiflis. 


Packed and shipped coll ested 


material, Described it on notes. 


Thur, Mar. Sl. In Mflis, Correspondence attended to. 


Respectfully yours, 
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989, 
Tiflis, Caucasus, Russia, 
| April 20, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Pairchilds 
The day before yesterday and yesterday too I have been 
receiving a whole lot of mail and T will firy to onewer some of 
your questions at the very earlisst. 

} well, first why my mil hadn't been kept here by the 
post office officials. That 1s 6 real Russien story. Mirstly, 
it seome tht our Snbassy in St. Petersburg never received my 
telogram from Batoum telling them to retain mail until later on 
and they kept on forwarding my mall to the Amorican Consul tate 
in Batoum until they got my letter informines them to send 14 to 
Baku, Then they sent some there, “hen we wrote the postmaster 
in Beku to forward our mil to Tiflis he did so, but = telegram 
was received by the post office in Tiflie from the Amerloan 
Consul in Batoum asking them to send my mail agnin to him; 
they 414 @o and now 7 find upon inquiry from oar Consul in 
Batoum that the Ruasian port office officials only heave mixed — 
up the names of Meyer and Sechnaider, they resombling somewhat in 
sound one anther and it wee for mil of the last name that the 
Consul had wired. ft seems, however that fame of my mil has be~ 


come loat during all this going te and fro and I am the loser. 


ie a — ae ae 


Row I come to some of your letters; vis., the one of 
March 2, 1910. About some seeds of Prunus jsponica, cbliected 


at Chelsea ag you say. Well, 7 ate some of the frulte while I 
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990, 
was there with Mr. Wileon and instead of throwing the stones 
away I sent them to you, not meaning however, to have them 
' entered under an S.P.1, mmber as the quantitp secured was 
exceedingly etmll ani murserymen not liking, of course, that 
their plants ‘are being carried clandestinely by visitors. 
As such I like to refrain from writing to Mir. Yeitch, but 
would sugeest instead thet you withdraw thie plant No, 26151 
from the inventory and give it privately to somebody» owe 
ever, since correspondence is so much easier from Yashington 
with “mgland, I suggest that you might ask Vesars. Veith 
whether they haven't got some promising fruiting formes of 
various low growing species of ‘runus and if so whether thay 
could give you their suhe ont priegs. ‘You my perhaps men- 
tion that I saw a very nice form of Prunus japonica, sent in 
by Yilson from Western China and having still many fruits on it, 
while I visited their nursery st Combe Woods in September, 1909. 
Letter of Yebrunry 15, i910, about some addresses of 
missi onaries in the Shantung province from whom you my get some 
Ginger rhizomes to be tested in the southwest. 
Vell here there are a few whom I met personally and 
who are nice, reliable people. 
Nev. Taul D. Gergen, American Presbyterian Mi scion, 
Wethsien, Shantung, China. 
tr. Gahs. Lyon, American Presbyterian Mission, chintng~ 
chow via Chinkiang, Jiantung, Chine. 


Rev. “. 3, Hamilton, American Presbyterian Mission, 
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Chinanfu, Shantung, China, 

Rev. Dr. ¥% M» Hayes, Chingchowfu vie Aiaochow, 
Shantung, China, Amerioan Presbyterian Migeion. {A very good 
mn, whom we sent slready seeds of Toxylon pomiferum) 

Rev. Aw 5. Moule, Church of Snglend Mission, Sai-an 
Shentung, China. 

Ref, J, S, whitewright, Miuostional aesociation of 
China, Ghinanfu, Shantumg, China, {You have been already in 
communication with him from Washincton. } 

Of this iiet I think Dr, Hayes is the best, then 
follow Dr. Ghas. lyons Rev. W B, Hamiltong tev. P. D. Sergen; 
Whitewrite and Moule. 

It hope you will sutceed in cattines the roots over 
in sound shape, In case T myself return agein to the Celestial 
Waprie, I will make it a point of getting some good varieties 
of this northern ginger. If I were living in the milder por 
tions of the tinited States, T would have my ginger patch just like 
one has hie sweet potato garden, The Rhigomes need ebout the 
tame storing treatment as sweet potatoes, for eo fer as absence 
of cold is consddered, but they need more moisture during their 
period of rest. 

In my bulletin I aleo wrote something about the ginger 
in Worth China. 

; | | Letter of February 15, 1910, eivine ma a few notes 
| om how small, stunted forms of Amydelus and Prwms make good 
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stocks when grafted to almonds, as by the experience of Prof. 
Mason, My, that is interesting? I never thought that, because 
we graft the pear on the Quince, with the results that the per 
remains considerably smaller as when on its own roots and there 
is alwys « considerable ¢cifference in size between scion and 
stock, When I come back some of these years I would like to 
see more of Professor Mason's work in these lines. Please tell 
Mr, GSwingle not to be afraid ~ won't send in interesting forms 
ef Erums and Amygda lus I meet, only I would like to heave Mr. 
Swingls write me sometimes something, so I may be beter infermed 
and better be on the lookout, 

Letter of February zZ5, 1910, About Mr. Theo. Kryshtofo- 
vich, Agricultural Commissioner of the Russian Government, having 
tallied on you. Yes, q knew from several people here that he wae 
in America, He is going to have quite some power. About the 
interesting verlety of grape growing in the gicinity of GLisavetpol 
yes, I knew of it and the cuttings of it have reached you since, 
ite proper name ig Tairiah, but Handja Gandja, Blane de Gangin, 
these are all synonyme for on account of the many lengusges in 

the Causasue the productions too have names in legio. ‘The red 
varlety of keeping grepe of which Wr. % speaks, too, is *Kigil 
isioum”. We were not able to get lt thie time. I have spoken 
already about this fact to Wr. Ae C, Hollow here, who will try 
to forward it next winter to us. 


ial 


About thie imberesting collection of grapes near Yalta, 


‘ . no we wore never informed about it, perhaps it doesn't exist any 
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any longer, The Botanical Garden at Nikita, however, possesses 
a very large assortment of grapes, but unfortunately they had 
no cuttings to spare of certain rare vearicties, I wanted as I 
wrote you in my letter about it. I am writing Mr. Kalaide 
about the Meregoveky collation of grapes and aleo about records 
of their temperatures, Mir, Malaida and his assistant, an old 
gardener, both testifies that temperatures in the garden had 
done down as low as 15° below Reaumur, nay even 16° but that 
was nearly 3 years ago, when ull the large laurus nobilis and 
many other planta were frozen to the groumd, I still saw the 
results of that freeze on old Leurel clumps. I see your note 
re Agrieultural Society in Mharkov, Southern Russia, for pure 
alfalfa geeds. i will see Mr, Roliow abows this too end let 
ao hear later one 
I also notice whet ir. keyehtofovich gays about 

the Meregovaky coliction of illustrkidons of the best srape 
‘yarietios in 3b, Petersburg. “You gay; “If on your return to 
St. Petersburg you find time to look ati those plates, etc." 
Do you think there is much chance for me to return there? 

| ter of February 25, i210. And this Cicer of which 
Wr, Engel told me so much is after all only a Lathyrus sativus; 
Yale see the inventory list that the statement of Mr. sngel 
in regard to this legume as producing 500—600 poods per desertine 
had only been magnified 10 times! 
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Letter of March 4, 1910. About the olives of Nikita. 
As I said already, I am writing Mr. Kalaida for more details of 
his olives, On your questions I must say this; The Russians 
in the Crimea know very little themselyes about these hardy 
Olives. They found them there when they annexed the country, 
they are survivals of ancient Creek plantations and only the 
hardiest have remained. ‘The trees produce large fruits, tut 
are not as productive as some other varieties; the fruits are 
nearly always used salé=picded. There is not enowsh of them 
to use them for o11 production. You ask if these trees are 50 
valuable why have not the Russians propagated them and planted small 
Plantations in the Crimea, Yes, why not? ‘the Russians are not 
as energetic as other nations and they could do many a.thing 
others have done long ago, bute=--=-, Well, to be less severe, 
there are after all few places in the Urimea where the cols is 
occas ionally not too severe on olives and as such, peopls plant 
but little of them. ‘Then these olives are not named as yet and 
apparently not described, and therefore rather difficult to dis-e 
seminate. 

You want my opinion as to the advisability of dissem 
inating widely such a variety for trisl. Well, my opinion is 
this, let us first test thom ourselves in several rather uncone 
genial localities and then afterwards we can give the public 
some, but not now as yet. 

About photos of them, I sent you three, Nos. 457, 458 


and 459. I hope they reached you since, 
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Letter of March 7, 1910, containing copy of the 
two letters Dr. W. Ae Murrill sent us regerdin;; fungit I 
Gollected. ‘Thank you for the information. I also got the 
cards regarding fruits in Bokhera (Burnes Travels in Bokhare) 
furnished by Mr, U. Py Hedrick of Geneva, New York. Strange} 

Mr, Hedrick thought of us and I of him in asking you to send 
him some specimens of the dried fruite of Prunus institia from 
Erivan. 

Letter of Wiarch 21, 1910, re Medicagos to be found and 
especially to make herbarium moteris] of them. Yes, now thet the 
geagon of shipping live material is drawing to a close, I will have 
more opportunity of collecting herbarium specimens, I have bought 
already & good supply of peper and pressing forms ahd have collected 
already a few nice plants, like Pirus salicifolie in bloom, various 
Juniperus, Gamgeans, etc, About Mr. Cook’s outfit for mypt and 
Palestine, yes, I will be very much interested in it. I hope, in 
inhi you send some samples, that they will reach m, because it 
seems that samples and printed matter do not reach me readily. 

Ho, I know you are all right in remembering me once in 
awhile what new things they expect of me; I got, however, a 
letter from Mr. Dorsett, in a sort of paternal tone, about send. 
ing photographs along with shipments or shortly after them. Well, 
this shows he never was in regions away from civilization and I 


will have to accept it in that wy. Betwenn you ami me, however, 


I feel as you probably have felt, too, that the office of an 


agricultural explorer soon will cease to be a one-man proposition 
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and thet the work will have to be split up between a trained 
photograther, an economic botani st and an pbeanterrerive and 
executive clark, and such men have to have the knowledge of 

a few languages, besides being hardy and of happy dispositions, 

Letter of March 21, 1910, Yes, I would like to see 
how things ave getting along in the office. You got ever so 
mach better people now as when I was in China, when & name- 
sake of mine was ruining my plants in Chico and others didn't 
Care how things went along. Let us hope we will keep it up 
and improve besides, 

You don't quite like it that T am moving about in 
a mild-wintered region as the material found will be of value 
only to the mre southern perts of the United States, Yes, 
that is 80 more or lees, but then we have a state of Texas 
where many of the things I am finding now will feel at home 
and the drought-resisting species of Pirus and frumus are of 
great value to tie semiearild sections of our Great Land, 

That I hope to round up, as you say, some especially 
hardy things, yes, that is my wish too. Brt--how much ¢ime 
have I left yet? I do wish you would give me your private 
opinion how long 1 will have a chance to be kept out in the 
field. If it be short, then you know pretty well what T will 

do. If it is long, I will stick to it, notwithstanding all 
sorts of inconveniences, | 

Iam very glad Dr. Galloway is improving so finely 


and tht he really has seen what our office has been doing in 
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997, 
Southern Florida, I never liked to see the Miami Gerden 
given up like a worn-out pair of boots, we are in America 
80 Very much behind in the matter of having collections of 
live plants, that a South Florida Botanical Garden could 
safely be estebli shed, 

I saw the clippings you kindly sent about the fight 
in Congress, 1%, we have no Associated Press despatches here 
in this land and American news is as rare es snow in Mey, 
so it is always very welcome, Anyth ing about Gol. Roosevelt 
interests me, too. I see he oubemnal safe and sound from 
Central Africa and is now in “urope. 

Letter of Varch 26, 3910, about my teal~letter 
reaching you wis days before. Glad it was of interest 
enough to have it copied, poor stemgramers, my sympathy 
to them] 

Then I received 9 postal cards, dated February 20, 
March 4, March 7, Warch 14, March 17, Harch 19, March 26, 
March 26, and March 28, 4710, all announcing receipt of parcels 
samples and mail. It seems thet my shipments are reaching 
‘Washington in fairly good time and in rather good condition. 
I am also in receipt of the Bulletins of F,?.I. Nos. <6 and 
28. Woo 27 haan tumed up ag yet. There are as usual 
several interesting things in them. ‘Menara. Perkins & Mollison 
are sending quite some good things, I see. MY observations, 
too, occupy # good bit of smeoes; and the Doekoe, Ramboetan 


and Poelasan are at lest really intmduced? there are we going 
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to plant thems what a pity the Panama proposttion has fallen 
through. 

There is one mumber 26646649, Rrumus sibirica, Meyer's 
introductions, Well, I haven't got the slightest notion what 
this is. I never sent anything of this nature from Steglite 
near Berlin, | 

Where is the Rwai Yuan district in China where those 
pomegranates come from {26794~797). I never heard of such 
fine pomegranates in Chinn, ‘hat is the botanical name of the 
Guareree plant of North Korea, Mr. Je De Hubbard sent us seeds 
of? 

I hope to get some more mail yet these days otherise 
& lot is lost and in ease there were matters of importance in 
gome of these letters I will keenly feel their Lone. In ease 
the financial Letter covering my ace unts for the period of 
October 1, 1909 to December 51, 1909, doesn't reach me within 
wee weeks I will have to ask you for another copy of it, 

I hewen't found a mitable interpreter os yet, IT am 


in correspondence with one and Mr. Rollow will look out for 


me, too. I also will send you some seeds yet, within « day 


‘ He or so and after that I hope to le:ve for Pjatigorsh to the North 








of hear where a successful German collector of plants lives, 
who knows Turkestan well and who may be willing to go with me, 
T want a somewhat experience man who knows local conditions, 
for otherwise one has no end of difficulties, I am still 


somewhat sore from my cart accident, espeially my left shoulder 
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Respectfully yours, 
PRANK N. Mey 
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Tiflis, Caucasus, Russia, 

| April 22, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Herewith I am sending you per Russian parcel post 
2 packages marked D.A. I, DeA. TI. They contain 16 separate 
packages and bDage of seeds, Nos. 1315a - 1330a, inclusive, 
and one sample of very long, blue raisins. | 

I had expected to keep the seeds until I could fill 
@ large case full, but i didn’t find much of interest in the 
line of grains and legumes in Elisavetpol and vicinity and 
cone lude now better to ship things off. 

I enclose the inventory notes belonging to this 
shipment in duplécate and trust they give the information 
desired. About this Eriven alfalfa, did Professor Hansen 
introduce them already? I suppose it we well known however, 
in America, isn't it? If, however, the statement I heard in 
Elisavetpol should be true; viz., that it is much longer 
lived than the Turkestan alfaifa, then it is really a valua~- 
ble vatiety. 

The beans, No. 1519a and 13520a, I would like to 
see given special treatment. They ought to go out Vest 
somewhere and the watermelons, muskmelons and cucumbers, too. 
The Arlington furm is no place for things coming from these 
sentsaria Climates here» 

In the Pistachio nuts, No, 1328a, Mr. Swingle may 


be interested and in the Proso, No. 1580a, and the wheat, 
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No. 1530a, Mr. Carleton. 
I enclose herewith a traveller's note about Torkestan, 
which I found im duplicate among ay notes. 
Hoping this shipment reaches you again in coed con- 
dition, I remain 
| Yours reapectrully, 


PRANK N. MEYER, 


Tiflis, Caucasus, Russia, 
April 24, 1910. 

Dear Mr. Doraett: 

I am in receipt of several letters of yours which 
I will herewith anewer in deteil. ‘There is one among then, 
dated February 16 , 1910, upon which I heve te say something 
more than usual, 

You ask me namely, whether it wouldn!t be cogsible 
fer me to send ghotographs along with the material, or in as 
short as oosgible a time after the material has been mailed. 


Well, I really thought you knew more about the way things go 


‘dn some seml-~civiiized lenis, If you had been, for dusteance 
2 a 


in Mexico so close a coutry to the United States, you vould 
have found out that photographers are not as plentiful there 
a8 in Americe and that good phetegraphers are ss searce as white 
crows. Well, here in Russia it is exactly the same. Phote- 
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graphke is still ome of the new arta here and the workaang ngpio 
of the very greater osrt of shotes ia sincly sboninabled Tn 
ease it would be considered an absolute necessity te here vhotcs 
ge along with a shipment, well, then « competent shetographer 
hea to go along with a full outfit. IT myself sonnet de «ll 
things and I have baggage enough already, s@ thet T deeling tk 
have all the parapnanalia with me that might enable me to 
develop, print, peste, etc. You will clesrliy see this, I 
trust. 

Taen you say, thet you found out that the crejecta 
woich are of crime importance are not sufficiently Lllustreted 
Uy photographs and detailed sugplementary notes. Yes, such 
things are trae, of courses. By work is oloncer work in the 
real sense of the word. When you study the verious thinge of 
this world, you will find out that nothing is leorned in all 
details ua very first time, One accuires one's knowledse by 
bite ent pieces. About the Persimmone you will find cuite 
seme informetion seattered thorough sy letiers from the field 
and in the fruit section of my coming bulletin. And then, of 
course, I would like you te bear im mind that China end ether 


Orientel lands are not the places ware it ig so very cosy te 


4 
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are thousands of actters yet in Chine elone, on which more light 
is needed. We are after all only cutting cut « few steos in the 


mountain of knowledge and others have to mount by our steps 
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Well, this is enough about this utter, Some talks would 
ba better for you oni I, but ef course, that de eut of the 
cueation. | 

Well, now I come to your letters. There are 7 im oll, 
dated February 12, February 16, February 21, Pebruary 26, 
Merch 2 (2 letters) and Mareh 24. 


r 1.2 announces that my Nos. 3268-404 









LB tells me that Nos, 570-376, 
inclusive, have been received. es 

Letter of February 22 cives more information re die~ 
posal of Nosl 386-404. 


or of February £6 infomme me the arrive], of Nes. 





406-412 inclusive and of No, 415. I alao see in thig Letiar 


that the 4 jiana may really become a god thing 





fer America, I certainly hepe it will. You say that the 
cherry doesn't seem to feel, congenial on it. Well, in China 





I never saw the real cherry (Geresus |} grafted on it, only 
a relative (Prunus tomentoga) the bush cherry. Did Professor 
Magon also try it in the desert as an admend ateck? Tt is not 
a real, desert plant, however, slthough 1% is tentent with little 
water. I am sorry to see that thie Amygdalus didn't make a shew 
at Brownsville, but then, you know it may be just a trifle tee 
warn for it there in thet winterless climate. I sqnetimes think 
that - people in America have a nore satisfactery task in 
taking cere of imported material than the mom in the foreign 
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field, where mail gets astray and whe oucks up againat 2 ausber 
of things about which one decen@t write. ; 

Well, then there is your letior of Wareh 21, T, 
annguncing receipt of Nos. 421-440 inelusive , Nea, 452 and 
454-461 inclusive. 


Ly nenthoning receipt of Hes. 





408, 413-418 and 420. 
The last letter, Via., of Warch S24, gives me the 
information that Nos. 468-456 have been received. 
It seeus that in general my shipments seem to lend 
in fairly good shape, although it often seems to take a devil 
of a time te reach the Department. I esmnet cuite explein 
that. 2 see, for instance, from a cardy dated April i, lela, 
and poaeived. by ne this morning, that it tok Nos. 450-454 
and 441-451 about a month te reach Waghingten, as T had 
despatched them on February 22. 
Well, postal matters are, like everything here in 
Ruasia, about a century beaind the time and one is subjected 
to all sorts of red tape in shipping off anything of value. 
The last days there ia a reign of terror bere, the police 
avvecting people right and left. iy interpreter and the 
assistant were beth held up already by these se~oalled cuardians 


; of peace. 





One only wonders how leng this dewa-tiredden peaple is 


going to gtand thia. 
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Well, Goodbye. Best regards alse to our fellow 
workers in the office, | 
Very truly yours, 





ae i K. MEYER. 


P.8, Please note change of address ti11 Gthers alse take 


notet c/o Awerican Consul, Batoun, Russia. 


Tiflis, Ceucagua, Russia, 
April 24, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

This morning I received 4 official pest cards from 
you dated March 31, 1910 and April 1, 1910, anneuncing verious 
shipments. 

I alse s#@t you, per Russian percel post, thig mori 
ing & packege containing 10 photographic plates which are 
| I hepe they reach you wibre@ken. IT 





am uot going to buy any more plates, They are too heavy and 
require teo mich esare; fim packs are really just as good 
and very much easier handled. I alse enclese an illustrated 


$ serves here 





postal showing the way Pap. 

its purpose as a street iid, 
Then I reeeived a letter from the Savings Trust Ge. 

| of St. Leuis which letter I herewith enclese. 1 wrote these 
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people that 1 would turn their letter ever to my Departuent 
for advice and hope you may put it im the hands of ir. Husmann 
who may suggest some good grapevine varieties. = may say that 
this My. Paul A. Reps, of whom Mr, Tayler writes, is a Russian 
who emigrated to St. Lewis and has been in correspondence with 
me, giving mé some advices about the Saucasus, ite creducte and 
conditions. He has ben talking apparently to varieus peeple 
about our corresponiensesiip. I aige wish te draw your atien- 
tion te my change ef adress, it being now ¢/@ American Consul, 
Batoum, Rugsia. I hepe te lese less wnt that I have bees gub-- 
jected to of Inte, : 

With best of greetings, alse te all in ine office, fT 
remain 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK 0, MEYER 





Tiflis, Caucasus, Russic. 
April. 24, 1910. 
Dear itr. Fairchilds | 
Herewith I am sending yOu enclesed 56 ohetes snd 
26 films. The phetes are numbered from 515 te 550 inclusive 
and have weltten om them what they arey where and when taken 
and some other things besides. 10 plates I will send you 


separately be parcel post. 
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Trusting this package reaches you in goed condition, 
I remain 
Respectfully yours, 
PRANK N, EYER 


Tiflis, Gaucasuae, Russia, 
April 27, 1910. 
D ear Mr. Fairchild 
Herewith EB am sending you per registered Russian 
sample post 1 package marked Botenical Material ana centaining 
the follewing things. 


1 package of seeds of Cerasus srostreta. 


: 4 R 8 Ld 





" " <d¥seas#d tealeaves from Chakva. 

x ® Galis on wild rose. Tiflis. 

fn * Rust on Rega sp. Tiflis. 

% * 8  \¥8 wild grasa. Geok-~Tapa. 

s * * " Tulipa Highleri. Geok-Tepa. 
" © Tris Ibericg. Geok-Tapa. 


sal ® Scales on Tiflis. 





$ " Wasp coccoen on Gerberis gp. Tiflis. 
#  Puffballs, Helenendor?. 
ie * Lichens on susburmed recks. Elisavetpel. 
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The seeds of thie wild, dwarf cherry 
@ught to go to Grice and perhaps iy 
The other material may be divided up between our different, 






huss mroga tid’ 


specialists. 
Trusting this material will arrive in good condition, 
I remain 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N. MEYER. 


Pietigersk, Caucasus, Russia, 
Way 8, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Pairchila: 

This time you find me in Piatigersk, a tom in the 
northern part of the Caucasus and @ place 1 came te te have an 
interview with a Mr, Ea. Ryasel, a plant eollecter, ghe visited 
the Pamir 9 times and went all through Gemtrel Asia, Russian~ 


and Ghinese Turkestan, parts ef Mongelia, of Persia and nearly 





the whole of the Causcsus are al) well-kn om territories for 
him, We are now in negotiation with him about him accompanying 
me on this txip through Gentval Seia. Wie demends are somewhat 
high, really « little bit too high; via., 200 roubles per uonth 


and everything tres, ineluding nedicines and travel clething. 


«£ eousider it too much and have effered 100 reubles per month 


without clething, but ea usual all other things included. He 
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L008, 
has refused that, tut it seeme that we moy gettle at 150 per 
month and some little things added 





He has, however, a nursery 
here and several private interests and up te this mement he 
haan't been able te decide definitely. 

The present interpreter, Pjielstrup ia bis name, 
wast be back in St. Petersburg within « few weeks and the 
agsiatent I have with me te leek after the baggage end packing 
end ¢leaning of things is teo umeducated te ect ax an inter- 
preter in these diffieult outlying parts @f Russis. In Tiflis 
or Elisevetpol I was unsble te preeure a satisfactory many 
so for people on this world are resliy enough interested in 
this work to throw their energy inte 1+. They want a stir? 
salary and simply enjey themselves. That is the main treuble 
with my present men, toe. It reelly seems a fellew has to be 
born for this kind of work. 

Roday ig Sanday and let ue heve the last holiday fer 
gome time to come, for the Russians have made the whele past 
week practically into one big holiday, it being the celebrated 
Easter week. Banks and post offices closed, people absent or 
intoxicated, etc.; such things are common here. Wa made a 
splendid trip from Tiflis to Wladikevkac, right through the 
heart of the Caucasus. We left Tiflis on Thursday morning, 
April 28, and arrived Tuesday, Nay 5, im Wiadikowkas. As 
we had at least the pleasure of being om the read instead of 


lay, Mondey end fueadey were holidays anyway, 
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sitting somewhere in a city. Om Mondsy morning, Bay 2, we 
experienced a good suewsterm yet, while in clevations of 
’ between 7000 and 





8000 feet altitude and our whiskers frose, 
but in the afternoon we had descended already s@’far that we 
were again in green valleys with trees sil over the mountains, 

The road we went by ie the famous Grusineky military 
read and we passed some real natehless acenery. In the vallers 
wild pears, apvleg, plums and cherries were in full bligen, bat 
on the higher tops and plateaus wegeiation was still cevered 
with a heavy blanket of snow. Tf found several Medicages and. 
¢clovers as you will sce from the inventory netes I send you 
and made quite a pack ef herbarium material, but otherwise 


i didn't see much of economic interest fer us. In autumn it 


2 


by 


must be somewhat better when grasses and otner possible forage 


A 


plants for elevated regions are in seeda. It seems that the 
Gaucagua will give America quite a few goed things yet. I am 

4 i aetting information 21 the time about new things. Now, i. 

Ryssel has been telling me sgiin about a very hardy variety 


Loum) srawing in high 





of black currant 
Re regions in the northwestern section of the Caucasus 
where it gets minug 40° Reaumr and wkere in early May 4% stil 
registers often minus 15° B. There is mich variation among these 


 gurrant bushes in regard to fruitfulneas end size of berries. 
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Then there is a wonderful variety of eweet table 
grape in a mountain village tear the northeast ceaast ef the 
Gaucasua, having berries of . sise like Reine-Claude plums 

There are alse quinces there im that section weigh 
ing up to 2 lbs. epleee and fit te be eaten like apples, 
after they have laid a ceuple of months, 


Then there is a native specie of Asparagus (A. vor 





Siciikatugs) of which the thing, green young sprouts make an 
excellent vegetable, of a mich sore picuant taste then our 


ordinary asparagus. I tasted them now several times and they 


are excellent indeed. 
Then there is the large fruited Gapparia 





promising new pickle fox America. It eam be grown im our dry, 
warm regions ef southern Galifornia and Arisene. ir. Rysasl 
will ssaist ug in getting some of these thimcs. Gmly he is 
somewhat commercially inelined and we Firat will talk torus 

: before ordering. 

Well, I hope to settle matters here within a day or — 
two and will then leave aleng the east const for Raku, investi- 
gating the table grape industry of Derbent, a city famous fer 
its delicious table grapes of keeping cuslities. When Mr. 
Ryasel does not go with me, I may not enter Mntrel Asia frea 

| Krasnawodsk but will try te get me a men from cous of the 
| German Colonies along the Wolca ond ge vie Orenburg to Tashkent. 
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Well, I remain with best of greetings te you ail, 
Yours respectfully, 
WRANK N, MEYER. 


Piatigersk, Caucasus, Russia, 
7 May 8, 12910. 
Dear Mr, Pairchilds 
Yesterday I sent you per resisteved Russian sample 
post, 28 small packages, containing roota and other uwaterial. 


I herewith give a list of the numbers of these packages. 


772 8 packages 77@, 1 package 

7738 2 * 778, 4 packages 
74 -%' 4 780,10” 
i 75 3 * 71,1 1" 
oH 776 18 7aay1 
i a ,4 . * 


I also enclege the imventery notes belencing te this 
shipment. All this naterial was collected on our jeuracy fron 
TMflis to Wladikavkas, which lasted 6 deya end which trio I 
made entirely on foot. 

Aa you see, nearly all the veots are of Medicacos 


and I am in hopes that « few valuable species or varieties 





(B£6L 
ehh were agstteor 0 sued. phe skecatd ightel 


ON, BMIOZ an agathoy adahawmt il WATRANS 





bn 
> 
oh 
4 
# 
ae 
% 
¥ 
> 
pF 
¢ 





Aik MTR ole MM: tit eRe Ot, sabi: Ne ¢ gies hd a 
ae . @bibdordat rel. tes 
atres. tog soy guen I vabretaal Cc Sore 
febred es ae bom adeoe gokatad soo csopeinsg Lana BS yeaoq 
silos agedd | ne neninaa: % geiiw evty Utiwered I 
 apgarigag hk Q@TTon - aageaingg 2 SEMcerag 
Big QR Le pra hel We £oay Pow 
Re BR GBT cose cobra ath, os Seale Ce 

hiv rondion, hit pee BE Wonty 
* oo £ year Sto genial QR tata 

See ee ee eee ee 
aidd o¢ asimaplod aedem \uednevad ent eaniene ends Kine oo ove 
NOEL Yoots, tO se badoodon. cow Lakota aid 116) tame, 
I gitd cote. bos wyeb 8 batmed dotde eammrnebern 














eS te ea ae ee tage se as 
eset aS 5 2 Sieh: Se nae Sen ae ™ as 


popaelbed 0» one, scowr sed Lhe ylusom see 2 8 















Will. be found among then. ‘The specialists in eur Department 
will no doubt give them the best care and lecation passibic. 
In the package marked 00, there is a small, package 
with Medicage seeds, No. 1338a, also a few seadpeds and leaves 
of a Medicage of which reste sent under Ne. 781. Thea there 





a few very large lichens te be given te gomeone interested in 


then. 
Trusting that ali this material reaches you im goed 
shape, I remat 





Respectfully veurs, 
FRANK N, MEYER. 


Wladikavkas, Oaueasus, Russia, 
May if, 1910. 
Dear Mr, Fairchilds 
Last night, at midnight, T reached again this city 
which I visited some days ao. It is, however, ageiust my wish 
that I am here and fer the feliewing reasons: By passport hed 
to be renewed on account ef my Leving been in Russia 6 senths. 


In Piatigorsk they declared theugelves incempetent te de it 





and I had to return to a oity where & governor resides. Now 
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L014. 

I am here and although we were et epening time in the effice, 
the necessary or rather wmnecessary formalities could net be 
finished until closing time errived (only at 2 PW.) and I 
will have to stay another dey and await further caiffieulties. 

_ I herewith enclose « letterhead of Mr. E&. Ryssel, 
the new interpreter, who, when no further complications arise, 
will enter my service on June 1, 1910. His familly and friends 
do not agree with his om intentions of geing with me and they 
#till may keep him back. As pregent affairs gtend, he will 


come to us in Baku and I hope to ship off the present inter 





preter as soon as we have jandec there, which may be a feri~ 
night hence. The assistant got an attack of dysentery and is 
far from well. And so we move along in this part of the clebe, 
just like a family, having serry and pleasure interchanging. 





I remain with kind greetings, alao te 211 in the 
office, 
Yours respectfully, 


FRAN N, McYER 
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1018, 
Baku, Gaucagua, Rusaia. 
May 22, 1910. 
Dear Me. Dorsotis 
From the last letters that case te hand, T see that 





you are tevding entirely t6 the shipping 
our exploration business and ag “re. Pairchild hes se mach ether 





correspondence, I will address letters of this nature im the 


future to you. 





ard oe he We te 
§ packages, all 


Well, I am sending you herew$th 


Marked 763 and containine 





the packages went by Rus@ian sample vest (Rewistered) but the 
large one had to go by parcel post, although I sce from my 
dast shipments that a package by parcel pest remaina many | 
weeks longer on the read than one sent by sawpie post. Fhe 
roots, however, were too large and tee heavy and the post 


effice declined te accept them as samples. 





I enclose herewith the inventory notes belanging te 


this shipment, in duplicate. I eould say more cbout this 





caper plant but the thiag is so well know already that I 


ed te “Burbank® such om old acquain« 





otherwise might be suspec 
tance of horticulture. 

Tt suggest that the plants be sent te 2 few af @ur 
Testing Stations in the arid or aemi-arid southwest sections 
of our country, like te den Antonio, to Yma, to Indie and te 
Chico. Of eotirse, if the thing has bee nh experimented with 
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ims. 
already, then my advice I will censider as uot written. 
I received several letters from sou and tenerrer 
i expect a few more anc then I will answer them all im « 
bunch. Hoping this aferementioned moterial, reaches you in 
good condition, I re main with kindest regards, 
Very traly yours, 





Baka, Gaucasus, Russia, 
lay 27, 1910. 
Dear tir, Dorsett: 
Herewith I am sending you by registered Russiam semple 


post § packages marked 764 and containing roots ef Hedicag 





‘IT alse enclose herewith the inventory note, belonging te this 
number, in duplicate. As the region areund Baku is mild eheugh 
to allow olivea te remain out of deers im somewhat protected 
places, I suggest that these Medicagos be planted sa that they 
Car, be protected from the winter's eeld witil they have bern 
seeds. 


I got several letters and cardia from you these Iast 





days and this morning I received a letter from Mr. Fairenild 
dated May 2, 1910, in whieh he states that seme of uy recent 
i merely +o the Departmen 
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culture, Washington, g. Cy U.8. America, BtG., axed, thay One 
of these packages was referred te the Libary. Well, I cannet 
understand how thig is pessible. Firstly, every one of my 


packages whether it goes by parcel post er by registered sample 


post, has an official lable attached to it by streng string and 


on that label it is always stated what the comtents are. Om 
the packages themselves I alwoys write the address of the 
Department in. pencil, but very often the space is set Large 
enough to admit of more addresses than merely the Department, 
etc., as the addreas in Russian also has te be writtion on 14 
by order of the Russian Postal authorities. Of course, in case 
such an official tag has been taken off, then there ia a likeli- 
hood that seme other office received our shipmcnts, put-—our 
mailing clerks who are receiving auch shipments surely knaw the 
difference between a parcel with plants and a publication and 
in case they do net, they should be given seme talk about being 
less dull. I alse am far from pleased abeut the deley my shig~ 
ments are subjected te; in case I em to blame, T would be toe 
glad te hear the reasons why. Tm ease the pestal autherities 
are, either in Anerios or in Russia, I trust yeu or Mr, Fair- 
ghild will write a strong letter about it, if necessary through 
the Secretary. I pay aufficiently peatage, aubmit te all sorts 
ef rules from the Russian authorities and I positively see ne 
reason why our shipments sh@uld not receive the earliest of 
@ccommodations, either in Russia or enywhere else. J am losing 
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1016, 

personal mall too hoere in thie land end it seems anything 
that one really wants to reach one has to be registered. 

Within e dey I hope to ship off « box with seeds 
and herbarium materials I have a herd tim in getting the 
Plants perfectly dry. ‘then my old interpreter left me and 
the new one has not turned up es yet. I expect him, however, 
within a day or two. Me as¢istant is as yet far from well, 
being quite weak from hie attack of disentery; f think he will 
have to co home to recuperste, for it wouldn’t vay me to tke 
him with me to hot Central asia. 

Well, later on more. With best of wishes, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 


PRANK WH. MSYER. 


Baku, Caudagus, Russia, 
May 27, 1910. 
Dear Wir, Falrohilds 
Today is again a woek since we arrived here and 

although I was in hopes that Mr. Rysaol, the new interpreter, 
might have been able to come somewhat quicker, he sent me a 
telegram that he wenke arrive on the 23th ep that is tomorrow, 
he eld one has left already for two daye mow. I do not mise 
him mmsch, for he we siggularly imactive of late and found out 
"practically nothing. i 


Pet ow 
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Wid. 

Iam in receipt of quite some letters from you these 
last three days and I will herewith answer wen, 

Letter of April 2, 1910, about a gell on Rose sp, new 
to the entomological collection and a copy of part of Dr. Hower€’s . 
letter, I wonder why Dr. Howard wants me to be instructed to 
confine my future sendings only to scale Sneects and galls. 

Letter of April 8, 1910. About preserved loquats. 
Well, I certainly made e mistake and meant kumquat, as you per~ 
haps penseives in reading. Xbout the woodnut oil tree being of 
value in the United States, well, If think Mexico and the moun- 
tains of Porto Rico, Cuba, the Hawaiian Islands, etc., will be 
found better suited, not only for more equable climes but the 
three first also for the cheap labor supply they possess, 

Letter of April 11, 1910, What a pity this wax 
cylinder of yours broke with the 1000 word letter on it to me 
about the batiboos. I am very glad indeed you find Wr. Sehultes 
such a good man in looking after our bamboos. You gay that he 
informed you that he successfully rooted portions of stems of 
bamboose Yes, but what kinds; Mr. de Lehaie says that it can 
be done with Bambuen and Arundinaria, but not with Phyllostachys. 

I wonder if Mr. Sehultz rooted the last one, if as, he will 

advance bamboo culture enormously! About that bamboo smmt, my, that 
is terrible! It seems that every new introduetion gets some kind 
of a plague upon it straight away. About Vr. de Lehaie, yes, as 
long as the world is divided yet in different countries and each 


country requires a different citizenship, so long men like lr. 
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1020. 


de Lehaie will find difficulties in working to the world's 


greatest advantage. About publishing some parte of my letters, 


true, at present our Department has not the facilities for it. 

Let us publish a weekly, then we can do it! If the Am rican 
Horticultural siete were more of the nature of a Sardener'’s 
Chronicle, then muy things could go in thems as things are at 

the present, I believe they hardly ever publish anything about the 
exploration part of our work, do they? I am glad you found my 
photos all right, ‘The bad ones excepted, of course, Yes, some 
ten years hence we may partake together of a lunch in the bamboo 
forest at Brookevlile and then the demand will come for more 
bamboos Like it is already in the Qian where factories in 
Tiflis are being supplied with bamboo Ganes grown near Batoum and the 
demand exceeds the supply. 


letter of April 11, 1910, with enclosure of copy of 





Mr. EB. Parkinson's letter from Old Bokhara. I notice what Mr, 
Parkinsons says in regard to the district where he lives, pretty 
well explored by Professor Hansen, Well, we will just see; in 
akimmed milk there is often some cream left yet? 


Letter of April 12, 1910, re photograths received. 





And you will use aome of them at once, all right. I do not 
retain any, so of course I run the risk of coming back some 
of these —_ and findl ng that all of the photos have been 
used already in some way ax another, but of course, thet can 


not be helped. Pxploration ie the rougher end of our work, 
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but also that part where one sees and experiences something 
néw all the time and im regard to photos, I think I better 
take the liberal side of it and give you the full use of them, 

About belljars, well, my own opinion is too, that 
in and around Washington they are not going to be of great use; 
however, to root tree and shrub cuttings, they will be found 
excellent when placed om a shady place. lvergreens, for in- 
stance, root very mach better underneath such bell jars than 
in a frame or greenhouse. You are quite right; the only and 
the best way to find out is to try! 

This Pinus fauricum seems to be synonymous with P. 
Laricio, but of this there are many quite distinct varieties. 
Te P.0. I sent you was merely to illustrate how marvellously 
well it sueceéds even in barren rocks and I do think it is 
worth being experimented with eas a shade and timber tree in 
some of the drier sections of the South “est. About the Little 
| Gamera, yes, Tt willtry to send it back, only the postal 
. | authorities here decline to have a parcel valued and in case 
| I send it whthout value, it may never reach you, like some 
| - photos T sent my sister ane like many newspapers and magazines 
that never reach me. 

Letter of April 15, i910, with enclosures of a copy 
of Vice Consul Nightingale's report on his trip to the tea 
districts of Fukien. uy kind thanks to you for sending me this 
report which I find quite interesting, though, of course, not 


technical, which couhdn't be expected. As [ only wanted to 
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borrow this report, I am returning it herewith to you, together 
with an old letter of yours bearing upon this same subject, from 
which Iam relieved now, Did the tea plants arrive in good 
state? The photos I hope to see some day when I return unless 
there ig so much more to be seen than I will have watte forgotten: 
all about it. 

Letter of April 14, 1910, re Dracaena indivisa leaves 
being used asa tying saterial. Sorry it waen't a novelty to 
Mr. Hussmann. 

Latter of April 20, 1910, re samples of tobacco I sent 
with the remarks of Ir. ©. © Garner, in charge of Tobdsceo 
Investigations. I am very pleased to hear thewe samples are 
#o well appreciated by those interested in them. 4n omniforous 
habit in our profession is not altogether harmful, isn't it? 

Letter of April 21, 1910. Tam very pleased to see 
you have taken up correspondence with Mr. Rollow at once. He 
is a fine fellow, only too glad tos asiet us and it will be 
mutually of great benefit if you and he get to know the needs 
of various sections of both the Caucasus and certain parts of 

America and actively exchange material. 

| Letter of April 22, 1910, about the hardiness of 
various Phyllostachys in the Causasus ani whether perhaps 
hardiersstraine have been developed. No, I hardly think so, 


8 
for their culture is really too recent for that; however, the 


winters in the Caucasus are in generel not of that changeable 


rature that we experience in the Bestern parts of the United 


States and core equently plants suffer less, even if an unusually 
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cold spell is experienced. 

Letter of April 25, 1910, in which you tell me that 
you couldn’t find any difference in taste between the ordinary 
coffee and the sample of soy bean coffer I sent you. I hadn't 
expected that, but I suppose you used plenty of cream in it 
and then it tastes wonderfully like eoffee which is not too 
strong; taking it however without any milk, then it is decidedly 
less arcmatically bitter than the produce of Coffea arabica. 

I have dome as you wished and have sent the firm Argot in 
guirili & money order for 5 roublea which is 5.60 roubles for 
12 tins of coffee at 30 Kopecks per tin, and the remainder 
coverimg postal charges. I trust you will receive it « month 
or #o from now. IT am Looking with ecurprige and delicht at the 
large pioture postal you enclosed representing in suth a realis- 
tic way the beautiful Téo. It is a eplendia idea this scheme 
of yours and Pr. Dorsett, in bringing before the public in such 
& novel way, @ new introdugtion. A question: isn't the cost 

| rather large of such cards? If not, several of our better 
introductions will find a more appreciated redeipt perhaps, 

if accompanied by such a card, as when coming simply in the 
form of material alone. 

Then this People’s Garden Association, of which Fr. 
Dorsett also sent me some newspaper clippings, is a good thing 
‘not only for the city of Washington, but siso for fostering a 


greater love for plants among residents of the capital. I hope 
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to see many reforms effected by them, when I come back some 
of these years; I hope they will establish e Botanical Garden 
and Arboretum, too, in some beautiful spot im the environs of 
Washington. It will give you, however, still more work, won't 
it? 

Letter of April 25, 1910, re hazelnuts occurring 
near Trebizand and Kerasund and Mr. Taylor’s remarks. Yes, [ 
thought he would be interested in them. ‘Theat is the reason 
I sent plants and cuttings of 5 native warieties of the Cau- 
Casus, Hos. 430-434 inclusive, which numbers were received, 
but I believe in rather poor shape as Mr. Dorsett wrote me 
under date of April 6, 1910, In case they are stone dead, 

Mr, Rollow will be able to duplicate them again. In regard 
to these hazelnuts and filberts, could you please inform me 
in a next letter in what section of America they really thrive 
well. I have sent you a few times samples of hazelnuts, which 
I hope reached you; for large quantities of fresh mts, I 
suppose the New York market is almost as good, if not better, 
than our markets here, for I was assured thet London and New 
| York take the larger and better part of the ontpnt of Cau easian 
P and Asia Minor hazelnuts. 
| Letter of Pay 2, 1910. mis is the last of the lot 
and you tell me in it about some troubles thet you are exper 
fencing with my mail. Well, I wrote about thie already this 
morning to Mr. Dorsett and I would be pleased if you talked 


with him about these matters. In case somethingsis wrong with 
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1025. 
my methods, I will be glad to correct them, but os I see it, the 
‘ postal authorities and the clerks attending to the distribution 
of mil are guilty and I trust you or Mr. Dorsett will find out 
end let me hear about it. I may not return any mre to this 
land after having oroseed the Caspian Sea and fT hate to have 
lost through mere "nonchalance” any shipments thet I mocked in 
and wrote about in a rather painstaking way. 

Then, I received a Letter from my former Chinese in- 
terpreter, Chow Hat Ting; you remember probably the one who 
went with Mr. Sowers of the Carnegie Magnetic Survey. Well, 
he ia in poor streits. Ho left Wr. Sowers hear Tashkent and 
wanted to return again to Peking. He became sick, however, 
and had to stay apparently for over 6 months somewhere near 
Khotan, Wow he is begging me to try to help him in getting 
Some kind of a job, ag all of his money is gone. Well I have 
sent him something and wrote that maybe he san be of value 
yet to me when I arrive in Chinese territory. It takes a letter 

7 about three weeks from here to Xashear and T hope the poor 
fellow will be relieved somewhat. 

You know, I suppose, that Dr. Barchet ig dead. Yes, 
I received a letter from nis daughter quite a while ago. They 


laid him awey amone the beautiful Mokansom Hille in Chekiang, 


a es 


a place he boved #6 well. <A few days yet before he expired 


EU ——— 


he talked about me and the good work we are doing. Dr. Barchet 


waa one of the men who knew more then he was given credit for, 
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but «- fell in some intrigue which gave hima heavy blow, 
from which he, being so aged already, never recovered. 

Is anything known of Mr. 8. 8. Wilson, who left 
for Boston in September, 19107 I wrote him a few times but 
never received the slightest answer, And that new man that 
Prof. Sargent had out in North China, is he finding mach? 

Beflore I left Tiflis on April 28, T hed a talk 
with Wr. Rollow in the Botanical Garden at Tiflis about 
various matters, I asked him if it really was so that mrivan 
alfalfa which I.sent under No. 1304a and 13158, lasts ten years 
again Turkestan ealfalfe 6 years, He did mot know this, w+ 
stated that Brivan alfalfa is generally mdly infested with 
Cuscuta and he therefore recommends ¢erefulness in lmpsrting 
it in large quantities. 

uy question whether the Agricultural Society in 
Khavkoff was a reliable affair to supply us with pure Turkestan 
alfalfa seeds, he couldn't answer as they hadn't had any dealings 
with them. He conld recommend, however, the South- Russian 
Agricul tural syndicate, Bul varnaya ge trieff, as supplying high 
grade seeds, 

Another place where finé agricultural seeds tan be 
obtained fit for nothern regions is the Ustate Muratovo, Sta- 
| tfon Chotinets, Riga-Orhoff Reilwey. lr, Chitrovo being 
MANAEeD » then I asked in regard to lowness of winter tempor~ 
aturdés in Yalta ani Wikite and not only Mr. Rollow, bub also 
Prof. Yoromoff of the Tiflis Botanical Garden and Mr. Mekarenio 
of the Befbent Viticulturs] Experiment Shation assured me that 
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1027. 
Wr. Kalaide was wrong in saying it ever had been 15° Reaumur. 
They said from 10° to 12° Celsiars below Zero that would be 
about right. Mr. Kslaida hasn't answered me as yet on my 
letter of inquiries, perhaps he found out he was overdrawing 
the picture somewhat. 

Of the famous grape collection near Yalta I was not 
able to get any more informetion, beyond that the Mikita 
Botenical Garden is considered to be the richest in Russia 
for grape material.. About the Buresu of Acclimatigation in 
Sizran, Govt. Simbirsk, Mr. Rollow inf ormed me that Mr. A» D. 
Woeikov, ite president, is a very good man and that they 
poseess Lote of interesting things, I just want your opinion 
about the followine. ‘There are several things I failed to get 
in the Caucasus thie time through being too late, like the 
very long lasting grapes in Brivan and still better warieties 
from Ordobad, then the famous spricote of Grivan, the excel- 

lent native varieties of olives from wear Artwin, south of 
Bartoum, The quinces from Massawfiurt, the table grapes of 

| Derbent, the supefioy hemp and millets of the Cuban province, 

Men there are still the Medicagos from Sarepta, the Acclimati- 

gation Station in Sisran and various other points on the Wolgs 

; so it might be a good thing to have a run down from Tashkent 
gometime this fell and get various matters. I will see how 
matters are going to be in Central Asia and how my new inter- 
‘Seta is going to turn out. Central Asia and adjoining Western 


China may take a few years to explore and I will just see how 
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1028. 
| mach time I have left yet. 
. Tasked several people about paper plants grown in 
| | the Cavcasus, but apparently all of the paper is imported and 
wade in Russia from the ordinary materials. Mr. Rollow said, 
however, that he believes in Central Asia Apocynum vero sum and 
; Ase OlLepias syriaca are regulardyycultivated for their fibres 
from which a silky paper is adn Mr. Ae Shelkovnikoff of 
Geok» Tapa informed me that the lichtness and strencth of the 
Russian bank notes is due to their being made of Boehmeria 
nives, fiber, I had edwage heard they were of Apocynum fibre 
that wae grown especisily for them in Turkestan, however, we 
ee will ask more about these matters. 
Then, I am in receipt of Bulletins of *.P.1, Nos. 
26, 27, 29 and 3. Mo, 25 was apparently detained by the 
post office authorities for some reason or another and didn't 
reach me until now, unless this ie « labia copy you sent. I 
find these bulletins immensely interesting as they show me in 
| eompact form what there is going along in owr office, Mr. 
Perkins seems to be 0.—, I see he visited Hokaide and sot 
_—=—“sédgeveral things there. JT also see with interest that Wr. Berkin 
of Maling, reports that the Yang-tow is « delicious fruit when 
eaten with cream and sugar. one of the missionaries in’China 
aver told me so. I wonder if he really meant the Yang-tow, ne 
the siin of the last is ether tough. I see the photo of the 


Petsay in Bulletin 29, I wonder whether it is one of the plants 
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1029. 
grown by you on your place *In the Woods". From what I note 
of Consul Wn, Masterson at Harput, many of the Turkish grapes 
seem to resemble those of the Caucasus and Persia very much, 
I suppose some will even be found to be identical, 

Tere ig a question yet. Could you be so kind and 
gend e large package of vegetabbe seeds of various kinds with 
es few flower seeds thrown in, too, to the Pamily VYohrer in 
Henenendorf, Elisavetpol, Govt. Cauensus, Ruesia. Th ere is 
no urry about it, but they asked me when I was there if they 
couldn't get some seeds from us and as they entertained us 
very hospitably and gave me cuttings of grapes and pomecranates 
Noe. 753, 754, 765, 761 and?62, I tunst you will ve able to send 
them something this winter. 

T heve something similar with Wr. A. Shelkowmikeff at 
Geok-fapa, Sta. Chaldean, Govt. Mlisavetpol, Caucasus, Russia. 


We also received us moet entertaininkly and supplied me with 


several things, like pomegramtea c: ttings, Velus purddisiaca 


cuttings, etic. He is a specialist on Iris and various liliaceous 


- Plante end offered me to send us some rhizomes of his various 


iris, when they have died off about Uame or July. He also will 
send seeds in the autem of Va lus pavadi siace (my No, 768). What 
he wants from us are some untive bulbous plants able to stand a 
semin~arid climate, Tf suggest thet some Celochortus from Calle 
fornia or Utah be sent and s few native Liliuns from the far 
Weert. 

I just got a letter from Dr. Yan Fleet in Chico in 
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1080, 
. which he says he will be very interested in receiving some 

iris material ani I trust you my enter with Mr. Shelkovni- 
4 koff into correspondence. I have given him your name and 
address also. 

Well, hat is again enough for the present. I 

remain with best of regerds, also to all in the office, 
| Yours respectfully, 


PRANK RH. WEYER. 


: Baku, Caucasus, Bugsia, 
May 26, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild 
| . : Herewith I am forwarding to you through eis Ageney 
of the North German Lloyd in Satoum and Mr. TI. P, Hossa, New 
York, ome large ease of seeds and herbarium material marked 
Dede Ie 
the oontente of that box are many and varried, There 


8 sativus, (13348), 1 bag of a small var- 





is one pood of Lathyr 
fety of Pisum sativum (1536a), 1 pood of a large variety of — 
chickpea (1336a), 1 beg of horse beans (1337a), 2 bags of wheat 
(1938e and 1339a), 1 pood of a superior quality of naked barley 
(13800), 1 bag of Mrvum Leng (1341a). 
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Then there is a mass of Herbarium material like 


Prunus spinosa — 
Cerasus Aviwn 
Populus sp. 4. 
Populus alba @. 
Fagus orientalis 
Prunus divaricate 
Taxus baccata 


Ribes sp. 


Prunus sp. (2 distinc’ ep.) 
Cytisus biflorus 7 

Pirus salicifolila 

Colutea spi 

Vespilus germanicea ¢ 
Lathyrus latifoline 
Rhammus Pallaseii 
Cotoneaster multiflorm? 
Medicago orbicularis 
Medicago globosa ? 
Medicago rigidula 

Medicago maculata 

Medicago sp. 

Anemone silvestris 

Stipa pinnste 

Grasses (7 different species) 


 Caragans grondi flora 


Cerasus prostrate 

Cerasus microcarpa 

Pulipa Nichleri 

Ephedra vulgaris 

Gpiraen hypericifolia 

Vinea herbacea, 

Primala officinalis var macrocalyx 
tris caucagi ca 

Viola sp» 

Asperifoliacea 

Unknown 

Alyseum sp. 

Amygdelus nana 

Juniperus foetidi ssima 
Juniperus " Var, squarrosa 
Janiperus “* "“ urea 
Juniperss " " taosphyllos 
Plstacia mutica 

Dictammis Fraseinella var. caucasica 
Lonicera Caprifolium 
Lonicera ibverica. 

Cotoneaster sp. 

Cicia sp. 

4A eruciferae 


Asparagus vertidllatus 
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| Capparis spinosa . trigonella sp. 
| Onobrychus cormuta Lyormm sp. 
Pirus eleagnifolia Unknown perennial 
Tamarix SP. Glancium tricolor 7? 
Glancium sp. . Pupaver BP. 
Alliom sp, Trifolium in 5 sp. 
Medicago in 4 sp. Pimms sp. 
Rust on Serberis vulgaris Rust on “uphorbia sp. 
A Fungus from the steppe. A sample of hay collected on the 


Paliurus aculeatus, a fasciation/steppe, for Prof. Piper and 
Rosa sp. @ fasciation. ‘hese others interested in ite 

last ee would be interest- A foesil Ram's horn 

ing for Prof. Hugo de Vries A fossil snail 

is Amaterdam or for Dr, H. A copper ornaments from a pre~ 

J, Yebber in Ithaca, historic grave in the Caucasus 
Pottery from @ grave at 

Samarkand. 

| These last are perhaps of value to the National Museum. 


If more is desired correspondence is invited. 


Sample seeds of Samples of very large raising. 
Polygomum tinctorium — fs " dried sweet apricots 
A package of scales on id " Rerberis fruits 

Mespilus germanica and 6 a " dried sub acid plume 
apider 7 from Geok~Tapa. @ " Pistachio seeds, 
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1033, 
| Books: 
| Waterial for an Ampelograthie. 2 volumes. 
Information about fruit culture in the Caucasus, 
2 volumes. 


Baume & Straucher des “eukasus. 1 volume. 


I wish you would call the attention of those engaged 
in alfalfae and burclovers to the Medicago material sent in 
and to those interested in testing different kinds of drought 
resistant stocks, Pirus salicifolia, Pe @leagnifolia, Prumus sp., 
Meapilus germanica, Coracus prostrate and Amygdalus nana. 

Of the package of Pinus sp. and of various woody 
plante I trust Professor Sergent will receive a portion, but 
of the Pinus especially, as he has asked me particularly for 
such material. 

Wr. Husmann no doubt wante to look through the two 
grape books. I obtained al1 of the & books from Mr. Rollow 
of the Miflis Botanical Garden, all free of charge. The vare 
foug mchkages all have a label inside and 7? trust no diffieul- 
ties will arise in opening them. [7 enclose herewith in dupli-+ 
cate the inventory notes ve longing to the seeds and hope all 
things will be received in good shape. 

With best of wishes, also to all in our office, I 





Respectfully yours, 
PRANK NW. MNYERs 
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Pe Se Mr. Ryssel arrived and we hope to leave Monday for 
Kresnawodsk. 


¥F,N.M. 


Baku, Caucasus, Russia, 
May 30, 1910, 
Dear i, Fairchild: 

Today we went ‘to the post office and were able for 
some reason or another to ship the little camera back to you 
insured for 80 roubles. That is the first time they were 
willing to have one of my parcels valued. We had to pay 1.58 
roubles for postage and 3 Kopecks for sealing and ineurance. 


This camera carried apparently some hoodoo with it, for very 





et ures I took with it are of much account and 
it is better that it comes agein into other hands. ‘Trusting 
you will receive it in good condition, I remain, 

Respectful ly yours, 


PRANK N. MYER. 


P.S. Within a few hours I will be on the Caspian Sea 
enroute for Krasnawodsk; at last you will say! Still, the 


Caucasus was worth the time and money, 
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Baku, Caucasus, Russia, 
Vay 28, 1910, 
Dear Mr. Dorsett: 

As I announced to you already, I am in receipt of 
several letters of yours and herewith I will answer the whole 
bunch. 

Letter of April 2, 1910, announcing the receipt - 
material, also how a smut disease has cemiiaess on the bam 
boos which is, of course, a very distressing information to 
me. I sincerely hope it can be kept down, even if the plants 
have to be defoliated once or twice. Yes, I know it, having 
seen it quite often in The Chekiang Province and I even sent 
specimens of such Bamboo hexenbesen to Mrs. Patterson. This 
one, however, may be again something else. 

I am mach pleased thet Br. Schults approves of the 
location I selected for a bamboo experimental garden at Brooks~ 
ville. Up to the present I hadn’t heard any praise or any 
condemmation of that particular locality. I myself consider 
the region around Brooksville eminently suited for the estab- 
lishment of an arboretum and hope that something like that 
may grow eventually out of our experimental bamboo groves. 
Central Chinese and Central Japanese plants will thrive there 
espec fal ly? 

Letter of April 6, 1910, re grape and hazelnut cut- 
tings received. I am sorry to hear that those hazelnuts were 


80 dry. I cannot understand why they have been kept on the 
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road for apparently more than six weeks, I wish you would 
ask the post office at Washington for explanations, if neces~ 
sary through headcuarters. 

Letter of April ll, i910, with enclosures of copies 
of Prof, Beach's letter of March 17, 1910, and the paper on 
Smit on Bamboo. Very interesting, both these papers are. 

Prof. Beach's idee is certainly original, although I personally 
think that the process of originating « hardier peach by using 


A. Davidiana as one parent willbe just as slow a preoess as 


making a hardy orange of good commercial value. It can and 


will be done no doubt, but -= 14 will cost lots of time, pa~ 
tience and money. I am very glad, indeed, that you sent me 
Prof. Beach's letter. {t gives me a wider outlook again upon 
this apparently valuable introduction of mine, 

And this bad, beastly smmt disease. Perhaps it came 
on Mr. Hill's shipment. Every time we import something from 
Japan there is something wrong with it whether it is rushes, 
cherries, lily bulbs or now again bumboos. Please let me hear 
whether it is being kept in check. 


ipril 11, 1910. More about the smt 





Second letter of 
and various routine matters. I am glad Dr. Galloway has recovered 
again a good deal. My, he must have been badly attacked. 

Letter of April 16, 1910. Iam wry glad to hear the 
work gets along so finely in the office, mt -- you fellows have 
increased considerably in number of late and I suppose the pay 


roll of our little office is going to be a rather steep one, 
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fen't it? Well, so much money has been thrown away uselessly 


on some things that turned out to be failures in the past, 


that a little bit of cash expended upon getting good worker s 
in the force is really in the nature of a solid insurance 
enabling us to lay foundations upon which to rear a solid 
building. And Mr. Bisset makes quite a tour, i+ must have 
been a revelation for him to see the beauties of California 
and the far West. I see he also was in Bellingham; Tf never 
was in the States of Washington or Oregon, but will certainly 
visit them, too, some of these years, 

And Dr, A@ronsohn wanting to get poor Mr. Goucher 
with him to Palestine, ‘That wouldn't have done at all, for 
Felestine is still hotter in summer than Chico and much more 
garlic is eaten there which doesn't suit all people. You are 
asking me in the name of Prof. Haussmann to keep an open eye 
for ampelography of the grape. Yes, I have been doing it and 
in the large box with seeds which I gust deligeeed to the rail- 
raod station there are two contributions to such a work. 

| I see you received a quantity of chitekpea from me. 
Well, that was in a large box together with other seeds and 
shipped from Batowm. I was, however, not hotified of its 
arrival or more likely yet, the card announcing it did not 
reach m6, e thing not uncommon here in this land. I am always 
very glad to hear the state my shipments arrive in, but of course, 


I being to realize that it is perhaps going to be too much work 
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1038, 
for you and if you cannot find time for it, then it may be 
better perhaps to omit the sending of such cards vhich reach 
me at great intervals anyway. 


Letter of April 19, 1910, announcing the arrival of 





various numbers of mine anid seeing that they were only about a 
fortnight on the roed, How can we explain that. ‘The ways of 
the mail are truly mysterious! i also noticed the clipping you 
sent me about People's Garden Association with Ir. Fairchild as 
président and you om the board of directors. Lerd, I won't 
recognize 014 Washington ere I gome back. I hope that the 
many flowers and trees that are going to be grown will keep the 
summer temperature somewhat down, although I am afraid my hopes 


will prove to be in vain. 





Letter of April 21, 1910, with enclosure of Dr. van 
Fleet's letter of April 16, 1910, and e sabe of the early 
fruiting cherry. My, that is most welcome and interesting news” 
and I have to thank you especially as being the first to draw 
attention to this introduction several years ago. Dr. van 
Fieet's comment on it being evidently a valuabie find, is ales 
very pleasing to hear, ‘hat a great, great pity yenyléithrigaico 
some years ago and allowed so many things to fail ts ahs. hands 
of a rascal who did umtold-of damage to our reputation and to 
so many valuable things I sent him and which are all dead and 
buried now in Chico. 

And now you went somewhat more information about this 


cherry. Well, first where is Tang-si or Tang-hsi or longsi; 
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1039. 
the first spelling has been officially adopted 2 years ago by 
the Chinese Government. It is situated on the canal that con 
nects Goochow with Hangchow in the Chekiang provinee about 80 
miles or so th the southwest of Shanghai. And the history of 
this cherry. Well, I spoke with Pr. Alexander Kennedy, mission- 
ary at Tang~si some night in the latter part of February, 1906, 
about various fruits they have in hie district and he said AMO NE 
other things thet they had cherries that ripened early, but 


were rather small and sweet and were grown in orchards near 


the mountains, We went out one day, but couldn't locate such 


orchards and then he sald they had some trees in the town 
itself andi on March 1, 1910, we went to a courtyard and I cut 
some budwood of a rather small sized tree growing on the norti: 
side of the house, I never saw the trees in bloom or tasted 
the fruits and I have ny doubte of it being a common thing, 
And that ie all I know about it. In hybridization work I sup 
pose this cherry may Create something remarkable, when Dr. van 
Fleet ean combine ite early fruiting qualities with the size 
and taste of standard varieties. 


Letter of April 27, 1910, with enclosure of copy of 





Mr. & W. Kirkpatrick's letter undated wishing to obtain scions 
of figured woods. Yes, I will keep my eyes open for them, but 


how am I gping to know that a tree has curly wood or not. One 


can't see it always from the outsides, Has Mr. Kirkpatrick 


perhaps some photos showing how such trees look? 
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1040, 

Letter of April 29, 1910. Your last one with three 
fine photos enclosed. ‘he two of Rosa xanthina (spinosissima?) 
are simply superb and do the photographer credit. I am very 
glad you sent again plants of this last one to Chico. I just 
wonder how you got them owt of the handa of brother Oliver. He 
wouldn't give any one a single bud or stick from it as Mr. 
Bisset will tell you and I had s@me words with him about it. 


You say about Rosa Banksiae var. lutea plena that you 


had written me aboot it in a previous letter. Well, this letter 


heen’'t shown up as yet. Is it a fine rose or not? I never saw 
it in bloom and wentyvy the statement of a Chinaman who mid it 
had yellow flowers. I sent another yellow rove, No. 249 (S.P.1 
22449) how is that turning out? Mr. Mairchild planted one of 
them on his place last sumer and several were sont to var ious 
rose specialists throughout the country, In regards to Wr. 
Wight’s determinetion of the yellow rose 5,?.I. 17469, I may 
say that I delivered to Mr. Ricker quite a few flowering branches 
of the wild form which mast be in our herbarium now. 

Well, that is about all. Thanking you heartily for 
sending me also some “not nere rout ihe Mail," I remain 

‘tiie sincerely, 
PRANK NM, MYER, 

P.Se I an also in receipt of a stack of post cards, 18 
pleces all told, antouncing the receipt of various shipments 
andi letters. ‘The cards are dated April 8, 9, 11, 15, 16, 22, 
23, 26, 27, 28, 30 and Way 2, 3. Thanks? 
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1041, 
Askabad, Turkestan, 
June 7, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
And now I am again for a week in this rather hot and 
ary land and to my great surprise the authorities didn't put 
the least obstacles in my way, up to the present anyway. ‘The 


only trouble I have is in finding « good interpreter and gen- 


‘eral assistant. The one I have now with me, Mr. Ryssel of whom 


I wrote you, does not tun out as hardy or handy as one would 
expect him to be. He is a poor walker and his eyesight is far 


from being what it ought to be while owt exploring. Perhaps I 


may find me a strong, good fellow yet in some of the German 


colonies that are scattered here and there through this Land. 
However, this interpretation business is a great worry all the 
time, the more as one out in the foreign field is always very 
Closely associated with one’s assistants and one cannot turn 
to others for advice ani companionship, 

Well, now you will no doubt be interested to know how 
I got into Central Asia, Well, we left Baku on Monday night, 
Way 30, and landed the next afternoon in Krasnawodsk, where we 
found a few police officers and gendarmes asking us for our 
passports. My name had been booked already for months and I 
aaa informed that all my requests to explore and photograph 
had been granted and that the various authorities had been 
instructed to assist m. On June 1 I received my passport back 


and left in the afternoon for Kizil arwat, where according to 
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1042. 
Mr. Ryseel's belief many rare Persian seeds could be obtained. 
When we arrived there the next day we didn’t find it to'be so, 
as mst of the Persian population had shifted to Askabad and 
Baku. In the afternoon we left again for Bacharden, a small 
town near the mountains, where some fine native vesetation was 
said to occur. Well, to obtain a car consumed the whole next 


day (Jane 3) but we left at 4 A.M. on June 4. Our cartman, a 


conceited Armenian, professed to know the country, but at 8 P.M. 


we were quite at a loss where we were and we camped in the open, 
On June 6 we found « soldiers’ post for we were close to the 
Pergian frontier and made our headquarters there for that day 
and on June 6 we returned again to Bacharden, f found some 
interesting plants during these days, likes an ornamental 


Eremurus, & few species of Tamarix, an Acer, Cerasus micro~ 


‘garpa, Prunus sp. Rhus sp., interesting grasses, etc. We made 


&® goodly pile of herbarium material which WIS reach you in 

@ue time. Well, thie morning we left again for this town where 
I hope to see a few men, who may give me some solid information 
regarding the rpoducts of this part of Central Asia. I cannot 
say that my first impressions of Central Asia are so very pleas- 
ant after having seen so much of the beautiful Cantasus. ‘There 
is much heat, mach dust, much vermin here and relatively Little 
comfort, even Washing water is hard to get hold of. The vege- 


tation, too, igs as could be expected, not very varied in general. — 


Around the houses and railroad stations one finds mostly our 
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1043. 
pumila, Uma ‘ camp estris, Populus Bolleana, Sophora Japonica, 
Koelreuteria paniculata, Morus alba, Sleditsia triacanthos 
ani here and there an osage orange (Toxylon pomiferum). All 
those trees are periodically irrigated? If not, they die 
within one or two years, In Krasnawodsk, however, where it 
ia quite mild in winter, I noticed a beautiful flowering bush, 


Poinciam Gillies&i, which thrives with very little irrigations 


Eleagnus augus tifolia, Populus diversifolia and a specie of 
Saxaul bush (Ammodendron?), aleo need very little water. ‘There 


are, however, apparently few trees to be found that resist the 
aridness of the Central Asian plains where hot summers are 
followed by cold winters, while high winds blow very frequently 
both winter and eummer. The trees that looked the bast are the 
native form of Ulums campestris, the Chinese Allanthus glandu- 
losa and the North American Robinia pseud-acacia, 
Well, trusting all is well with you and the office 

force, I remain, with kind greetings, 

Respectfully yours, 


PRANK UN. WYER. 


> Fav 
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1044. 
Askabad, Turkestan, 
June 9, 1910. 
Dear Mr, Dorsett: 

Herewith I em sending you by registered Russian sample 
post 5 packages with roots ell properly tagged and addressed. They 
are numbered 765, 786, 787, 788 and 789. I am afraid that with the 
exception of Bremrus gp. £788) the material will not arrive in the 
best of éeadition ae the temperatures here in Turkestan hover between 
100° and 120° at ntdday. However, it is worth trying. I suggest to 

send ail of thia material to Shico if it sheuld be slive. No. 785, 
a Caryophyllaces of very ornaments] habits, may be appreciated as an 
alpine in ary, hot regions, where few small plants sre able to 

thrive. 

Tarkeetan is a hot land, it is only 8 A.M. while I 
om writing and one perspiresa already heavily. I suppose it is about 
100° Mehr. On the market ome finds lots of apricots, cherries, plums 
and cucumbers, The fruits are all of small size, apparently nearly 
all seedlings and according to my interpreter, all imported from 
Persia where in the northern part between Yudsmur and Meskked he 
gaw whole mountainsides covered with wild apricots, [ saw trains 
of camels come in these last days all loaded with cucumbers and 
apricots and the last fruits are sold at auttion at < Mopecks per 
pound. I will buy me several powids doday and send the seeds. 

They are wnost kernelled and perhaps something interesting will 

“appear among them. Just before closing this letter I find out it 


is again a holiday today and the post office will probably not 
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accept any mckages today. I will try, however, 

I remain with vest of greetings, 
Simerely yours, 


PRANK N. MEYER. 


Samarkand, Turkestan, 
June 28, 1910, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Alone in Samarkand? My assistant got yesterday 
tidings from home that his presentewmss urgently needed as the 
man in charge of his farm was severely injured by a horse and 
he left me, The interpreter, Mr. Ryesel, had Left the day 
before as his eyesight and general health had become rather 
bad theme last days on account of the great heat and so it 
has come to pases thet I am left alone in this far away land, 
with only a mere smattering of Russian and uo knowledge at 
all of the Sart language which is much spoken here. { will get 
out of it, however, We found « Gertian who my be willing to go 
with mes His looks, however, didn’t please me and to go with a 
atranger in some out-of-the-way places, with the necessarily 
large amount of money I generally have with me, is not a safe 
proceeding, 

I had been expecting « bunch of mail these last days, 


‘but my hopes haven't realized up to the jesent. I have, how 
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ever, many things to tell you relating to these last weeks’ 
experiences. 

Well, my last letter was from Askabed, dated June 9, 
1910, and it was again a holiday, of which the Russians only 
keep about 38 a year, The next day I went with the interpreter 
to the Experiment Station about 4 werst from the eity. Ir. 
Poniatowsky, who used to be the director, had left and is now 
in fashicend; My. Baishnakoff the present man in charge was in 
Moscow and I came only in contact with some minor worthies. 
Well, one of them was all right, bot the others had a fright 
when they heard I was a foreigner and had the audacity to visit 
an Experiment Station in Central Asia without first having gone 
to the police and obteined a written permission. They told me 
they would be reprimanded, etc,, in case they took me around. 
Well, the best i cold do was to inform them that this was the 
‘first time in my life that I had been denied admission to an 
institution of learning, like an experiment station is, but that 
t didn’t wish to bring them into trouble and unpleasantries by 
my presence. and herewith I left them, ‘here wasn't much to 
gee, anyaway, some plots with cotton, some alfalfa fields, 
various beans and a tree-nursery, where somewhat more weeding 
could be indulged in without any harm. 

On Saturday June 11 we wanted to leave early, but I 
got a message from the police to appear before them. Something 


‘new, I thought. Well, we went and the whole thing was nothing 
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but a curiosity to see me. The Captain, or whatever his rank 
was, asked my interpreter whether I really was a botanist, 
whether I only had interest in plants and more of such sus- 
picious questions. He then told us that permissions had come 
from St. Petersburg, allowing me to photograph trees and 
plants only and that for every locality I wanted to visit, 
I had to get a special permission either written or verbal, 
depending upon the importance of the place. —e iD 
Consideration would I be granted permbssién to go to the 
Afghanistan frontier as fortibgners were not aliowed3 Well, 
I knew already most of these matters, having mde inquiries 
beforehand, We thenked the police officer kindly and I was 
g@led to have my passport Back again, which they had kept all 
the time I was in Agskabad, 

We left the same day for Merw, where we arrived after 
midnight. The next day, June 12, was exceedingly hot and the 
light intense so as to mike one almost dizzy. We took out the 
eollected herbarium material which ween't all dry yet and gave 
4% an airing--much trouble herbarium mterie] causes on a 
ai In Merw there is s pretty park where tall spesimens 
jue al be 


of poplars occur [Po Galis). I also saw there 





for the first time in my 1f6¢ some fine large specimens of the 


"Karakach", (ULmus ¢ stris unbraculif era) very stiking trees 





they are, with their umbrella-like shape and a dense mass of 
rather small foliage. ‘hese trees will be highly appreciated 
by our settlers in the @exert regions. These elms, although 
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drought resistent, have to be watered, however. Other trees 


in that park are Acer negundo, Robinia pseud-acacia, Sovphora 
Japonica, Ailanthus glandulosa, Gleditsia Triacenthos, Salix 
baby: lonica, “oxylon pont ferum, Catalpe. bignonioides, Monus 
alba, Oydonia vulgaris, Prums armeniaca and Pirus cammnis. 
On Monday, ce 13, there was a great market held 
in Verw, Turcomans, Afghanistanese, Rirghisians and many other 
wild looking inhabitants of these regions here mingled through 
one another. The products that were brought in were mostly 
very poor, like the frnuite and vegetables for instance. I 
bought some barlay, millet and wheat, but found little new, 
In the afternoon we hired a cart and went to a German colony 
30 wernt Nok, of Merw. Here I went to see cotton and ai felfa 
culture at the edge of the desert and also to get me a strong 
_thap who could go with me instead of Mr. Ryssel, who could not 
wa Lie any more in the heat. We arrived late at nicht and found 
the family we were looking for. ‘The next day was consumed in 
talking about the situstion and seeing the crops and the desert, 
The cultures are tot in the pitch of perfection, as it isa 
rather new ¢olony. The system of cotton culture is as the 
farcomans have it, vise, a field is divided into e mumber of 
square plots, each plot with ridges s11 around. ‘he cottonseed 
is sown broadcast by hand and the plots are flooded whanever 
they get dry. Cultivation of the land is not much practiced 


 ‘veond keeping the weeds down, Well, the results of this 
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antiquated system of culture are; lst, tmt the stand of the 
cotton is very irregular; 2nd, thet mach water is wasted by 
not cultivating regularly; 3rd, by mot sowing in rows all of 
the weeding and cultivation has to be done by hands 4th, in 
case of failure of water, as occurs often, the small plots 
of land dry out to such an extent that the harvest becomes 
almoet nihil, ‘the alfalfa fields, however, looked very nice 
and they found this useful plant their steadiest money maker. 
In fruit and vegetable culture one could clearly see that 
time and knowledge was iscking. Im general one has to sympa- 
thise with such Germen settlers who are willing to rough it 
in such far~eway corners of the fussian Mmpire, where they, 
at the utmost, are able to become owners of small plots of land, 
without having any of the pleasures or culture of the more 
progressive races of men. 

The desert around Merw is quite interesting, the 
Camel's thorn, Alhazi Camelorum, covers teus of thousends of 
acres of land. Tt was in full bloom end ite sm1i, pinkish- 
purple flowers produced by the million gave color to the land- 
gcape just like the heath in Northwestern Yurope does. This 
camel*s thorn is a very useful plant here. First, it is a 
great feed for the camels who are said to léve this plant better 
than any other wild herb. Second, it is nowmm, dried and used 


t @ 
as a fuel, nearly all of the bricks in the oases are baked 
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through the heat of this plant. ‘“hird, it is a great sand 
binder, growing even in pure, sterile sani and as it is a 
Leguminosae, it prepares the soll by enriching 1% for better 
vegetation. Then we were told by a gentleman on the Imperial 
Estate "Murgab" near Merw, that the air, inhaled from s hand- 


ful of dried flowers, is a sure cure for howumoreddis. His own 





aa e was completely cured by it. He got this information 
from an old soldier who had it in turn from a fekiner, a native 
| of the desert. As I move along I may find out still more about 
this plant. 
Reside the camel's thorn there also grows a very 
gpiny acacia~like plant in the desert. It is not ugly as a 
solitary plant, bet it is a bad weed on all untrodden places; 
some Lyciume I saw too and a few minor things, but as a whole 
the desert flora is not rich in species. One finds, however, 
in the desert around Merw mny canals, some still in use, sone 
dried up, they say that some of these manpmade watercourses are 
3000 years of age and if 30, there is surely "Little new under 
the sum" for so fer as irrigetion is concerned. The present 
people here have a great hope for the future for so far as the 
bringing under culture of desert land is santeneaths Large new 
Canals are being dug, new settlements started and with present 
nigh prices of eotton, people oon ve comfortably off in some 
-yeark? time. . 
Well, to come back to » new assistant, yes, on Wed~ 


‘neaday, June 15, our man, a Jacob Fuchs, had decided to go with 
‘ 
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me for a couple of months at lest. We returned that day to 
Merw, where we arrived in the afternoon. ‘ie went to the 
police and asked if we could take some pictures in the park, 
which wag granted. 

On Jone 16 we went to the Imperial Estate ‘Murgab" 
where fine things were reported to exist. Well, first we had 
our trouble s with the police. There wis a minor offictal in 
charge who took our passports from us and who wouldn't allow 
any photogra hing to be done, although it was written in the 
book that I am allowed to do so. (My name is booked at every 
police station in the whole of Sentral Asia,) Well, then, we 
looked at the very imposing avenues of the Marakach, saw the 
fruit~-orchards where the apricots were fully ae heavily loaded 
ag in California, saw the mrseries with fruit and ornamental 
trees of many kinds, ‘They publish a catalogue, but were at 
present out of it, but I wes promised ome would be sent me 
shortly, There are a few varieties of apricots and of pears 
and quinces, that seem out of the ordinary and of which I hope 
to get scions and plants. ‘Yell, after we had looked around for 
a couple of hours we went back to the police again and this 

time Siena the Chief himself, a tall, elderly, soldicr-like 
shap, who had looked up all our references and had come to the 
conslusion that when 3t. Petaraburg allowed me to take photos 
of trees and plants, there wouldn't. be any crime pommitted if 

he also pormitted me to do so, but to be on the safe side, he 


gave a swarthy policeman to show us the beauties of the place, 
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On Friday, June 17, we left Merw again for Chartehul — 
this time with the assistant who had gotten his passports inte 
shape. He is an honest fellow who served his three years as a 
soldier and loves the mountains better than the routine work 
of his little farm. 

On Saturday, June 13, we first paid a visit to the 
police where we were informed that, although photographingwwas 
allowed in Central Asin, thie distriet was exempted from it, 
as it was in Bokhara and the political agent in the city of 
Bokhara alone had the power to give that permission. So wonder 
that so few photographs of Central Asia sre to be had, isn’t it? 
Well, I then called on Mr. W. As Palleteky, in charge of the 
sand~binding work along the railroad in Central gig. I found 
him to a most pleagant man, who, by his hospitality and willing+ 
negs to show, made me forwet all the unpleasant experiences with 
the police. He had « railroad trolley come before his house end 
off we flew over the imposing Amedaria river, slong whose level 
shores some of the world’s finest melons grow, slong sandy 
hills and plains, all planted with sand binding plants until 
we were 8 or 10 werst out, where the plantations oene the ol dest. 
Tt is most Interesting to see how the tall bushes of Calligomum 
caput-medusne, GC. axborescens, Selsoia Richteri and Haloxylon 
ammodendren have grown into some sort of a forest in a soll 
that is almost pure sand and worse than that, a moving smnd} 


And very stranger even, to see how « few seeds of the Chinese 
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tree of Heaven (Ailanthus giandulos) have found lodging between 
these real desert plants and have grown vigerenaly too and are 
of farily good sizes now. Mr. Palletsky said the real Saxaul, 
(Haloxylon anmodendron) is an aristocrat, in other words, it is 
not a plent one can plant straight away on a shifting sand, 
firet other vegetation has to make the soil firm, after that 
the Sexeul will grow. To arrest a shifting sand-hill, one first 
has to plant various Calligonums, then Salsola Richteri and after 
than Haloxylon ammodendron. of the  lligonuns there is an 
immense maga. Up to the present 57 different species have been 
found already and there are still more, However, only W have 
been scientifically determined andthe others will come in the 
course of a few years, However, some of these Calligomams are 
strictly local plants and may not readily bear acclimatizing, at 
least Fr. Palletsky found that the species from around Sremburg 
and Astrachan do not stand the long intense heat at Chartchui,. 

After having seen the large plantations where the 

) plants are now hiiadaedl Yapidly and require practically no 
care any longer, we paid e visit to the murseries where seeds 
are gown and young plants reised. They had experienced a very 
lete frost and the stand of the plents was not what they wished 
it to be, still it was interesting to see how the sand was held 
| in check by long straw stretched over it. ‘This kept in plece 
asia by little sticks set across it at the ends. Hedges of 


Tamarix sp. and of the wild form of Blcagmus angustifolia kept 
the great winds off. The seeds sre s11 sown in the autumn and 
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have to be kept moist as long as they haven't germinated; when 
once above the ground, however, great care is netessary in 
keeping then almost dry, as otherwise they perish. 

Then, we also saw the very interesting little Museum 
that Mr. Palletsky has installed. there Various large and 
rare specimens of sand~binding plants may be seen, photoes and 
modela of plantations, herbarium mterial, seeds and some 
specimens of soologicel, geograyhics] and geological interest. 

Then, Me. Palleteky showed me with much pride an 
Opuntia cubting, which he had obtained from us through the 
St. Petersburg Botanical Garden and which cutting ws grow 
ing nicely. He waa very grateful to have it, he had 6 more 
distributed at different points in Central Asie. But then we 
began to talk about lowness of temperatures here and he said 
that the minimam had been 14° Reawmr, well, then I said that 
all of his spineless opuntias would go and even long before 
that. He was very sorry and surprised at that and told me 
that Prof. Hansen had told him differnet, otherwise he wouldn't 
nano done a0 mach work to try to get them, Well, [ told him 
of the experiences at San Antonio where all the spineless forms 
of Opuntias froze when it ws 12° Mehr, "But,” he said, "you 
have Opuntias that stand great frosts." Yes, IT answered, tmt 
‘they are very spiny. Well, that doesn’t matter, he said, I 
‘would be very much indebted to you if you could secure me some 
cuttings of the larger forms of the hardy kinds, I am willing 
to send you seeds or cuttings of «11 sorts of desert plants in 
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And now I wish, Mr. Mairchild, you could send Mr. 
Palleteky a few cuttings of some of our hardier Opuntias that 
ean be uged as Gatile fodder, after the spines have been burned 
oft. He also wants the address of a party who can send him a 
kerosins lamp te burn off such spines, 

He has given me several bage of seeds of Calligomums, 
Salsola Richteri, Hal oxylon ammodendron and promised to send in 
the autumn seeds of the best 12 melons from around Chartehul, 
cuttings of the very promising Populus pruinosa, an estremely 
drought resistent ornamental tree and will send me a pood of 
geruine Khiva alfalfa weed, « variety of alfelfa said to be 
better and more vigorous than the ordinary Central Asian kinds, 

Mr. Palletsky's address is simply W. A. Talletsky, 
Chartchuil, Turkestan, He is one of the few men here in Central 
Asia who is in love with hig work and has retained enthusiasm, 
although he has been sett Mow for nearly 20 years. He said in 
case we wanted to start some Saxaul plantations in America he 
would gladly assist us in getting seeds and cuttings for them 
in quantities. | 

Well, on Sunday, June 19, we left Chartchui again and 
arrived in the afternoon in New Bokhara, which is a smell place. 
But I just came. in receipt of « large patkege ef mil and will 
postpone writing until through with it. I is very bed that 
tT am without any fellow to assist mee 8 BM. IT just sent a 
Cablegram: SEORSMRY, AGRICULTURE, WASHINGTON, cINGUBCENT 
DOLLARS BALANCE, weer. This ig in answer upon your letter 
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1056, 
of May 27. Well, tomrrow mre, 
| I remin with kindest of greetings, also to all 
in the office, 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N, MEYER. 


Samarkand, Turkestan, 
dane 28, 1910. 
Dear Ve. Fairéhilds 
Before I am going to answer your letters I will first 
finish my serabble on the past trip. Well, as I said, I arrived 
im New Bokhara on Sundsy afternoon, On Monday we went to the 
police for passport and photograph matters, bat it was a holi-+- 
day again and we couldn't do a thing, so we went to Old Bokhare 
andi had a glimpse around. Mr. Ryseel, the interpreter, pre« 
tended to know all about the town, but~-«I found him to be 
misinformed, like I sna experienced several times these last 
days and his eyes had become s9 bad these last hot days, that - 
when he passed from the Light into the shade, we hed to assist 
him, otherwise he fell inte holes and ditches. $0 we returned 
in the evening without having seen the grain market or Mr. 
Parkinson. The next day, Tuesday, June 21, we wernt again to 
‘the police and saw the Political Agent, a gentleman of shrewd 


appearance and possessing much power. He gaid that I would be - 
‘diamaa 
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permitted to travel in the Hissar Mountains in Centre Bokhara 
and take photos of botanical subjects, he thought it advisable, 
however, that I shouldn't go alone and wishes me to have a 
Bokharian official go along, I having to pay him a salary and 
substenance. My route of travel he als wishes me to send him. 
Well, T answered that I couldn't decide right om the spot how 
these matters will ga ni I expected important mail in Samarkand 
and hare to supply me yet with a tent and some more camping out- 

| fit. Yell, that was all right he said, he only wished me to 
ienow that Jokhare is not an easy country and travelling alone 
without a native of some standing would be extremely aifricalt. 
Re also eaid I will mot be allowed to go near the Afghanistan 
frontier, ag mo foreigners are permitted to go there. ell, 
that was all, | 

In the afternoon ve repaired agein to Cold Bokhara, 

took a draske and drove to the office of Durschmidt & Co., where 
Mr, Brnest nen of the Reichardt Asiatic Trading Co. resides. 
We found him and Mr. Wm. Donohue at home and had a Long talk, 
the weather was very hot, 114° Fehr, in the shade, but Mr. 
Donohue went with us and showed us the grein market, the 
medicine shops and other points of interest as it became late, 
however, we made arrangements to come back early next AY 


and so we did, ‘hen ir. Parkinson went with us, too, We bought 





gom seeds like wheat, cowpeas, hemp and poppy, and gem & real 
Sart garden where grapes, apricots, apples, pomegranates, quinces 
. peaches and figs were grow, “he pomegranates and fige have to 
| ye burted, however, every winter, but still they bear fruits. 
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In general what I saw I cannot say that there was much of 
interest to be found among the seeds and plants, ‘They are 

- apparently ali well known, Por fruits I am apparently some~ 

what early yet, Grapes are just coming in, but they are smell 
and not very fine. the apples are greenish, and though ripe, 
of a very insipid taste. Apricots are small and apparently 
most times seedlings, though a few of fine, milting flavor are 
Once in awhile seen, The plums one sees now are those of 
-Prume insititis and perhaps also of PD, divaricatx and there 
ds mach variation among them, although the fruits are small. 
The muskmelons are just coming in and two kinds there ere, the 
one greenish and generally split open snd the other yellow ones 
omall in sise, but of very sweet and melting flesh. I ws 
assured later in the season fine large plums and still better 
grapes and melons are coming, out that is a few monthe later. 
Mr. Donohue will be on the lookout on the morket for anything 

| striking and will keep in touch with me, I found both Mr. 

Parkinson and %, Denohue very pleasant Joung fellows and we 


regretted that my stay couldn't last a comple of monthe. 








Ls, * Thursday afternoon June 23, we left New Bokhara and 

-@rrived the next morning in Samrakand and from there om you. 
know already how I fared, I had been in hopes yet to get a 
telegram from Fuchs, the assistant, telling me how matters 

stand with him, but~«-up to the present I haven't heard a thing, 
> take a totally new man with metotthe Hissar Mountains, a 


men whom I do not know the least little bit, is risky, not to 


Py tp 


say anything stronger. Maybe I will have to go to Tashkend 
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and first talk matters over there with some agri cul tural 
people of whom I have the addresses. My point of start for 
the mountains, however, is this city; the trip will probably 
be between 2 and 3 months and I my come out in Margellan. 

And now I will come to the answering of the momer- 
ous mail. 

Letter of May 6, 1910, regarding cold resistent sugar 
cane for the St. Petersburg Botanical Garden. I am sorry to 
see that you couldn't find anything about Saccharum narenga. 

I ded sometime ago in a book or paper, I forget now what the 
nammeo$fthat pubkication was, or short article, that the red 
sugar cane from Central China, where the cuttings are kept in 
dugoute in the cold season, is not S. Officinarum but S. narenga. 
And so I came to speak about it to Vr. Bartelsen, who looked up 
the name. In case I am again in China I will send you some 
cuttings of that sugar cane, just to see if itis perhaps another 
species. 

| Letter of May 5, 1910, re varieties and species wanted 
of Pisum for Mr. Vinal. Yes, I will be on the lookout for them, 
sorry he didn't inform you somewhat earlier, then I couid have 
collected more. 

Letter of Vay os 1910, ape geamples of nuts. thy I 
aidn't number them. Well, just as you sald, I thought they were 
wanted for the collections, the more as nuts rately if ever come 
ee to seed. Of course, in case somebody wants to sow them out 
anyway, there is no objection to it; on the labels I always 


state the date and place where obtained and a number can easily 
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Letter of Way 16, 1910, Iam very glad you liked 


the postal, showing poplars in a street in Tiflis, When : 
come back safe and sound some of these years TI will show you 
many post cards, how not only Tiflis, but also other inter 
esting cities look in the Caucasus and Central Asis. 
About giving the letters you sent to me a serial 

number, yes, that is not a bad ides, but won't it cost a 
whole lot of work to those writing them, as the last written 
letter has to be looked up every time. I leave that over to 
yous Yes, the distances bet ween us are very great; especially 
in times of lonesomeness or trouble, as I am experiencing now, 
one would love to have a quiet chat about what todo. And Mr. 
and Mrs e Bell off for the Antipodes, my, what a fine trip. I 
envy them; for these regions especially, I wish to see yet 
some day. 

| Letter of May 17, 1910, about the different aspects, 
Pirus salicifolia shows us. Yes, true, on # rather moist 
piece of land with some shade, this pear will look totally 
aifferent from a specimen grown on a sunkissed, dry, mountain- 
side. In silveryness of the leaves, especially, there are 
all sorte of variations. In my opinion it is of great ane 
ag an ornamental tree in the southwestern regiors of the United 
States. The region around San Antonio especially ought to suit 
it. The melons shown on the post card tron the Caucasus are 


apparently only autumn melons, for when I came to Tiflis there 
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were none left any more. I tasted one in St. Petersbumg and 
thongh by far not as juicy as the muskmelons, I still think 
they would profitably be grown in limited numbers for high- 
Class hotels and restaurants. At present T do not know enough 
. about their requirements to say in what section of the United 
States they should be grown especially. 


Letter of May 17, 1910, about the early Apricot, 





Narrst, No. 499, being dead when opened up, Yes, I am writing 
Mr. Rollow asking if he will please duplicate his shipment. 

He will surely do so, for we can offer just as many good things 
to him as he to us. 

And Brownsville coming at last in your office. Great 
Scott, that is a formidable affair. Can't you try some of the 
Central Asian melons there? I am almost sure they wi il do well 
ase, I will be on the lookout for good things for them there 
in South Texas, but--such a strange climate it is there, with 
those occasional freezes. 

Letter of Way 20, L910, re Mr. Taylor's remarks con- 
cerning the superiority of samples of apricots sent in. Yes, 
when winter arrives and I am again in apricot regions, then I 
will send a lot of budsticks or young trees, I was shocked to 
nna your post card that Dr. Gallowy had again a cave-in. My, 
I suppose it is that beastly moist heat in Washington, that 
brought it about. I believe you are right, that a six months’ 


exploration trip to Japan woald be a most excellent remedy, 
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but I would almost think it too much for a man like Dr. Galloway 
who was never abroad. f rather would suggezt Ireland, Scotland 
or BZngland, where the climate is so much more even than in 
Japan and where Selina difficulties are mot very great, while 
there is difference enough betwoen these lands and America to 
make it interesting. I know what you say that the dangers of 
the desk are just as great as those of the field, that is for 
ee hard working people; the bigger mas of desk 
people, however, do not ru chances like Dr. Galloway, yourself 
and many others, and such people surely have a mech easier time 
than the _— out in the field, though I would rather die than 
to exchange places; I still shiver when I think of my forced 
captivity last summer in sultry, damp Washington, while writing 
away ona bulletin, The heat is fully as great here in Central 
Asia, but I move about, see new things all the time and have a 
feeling I am of greater use to my fellow-men than when sitting 
at p desk ina sWeatbox of an office. 


25, 1910, re getting a new interpreter. 





Letter of | 
Well, your good hopes haven't been realized and neither have 
nine. I also expected Mr. Ryssel to turn out differently, the 
more as he has been so many times in Sabie Anta He never 
informed me that his eyes and feet were so bad when hot weather 
was om. I had some severe talks with him on this aubject, but 
what avails it after one once has eet out. He posed as one 


knowing all about Central Asia, but-~lots of it was heresay. 
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Tn case I had found a real! strong,!willing fellow I would have 
found a whole lot more, especially in the line of wild vegeta~ 
tion. But the man couldn't walk or see at last and what can 
one do then? In case some accident befell him, his family would 
have put it to my fault and as I met his wife and his six or 
seven children, I felt duty bound not to expose him to too much. 
It is better he has returned again, enichats i shall be alone now. 
I hope to remain, however, in correspondence with this Mr, 

_ Ryssel, for he can supply us with a few things that other 
people do not know of. As soom as I know whether my authoriza~ 
tion will be renewed, I will give Mr. Ryssel an order for seeds 


and planta of Asparagus verticillarus for bleck currants of 





great cold endurance and for a few mre things that I have in 
my list. 


titer of May 27, 1910, about the balance I wrote you 





in my letter of April 19, 1910, as being probably (500.00, 
Well, I cabled you yesterday and I hope you still can make 
use of it, I was assured at the telegraph office that you 
would get the cable today. My expenses the last fiscal year 
have been very even’ , owing to the much greater salaries one 

| has to pay in Russia than in China. ‘This coming year I hope 
it wilt be somewhat better in this line. 

My thanks to you for being contented for the present 

with a quarterly itinerary report. It is really a great bother 
to send them once a month, the more as I am so often in out 


of+the-way places just at the time ach a report has to be 





7 written. 
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Letter of May 28, 1910, in which you state that you 
wrote Mr. Hollow a cordial note of thanks for his courtesies 
extended to me. Yy hearty thanks to you, Mr. Fairchild, for 
this, Mr. Rollow is one of the finest men I heave met here in 
this great Ruseian land and he was always willing to give me 
what I wanted: even without t asking for things, he offered 
them, Ag to regards what he wants, well, I wrote you a long 
time ago in a letter about it which letter you acknowledged. 

It was about publicati ons on dry~land agricul ture, citranges, 
persimmon scions, seeds of Walus sargentii, etc. I cannot just 
now lay my hands on the notes I made about him, but I am sure 
you will be able to locate again that Letter, | 

Letter of March £20, 1910, Yes, that turning over of 
the cart in the mountains of Geok Tepe, has left its mark yet 
on me, vies, my left shoulder aches me cmsiderably when I make 
an unexpected move with my arm It may be a few months yet 
before that pain leaves me, [I see with great sorrow how badly 
the alfalfas fare, which we with so much trouble collected on 
the road from Tiflis to Wladikawkas, and I packed them in 
particularly dry and in smell packages, as I had a feeling they 
wouldn't travel well in this time of the year, 

About hardiness of pomegranates in Washington, Yes, 
I think there are several such werileties. One grows for years 
already at the west entrance of the GQmithsonian Building. Have 


you ever seen it? This is double flowering variety. 








. Bolaedten 9 all aatadt te ot om nino 3 it oe ee 
Sot ,ditlorhel 20 oy 08 sana Utramt  08 oe ebro 




















on ovty of gatlitw eysuls caw od dus faad nies dalle ate 
betoKo ert ,agatdd so} yohisa I dadite neve ahah A > 
gaol e wee adem Tt aldo stage od date shames ot 2A ‘ant 
hoghalverion voy tettes dotde di dueda wittel anh oy emt of 
HOME qOTAt toh Tye GAINED RO gene Melek ide: toda, aw oo se 

dant tonmen I oto bide Lat to Shawecenttahion nesmtoser 
ete se Etet utd deoda shaw I eeden oft 80 nat er ak wort be 
stette! tadé lage otavel of olde mentee 
tq teve gibeae dot ,eoF., gOfel yf : 
toy wxiam e¢t stot esd yoqe? aoed te sahetawti odd ak emo, on 4 
eulet I aedv xiderebiea 9 om gedos tap be de Fol y oeatv “— “— ‘ 
toy auiinow wod.e of yan af, exe ya ditty even Sedoegxenu ne 
Yibed wod womree tae%y déiwreee I. yom ovee! ala act orn ; 


oe: 








e e.xatdod ite ae 





9 Ab Mod? Seioag T dae. 





saaiwald. rise weaaraaeie 
eds gallest # Sed I aa stopaioeg 8 at fae ant ts 
mre -  p fvtaoy edt Yo. omht eldé at. flew fe ent a ar 
.20Y .tedgrides! at eahanesgemog ne anentinad fits: tw iH 
e1aey tet ewoxg: ang. sah all arnileee mite aust : 
eval eaaubh I he@ siti edd te. 9 


ur 
"| a nS * 











1065. 

And that the little orange lily I found somewhere in 
China or Korea is growing so well at your place is a pleasant 
news to ms. The opinions of both Mres Fairchild and Dr. van 
Pleet are greatly valued by the undersigned. I do hope it will 
be an addition to our hardy garden plants. Yes, I too often 
dwell in my mind on your place in the woods. I see Sandy 
moving about between rows of cotk's combs and Amarantus and 
Morie religiously weeding the Peking lawn sedge and you mixing 
cement for a permanent cold~be@ in which to over-winter gender 
Plants and Mrs, Fairchild telis us that tea is ready,—=—= And 
then all of a sudden I look out of my hotel window and there 
Iam in quiet Samarkand, where low globular acacias border the 
side walks dnd where tremendous tall white poplars define the 
watercourses that rum everywhere all through the city. And the 
air is warm, yet not unpleasant and a Turcoman passes by, hawk~ 
ing black currants and cherries, shouting trelr names in Russian 
{Achorny smarodnaia ee vishna!)-<-Yes, let memories pass by, we 
ate too young as yet to indulge in them, Life is so very strange 
and moe of us really knowe for what we have to go sll through it. 

TI have quite another lot of correspondence to answer, 
too, and besides that working on my financial and itinerary 
reports, so I will conclude this rather lengthy letter, With 
my best wishes and greetings, also to all in the office, I remain 

Respectfully yours, 
FRANK WH. MSYER» 


ak 
piiwemde Lied? 1 QLE ereagiiaap inten 
tiideise (qn of Godly AH te Lie’ de Gkiedy el Mtan’ te Set 
aw itd Ses Siedounwt Jett ade Go andiaige sae seat of Bwaik 
Lite PF sqed cb t .neligrexdtdn gad Ue BGdtae Yivadia Ste sbele 
aeste oot T est edaale aobuby Wiad to" G0 delet ibe ny od 
““yawe ceo T° sehodw oft AE onal tiroy wo Baim ya kt ftowb 
gatsta soy bod oshie amet gataet ode gi tbesw ‘Usce ns tie ofaat 
1ehtieg Totiivevore of Aplde xP Sodahies taodamsdy 2 48T Homo 
peek eake ybaot at eet tae ay we, 9 DI Midieiwe Set” nid GRRALE 
‘esedt one webaty feted ya Ye asd door T nétinge We is Hee 
edt tebted aatoeos we fodofy wolf seedy )Baaulton, “Ge tcp nfm 
‘odd Satveh dialeoy off #. (fed amohaesiond ovsid Babe alew ebte 
eft Bad’ .ydte od? wae tie Waites ‘net Pett seraie ove saw 
awed 20 eosteq canucou? & fad dnseaetqnd a “ ville | 
nstenot mt semen Y tor ‘ga tevede yuo Mere bite bree va! 
ow ud eead ee troment tel ‘soTany Sarde By ‘pe at 
oycette Giev ow el ethr vitelfs AL Baieone ve’ tee WARE de le 
tt dgsotis Pie of of oved Bw ‘fait tot ewerst titsor ed ‘Yo ed bre 
twwine cf wndatitereerioo to tel tedécas St ee oven PN! 
(ieton itt hae Titer? ue ko ‘an! ie tate opbteed baa’ 60d | 
giv sette! Yitgmol téMtar etd? ehdteaco Titw Poe etrogs 
nba t Wadi ‘ont Wt rhe oF dite Jegnttod wae food a 


~ Uh bow afge mere: Seven shoe eee cers: oa qh i des 
nn u IAS te bigs ; atts ef # tae ae I, GRE Ua | - 
































Pr ae 
Ci & 














yo RRR hoa ak Ale 


- af a 
mde? See os aie 
J ne? ? + : 





1066, 
Samarkand, Turkestan, 
July 1, 1910. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Herewith I am sending you my financial accounts for 
the past quarter (April, May and June, 1910) and also my 
itinerary report for the same period. The first I hope Fr. 
Estabrook will kindly take care of and the last I suppase 
you will peruse yourself, since Dr. Menn hagn’t any longer 
charge of such work. 

About the Balance, I have left and of which I sent 
a cabbegram to the Secretary, how are we going to settle 
this? It will probably take a few mnths yet before the 
new authorisation and the money reach me, so I euppene £* 
is better that I eatin that balance for the present yet. 

AS soon as you find time, however, I would be very 
pleased to know how my finances stand. ‘the last letter I 
received on this subject was from Mr. Ustabrook and dated 
November 9, 1909, and it related to my adeounts for August 
and September, 1909. I suppose, however, all the accounts 
since have been passed 0.K. Otherwise I would have heard 
something about then. 

I found me a man again, willing to go in the moun- 
tains and rough it, but he does not know the sart language 
or any local dialects. He speaks Germn, Russian and Bolish, 
however. I am also in negotiations with an old hunter who 


retired last year from his position as game-warden in the 
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Hissar Mountains, the very regions I want to explore for the 
wild pistaches, pears, plums, almonds and leguminous plants. 
He hasn't decided as yet upon my proposals. Lots of bother, 
this everlasting changing of men} "here ought to be only one 
language in this world of ours. It would save us all so much 
winecessary annoyances. 

Weli, trusting this letter with its enclosures reaches 
you in good shape, I remain, wth best of greetings, siso to 
all in the office, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK WN, MOYER. 


ITINGRARY REPORT OF PRANK N, McYER 
COVERING THE PERIOD OF APRIL let to JUNE 30th, 1910. 


April 
1 In Tiflis, Caucasus. Correspondence tended to and 
pareéls with plants sent off, 
3 In Tiflis, Caucasus. Correspondence tended to, photos 
pot in order, | 
Be In Mflis, Caucasus. Baggage packed in and left by 
railway for flisavetpol. 
4 Excursion on foot from Mlisavetpol to vineyards in 
Helenendorf, Caucasus. 
5 Back from Helemendorf to Miisavetpol on foot, Col- 


lecting Medicagos on the way. 





TeGs 
edt tot, oradqxe 9 tuaw 1 noises Yrov ad? p ghntat mare qeselh 
fears bes abaomls yanule yetm9¢ wedpatalg bitw 
stedéed to to leeoqerg YM Moge toy ae Debloed. t'nead 9 
ane Yimo od ot difgrre ome ge Anes 4a wes aiites fzeve eldt 
dai 11s 88 come Dlr 4 ont. A ivee a wgeraral 


teddonn’ _geprastane oe age ee tt atten age wecrrdatess 


at Meee Oe eege, t0, deed se oil res Awa . hee Bt bl 
——e Agee th Ale 

ghia cogges orsrey, gina Rigeh sis aed or ong 
‘edywiy ae i 5 AIRS, bets Pee ee eee oe asryhiios e 3 


“he oar eed "AR Sie te a ey ere Dike ot ees 





seine Ly ie : 








of 


et oes eee Te Be tt font ey | 


taunt gedte ¢ ah 





dees am cI ot on ats * ates DB RVOD bawente 
addaedy lies <n atag aes a daieely Sapk omaid, at op Ate 
bas ot podene einen. ea aif PIER, aE ndash 
ogee Ane egy 8 tee itabasialelive ihdite Sg08 Rew 
soto ,cd bedned sonebieqeeyrot | .arene 0 ED ae adits 
2 stebre BP p00, mays 

er ‘ am, RES 
” ithe tome te facta: nating i 


eo anes sl ce OR 















PORT 2S okt aa La ston ae 
me ot ampantb a oii P | i) 





1068, 





rehor ‘oh Zoot from Elisavetpol to Karaji, col- 
lecting Wedicagos on the way. 
? Back on foot to Elisavetpol. Seeds bought in Tlisa- 
vetpol. 
8 ixeursion in mountains near Mlisavebpol. Collecting 
Vedicagos. 


9 Left Blisavetpol by train for Yeflay and went by 


carriage to Geok-Tapa on the road from 9 A.M. 
to 10 P.M | 
| 10 Inspecting collections of Iris of Mr. A. thelkovnikoff 
| in Gocek-Tapa | 
1 Indoors, heavy rains, making notes. 
gy | 12 Kxcursion to mountains near Geok~Tapa, collecting 
plants and bulbs. back by carriage from Geok- 
Tapa to Yeflage. Arrived at midnight, 
13 By vad ivey from Yeflag to miflis. Plants packed in 
in Tiflis, | 
14 Plants shipped off, correspondence attended to in Tiflis. 
—=6«26 In Tiflis. Visit to Botanical Gardens, wrious people 
| and to bank, | } 
16 In Mflis, Correspondence attended to, 
17 ‘Yn Mflis. Correspondence attended to and Seviea tun 
material bought. 
18 In Tiflis. Correspondence attended to and herbarium 


outfit looked over. 
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In Tiflis, Correspondence attended to and herbarium 
outfit bought. 
In Tiflis. Correspondence attended to and baggage 
overhauled. 
In Tiflis. Correspondence attended to and seeds 
described, 
In Tiflis. Correspondence attended to. Parcels 
intieped off, 
In Tiflis. Correspondence attended to. Thotos 
described and shipped, 
In Tiflis. Studded all day in Botanical Gardens and 
had conference with various authorities in that 
Garden. 
In Tiflis. Conference with Mr. Rollow, lr. Schmidt, 
Dr. Pfisenmayer and others. 
In Tiflis, Packing andi shipping non-wanted baggage 
to Bakue Correspondence attended to. 
Left Tiflis for Mshet on foot. Collecting plants enroute. 
Left Mshet for Dushet on foot. Collecting plants enroute. 
Left Dushet for Passanaura on foot. Collecting 


plants enroute. 


Left Passanaure for Gudawur on foot. Collecting plants 


enroute. 
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Left Guda-ur for Lars on foot. Collecting plants 
enroute. . 

Left Lare for Wladikavkas on foot. Collecting 
plants enroute. 

In Wladikavkas. Bought seeds and left by railway 
for FPjatigorsk, 

Arrived in Pjatigorsk. Conferences with a new 

| interpreter. 

In Pjatigorsk. Plante packed in and described, 

In Pjatigorsk. Plants shipped off and correspondence 
attended GO- Visit to vineyatds at Cheras, 

Tn ¥ietioor wes Visit to Essenduki and back to see 
native vecetation and nurseries, 

In Pjatigorsk. Visit to Kislawodsk and back to see 
an arboretum, (heavy raine thet day) CGonfer- 
ences with new interpreter, 

Left Pjatigorsk for Wladixavkas, arrived there at 
midnight. | 

In Wiadikavkas, Visit to police, Governor's office 

In Wladikavakas, Vist to police, Governor's office 
for renewing of passport, left by train for 


dhassaw-fiurt. 
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Arrived in Chassew-fiurt, Visits to fruit tree 
nurseries, famous vineyards and market. 

Left Chassaw-fiurt for Petrovsk by train. Visit to 
market in Petrovsk, 

Left fetrovek for Pemixkhanshura on foot, collecting 
plants enroute, 

Visit in Toemixrkhan-shura to fruit gardens and planta- 
tions. 

Left Temir-kchoaneshura for Petrovsk om foot. Collecting 
Plants enronte, 

Visits to vitionl tural school and to neighboring hills 
and left Derbent for Baku by train. 

Arrived in Baku. Correspondence and baggage matters 
attended to. 

In Baku. Plants shipped off. Correspondence attended to. 

In Baku. * " " “ re 

In Bakn. Seeds bought and tom " " 

In Baku. Visite to markets, herbarium specimens made 

| in shape, photos made in order. 

In Baku. Correspondence attended to; old interpreter 
gent off. 

In Baku. Seeds described aad packed in for shipment. 

In Bau, Seeds and plants deseribed and packed in for 


shipment * 
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In Baku. Large case with seeds shipped off. Corres- 
pondence attended to, New interpreter arrived. 

In Baku. Correspondance attended to. 

In Baku, Gorrespondence attended to and baggage ali 
packed in. Left in evening for Krasnawodsk, 
Turkestan, by S. 5. 

Arrived in Xragsnawodsk, Turkestan. Folice matters 


attended to and parks visited, 


In Krasnowodek, Passport matters brought in shape. 
Plants collected along seashore; left for Kisile 
Awart. 

Arrived in “igil~Awmrt, Visit to grain market. Left 
for Bacharden by train. 

In Barchar-den, Herbarium material looked over, Ne~ 
gotiat ions with cart men. 

Excursion to mountains near Bachareden. Collecting 
plants. 

Botanizing in mountains near Bacharden. Collecting 
plants. | 

Back from mountains to Bechareden. Collecting plants 
enroute. 

Left Bachar-den by train for Askabad. Visit to mrket 


in Askabad. 
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Looking over herbarium material. Correspondence 
attended to in Askabad, 

In Askabad, Plants sent off. Seeds bought. 

In Askabad. Visit to experimental station. 

In Askabad. Visit to police, Left Askabad by train 
for Nerw. 

In Merw, Overhanling herbarium mterial. 

In Merw.- Seeds bought on grain market. Left by cart 
for Kozelkovsky,. | 

In Kovilikovexy. ivvenging for a new interpreter, 
inspection of cotton and alfalfa cultures, 

Back from Kozilkovaky to Merw by car. Photographing 
trees in Merw, 

“Watt to Imperial estate Mungab in Baiream-ail, inspect- 
ing fruit garden and nursery, 

Left Merw for Ghartchul by train, 

In Chartchul. Visit to Police and Wr, Mulietsky, 
Inspection of nie natin experimental plantations. 

Visit to country s round Chartehui. Left for New Bokhara. 

Visit from New Bolkhara to Old Bokhara, 

Visit from New Bokhard to Old Bokhara. Conferences with 
Mr. Parkineon and Donohoe of the Reichardt Asiatic 
Trading Co. 

In Old Bokhara, Seeds bought. Fruit garden inspected. 
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Packing in of baggage. Left New Bokhara for 
Somarkand by train, 

Arrived in Samarkand. Paid off Mr. Ryssel, the 
interpreter. Correspondence and notes looked 
through. 

Visit to mrkets in Old Samarkand. 

In Samarkand. Yisits to parks and gardens, Assis+ 
tant paid off. | 

In Samarkand. Correspondence attended to. Cable} 
gram sent. 

In Samarkand. Correspondence attended to. 

In Samrkand, Visit to Horticultural School and 
Pilatoff vineyards. 

In Samarkand. Visit to grain mekket. Millets bought. 
Correspondence ebtentea to. Negotiations with 


new interpreter. 
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| ri 
Samarkand. Tarkestan 

| dune 28, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
| Herewi th ise picture of a fruit stall in the height 
| of the season as kept by ‘“ Sart fruit dealer. Just now there 
are no grapes yet here, but some very large appicots may be 
geen, also apples, small plums, yellow, red and black cherries, 
raspberries, black currants, nectarines and cucumbers. Hoping 


all is well with you and that the weather may be cool, I am 


with best of greetings, 


im i i i i 


Yours very tincerely, 


PRANK §. MYER. 


Somarkeand, Turkestan, 
July 2, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Dorsetts 
‘ Teamin receipt of that weighty letter of yours of 
May 23, 1910, and I herewith thank you for it. Yes, about 
these photo matters, 20r we have already eimveuses enough 
and both you and I have a goodly amount of other matters 
beside, so we will give this topie a well-earned rest for 
the present, And you yourself would give me a trained 
photographer along, bhlly! I wish you were rich! or better, 


yet, come along yourself? 
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Wany thinks for the news relative to the work and 
persons in our Department. Poor Dr. “glloway, he has surely 
been hit hard and of course, that really bad Washington climate 
is not very conducive to rugged health. I wouldn't live myself 
there very long if I had to be scooped up in «a little office, 

| Tam truly slad to her that Mr. Bisset was quite 
pleased with conditions he saw in our various stations down 
South and ont Veat. His remarks as a man fresh from Washington 
mast have been often shinai tes 

And Mr. | Powell ill ani Mr. Taylor also poor. Good 
Heavens, what are you people going to @ if such sad thins 
keep coming alonz. Tesert Yashington and establish a new 
capital in a more bracing part of the United States! 

Yes, you will get your hands full with prickly 
Brownsville also coming into our office. Beware of it, it is 
a Little porcupine, but with careful handling you still may — 
find it an attachable creature, Dr. Mann out of our office. 
So, @o. TI hadn't expected that, And other changes still in 
the process of evolution. Wothing is permanent in this vale 
of tears. You also say thet Dr. van Fleet contemplates hy- 
bridization work with the esrly fruiting cherry from Tang-si 
in case he remaine «t Chico. Well, that last sentence sounds 
alarming! I do hope he won't leave Chico for the next 8 or 


10 years! 
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Tam aleo in receipt of 10 postacards of yours 














dated May 15 (@), May 16, May 19, May 20 (2), Moy 24, Mmy 25, 
and May 26 (2), announcing receipt of vari ous letters and 
shipments, J am very sorry to hear how badly all of the 
Medicagos fare while in trangit. Your vard from May @ gives 
& good ides how the worious things sent sinh travel, Pome~ 
grarates are the best, graves tome next, then apples, Srunus 
fourth and then Yedicego roots. Well, it is better to have 
tried and to have failed than never to have tried at all. of 
gome of these wild Redicagos lt is almost Lieut Sn to obtain 
seeds in any quantity as sheep and goats devour them constantly, 
that is, at least, in the Ogucasus, 

If all things go well, I may leave within a few days 
for an extended trip in the Hissar Mountains. Tf haven't found 
the right kind of people, however, to accompany me. 

Well, wishing you good health and spirits to keep 
yo your maiifold duiies, 1 remain, tir, Dor sett, 
| Sincerely yours, 


PRANK W, MOYER. 
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1078, 
Samarkand, Turkestan, 











: July 4, 1910, 
Dear Mr, Mairchild: 

As things stand now, I may be able to leave tomorrow 
or Wednesday for the Hissar Mountains, I gt an interpreter 
and a guide, have seen the police authorities and am arranging 
for horsas, (We cannot go by arts or other vehicles. } 

It just came inte my mind that my bond expires 
August 35, 1910 and T am herewith enclosing my check for 715.00 
In @ase the euthor inet ten gets renewed and these Bond pains 
apply to you, would you then please settle this matter with 
them | 

‘Otherwise, I have little of interest bo mention. My 
‘life ie that of the “Wandering Dutchman;" many ups and downs! 
| Wali, goodbye to you all, | 
Respectfully yours, 
FRANK UN. MSY Re 
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1079, 
Tashkent, Turkestan, 
August 5, 1910. 
Dear Mr, Dorsett: 

Some days ago I sent you from Samarkand 2 gmail 
packages by registered Russian sample post. They are numbered 
789 and 790 and contain a root of Eremurus sp. and a few bulbs 
of Tulipa sp. 1 think the best plan would be to send both 
things to our bulb garden at Bellingham, where they surely 
will thrive better than in any other part of the United states 
I know of, I am enclosing herewith the notes belonging to these 
two numbers and also duplicate motes belonging to a large 
shipment I made today and sf which I am writing Pr. Mirchild, 

I am aleo in receipt of your letter of June 6, 1910, 
with the clipping from “Everybody's Magazine" about the wonder~ 
fully lerge fruits of Semrkand., What a liar this Mr, % Alex 
Powell (F.ReG.5.(7)) is. I wonder why magazines love to print 
such deobbrtig statements! Yes, I will charter en aeroplane to 
bring ait that stuff, not a steamer ss you suggest. That is 
too old-fashioned. 

_ Yea, I see how you are to accompany Dr. & Mrs, 


Galloway and f certeinly do wigh the Doctor will derive great 
benefit from his far journeys [It mst be very strange for 


him to do such a thing as crossing a large ocean and land in 
a totally strange country. | 
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I am these last weeks in great troubles on account 













of not being able to find the right sort of an interpreter 
or an assistant. Y have had experiences already with non- 
hardy fellows, with a swindler, with some hard drinkers and 
with very ncompeteny help and I am tired of the whole lot. 
I have seen a good many people of late and talked matters 
over, Wibenturkestan is a poor land to obtain a good helper. 
The good men have permanent jobs and cannot leave and the bad, 
shiftless element is abut of such » nature as there are so 
many in Qalifornia. ‘neompetent, lazy ani oink given over to 
drinking, whenever they get paid off, I really d> not know 
what to do at the present. Still, somebody T wili find, even 
if it fe a middling bad chap. 
dl Well, vest wishes to you, 

Yours very truly, 


PRANK N. MEYER. 
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L081. 
“ashkent, Turke stan, 
Angast 6, 1910, 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 
Yesterday I forwarded from here to Batoum ver 
Transport Co., Caucasus & Wercurius, 2 cases with seeds and 
herbarium mterial. ‘These 2 eases will go via Selmite & 
’ Zimmerman, Agents, North German Lloyd in Betoum and the 
aesistance of Mr. Alex Zeingartner, our Consul there, to 
Mr, Ie Pp Roosa, 2 Rector Street, Mew York City. IT have 
notified all three of these mentioned parties and trust 
this shipment will reach you a month or so from now. 
I am enclosing herewith the notes {inventory) 
belonging to this shipment, but I have many remrke to mke 
besides. 


Among the seeds there are Amygda lus communis, A. 


spinogsima, Cerasus prostrata, Cerasus microcarpa, Prunus 





divariosta, Capparis spinosa, and perhaps the sand-binding 
shrubs which I would like to see in the hands of Professor 
Mason, Of the Prunus divaricata, Prof, U. ». Hedrick at 
Geneva also ought to have s few seeds. 

fhe collection of apricot seeds, 1353e. to 1362a , 
ought to be sown out in such a place where there is lani enough 
to wait until they have fruited, #9 «8 to select the best 
varicties from among them, They sare all eweet~-kernelled and 


if large size, sweet-flesh ani sweet-kernel could be combined, 
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1032, 
the apricot growing sections of America would have gained 
considersbly, | 

Fog. 157Ge and 1579a, Nose xanthina? I like to see 
placed in Ir. Hisset*s hands, who will know best what to do 
with then. ‘The Datura 1589a is intended for Dr. True; ite 
headache curing properties are perhaps well cnown already in 
certain circles, 

The two gamples of poppy seed, 1590a and 139la, are 
also for Dr. True. The wrious siednantianienti-wik? come of 
edurse in the hands of the various specialigts; the cowpea, 
1394a, seems to be a very rare veriety? On the wheats and 
millets I am not much of a specialist and may be there is 
little new among than, although Nos. 4400a and 1401le T never 
Saw before ani the winter wheat, 14058, seems to be an 
unusually good ome, If the wheat and millet specialists would 
care to write to me, about what they most desire to obtain, 

I would know somewhat better what to look for. 

In the Herbarium material there are many things of 

importance and before this shipment is buried ints various 


cases, I would like to have drawn the attention of Messrs. 





Swingle and Mason to the Pistacia vera, A 
spinossima, A. bucharica, Cerasus prostrata, OC. nicrocarpa, 


Prums divericate, and Capparis spinosa. "o those interested 


in dry land vegetation also the above and the various Tamarix, 
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1083. 


lycium sp Acacia sp., Acer sp., Eleagnus angustifolia, Rphedras, 
Joniperus sp., Cslligonum sp., Colutes sp., Aihagi camelorum, 
ete, Rosa xanthing 7 T like to be shown to Wessrs, Bisset, 
Oliver and Dorsett and have them compare this material with the 
lot I brouzcht with me from China, which last one is quite another 
rose, moh lighter in color, of different habitus and less able 
to stand great colds than this one from Park estan. 

Vessrs. Piper, Yestgete and Brand will, of course, 
look at the Vedicngos and other leguminogae, while Mr. Hitch 
cook will certainly find some very interesting grasses among 
this ‘matortal. 

Then, there is a witch broom like diseas on willows, 
very prevalent here in Turkestan which may interest “r. Waite 
or Mise Patterson. 

About the labels I enclosed intthe sheets. I do not 
know what the custom ts in the herbartum in Yashington and how 
my Chinese specimens have been treated, but I would suggest not 
to destroy my labels until you 211 have talked that matter over. 
often one writes a remrk on ® label that is of wilue to a 
‘eollector in the field, but not to a botanist in charge of a 
dry collection’ Then, of the woody material 7 would like ts 
see the Arnold Arboretum provided with a fair ghare. I also 
wieh to see en entomologist and a pathologist look over the 
entire collection before it is stored sway, none interesting 

digeases may be found among the material? | 


Then, there are some samples among this shipment, 
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1084, 
like a few poppy heads and Rhubabb root for Dr. Prue; 5 sinall 
dried citrus fruits for lr. Swingle; 5 wheat ears for the 
wheat specialists; 3 soil samples for soil specialist; fungi 
for the specialists: Seales on Rhamms sp., on “amrix sp, and 


on Prunus armeniaca; Calls on "phedra sp., on Artemisia spe, on 





@ grase, on Rowan sp., om Atriplex ?, on Scutellaria sp. ‘These 
scales and galls for the Bureau of “ntowology. 


Then there is a bottle with various beetles which is 
intended for the beetle specialists in the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, There is also a dried-up mouse, which * found in the 
desert near Bachar~den and which I take to be rare, o specialist 
in the Smithsonian will probably be delighted with it end 
another one with the few smll shells from “rasnawods%. 

Well, I believe that is about all I heve to say about 
this shipment. ‘Trusting it reaches you in wood state, f 
remain with beat of greetings, 

Respectfully yours, 
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1085, 
“askent, Turkestan, 
fugust 7, 1910, 
Yr, Peter Bisset, 
Expert Plant Introducer, 
U. S. Dept. of Agrienl ture, 
Washington, DB Cr, WebSsAs 
Dear Mr, Bissett: 
Yam in receipt of 2 letters of yours dated June 16 
and Jun$ 26 and I horewith will answer them. | 
TI see Mr. Dorsett will be away a little over 3 
months Wy, what a long trip you fellows make nowadays. 
I am gala the bamboo smt is not be be seen on our plants in 
Brooksville; I just got a letter from Mr. Kennedy in Tang-si, 
China, who tells me there in his neighborhood the disease 
hasn't abated as yet, but attacks even the young bamboos when 
they first put out their leaves. He says, however, that only 
one sort is attacked, vis, the Tae (cho) Tsoh, I believe my 
No. 302, 
About Amygdalus davidiana being of so much promise, 
Iam gled indeed to hear it and hope to see any one of you 
make some hybrids between it and the ovdduavy peach. I will 
- be on the lookout for a good hardy cherry; unfortunately, as 
you probably know, the home of the sherry is Asia Minor and 
the Gaveasus and these regions ave really mild wintered, In 


the sand cherry and allied forms will ppobably have to look 
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1086, 
for a strictly hardy northern cherry. Yerhaps hybridization 
of Cerasus alrum and Prums Sesseyi may give us something good. 

I see your remarks as to the sending of post cards. 
Yes, although wuch work it is, they give me & much earlier 
information then letters do, I am just now in receipt of 9 
of them, some of them in duplicate, dated June 6 (2) om 13 (2) 
Jane 16, Jume 21, June 26 (53). 

Your observations om the yellow roses are very ine» 
teresting, I have just sent s lot of nudtadtun material of 
@® yellow rose I collected in the high mountains in the Samar 
kand Province. Please gompare it with the herbarivwea material 
Cae brought with me from Chine and see which is the genuine 
Rosa xanthina. I also sent seeds of this last rose under No. 
1378a and 1379a; it will in all probability grow é@ven in Ames, 
own, ani perhaps even farther north. 

And now about the deley of parcels and samples before 
they Teach the proper hands, Well, in case a package reaches 
you without an official shipping tag, it simply means that 
somebody took that tag off; there are always stams on such a 
tag when attached to a sample, when oh & parcel there are no 
stamps on ite Could it be that these stamps prove such a 
strong attraction as to incite certain folks to delay a ship- 
ment by cutting off such tags. in case this is so, 1 hope 
measures will be taken with euch parties, I sm etill in great 


troubles with my help, being without amybody for the present. 
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I soon will know whether I can get a certain fellow or whether 
_ I will have to look around again. Thies morning » young 
gardener of whom I hed been in hopes thet he could have 
aceompeni ed me, just told me he got a telegram offering him 
& good permanent situation in Astra¢han and T think he rather 
accepts that, then to wander a few months with “ in inhos« 
pitable mountain regions. As I wrote Mr. Dorsett, Turkestan 
is & hard country to find capable men who are at liberty to 
change situetions, Well, wouldn't a Russien in America 
exneriouce mach the same troubles in CASO ne wae somewhere 
| ani ‘the Mexican frontier, I often compare the two conntri es 
and find they are, in certain points, very much alike. 

i aim coming to a close now and conclude with cordial 
greetings, also to the other members of our office. 
| Sincerely yours, 


PRANK W. MEYER. 
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‘ashkent, Turkestan, 
fuguet 9, 1910. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild 

As I announced on a card a week or go ago, I am in 
possession of your appreciated letter of June 12, 1910 and 
herewith I will answer it somewhat more in detail, 

‘ Tam very pleased, indeed, to motice, how the var= 
ious plants in your garden grow so splendidly andnespecially 
that my Chinese introductions fecl epparently just ae much at 
home in moist kh tnaten-ee in dry Worth China. A pity f 
cannot see mre of all these introductions, but--that is the 
fate of a evllector; he collects and ships, but often never 
sees his plants agein, 

Tat the Cuereus cornea has stood your Washington 
winter certainly amazes me, Could it be &hat after ali this 
fellow comes from some high mountain in Southern China; it 
scons almost unbelieveable that a denizen of almost tropical 
climes could stand our winter unprotected. 
| | I see your remark about having acquired e piece of 

_ property from Vr, Leigh Hunt and where about is it situated ? 
You say, “Not as inaccessable ss that piece we looked at," 
but you n't say the least about its loeality. Yes, I sup- 

pose that Mr, Dorsett with his hustle and Mr, Bisset with his 
great knowl eige of practical gardening will have transferred 
that plece of land in a model little mursery or even Arbdmvetwa 


perhaps. 
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And Dr. B. T. Galloway an Agricultural Explorer? 
Truly, the Wheel of Life turns strange at times. I wonder 
how it will suit the Doctor. That is sure that you are 
having a triumph after triumph with your proposals! It 
certainly will be of great value to our office, this direct 
doming in contact of Dr. Galloway with plant introduction and 
exploration problems. 

Now you ask me to write down a few of the vroblems 
I think Dr. Galloway might consider on his trip in China. 
Well, that is a big suldanaiiis Firstly; the uses of the various 
Ramboos; then looking up the various citrus fruits along the 
southeast coast of Chinas then the weteland productions; but 
especially the tubers that are grown for human food, like the 
various Aroids; the fibre plants of South China, like the 
various Jutes (Corchorus sp.) which plants I think could be 
profitably gpown in our southern states; the hardier varieties 
of sugar cane which may move our sugar cane belt farther North; 
the hardier Varieties of Litchee® grown around Poochow, Fukien 
yeovinns. These are said to be even better than those of 
Canton. Then there are the southern forms of persimmons, some 
of which my not be Diospyros Kaki, but another species, at 
least I have seen herbarium mterial from Formosa and from 
Hongkong that was not D. Kaki, as we have it in North China. 
Then, there is the palmfibre industry in South Central China, 


viz., Chamaerops excelsa, which produces a very strong fibre 
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fit to mke woven mattresses from. It could be grown in the 
milder portions of our southern states. I don’t think Dr. 
Galloway will go much in North China, but in case he should 
go the peaches, pears and persimmons are worth to be given 
another look over, 

Yes, as you said, the establishment of a propagating 
garden near Shanghai is one of our main things. I hope the 
needs of something like it will be favorably impressed upon 
Dr. Galloway's mind. Wo, I hardly expect to meet the Doctor 
for before I am in Peking again, perhaps more than a year will 
have flown by and then we hope Dr. Galloway sits safe and sound 
again in Washington, D. C. 

Yes, now, a fow words about myself. J have bad luck 
these last weeks, simply not being able to find the right sort 
of fellows to accompany me. What I want is an intelligent, 
hardy fellow of good habits, but to find such a chap seems to 
be exceedingly hard here in Turkestan. I have had experiences 
with hard drinkers; with non-hardy, weak characters, with one 
swindler who wanted me to pay 4 roubles to send » package off 
by parcel post, thinking I wis a Carnegie or a Rockefeller. 
Then a few very incompetent ones came into my service, men who 
had lied about their knowledge of Museian and German; one of 
these last could not even read or write either one of the two — 
languages and yet had boldly said he knew both well, And if 


there was only one language here it wouldn't be so bad yet, but 
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in the mountains one hae to have people with one who know 
some of the native tongues, like Sart, Ousbeck, khirghis, 
Farsee and many more which are, although related to one 
another, still in many ways quite different, I have sent 
money to a German family near Verw to have one of them come 
up to meand go with me in the mountains, but up to the 
present they haven't even answered me yet. IT also ordered 
my old Chinese interpreter Chow Hal Ting to come here in 
Tashkent and sent him also money, I suppose in about three 
Weeks he may be here. I have been talcing to several men these 
last days about getting me a good fellow willing to rought it, 
but up to now I haven't found the right sort of & man yet. 
As Mr. Schroeder, the director of the Agricultural Experiment 
Station, said to me a few days. ago whén I approached him on 
this matter: "Mr. Meyer, it ia very hard to find a good man 
here in Turkestan, but it is still harder to retain then!" 
He too cannot find the right people to work in the Station. 
Well, the climate in Tashkent is not a healthy one, there is 
much fever and although the winter is cold) the summer is very 
hot and lasts long. I too don't feel as healthy already as a 
few weeks ago. I suffer from bowel troubles which is very 
prevalent here among a1] classes of the population. Do you 
know what I heard? ‘That Hansen is again in Turkestani He had 
ordered his former interpreter, A Dr. Davne from Moscow, I 


believe, to meet him here, We searched for this Dr. Bene, 
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but he had moved away farther North. Is Hansen here on his 

own account? Or could it be he has been sent out again by 
the Department? I hardly can believe that, however. Turkestan 
ig an interesting land with all its drawbacks. ‘The fruit here 
is plentiful and cheap and not kept high priced artificially 
as is done in America. If the Russian Government was more 
energetic, this land could supply Western Furope with early 
melons, grapes, watermelons and minor fruits, but Russia sleeps 
as yet. Her officials know certain things, bot they are too 
lethargic to move. The day of the Slow hasn't come yet. 

Well, i. Pairchild, where are you going to this 
sumer? 

Wishing you, Yre. Fairchild and the children good 
health and good luck, I remain | 

Very sincerely yours, 


PRANK N, MOYaR 


Pee I got a letter ‘rom Mr. ¥. Fischer at “ara, Brasil; 
he seems to be doing 0.K. makes a good salary and has lots of 


work to do. 
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Tashkent, Turkestan, 
August 10, 1910. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

I have been recsiving several letters from you of 
late and I will herewith answer then, 

Letter of June 5, about seede being received and 
identification of No. 13128 and 13l4a, alse eatin some to 
Vilmorin, Andrieux & Co. You also mention that you have 
arranged to write to Prof. Rollow in regard to the grape 
varieties I did not obtain this winter. I suppose that also 
includes the alkali+resistent grape, of which you wrote me 
in Letter June 3 B. with the note of Mr. Kearny copies in 
it. Iwill write, however, Mr. Rollow for this one myself 
aleo. In Letter of June 3, C. you say about I. Ryssel that 
he looks somthing of a fighting man; yes, he once might have 
been so, though not as mech as he looked. When I came to know 
him the evening of life had descended already upon him, though 
his age wag only 48 or 49; some people grow much sooner old 
than others. 
tter of June 3, D, 1910, informe me about pakkages 





of seeds and samples received. 

letter of June 4 A, 1910, with enclosure of copy of 
Wr. Taylor's letter of June &, 1910, about the Unshu-Mikan 
mndarins, Yes, these manderins looked very much like Satsuma 
although they were smaller in size than those usually seen in 


America. 
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Letter of June 4, 3B, 1910, about Vedicagos received 
from Piatigorsk. ‘Yes, I also received several post cards 
about this shipmnt which I answered in a letter from Samarkand 
+o Mr. Dorsett. 

Letter of June 4, C, 1910, re Mies Austin’s request 
that I state in my notes whether wheats and barleys are summer 
or winter varieties. Please tell this kind lady that the 
undersigned will be very happy to do so if he only could be 
sure of it, bute-when buying « quantity of grain on « market 
often Imnareds of miles away from its original locality of 
production one often receives from the merchant - most unsat- 

isfactory answer in regard to its various properties, if 
| one aske whether it is s summer wheat, they say yes, and when 
suggesting it probably may be a winter one, ome also gots yes 
a8 an answer, so one feels like shaking such mon up end down. 
Of course, we don't do that, but--we cannot put on our notes 

what the grains in question are. 

Letter of June 10, 1910, announcing the receipt of 
‘@ ppckage of seeds and semples from Balu. 

Letter of June 16, 1910, about the non-receipt of a 
parcel containing 10 photographic plates. tf suppose that in 
Gase they haven't reached you since, they have been apprehended 
by somebody and I suggest you make an official case of it by 
writing to the Department for postal affaires in 5t, Petersburg 


and have your letter registered. I enclose herewith the slip 





sbreo teer fareves hevtoowr eele I yeoY .tetowh¢slt mort 
biesieme? aovk seddel a i Sowewene § do keie wmeeh ie: terods 


ihe WES OE ON eat age ye 


Sseapet e'nitesA well or {OCR (0 (2 ead %¢ getjed om 9! 
nome ots ew nad Are edeuriw Yedtartw Bed ere I tatt 
ont) tate Ghel boob ahd Let seaof” ~ vee totter godd Wdo 








ed hives ying ef L2 oe ob ed teat weet of “LR bods keteine _ 


texto & se nhery te we Maaiiy “8 ‘opebysed dorwiutad (ti 6 Cate 


“fo hilseel Lenk give att wert yao o alii Re dbeshined WOH | 


~tauiw Geom s inacotest edf moet gevtoss? nedte ee nd Menbéde 


2 seetiveqony ewotcey WHE oo bites at Lowen Weleate? 
odw Rea ,8ey Yaw tert (eetty venue a ef of delded hee vkio 


eo edey Cole eno jono sete Me « ad Yon Gidédore OF Gitseodgae 


sitwod bute qur mon sere gutadrie elt eiéet ‘ode oe iewdltd Hs He 


‘Bote th ao tee Parkins owsmtnd pte ob toh ov od ts08 HO 
° "fone tetteor MD ented edF Fade 
to ofeont ot srtontenne /OLOE OL ont te wester™ “9 ¥ lt 
earhak mertt. nota bts ebsee = nea 

a te duleootuten cite tweda’ (oredr 








at tedt eveqqwe I .wedate sendiagunees tauidaaaeai } 


Sobnoderaqe dost ered yedt costes wey DddGedd Peed yods onan 
WF! Te eta Lato to’ or orien wdy teegude’ Y tna Yoadetiow Ww 
Btsdorotel M0 nt ettatte Lebdety Yer tnetiiekinet he de getER 
Gifs edt Wivered Goolsne I sheveddbve'r ad etel tedy vad brs 


sai ease al 








' 
d 
: 

4 
i 


—— eo ee 





L095. 
obtained when sending the package off. It would be a great 
pity if these photos should be permanently lost. Those 
aiesing numbers were in that package and I didn’t retain 
them, 

Letter of June 21, 1910, in which there are many 
matters, About the soy bean coffee, yes, as I had written 
you from Baku, I ordered the 12 cans of coffee, bat the firm 
apparently shrank from the great difficulties connected with 
the direct shipping of such things to America and sent instead 
or 12 small ones, Which easily could have gone as samples, a 
box with 6 large ones to the Consul at Betoun, without any 
further instruction. I since got « letter from them and have 
been in correspondence with our Consul and I just received a 
letter from him thet he sends you this coffee by registered 
mail and has notified you of the shipment, In. that letter 
from the soy bean coffee company, “Argo” at Nurile, Caucasus, 
they ask me for a testimonial to be printed in the literature 
about this entfec, Iam writing them, that I am turning their 
letter over to yor as I am not ina pasition to give my opinion 
without consultation and I herewith enclose that letter, elie 
ing it over to you what to do. I haven't found a good inter- 
preter to translate it correctly for me, but the gist is this; 
that they sent me the coffee I requested for that they refund 
me the money, but sent the pac«age to the American Consul, 


that they are very pleased with my remarks about the good 
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1096, 
quality of their uroducts and that they would like to get 6 
testimonial from me to be printed in their literature about 
this new product. 

t sm — very glad to hear that of all the regions 
in the United States Oregon and parts of Yashington are the 
only places where haselmtese and filberts have been suéceasfully 
grown. Rather strange? There must be regions in the Southeast 
like in North Carolina, for instance, where they also ought to 
succeed. | 

About Mr, Wilson, well, I got private information 
that he is on his way to China again and as in his former trip, 
for the Arnold Arboretum, 

And about the minimum temperatures in Nikita, well, 
Mr. Kalaida is, like apparently all Russians, a very poor 
sorréespondent. Upon my cards and registered letter IT haven't 
even had a sign of an anewer, I have written many Russians 
these last months, bute-anewers are not forthcoming. 


Letter of June 21, 1910, about the prosaid potato~ 





onion, Well, al though I see thet Mr. tracy doesn't think much 
of them, it seems that the people in the Caucasus hold them 
in great esteem and it is good that Mr, Bisset will have them 
tested in the Northern and Western states; Wshingtin after 
all ig a poor place for a vegetable testing station; its 


Glimate is too local and not a good one even at that. 
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Letter of June 25, 1910, with enclosure of Mr. A. 
Zappone's Letter of June 17, 1910. You say “you are taking the 
necessary steps to cover my financial requirements during the 
coming fiscal year.” Well, I will wait then with refunding 
money until I know the exact amount and until I hear more from 
You. 

Tam also in receipt of a P.O. of yours dated June 
16, 1910 about the little Gamera not yet being received. 
Well, in case this should fare like the ‘tittnmininse Plates 
you will have 80 roubles refunded. I herewith also enclose 
the slip I pecsived and suggest that you retain it until at 
the end of this month and in case the camera hasn't turned up 
yet by that time, to take proper strict official measures with 
the postal suthorities. 

I also found here in Tashkent upon my arrival a 
¢tablegram from Secretary Wilson and forwarded to me from 
Mr. Alex. Heingartner, American Consul in Batoum, reading: 
“WASHIIGTON. WIRED WARRAN? PIVE THOUSAND. DOMAILED. WILSOH," 
TI suppose thie waluable slip of paper will reach me in due 
time. 

I am aleo in receipt of letters of Messrs. Dorsett, 
Bisset and Magon, which I have anagwered already. 

With best of greetings, also to those in our office, 
I am 

Yours respectfully, 
PRANK HN. MUYER. 


* 
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Tashkent, Turkestan, 
fugust 20, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Tairchild: 

LT have postponed writing to you day after day in 
the hope I could tell you something less negative than matters 
are with me these last days. T% seems, however, that luck is 
against me as regards being able to find «a suitable interpreter 
or a somewhat capable assistant. I have tried several times 
now to obtain a peek man, but everytime something came between 
and the bird eapeped without my getting hold of it. as I. 
wrote you, I know some German settlers near Merw and the 
three sons of one family are all huntere and can rought it 
and love it, too. Well, some weeks ago I wrote them, two 
times even, enclosing 2 roubles for travelling expenses 
and several days ago I got a card from them that they are so 
busy with their field labors that they cemnot come in this 
time of the year. It took that eard 4 days to cover that 
short distance from Merw to Tashkent, thanks to the fastnese 
of the Russian internal mil service and the money had not 
even then reached these people and, of course, I haven't got 
it back either. 

Another chap working at the Experimental Station 
near Tashkent, got an offer of a good permanent position in 
Astrachan and although very sorry he couldn't accompany me, 
he felt thet a permanent aituation was worth more than a 


temporary roving one like would have been the case with me. 
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1099. 
Well, he was somewhat young yet anyway for my work, for in 
dealing with the natives it is better to have a somelthat 
experienced man, otherwise one gets contimally cheated and 
annoyed. 

Then there ie a Germanmurseryman here, Mronberg by 
name, who hed an assistant gardener who went on leave to 
Riga a month ago, He wae expected back 10 days ago, mt up 
to the present his emloyer didn’t even get a card from him. 
According to Mr. Kronberg, this man loves collecting work and 
he would have allowed him to go with me for several months, 
Thon last week I had a German fellow ont on trail for one day. 
He can walk all right, but «~ dense as a pisce of rhinoceros 
leather! Such a man is of absolutely no value in our work 
ana is most times even an encumbrance, 

The latest attempt is to cet a Sart who ie said to 
' be well educated; unfortunately the man is somewhere in hiding 
for some reason or another and his exact whereabouts seem to 
be known to only one or two. Tat least have not been able 
to see anything of him, sei he may appear any moment in my 
hotel, 

There are some minor people I have pulsed about going 
in the mountains, but one would only go vhen being assured of 
always having horse and another drinks too heavily and such 
worthies I rather leave alones I have had already my experiences 


with them. ‘Turkestan is one of the outposte of the great 
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Russian Empire and intelligent, energetic people do not seem 
to favor this part of their country; some stay here for a 
while and then move away again. A great part of the onlinary 
people are ex«soldiers who stay here on account of not having 
any position in their original homes, ‘the illiteracy, very 
great in Ruseia in General, is something remrkable here. I 
doublt if one out of ten can read and write decently; we even 
found a postal ¢lerk who couldn't write without many bad mise 
takee and this fellow sits as a publie writer in the -post 
office in Tashkent! | 
Well, all thie delay is, as you surely feel with me, 
of very great annoyance to me and worke really depressing, 
There are motients when the loneliness of this exploration work 
becomes too great and I like to fly off to regions where I can 
find more intellectual and social surroundings. ‘ni I hare 
such a long journey yet ahead of me. Great Seott, before I 
appear somewhere in Uastern China, I will have gone through 
many a lonesome aay. That is one of the troubles connected 
‘with exploration in out-of-the-way plasens viz., this loneli-+- 
ness and thie great waste of valuable time and energy. Of 
course, it could be worse yet. Polar expeditions are still 
way ahead of our work in waste of all sorts of things. 
Well, in former letters I have only given fragmen- 
tary information in regard to my trip in the mountains sonth- 
east of Samarkand and herewith I will relate our adventures 


somewhat more in detail. 
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As I wrote you from Samarkand on July 4th, 1910, I 
had piienset a guide and had an interpreter already for a few 
days. We had seen the police about our trip and the Chief 
had said everything was 0.X., but im Pendshikent we would 
have to got ‘ paper from the polige there. | 

On Tuesdey, July 5, we had negotiations with various 
horsemen and cart pepple and ag were assured that in Pendshi~ 
kent we would be able to cet cheaper and better horses, we 
went by a large cart to that last named city on the next day, 
where we arrived after a hard ride at 10 Pele that same day, 
July 6. 

On Thursday, July 7, we inspected the grain market 
and seed stores where I bought some samples of various things 
and in the afternoon we had conferences with the police and 
with horsemen. fT got 4 siete from the acting chief of policé 
and on Priday, July 8, we left Pendshikent. We travelled first 
through a dry, elevated plain, where scanty growth of wheat, 
barley, linseed and rape was to be seen, while tens of thou» 
sands of locusts were devouring whatsoever they could find. 

In the afternoon we went through a few gullies and passes and 
then mountain ¢limbing had begun. On a few places we saw some 
beautiful Bremurus and yellow larkspurs, but in general the 
mountains were devoid of vegetntion, sare some Astraszalus and @ 


Capparis spinosa and some Artemisias. 4% 9 PLM. we stopped at 
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last ina town called Stood, about 5000 ft. above sea level. 
We slept on the porch of the Mohammedan temple and got but 
little supper that night, it being too late to find anything, 

On Saturday, July 9, I went around tod several 
hourg in the mountains, collecting seeds and herbarium miterial 
and at noon we left with our little caravan of 6 horses and 
we six men; (interpreter, guide, 3 horsemen and myself.) We 
passed throuch a wild mountain valley where a roaring torrent 
Was still eating out its bed deeper and deeper; after having 
sdaled a dangerous, dry mountain, we arrived at sunset at a 
beautiful cold lake et 10,000 ft. altitude, this lake is called 
Malikullan and is fed from the eterna] snows on the mountains 
around. The water was 86 cold thet one wouldn't readily bathe 
| in it and as for drinking, ome could only take a mouthful at 
the time. The soil in these high regions is very sterile and 
the growing aeason but very short, for the snow melts away in 
early May and returns again ss Wis begimming of September. 
Still one finds there masses of Junipers (Juniperus foet idissima?) 
Barberries, bush honeysuckles (Lonicera p+)» yellow roses 
(Rose xauthina?), e mountain ash (Sorbus thianshanica?) besides 
various herbaceous plants like Hremurus sp. Gentiana verna? }, 
I eorurus? several compositae, etc. We were lucky enough to 
find an encampment at the lake of  loeal Sart administrator 
and slept that night in a tent made of carpets, but still it 
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was cold, after coming in two days from the hot plains. 

Qn Sunday, Tuly 10, we left our lovely, silent 
sheet of water and climbed over one high and difficult mountain, 
where the descent wis at times even dangerous and horses and 
men all being tired, we camped at 4 7P.M. on a grassy, level 
Place, near a stream and had a great time in getting enough 
to eat, for there are very few people in this hich elevated 
region of Central Asia and food is se¢arce and at times not 
even obtainable. We got, however, sour milk and pea~flour 
bread and with some conserved sausages, we had still with us, 
we made a meal of it. The interpreter, however, could not 
stand the rarified mountain air and had heavg nose~bleedings 
twice a day and felt quite weak. The guide who was addicted 
to strong drink, could not get anything, of course, and had 
bec one very sullen, so you mey imagine thet I was not in a 
very sociable company. 

Well, on Monday, July 11, we passed through wild, 
rocky scenery, going along precipies where the horses had to 
be led by two men, one at the heed and one at the tail, so as 
to prevent accidents, In the afternoon about 5 o'clock, while 
collecting wild cherries, (Nos. 1348) on the mountain slopes, 
we came all of a suiden upon 5 caravan, consisting of 20 
people and stihl more horses. It proved to be the civil- 
administrator of the district, accompanied by the chief of 


police of Pendshikent, an interpreter, local chiefs of villages, 
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guards, scouts, ete. Well, our meeting was somewhat remarkable 


as few white men ever travel in these regions. he first we 
were asked for were, of onurse, our passports. The adminis- 
trator {a Russian police officer of high rank) said thet my 
papers were not as they ought to be, as they were not definite 
enough, but I told him 7 had receifed them so from the acting 
Ghief of Police in Pendshikent. Well, he let us go on. Half 
an hour leter, however, a messenger came to us informing we 
had to return as the ainministrator did not feel he gould let 
us go on any further. Well, I sent my interpreter back to this 
administrator and gave him instructions (this interpreter) to 


inform him that we would go on anyway as I had permission from 


‘St. Petersbrug and in case he would not let me go any farther 


I would report all matters through my Mmbassy, Well, the in- 
terpreter came back again after a long time and said that in 
case I would go on farther independently, the administrator 
would have us arrested in the next village and sent back toe 
Samarkand under gnuerd, so it would be better to return volun. 


tarily and have another talk with this suspicious administrator. 


‘Well, we came late in the evening in the same village where he 


was stopping and had a conference. ‘The gist of the talk me 


this. ‘The Chief of Police in Semerkand had had no right to 


tell me I cumld go on to Pendshikent, as this city didn't 


belong to his district. The acting Chief of Police in Pend- 


shikent had made ae failure of the document that he gave me, 
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1105, 
having forgotten namely to mention the exact date and number 
under which my permission from St. Petersburg and He {the 
Gi vildadmini strator) being held responsible for the district 
I wae travelling in, could under these circumstances not 
allow te to go on any further as I could be somthing else than 
@ mere botanist, Of murse, such a last sentence always carries 
much weight with the lower feelings of lots of military and 
seml~military people.) Well, I gave him my opinions about 
treatment of us people here and told him 1 would complain of 
this. fle said he would allow me to stay there in this village 
until a messenger had arrived from Samarkand as he would 
investigate this affair; if things were found to be 0. I 
' eould proceed farther on, if not, I would have to return under 
guard. I had a short conference with my men and then told 
this administrator that as it might take o messenger to and 
from Samarkand from 5 to 10 or even 12 days before IT could 
have been cleared of his suspicions and as my caravan alone 
Gost me from 15 to 20 roubles per dey, I had to deutine his 
offer, but wanted to return by another road to Samarkand and 
investigate this matter myself and find out who wise responsi- 
ble for this mishap, Well, he was kind enough to allow this 
and as I promised him f would not escape, I didn't even get 
any guard with me. How our feelings were aga inst these 9 vere 
suspicious authorities you may easily imgine. My interpreter 
even said that he could use violence with him, but of course, 


YY absolutely forbade anything of the sort. 
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4nd so we left then that village of Peki on 
Tuesday, July 12, 1910, went for the whole day along an 
extremely bad road where often the path went simply over 
sticks and poles, put slantingly in the rocks and covered 
over with brush and dirt and winding along the roaring Yarefshan 
River, sometimes level with the water, then agabn several 
humired feet above tt Wales of accidents made us apprehen- 
sive of the great dangere of this road, but thanic Heavens, 


nothing passed save the baggage looking less respectable in 


the evening than it had done dt the offset. We had to 


employ 3 porters at the most dangerous points to carry the 


more valuable baggage, for it was too unsafe to allow it to 


remain on the packhorses' backs, especially my satchel where 


all passports and valuable oapeve are stored. When, for 
instance, my letter of credit, together with the passports 
had gotten down in the deep, I could almost as well ven shot 
myself, the more as 1000 roubles in paper money was also amng 


its contents. It is my policy to have all my va vable 


bebongings in only one receptacle which has to be strong, 


not to be too heavy to be carried casily by one person, but 
also not to be so light that one easily can rul away with it 
and which plete of baggage always has to be taken care of the 
yery first + ing and which is always at night at my own head, 


Well, we passed this road, which ie one of the worst T have 


geen in my life, safe and sound and slept that night beneath 
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1107, 
old apricot trees in the court of a local dignitary in the 
propperous town of Orono, wf tuated in the rich valley of the 
tarafsnan. 

On Wednesday, July 13, we follwed the Zarafshan the 
whole day and passed several villages, where or@hards of 
apricots, mulberries and walmite intermingled. Wild vegeta~ 
tion, however, ig almost absent, Waturally a dry climte, 
the long occupation of men has exterminated what little there 
formerly grew upon the muntain slopes and in the glens ard 
today everything is scorched and barren. 

On Thuraday, Juiy 14, we left the town of Langar, 
where we had stopped for the night and pessed through a 
region where almost no —" sit was found at ally everywhere 
mountains and precipices, all rock and cliffs, As a result 
no Villages were found ani ae distances were too long to 
} carry away woody vegetation, we found lots of interesting 
plants: Pistaches, almonds in 3 species, Prwms divaricata, 
Maples, Junipers, Coluteas, etc. tn the herbarium material 
I sent off a few weeks ago, you will find many labels bearing 
7 Gate of July 14, 1916. Ag I had to do al the collecting 
myself, my men not being intel ligent enough for its T was 
vather tired that day and was gled to sleep again on the 
porch of s Mohammedan Mosque, notwithetanding a strong wind 
blew all night through the tall wiimt trees and made one 
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1108. 
dream of storms at sea and fights in forests. 


Priday, July 15, saw us leave Wishist and lete in 


. the afternoon we came back again in Yendshikent, where our 


early returning caused lots of surprise, for we had said we 
would stay out at least one month. And now we went to the 
police again and found out my name hed been booked, but that 
the scting chief of Pp. was at fault. hen the horsemen, 
vhom I had paid 100 roubles in advance besides having then 
lended money on the road wouldn't return the money and we 
had to ask the assistance of the police and a judge to get 
most of it back, Still over 12 roubles I had to lose by it, 


besides finding it an extremely unpleasant labor which lasted 


all through Friday evening and Saturday, July 16. ‘The guide 


whom I had given some money to got dead drunk and made troubles 
worse, Yes, this whole trip was tragic-comical: It is mod 
that I am sufficiently hardened off to stand a wee bit of 


trouble, otherwise such matters are sble to mike one lose 


| temper and sense. 


On Sunday, July 17, we left Pendshikent again by 
Cart and after a long day's ride we arrived in tamarkand at 


9 P.M. 


On Tuesday, next I went to the Governor of Samarkand 


and complained verbally about this treatment [ had experienced 


at the hands of his sub-ordinates. Well, he was a very kind 


man, had all things found out straight away and in less than 
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1109. 
an hour I had a paper in my possession giving me full rights 
to travel in the same district I had been chased out. ‘The very 
administrator who had been eo suspicious, was smiles all over 
and pointed out places on the map where many plants were found 
and offered to Golleet mterisl even, ‘ni there the thing 
rests. ‘The main culprit is the acting Chief of Police of 
Penashikent who forgot hie dates and mumbers, but the secon 
one is the Chief of Police of Samarkand, who told me to go on, 
without seeing the Governor first, although it would have been 
batter to do @o. I told the Governor it was no honor for Euegia, 
that a sGientific expedition of a foreign uation came to nei 
through ineapacity of Russian officiate who certainly ought to 
know their business as regards routes and paperse He looked 
rather aerious when hearing this and I suppose the matter may 
atill have a teil for the officiala concerned, 

Whbn in Samarkand, my interpreter in the waithvine 
found out that certain things had bean taken from hSaddwelling 
while absent and he made this as an excuse for not willing t5 
go any longer with me, althoush 1 knew thet it was the hard« 
ships with me and the want of the “flesh pote of Teypt" that 
meade him stay tack, Ne promised, however, to accompany me to 
Tashkent ani fine me another interpreter, but after having had 
private troubles at hotle, he also didn't want to do that and 


left me alone. Wow I could have gone to the police and forced 
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him to stay with me as Tf had a wil 





lesa that I had engaged 
him for at least ono month, but I hed in mind an 014 Duteh 
sayings ‘mit onwillige honden ie 't slecht hazen vangen", 
"Tt ie a bad job catching hares with unwilling dogs.” And 
in my work especially, if people don't put 2 little sympathy 
into it, one gets almost nothing accomplished st all. 

Well, on Wednesday, July 20, the interpreter left 
me end I labelled and packed in collected seeds and plants» 
for several days there in Somarkand and not until a weel 
later did I find another suitable fellow, vis., on July 26 
and for fear that he too might catch wind of mountein climbing 
éifficulties I took him off the same night to Tashkent. Here 
I found that seeds which I expected Yr. Palet sky from Chartechul 
to have sent to a party here hadn't arrive yet and thet few 
other new seeds were to be found here and as such | shipoed the 
& cases off in which mostly material ie found from my stay in 
and near Samarkand, 

On Wednesday evening, August 3, the 2 cases were 
ready to go but the express office was closed and the next day 
the interpreter got intoxicated and never showed up for the | 

whole day, but on Fridey, Auguét 5, the cases went in the 
morning and the interpreter at night. ‘he man had to be home 
in Samarkand anyway for a few days and I found him to be so 
“ubterly uncultured and even illiterate, that I didn't went 


him back again, Ae an official, representing a foreign govern- 
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iii. 
- ment, one cannot afford to be tied up with such sort of 
people. If distances were mot a0 tremendous here in Russia 
I would make a trip to Samara or St. Petersburg and find me 
aniintelligent man sgeln, but~-on the other hand the short« 
ness of tiem I would emply such a man does not warrant all 
the outlays. 
Well, as I wrote you, I sent money and instruction 
to my old interpreter, Chou Hai Ting, In Kashgar and I 
SUPpO 8S he ig already on the roed to me, in a week perhaps 
he may be here and then I will leave for Chinn. | Maybe it 
will be easier there than it is here. 
Well, Mr. Muirchild, this is an old-fashioned letter 
agains I hope you can wade through it. 
| Wi th vest of regards, also to ail in our office, I 
remain 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK YW, MEYUR. 
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Lille, 
Tashkent, Turkestan, 
August 29, 1910. 
Miss Grace M. Cramer, 
Executive Assistant to Dr. Fairchild, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
| Washington, D, C, 
Dear Miss Cramers | 

Your kind messages of July 1, July 5 and of July 26 
{2 letters) reached-me here ©. with their respective end o» 
sures. Firstly let me cordially congratulate you with your 
promotion and your rank, although I most confess your official 
address ig rather lengthy. 

In your letter of July 5, 1910, I notice how some 
things arrived in good condition, how other things were dead$ 
Yes, your remarks about hot conditions of both spheres of 
despatch and of receipt having ¢ontributed apparently to the 
health of the objects seem true, although wiexplainable. 

Your fourth of July wacmfe and sane, eh, well, 
good for you and the American public at large. Why shovwld 
we blow young, healthy people to ple@es simply to s ow we 
are celebrating, 

In letter of July 26 I, 1910, I see how various 
letters of mine have been received, And Dr. Gallowy already 

; in Jayan! Travel goes quick nowadays, doesn't it? And one 
sud boase full of exploration nesessities was though to last 
for 16 years, Dear me, (an English expression, by the way). 
| Dr. Galloway will soon find out it isn't half enough. Did 
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he get his bales of Sphagmum moss already and oil paper, 
cotten cloth, Chinese ink to write addresses with, etc.? 
He will soon find out what it means to be an explorer out 
in the field | 

And poor Miss Hurdle] I never knew she was as dad 
ae thet. Well, she was from southern stock and lived in a 
bad climate. Wo wonder she died so young. “She was religious, 
however, wasn't she, so maybe she is better off now. 

Your second letter of July 26, 19510, in which returned 
check wis enclosed tells me how you paid the premium on my 
vond, ampunting to six dollars. My special thanks to you for 
this act of kindness and herewith please find enclosed my check 
for that amount ($6.00) 

Well, what else shall I tell yous I am still 


without my assistant or interpreter, although * expect my 


| 
| 
| 


Chinese interpreter from Kashgar at abmost any moment. The 
heat is beginning to abate here, but still it ig hot at times. 
Well, Miss Cramer, accept with all in our office, 
the best of greetings from 
| Yours sincerely, 


PRA K WN. MUYER. 
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Llié. 
Tashkent, Turkestan, 
fugast 31, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Herewith I am sending you in 2 separate envehapes 
as registered letters one package of photos, numbered 551 to 
611 inclusive, (61 pieces all told} and one package of films 
mumbered 558-611 inclusive with film 601 missing or Phther 
602, & different pictures made off (No. 601 and 602). There 
are some fine pictures among this lot, but a few are also 
quite poor, especially some that IT had developed and printed 
here in Tashkent, where the photographer ruined several of 
my films by not using the right sort of a developer. In 
general there are not as many photos as I wished to have 
made, but as I am restricted by special order only to items 
of Botanical interest, I don't want to run the risks of 
getting into troubles by taking other picthres, the more as 
I am quite alone nowadays and even when not alone, had helpers 
whd were not competent to deal diplomatically with the author- 
ities here, 

I have a bit of good news to mention. Viz., I got a 
telegram today from my old interpreter in Kashgar, Chow Hal 
Ting, that he has set off to meet me here in Tashicent and will 
arrive within a week. [I also got a letter of a Swedish 
missionary in Kashgar, Rev. John Tomnquist, who is assisting 
Mr. Ting and he will see to it that his papers are in good 
shape 80 west he may pass the difficult Russian frontier. 


I too got my papers already from the Governor General here and 
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as soon as the man turns up we will be ready to depart. 

Then the Consul in Batoum has been sending me these 
last days a bunch of mail and there are several letters among 
it from you and I will herewith answer them. 

Letter of July 2, 1910, about photos. Yes, I am very 
gled to have ifr. Crandall’s suggestions in regard to improve- 
ment of the photos I take. i have been overexposing, I know, 
but the light here is so intense, that one does it even with 
@ very short exposure, Then, I have nobody to teil me much 
about pemliarities of Turkestan light and its effects. The 
photographers here in Turkestan mumber few and are very little 
experienced outside of protrait taking. I saw some landscapes 
taken by the best photographer here in Tashkent, that were 
failures from a specialists* point of view. A perfect explorer 
of any kind should have had a through photographic training! 
But he should know so many other things besides, thet I mast 
confess there would be only a few mortals on this whole globe 
of ours who would be considered absolutely fit to fill the 
post. This in earnest! 

Letter of July 5, 1910, re Brivan alfalfa, Yes, I 
am writing Mr. Kweee of Mflis to ship, if possible, 100 Lbs. 
of it for Prof. Piper's use to the Consul in Bat own who will 


further take care of it. 
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Letter of July 9, 1910, informing me 25 little 
blotter books have been sent me to collect herbarium specimens 
in. I also got a letter from Mr. I, Pe Roowa, dated July 21, 
1910, that a crate conta ining these books, and weighing 20 
lbs. had been sent off from New York per 5.5. Monig Albert, 
Now as these books weigh only 20 lbs., culdn’t our sipping 
force have made two parcels of them and shipped by post. 

It would have gone quidnes and easier for me here and probably 
legs expensive. I will let you know as soon as I hear from 
the Consul in Batoum about the arrival of that crate. 


Letter of July 15, 1910, with enclosure Mr. Zappone's 





Letter of June 29th, 1910, and notice of settlement from the 
auditor. I see my accounts have been settlei up to March 31, 
1910, aprarently without a hitch, thank Heavens! 


Letter of July 14, 1910, telling me that the small 





camera I sent from Baku arrived in good condition. oO. K Has 
the package of photographic plates from Tiflis also turned up 
already? 


Letter of July 20, 1910, with enclosure of a letter 





of t&. A. Zappone of July 16, 1910, giving the information that 
warrant Mo. 141 for 35000.00 haa been issued. Up to the present 
this piece of paper hasnt turned up yet. I hope it will have 
been sent by registered mail? 

ts it necessary that I accnowledge lr. Zappone's 


Letters to him directly or indirectly? 
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Then I recéived the following bulletins of Forel gn 
Plant Introduction, Nos, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39 
and 40, They are an interesting lot and give “a pretty 
good idea of the aotivitées of our office in this line of work. 

No. 26927, Medicago falcata, interest me very much 
as this is the first time I see a notice that it is grown as 
a regularly cultivated plant, a thing Professor Hansen was not 
able to tell us anything about, 

No, 26983, Sagittaria sp., which you procured from 
the Port Arthur Restaurant is very much used in Central China, 
One gets it invariably dished up in soups and stews and with 
fish, always cooked and cut in small pleces. The taste, how 
ever, is flat and doesn't appeal much to us white people. the 
Chinese, however, say the same of our potatoes and when they 
usé them, they prefer them with a sugar=syrup poured over 
them, like they use their Yams (Dioscores decaisneans. } 

I agree with Mr. J, Robert Moose that some of the 
varieties of millet, like No. 27556, will afford the man who 
ok ese them properly prepared on the market as a breakfast 
food, a good steady income. You tested some yourself, too, 
at my suggestion, as you probably still remember. I wonder 
why so often the specific names of my introductions have been 
omitted. ‘ake for instance, No. 27512. UDiospyros Lotus, 
This is D. Lotus and nothing else, not D. spe 
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That Carica papaya has perhaps a future as a hot 
house commercial fruit strikes me as worth making a solid 
experiment with im one of our greenhouses in Washington. 

Yr. Jose D, Husbands is remarkably active in send-~ 
ing # mny things, My, Chili, has a remarmbly rich and 
useful floral What e pity its ehimate is so very temperate. 
Australia, Tsemania, Medeira, the Canary Islands are the 
places where Chilean plant immigrants will feel mostly at 
home, of course in California, too, but still Chibe’n plants 
are in general not very easy to handle, many of them do better 
ag cool greenhouse plants in Western Mmrope, thah as outdoor 
objects in Califormia, as I know from experience. 

And Mr. George Forrest going out again, could you 
perhaps send me a surplus copy of the Pebruary, 1910, mamber 
of the Mtional Geographic Magazine, where his experiences 
have been related? 

Tien, I see that the botanical names are being changed 
and changed over again. The good old Hibiscus esculentus has 
bedome Abelmoschus esc. and some names I do not recognize at 
@ll any more. 

In Wo. 27802 the sentence “Remarkable as a windbreak" | 
etc., ought to be changed to “Recommendable, etc.” 

Ho, 28022, Prunus pumila, surely is not P, Pumile. 


I cannot say exactly what it is, because my own mwnber is not 
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mentioned, but I sent Cerasus prostrata at that time. P,. 





pumila is a sand cherry, confined to Horth America only, for 


1 


0 far as I know, _ 
And iri se Pifer telling us that the eating of Udo has 
-@ quieting effect upon our nerves} Three cheers for the Udo 
and its introducer and culbivetors}; Well, celery abo has 
that reputation and Panax Ginseng has also strange capacitées, 
affecting the nervous system. Udo is near related to both 

and it is very likely to possess certain beneficial medic inal 
properties. 

I aleo notice thet a good many purely tropical plants 
have Gome im of late, What a pity we have mo estableihment in 
the imaediate neighbevhood of a tropical region to take care of 
all such things. 

Well, this is about all I hed to say. I close with 
kindest regards, aleo to all in our office, 

Respectfully yours, 


FRANK 0, MEYER. 
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1120. 
Tashkent, Turkestan, 
September 12, 1910, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild; 
As You see, I am still in Tashkent, but maybe only 
One or two days from now : will be able to leave for Ghina 
or do penithinn elee. My o14 Chinese interpreter of whom I 
wrote you a few times is here slready for one week. IT had 
been in hopes that he would have been able to find us a native 
guide who could hare gone along with us to Kashgar, wt as 
fate would have it, the Chinese here that are available are 
nearly all of a different speech than he and the real natives 
{the Sarts) talk with quite dffferent speech here from what 
they do in Kashgar. We are in negotiation at present with 
severa] men who may go. The one I like best is a German who 
has been here for 14 years and knows both Russian and Sart 
and knows the ways of the country, too, which is worth as 
mach ag the languages. I am beginning to aGcuire Russian in 
a limited way, but to face the police with their suspicious 
inguirles ene met know how to meet them on their own ground 
and I think this present German knows how. He is én negotia- 
tions with various police ani other agencies, paid already 
2.45 roubles for necessary stamps for passports and 1,50 | 
‘poubles bribes to get the papers through quickly and although 


the first 2 documents are signed already the other 2 necessary 
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112i. 
are not at hand yet, Within a couple of days we hope to get 
them, perhaps by dropping a few more coins in the hands of 
willing receivers. it is a land here?! 

My Chinaman may only stay 7 days here on his present 
passport, I suppose tomorrow he will have to bribe the police 
or go through lots of formalities to obtain a prolongation of 
his permit. Well, we will see how things go these next days. 
Iam getting thoroughly tired of all this delay here and have 
not decided as yet whet I am going to do in case more troubles 
come up. In addition we have the fact that Cholera is at 
presast among us, although apparently not in a very virulent 
form, then Waleria is rather strong at present, together with 
an epidemic cold in the heed and most of wa suffer more or less 
from it and the very greater part of us white people here are 
not quite well. | 

well, things will pags again, I will let you know 
sgon how matters are running. 

Respectfully yours, 


FRANK N. MOYERes 


P. 3. The warrant for $6000 hasn't come as yet. I have 
written the Consul in Batoum about it. Please see whether it 
wae sent registered or mot. It may be lost. IT won't wait 
for it here in Tashkent, but as soon as I know that I can go 
on to Kashgar, 1 will write the Consul to forward me my mail 
there. 

; | P.M 
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1122, 
Andishan, Turkestan, Russia, 
October 3, 1910. 
Dear Kr, Fairchild; 

Herewith I am enclosing my accounts for the past 
quarter, July, August and September, 1910. Would you kindly 
turn them over to those who are squaring my financial matters? 

I aleo have entlosed my itinerary report for the 
past three months in which you can see that travelling in 
this police-ridden land i# far from agreeable to a liberty~ 
loving man. 

Tomorrow I will write you a letter about what we 
saw these last days. 


I rem.in with best of wishes, also to all in the | 


office, 
Mours respectfully, 
FRANK N. MEYER. 
ITINIERY REPORT OF PRANK N. MEYER 
Govering the Period of July 1 to Sept. 30, 1910. 
goay. | 
1 In Samarkend. New interpreter enters service, Cone 


ferences about various things. Correspondence attended to. 

2 In Samarkand. Negotiations with @ Russian ex-forest 
and game keeper to accompany me as guide in the mountains. 
Wail sent off. 


eatennt tateoduft spade lind Aree: | 
ect o sidgkt (ee Bradt fe tem ota 


ores 2 we dot00 


epesy 2 ag ne hoe a sy if a Tat" fp 8 gion? 


bibdon det ot 


“4? 


Seo eee iL & ot 2 J ot SE $a Rt Kes i Le 
_ feet odd ‘t02 cinseooa w a gcteofone ma I 4s baoret 
£ hues ‘eae ONE oad 9 af . 
ubata ad bLerot 0184 ytodnet gee fas pereea lst se bor 
rexsitan latent e sabuauge oun ote seeds of neve. med srt 
ee SFG AG tit 


outs 202 trogos wrevenid® we Doc sone eved oele T 
x yh eit i BENS S ‘gid 


| at gabllovert tat om feo re Hobie at edémon seudt Seag 


‘Ne lee iasnt wal eireg Bab 
webrodds a | of  eniseorgs woz? st a cand pebbin-woliog. eidt 
m Gk te , de Bebines (oe . 

flan gaivel 

vif, gems, gs Ba 2 A 4h BmeD 


ow | fade twota rodtel 8 soy sti ftw 1 woven? 
; a Sshubt Ss, 4 oat att ee {EK SauaO TY 


“sEUAD feat sos? vas 


Tae Bl awe actailes aadd one? 
edt at Ms Co one ‘wodate to teed atin alenet I 
ee OG a 3 Ss 2400 S2eehcga a2 
; eoltte 
“Move, wer oie Baw * iy ks 


| yllvttoeqees ceatit, | 
MK a 


r #3 3 ee ais nails aise . Wie X Pay vy & of S o> 
me ee } Se 2 AS eo ital ) ee wake 3. J aes ine " 


4 fon, sityp 20g 
at 
13 tfeatiaem. @oi Bega 


war gees ; 
3 % if 4 


ara si SHAR so TMEEA YeERTUTET 
-OL0L 08. atge8 of f qist to boivel ext watered 


iG ead i € Pe é a ib es) ae (Ke ca. av 7 arf ten kew ay cP S 1 


“09 veotvree eubden. oterqnovns wok bse Ste at 
& Y Gee ee mie LS Pa ce, ears ‘% as Like sAON , aad sede De 
at bobuetie cousbnoqeersed seuttat usotsay tvods a sone tet 
OS Gait 7. ah Te BOWER Eee ee. Rew 
teoret-as males 8 ) dé he eucl tattoget abeaioanes at 8 
Bhi ae A eee? ae Ota 32 aOR 
santas aan edt al cb 8 Bs on qaacmooos od cay a 
,MBeart of me 


ee see Loess HOt Wee ai ye 
seieat 








1123. 


Visit with the interpreter to grain market in Old 
Samarkand, buying grains, Wotes made. 

With kcbeaeiober te the Bank, Police, post office, 
etc, Correspondence attended to. 

Negotiation with cart men and horse dealers. Sup- 
plies bought, batgage packed and stored. 

left Samarkand by cart for Pendshikent, whole day 
on road. [66 Wer st). 

In Pendshikent. Buying grains on market. Negotia~ 
tions with horse men and police. 

Left Pendshikent with a caravan of 6 horses and 6 men, 
me included. Left at & A.M. and arrived at 9 P.M in a 

mountain village called Stood. 

Collecting herbarium material and seeds in the moun- 
tains near Stood. Left at noon agein and arrived at a 
oold mountain lake at sunset. Collected plants enroute. 

Left the lake at 7 AWM Climbed @ steep, barren 
mountain and camped at sundown along a mountain stream. 
Collested plants and seeds enroute, 

Left camp at 6 A.M. passed wild snd rocky scenery. 
Collected herbarium material and seeds enroute, Came 
across police authorities and were sent back, Stayed 
for the night in Peli. 

Left at 7 ‘AeMe Passed along an exceedingly bad 
mountain road and arrived in Orono at 5 P.M. Had cone 


ferences with police. 
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13 Left at 7 A.M, went through sterile mountain regions. 
No plante found. Stayed for the night at Langar. 

14 Left at 7 AsM. Passed through a section very rich 
in drought-resistent plants, collected many seeds and 
moch herbarium material. Stayed for the night in Wishist. 

15 Left at 8 A.M, and arrived in Pendshikent at 4 P.M 

Many difficulties with the horse men about getting money 
back. 7 

16 In Pendshikent. ‘Troubles with horsemen, police, guide, 
ete, Dried herbarium material. 

17 Left Pendshikent for Samarkand by cart. From 6 A.M. 
to 9 P.M, om the road. Very dusty. 

18 ' Qonferences with interpreter and suide in Samarkand, — 
Got baggage out of storage, sent telegram, unpacked things 
and dried seeds and herbarium material. 

is Went to see the Governor and Police in Samarkand, 


Tabelled collected mterial. 


8 


In Samarkand, Difficulties with interpreter. Label- 
ling collected material. 

Labelling and packing herbarium material in Samarkand. 

Labelling and packing herbarium material in Samarkand. 

labelling and packing herbarium material in Samarkand, 

In Samarkand, Writing notes. 


In Samarkand. Writing notes. 


s 2 RRR 


In Samarkand. Conferences with a new interpreter, 
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In Samarkand, Writing notes, 

In Samarkand. Engaged mew interpreter, packed in 
baggage and left at night by train for Tashkent. 

Went with interpreter to Police, Bank, post office, 
etc. | 

Visit to Department of Agriculture in Tashkent in 
forenson; went to Agricultural Experiment Station in 
afternoon. Had talks with various specialista. 


Attended to correspondence, 


1 





Visit to Department of Agrieultmre in Tashkent. Saw 


Mr. Poniatowsky, Yent to see a German nurseryman in 


Qashkent. tnquired for new interpreter, 


Visit to GovernomGeneral, to Ingineer Schapsky, to 
shipping offices, Received baggage. 
Visit to GovernoreGeneral again for passports, 

Packed in seeds ani herbarium material for shipment. 
Interpreter intoxicated. Work at standstill, 
Deliverance of 2 boxes with seeds and herbarium mater~ 

fal to shipping office in Tashkent. Interpreter sent away. 
Unwell. Heat is very groat. 

Unwell. Heat is very great. 

Unwell. Correspondence abtended to. 
Unwell, Correspondence attended to, 
Unwell. Correspondence attended to. 
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ll Unwell, Correspondence attended to. 

12 Visit to native city, inspection of a fruit garden. 
13 Visits to various people to find a new interpreter. 
15 Studied maps and notes, 

16 Studied mape ard notes. 

Visit to German murseryman in regard to an assistant. 
Studying botanical works of Turkestan 

Studying botanical works of Turkestan, 

Writing a report, whole day. 

Went botanizing in vicinity of Tashkent. 

Reading motes on flora of Turkestan, 

Readhing notes on flom of Turkestan, 

Reading notes on flom of Turkestan. 

Reading notes on flora of Turkestan, 

Photos having developed and printed. 


Attened to Corres pendence 
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Attended to correspondence. 

31 Attended to correspondence. Tthotos sent off. 
_ September 

Attended to correspondence [in Tashkent}, 
Attended to correspondence (in Tashkent). 
Attended to correspondence (in Tashkemt). 
Chinese interpreter arrived, ‘ales with him. 
Hunting for an assistant. 
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Reading botanical works. 
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1127. 
ember 

Went to see a new assistant. 

falcs with various prospective assistants. 

Correspondence attended GO.» 

Reading botanical works. 

Reading botanical works. 

Botanizing in vicinity of Tashkent. 

Went to Police about passport matters. 

Reading Botenical works and making notes. 

Bought supplies in Tashkent. ‘Talks with cart men and 
prospective assistants. 

Supplies bought in Tashkent. “gaged new interpreter. 
Negotiations with various cartment. Packed in all baggage. 

Left Tashkent by wagon. Stayed for the night in 
futepee. Inspected fruit gardens and markets. 

By wagon from Tutepee to Chantak. Passed most of the 
day through the desert. 

By wagon from Chantak to Khodjend. Passed pretty 
near the whole dey through the desert. 

In Khodjend. Inspection of marist. Visits ts police 
and seed stores. Troubles with wagon drivers. Fhoto-~ 
graphed. 

Left Khodjend by 2 native carts, Stayed in Kostakos 
for the night. Passed many fruit gardens during the day. 

Left at 2 A.M. Passed nearly the whole day through 


the desert, Stayed in Pattar for the night. 
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Left at 2 A.M. Passed through stony and sandy 
deserts, Saw many Oleaster trees alone watercourses. 
Arrived at sundown in Kokand. All things covered with 
dust and we looked all gray, too. Hotels wouldn't let 
us come tin until we gave our passports. : 

Visits to native city and to seed stores in Kpicand. 

| Market day today. Visits to fruit and grain market, 
samples of fraites and seeds bought. Negotiations with 
cart men. 

Packing in of baggage and left by train for Margelan. 
Visit to Forester Ottendorf in Vargelan. 

Visits to Governor, Police, and Mr. Ottendorf in 
Margelan, Difficulties with passports. 

THE END. 
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1129. 
Andishan, Turkestan, 
October 4, 1910. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild 
Ap you BEC, tam mow at the termims of the Central 
Asian 2, BR ani will write you from here a short report of 
what passed over our heads these last weeke. I wrote you 
several times from Tashkent about all the delays I experienced 
there, and so I need mot repeat you how unpleasant my stay was 
there. YI also informed you that I was in negotiations with a 
new interpreter, and the difficulties we experienced in getting 
the necessary papers. Well, this interpreter then hed told me 
that he would have his permits at the very last on Friday, 
September 23. As it became evening, however, he hadn't got 
them yet and then I told him I would go without him on Monday 
morning. ‘The next day, however, he saw the police again and 
through the assistance of a friend and some loose cash he got 
| his papers. Then we changed our plang and instead of going 
alone on Monday, with the Chinese interpreter and taking the 
grain, we hired a wagon and went on Tuesday, September 20, 
1910. ‘The reasons for going by wagon were many. Pirst, I 
have an awful amount of baggage, close upon 1200 lbs., which 
is very inaonventent to ship by baggage, the more aa some of 
it {9 not accepted by the railroed unless erated, and that is 
too much works @ndly, my interpreter iw a new man, whom I knew 


only slightly and there is no better chance of learning a 
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1130, 
fellow’s characteristics than by subjecting him to a roughing 
trip; for the Chinese interpreter it was also not bad to learn 
how to travel in Ruseian Turkestan. ‘then, in addfétauy came 
the fact that I could study the country much better by cart 
than from « train window, and last not least, my health hadn't 
been of the best in Tashkent the last times, and such a cart 
trip wuld make me all right again, 

Well, all things went as well as they could. In 
three days’ time we covered the distance from Tashkent to 
Khodjent, passed through rice fields, fruit gardens, deserts, 
ete. It ia exceedingly aifficult, however, to inspect fruit 
o vegetable gardens close by, as #11 the plantations are 
surrounded with high med walle and strangers are not admitted. 
Then we also had difficulties in obtaining sufficient food in 
daytime, ag the great Mohammedan feast was in full start. This 
incomprehensible rekigious feast says that no Wussulman shell 
partake of food and drink as long as the sun is in the skies, 
Ag soon, however, as that body sinks down, then eating and 
drinking commences and marriment is made until the break of 
day. The main meal is eaten then at between 11 P.i%, and 1 A.M, 
Wat use this wihhealthy rule has is as yet a puzzle to me, but 
this ile gertain, it ie most inconvenient to all travelers and 
even to the believers themselves, We often couldn't get a cup 
of tea even in daytime, and ready food was quite out of the 
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Well, om Friday, September 25, we stayed in thodjent 
and wanted to find some famous peach varieties. Ye were, howe 
ever, unable to find anybody willing or capable to show us 
around, and it was a Mohammedan holiday besides, so we had to 
give it up. Our Wagon driver had become dissatisfied with the 
expensiveness of feed for his horses and wanted an extreordinary 
price before willing to go any further, although we had engaged 
him for at least as far as Zokand. Well, we wouldn't give in, 
and engaged two local two-wheeled carts and left the next 
morning, September 24. Om Monday, Septembér 26, we landed at 
Mactan in Kokand and had our first clean-vp in seven days, 

The last three days we had passed most of the time through 
sandy, stomy and alkaline deserts, ani going sometimes axle 


deep in the dust, so be and the baggage were simply covered 


with gray and brown coate of desert dust. At the Russian 





hotels we tried to find accommodation; they were suspicious 
of us and we had some trouble of getting « roof above our 
heads, We had to give our passports the very first things 
apparently to satiafy the feat that we were robbers, return- 
ing with Loot! 

In Kokand we stayed two days, inspected bazar, seeds 
and grain market and looked over the fruits, Kokand is reputed 
to be the finest market in Central Avis, and T really expected 
to find many new things. There is, however, not as much in 
our line as one niens wish to see. I got, hovever, some samples 


of unusual varieties of »lmonds and a large brown chickpoa which 
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1152, 
I didn't see before. There were also very fine specimens 
of pomegranates to be seen, that is, of fine color and size, 
but of very sour taste. Of grapes the beautiful rosy~white 
Ghusaine table grape was very fine with its long translucent 
berries, which taste remarkably eweet. 

In the immediate neighborhood of Kokand one sees 
field after field covered with cotton interchanged with alfalfa 
and "Djugara." Thies last can stand considerable alkali and my 
ve of some value in alkaline regions with long and hot summers. 
One also notes the masses of Leaster trees that are everywhere 
eround the fields and along watercourses, These Micagmus trees 
exhibit a remarkable variation in general hebitus, productivity 
and sizes of fruits. The bigger part of than all seem to be 
seedlings, and are planted apparently only as shelter material, 
at least the fruite of mny are too astringent to be edible and 
even of the larger fruited forms only here and there they col- 
leoted some. It is, however, «2 beautiful tree in the landscape, 
especially the silvery-white forms with the narrow, long leaves. 

On Thursday, September 29, we left Kokand by train, 
after having packed our baggage so thet the railroad would 
accept it. In the afternoon we arrived in Margelan, 2 town 
where the Governor of the Perghana Province resides. (‘The 
mame Fargelan was changed last year into that of Skobelevo, but 
men persist yet in calling it by the old name, al though the 
native city of Margelen, where only Sart people live, still 
retains its old mame.) On Yriday, September 50, we called 
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upon Mr. Ottendorf, » German Forester in Russian service; 
upon the Governor and the Police. Wr. Ottendorf was extramely 
busy, having to give data about labor done to an inspection 
Commission. ‘the Governor was out, but his secretary received 
us, and promised to give my interpreter a special paper, as 
the police had told him he wouldn't be allowed to travel with 
me, os he is a German subject, Om Saturday, October 1, we 
called again at police headquarters, and as the Chinese in- 
terpreter also wasn't allowed to go with me in the mountains, 
Z decided it would be better to leave this inhospitable burg. 
The German interpreter didn't get his paper at all, though Tf 
hed paid 75 Kopecks stamp on an application for it. Here in 
Russia and Central Asia in particular every chief of police and 
in general everyone who wears a wniform is some sort of a King 
ail by himself and makes and alters rules to suit hie own fancy. 

Well, we left Wargelan in the afternoon of October 1 
and arrived at evening in Andédishen, where I have been writing 
these last days. Ye saw the police, of course, or rether were 
requested to come and as my papers are in good shape, the 
German interpreter is allowed for the present to stay, too, | 
but we had to whisk our Chineman away "7 gome native ina, 
where he keeps company with a few fellow countrymen and eats 
with them. There is much cholere here in this place, and we 
are very careful with our foof., Yesterday, I believe, 17 
people died here from this dreadful disease, but in fact there 


may die many more, for the fanatic Mohammedan population per 
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sist in hiding cases of sickness and drink water from polluted 
places as if there were not such things as becilli. The 
summer lasts very long here, All the trees are still in full 
leaves, and where some have fallen it is not from cold, but 
from drought. I hove we will soon gat a cold spell, so thax 
I can send some scions and cuttings of various things, 

My present interpreter is not a genius, but I will 
seo how we can trod along. Turkestend certainly is an ex- 
tremely difficult country to move about; the moment one leaves 
the railroad nantiens are being asked, and for every little 
excursion special pertiits are necessary, I wouldn't advige 
any ome to select this land for a holidgy trip, and I have to 
restrain myself not to leave this whole territory as it is and 
live somewhere in more peaceable surroundings. 

Well, one or two more days and I will leave by cart 
for Osh, from there by pack-horses to Kashgar. Some robbers 
are reported to be on the road, and they mrdered some people 
here these last two nights, but a botanical collector is gen- 
erally exempted from those annoyances. 

With beast of wishes and greetings, also to all in our 
office, I remmin Hi 

Respectfully yours, 
FRANK NH. MEYER. 
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Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan. 
| October 22, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: ; 
Sime a few days I am here in the capital of Chinese 
farkestan. I have been busy calling upon the Consuls and var 
| ious other people. Watters with interpreters and passports are 
also not settled yet, but we are in hopes that these affairs 
will also be solved in a satisfactory way. Within eo day or 
two IT vill write you more abont our plans. 


With best of regards, also to everyone in the office, 


Yours respectfully, 


PRANK BH. MEYER, 


Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
Qetober 27, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

AT said in my letter a few hours ago, I would 
write you a Little more a8 goon as I was through with some 
more official correspondence to Consuls and shipping companies. 

Well, I have been here now for one week, busy in 
getting a new Chinese passport, which I received two days 
ago, thanks to the assistance of the Russian Consular forces 
then I have been gathering information regerding the country, 


ite products and the wys of its people from the Swedish 
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missionarées here, from the thyglf sh Consul, Mr, George 
Macartney, and from The Russian Consul, lir, Tonkoft. In 
general, there is not anything highly remarkable to be seen 
here. The fruits are decidedly poorer here than they are in 
Rugsien Turkestan and far fewer in varieties. ‘they have, 
however, a few local fruits here that are worth importing; 
for instance, a few strange varieties of plums, somewhat 
between plums and cherries in general looks; then some grapes, 
which are gata os be only locally knowns also fine varieties 
of winter melene, which fruits certeiniy ought to be boomed 
in Ameriea ag we have nothing like them. ‘The so-called | 
winter peaches they have here are all cling stones, somewhat 
watery and not very fine in general. There are, however, 
excellent pomegranates wiich come 10 days’ distance from here, 
from near a plate called Karghalik. ‘the alfalfa seen here is 
mostly different from the Russian Turkestan so ris int appar 
ently local. I haven't been able as yet to obtein seeds of 
authentic varieties, It is quite warm here and the vegeta~ 
tions in general is green yet; the time to take cuttings will 
Gome a fewweks hence. Well, the British Consul leaves next 
Saturday, October 29, for Yarkend and he wants me to go with 
him. I think I will accompany him and mybe pick up some 
useful information enroute. Prom Yarkemi we hope to go rather 
quickly to Khotan and then to Keria. then returning we expect 
to mke side trips into the mountains and collect all the good 


things of the country which we hope to ship then from here. 
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One bad thing is that the post office doesn’t accept any 
grape vine cuttings for transport, I wonder how I will get 
them out of this land! I have not been able to find any 
suitable interpreter who ean be useful in our particular 
line of work, ‘The natives are all Mohammedans, rather ig- 
norant and of cheaty, unreliable dispositions, “T have my 
old Shlnage interpreter and the Russian German one who speaks. 
suffielently Turki to get along with and with these two and 
information from various people we hope to be able to accom 
polish our aims. 

Our trip from Andishan to this city was @ success 
ful. one for eo far as freedom from accidents and serious 
difficulties was concerned. We went by wagon from Andishan 
to Osh, there on account of the end of the Mussulmen feasting 
days we had to wait a couple of days before being able to get 
horses, but we left Osh on Sundsy, October 9, and went for 
nearly eleven days throuch mountains and wlleys until we 
arrived on Yednesiay, October 19, in this city. We had some 
oold weather in the higher mountain regions and spent a few 
very uncomfortable nights which didn't contribute to the 
sweetness of temper of our party, but still, in general things 
went all right. Botanically the country is extremely poor; 
the mountains or plains are arid or geni~artd and therefore 
practically devoid of any vegetation. On the Russian side 
there are many wild graeses yet to be seen, but they vere. 
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however, there was very little vegetation at all. For a few 
days we went through absolutely barren regions and where 
vegetation appeared, it was Artemisia and salt vushes. 1 
never expected this country to be so desolate. 

Well, now I will first make this journey to Keria 
and back which will take at least 2 months and then I hope 
%o go farther East. My Chinese interpreter has intentions 
of staying here after we come back; that would be a bad thing 
and might force me back to Russia aguin, The future is 
decidedly unsettled at present! Well, when back here in 
January I hope to find some mail from you. J am utterly 
out of touch now with the whole world. 

I conclude with best of regerds to ell in our office 
and remain | 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK WH. MEYER. 
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Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
October 27, 1910. 
Dear My, Fairchild: 

After many difftoult hes I was able at last to ship 
two parcels with cuttings from here to the Ameriean Consul 
in St. Potersburg, whom IT am notifying about 1+ and request- 
ing to forward the: «t his earliest convenience to you. ‘the 
Russian post office here G@gesn't attept any parcels straight 


to a foreign country and s6 wi have to send them by a round- 


about way. ‘the Russian customs house people too are very 


Careful about any parcel thet goes via the Pussian Post and 
it took three days of negotiations before we got the things 
off at lest. We had to pack every Little bit under the very 
eyes of the officials so thet nothing could be smuggled in? 
Well, thank Heavens, we got through at last and Tf hope you 
will receive the material in good condition. Me two parcels — 
oomtain 1] packages, vis», the mumbers 791 (2 packages), 792, 
795, 794, 795, 796, 797, 798, 799, and 600, 1 am enclosing 
herewith their inventory cards in duplicate. 

As all of the material was collected in rather cold 
sections of the country I suppose thet they best be sent to 
ames, in case propagation facilit&es are good there at the 
present, otherwise Chico will probably have to be selected as 


next good. In tase you wish to seni Dr. Saunders some in 
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Ottawa, I suppose they will find a good home too. Professor 
Sargent will no doubt come in for a share of No, 600, 
Crataegus sp. 
Well, that is about all relating to this shipment. 
In another letter more about my plans, I am 
Respect fully yours, 
PRANK NH, MeYeR. 


Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
Oetober 29, 1910. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
foday ft have been shipping to the American Consul 
in St, Petersburg, per anuoke parcel post 3 packages marked 
A, B, and C, and have written the Consul to forward these 
parcels at his very earliest convenience to the Department, 


These three packages contain 56 numbers of seeds, vis., from 


‘141$a inclusive to 1470a, snd I am enclosing herewith their 


inventory cards in duplicate. 

They also contain a few samples, vig., a small bag 
of dried, salted sour milk in which the dairy section of the 
Bureau of Animal Industry may be interested; a package of 
roasted chickpeas from Kokand, showing what a rather tasty 


simple sweetmeat can be meade from these “Garbanses;" a package 


of sunedried Sashgarian apricots with kernels artificially 
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inserted; a package of a Witkh«broom] ike disease upon Cara- 
gare ap. for the pathologists; 4 packages of entomlogical 
matekiel for the respective specialists. 

About the seeds I have a few remarks to make, viz., 
the almonds (No. 14138 + 14188) are very interesting and 1 
wish you would show them to ir, Taylor and others interested 
in them, Of the Vos. 1424¢n and 1426a {Prunus divaricata and. 
P, domestica) I would like to see Prof. U. P, Hedrick at 
Geneva, Now York, obvain a few fruits of each, as he is making 
a study of the Sens Prunus. ‘the two species of Rives, Nos. 
1429 and 14302 might perhaps best be propagated at Ames, All 
these melons among whith there are some very fine gorts, would. 
find their best gituotion down in southern Callfornia somewhere, 
also in Arizona and the southern corners of Utah and Colorado. 
A few might be sent to Brownsville, Teuns. No. 14600, Nitreria 
Sshobert is the desert currart in which Fr, Swingle is interested, 
the berries, however, are, I am sorry to stute, not worth their 
salt to ue white people, I ate several hanifule of them to test 
them and their rather high alxaline properties leave an unpleas-~ 
ant after taste im one's muth, while one’s throat also feels 
the shappness of the galt. Asa shnthinder. however, the plant 
ie certainly worth testing. 

fhe Roses, Nos, 14618 to 1463a inclusive may perhaps 
de best sent to Chico as fr. van FPleét is mich interested in 


wild roses. No. 1460a, a wild Medicago will find a home by 
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1142. 
the specialist on these plants. 

The orkamental statice, No, 1466a, deserves extra 
-treatment, I think our garden at Chico will be best for it. 
fhe 4 Chinese vegetables cught to be tested in the south 

‘western United States, not at Arlington} 

Well, that is about all. JT had made my arrangements 
to leave today, but Ir, Nescorhaey, the British Consul here, 
informed me that the entnaet sae of Yarkend hed asked him to 
postpone his journey for 2 days az they vere absent from the 
city and couldn't receive us and 39 we are going Monday morn- 
ing. Today is Saturday. 

| Trusting you will receive this aforementioned material 
fin due time and hoping to find some mail from you when I return 
here 2 months hence, I remain with best of regards, also to all 
in our office, | 
Yours respectfully, 


FRINK N, MEY™R. 
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Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
Jamary 7, 1911. 

Dear Mr. Fairchild 

Since a few days IT have returned here and found a 
large pile of mail awaiting me. On seecount of expisure to 
@old and inhospitable quarters I do not feel quite well and 
have been under the blankets these isst 3 days. My Chinese 
interpreter does not want to rough it any longer and has 
informed me he wants to leave my service, The German who 
acts as Russian and fori] interpreter wante also to go hack 
to Tashkent and Iam up against it. My permit allowing me 
to travel in Russian Turcestan has become void anid I have 
been in negotiations here with the Yussian Consulate about 
' new permits. My fehéahtions are to re-enter Tussian Turkestan 
and gather some of the best things I have spotted out this 
past summer, T get new snitable men T may heave to go to 
Rugsia proper, Ye will see how things go. Im these next 
days I hope to answer your letters in deteil. TY may say that 
Chinese Turkestan is mich poorer in new and good things than 
the Caucasus is or Russian Turkestan, [It is too dry here and 
it simply is a dying land. I got several interesting varieties 
of grains and legumes, however,. ‘Yell, later more. I remain 

Yours very sincerely, 


PRANZ NH, MEYER. 
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1144, ; 
Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
January 16, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Prirchild: 

Herewlth I am sending you my ifinerery report 
covering the period October 1 to December 31, 1910, inclu- 
sive dates. Tf aes enclose the duplicate inventory notes 
belonging to a shipment of cuttings I em writing about in 
another letter, These notes are mumbered 801 ~ 907, 

frusting that this letter reaches you miely, I am 

Respectfully yours, 
FRANK MN. MEY=R. 


ITINERARY REPORT? 
for Prank N. Meyer, Agricultural “xplorer 
Covering the period October 1, 1910 « December 31, 1910 (Imel). 
October | , 

i Packed in baggage in Novaiod Pargelan, Russian Torkes~ 
tem, wont to R. R. Station there, had baggnge weighed, 
ghecked, etc., took tickets for Andishan, sat e fow hours 
in the train, had mumerous baggage traneferred in Andi- 
shan from i. Re SMation to hotel and so went the whole day, 

2 Visit to native city, bazar, fruits and seeds 
ingpeted, correspondence attended to. 

. | ‘Gorrespondence attended to, accounts made up. (In 
Andishen). 
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October — 


4 


- 


9 


Tn Andishan. Visit in morning to market, seeds bought, 
in afternoon to experimental farm, cotton experiments 
Looked over. | | 

Tm Andishen, Wail sont off, Worester visited, 
arrangement made with mail-~coach establishment to take 

us to Osh. | 

Left Andishan at 1] Asi. Neached Osh 11 P.M. Carters 
drunk, horses ‘tired. Chinese interpreter ill (a light 
attack of cholera.) 

Visit to police mgistrate in Osh; conferences with 
yarious horse dealers to take us to eshgar. 

In Och, conference with police officials sbout proper 
passports for self for Russian an: for Chinese interpreter, 
Visit to forester in Sch, park inspected. Supplics bought 
for a two weeks' trip. Contract made with horse dealers, 

Left Osh with 8 horses, all day enrowte. ‘Stayed for 
the night in Lensar. 

Left Langar at 9 Ael% ALL day enroute, collected 
seeds and outtings. Arrived 7 P.M, in Guldecha. 

Collected cuttings around Guldscha, left sbowt 10 Asi. 
All day enroute, Stayed for the night in Kigtl+Xurgan, 

Left Kinil~furgan at 7 A.M, All day enroute, Cel- 
lected some seeds. Arrived late at night at a Kirghiz 


settlement and stayed there. 
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Qetober | 

13 Left early all day enroute, climbed « high and diffie 
cult mountain, 11000 feet altitude, (Terek Devan), 
Arrived at 7 ?.M, in kakeau. . 

ié Left & AM All day enroute through » dreary region. 
Arrived ene dusk in Irkestan, the Russian post at the 
Chinese frontier. 

is | Left early, crossed the Chinese Penanter. passed through 
a beautiful valley, collected seeds and cuttings of various 
plants, All day enroute, Arrived at dusk in Mlukchat, the 
Chinese frontier town. 

16 Left at 7 AeM. A@ll day enroute through a desert 
country. Ttayed for the night at a <irghig settlement. 

1? Left at % A.M. All day enroute through a desert 
country. Arrived 8 P.M, in Mean-shugan and stayed there 


for the night. 


18 Left ot 7 A.M. All day enroute, collected a few seeds, 
passed Chinese customs house at Ming-aoul, had some fom 
malities there, went on and stopped at 11 2... in Mushi. 

4g Left at 6 Asi. farried on to Keghgear and arrived 
there ab 11 AeM Visits to “ngliteh Consul, to Swedish 
senabadiatinn and to post master. 

20. In Kashgar, baggege unpacked. Visits to Massian 
Consulate and to British one, passport matters brought up. 

21 Called upom Chinese officials, arranging permits to 

| travel in Chinese Turkestan. Conference with the British 


Consul about passports, products of Turkestan and about 
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eee avelline facilities, Seeds cleaned and dried. 
22 Visit of British Consul, Seeds cleaned and dried, 
‘Herbarium material looked over. Correspondence attended to. 
23 By gart to the Chinese city and back, seeds bought 
and packing meterisl for cuttings, Cuttinga pecked in, 
24 Conferende with Russian consul about passports. 
Visit to the Benk, money exchanged, cuttings packed in. 
Russian post office cannot accept parcels to foreign 
countries. 
25 Conferences with Russian Consul and Russian post 


meter, Cuttings repacked, Motes written. Seed bags 


ordered. 

26 Quttines repacked, customs house troubles with them, 
Notes written. 

27 | Cuttings sent off; visit to Chinese vegetable gardens 


and seeds bought, fruits inspected on market. Corres~ 


pondence attended to. 


28 Official mail sent off. Seeds packed in, 

a9 Seeds gent off. Notes written, correspondence attended 
toe 

30 Official mil sent off. Baggage packed in. Visits to 


British and Russian Consuls; carts ordered for journey to 
Yarkxend, 

31 Hot~wanted baggage stored in British Consulate. Left 
Reshgar at 10 AvM. All day enroute, Stayed for night in 
Yapshi. 
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1146. 
November 





1 Left Yapshi at 7:30 A.M. All day enroute, ial for 
the night in Yengihissar. 

2 Left at %:30 A.M, ALL day enroute, stayed for the 
night in Kicil. 

3 Left at 7:30 A.M, All day enroute, stayed for the 
night in “Swerabat. 

ea left at 7:30 Asi, All day enroute, stayed for the 


night in Yarkend. 





5 Ty Yarkend, Called upon the Chinese magistrate of 
Yerkend, gaw Mr. Rouette, a Swethish missiomry and a 
specialist upon the Turki language as spoken in Chinese 
Tarkestan. Inspected seed stores, 

Return vielt of Chinese magistrate. Call upon military 
magistrate and visit to Weperiment Stetion (in embryo}. 

Visite to wed market, samples of fruits inspected. 
Motes made. 

Negotiations with native guides about exploring the 
mountains. Supplies bought for journey. 

In Yarcend. Difficulties with Chinese interpreter 
who is not willing to rough it, on account of feebleness. 
frying to find a new man. 

Negotietione with horse men sbout journey in the 
mountains. Tnterpreter mot able to go on horseback, 


Overtures opened with cartmen, Carts ordered for Nov. 12. 
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Beverbay.. 


lL 


13 


14 


15 


16 


18 


17 


Calle upon British Consul, Chinese lagistrate and 
Mr, Raquette, om account of leaving Yerkend. 

Return visit of Chinese Magistrate. Left Yarkend 
at 1k Pehe All day enroute, Stayed ior the night at 
@o se~lap. 

Left at 9 A.M. aud day enroute, Stayed for the night 
at Karghelik. 

Left at 7 AM. All dey enroute, Stayed for the night 
at Chuliak, 

Left et 7;30 Aw. <All day enroute. Stayed for the 
night at tum. 

In Guma. Took photes; Visit to Magistrate. Left at 
9 AM. All day enroute, arrived «<j 6 P.M, in Muchi. 
Stayed there for the night. 

Left at 6 A.M, All day enroute. Stayed for the night 
im San Kia. 

Left at 6:30 A.M. All dey emroute, Nayed for the 
night in Pialms. 

Left ot 6 A.M, aa day enroute. Stayed for the night 
in Zeuri~ furan. | 

Reft at 7330 AeM. All dey enroute. Steyed for the 
night in thotan, Received by the Acshakel end Indien 


officials. Had to receive them in return, 
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Royeep 


Called upon Chinese Magistrate of Hhoten, also upon 
Axshakel, conferences about finding a competent guide, 
of getting on things of fruit trees, etc. 

Return visit received from Chinese magistrate; hunt- 
ing for . man who knows the tiountains ond their vegetation. 
Visit to a market held near Khotan, Greing bought. 

Beser inspected in Khotean. ‘heat, fruits and various 
seeds bovght. | | 

Vieit to a celebrated fruit geeden, Cuttings obtained, 

In Zhotan. Seede bought, arrangements mde for horses 
to teke us in the mountains. A guide engaged, supplies 
bought, baggage packed in, paper factory visited. 

Calldd on Chinese Ilagistrate, Recsived return visit, 
also of hiiehastad, Indian officials, ete. Horses pscked up, 
left at noon. Arrived iste st night in Imsi. Stayed 
there. 


Left at 9 A.M, All day enroute, Collected tree 


gattings, Bought seeds. Stayed for the night in Langru. | 


Left at 6 A.M. All day enroute. ‘Steyed for the night 
fin Pudekya. 
Left at 7130 A.M, All day enroute. Arrived 9 PLM. 


in Maya, dead tired. 
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1151, 
ember 
1 Left at 10 A.M. All day enroute. Arrived at 8 P.M, 
) in Pushki, Seeds bought. 

2 Left at 11 4.M. Arrived in Khanaka at 4 P.M. Stayed 
there, Visits of Chinese Magistrate and of Turki head men. 

3 In Khanaka. Collected cuttings of ornamental and of 
fruit trees, inspected samples of seeds, 

oh Excursion in vicinity of Xhanaka on horseback, Cut+ 
tings collected, seeds bought, photos taken. Arranged 
for fresh horses. 

5 In Khanaka; cuttings of ornamental trees taken. Left 
at 113 AeM. All day enroute. Arrived at sundown at Sullras 
and stayed there, a poor Kirghiz settlement. 

6 Left at 8 A.M, All day enroute. Stayed for the night 
in Ism-sala. 

BS Left at 9 A.M, All day enroute. Stayed for the night 
in Khasatedugra. 
8 Left at 6 AsM. All day enroute. Stayed for the night 


in Burya-Lyang. 


| 9 Left at 7 A.M. All day enroute. Stayed for the night 
| in Karawag. 
| 10 In Karawag. Cuttings taken of various fruit trees, 
| seeds bought, gardens inspected. Left at 2 P.M. Arrived 
in Karghalik at 4 P.M. Baggage unpacked, seeds packed in, 
ll In Karghalik, Visit to fruit gardens, cuttings taken. 


Notes made and conference with local dignitaries about 
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1152. 


December 


the products of Karghalik. 


In Karghalik, market day. Seeds bought. Fresh horses 


engaged. 

Left Kharghalik at 9 A.M. All day enrote. Stayed 
for the night in Pushkam. 

Left at 9 A.M. All day enroute. Crossed a river by 
ferry. Arrived at 4 P.M. in Yarkend and stayed there, 

Visite to Akshakel and Swedish missionaries, talks 
about reads in the mountains and products of the Oase 
of Yarkend. Bazar inspected. 

Call upon the Chinese Magistrate, conference about m 
mountain roads and vegetation in mountains. Cells upon 
various people who were said to know the mountains, 

Seeds and cuttings packed in and sent off by cart 
to Kashgar. ‘Excursion in vicinity of Yarkend to collect 
rice seeds. Unsuccessful. Visits of various people 
offering their services. 

In Yarkend. Seeds bought, excursion out in the 
country; cuttings obtained of various fruit and ornamen- 
tal trees. Negotiated about the purchase of different 
varieties of rices. 

In Yarkend. Seeds bought. Visit of Chinese Magis~ 


trate. Left at noon, Stayed for the night in Sherak~ 


pasar. 


i {PONY St ees 
— ety f C % y 
Y , ¥u) 
7 a ahh o + 

7 MDA u at 

4 ts 

, 

’ 
tf 
sere 
* 
. 


| 2 va, atm ha imal Ae one 
aseted deotl .tegvod ehest .yab’ desta (ai Darga i 
9) to bohlestath of dove da LP oe tped 
“ beyete setootne Yad Lid ata @ te at Ledgeady s26t” ” 
ee 8 A aesaet mt eie = 10% 
yd tevin « beseot® setsowe yah LIA ° Mlk ede Her” 
ou dd Heyete bas buowiey at Ut.4 DB te Bev tert “ht 
@vine jsoltatatee tm detbewe Bus Latatewa of ‘etiew” 
8885 odd te stoxsborg faa ant Ledrsrom oft at ebaor ‘tnd 
OGRE. AE “\beteoqunt deat“ Stestay to 


 droda soneve'taco Odarte tgatt ‘esas ig’ ede ‘Hest efedt te 





moqw elie? ‘iealsinwot at nottedégey bak ebsov ntad 
*sentstuscd edt wand of "btse stow dw efqoeq ascltev 
timo yd Tio tmes bua ul bedoag egetdive bis ebook 
“Poolicn ot saedeet 10 Ydintow AL nétecwoxs  Seegdler og 
eiqoeg avoliey Yo eftely .ivteeeoorert? “abese oot 
| “ eestviee stodgy 3 frette 
edt at ¢90 netewoxe ,¢dgued sheet .baextaY ay! 
"aac in Fatt ac Ya Bbhdaico Wn deds los 
tnoxettib te eens edt taods nani toi “e —— “tae” 


% Ser sh 
vey 2% i Ly ed i » : ! 
LRT. ME. AG. SES RS 


“netgwt exentdd to dei “a ttigvot abeer ii 
 adetodt nf digta’ edd sox" "pinade stood ta. inal stand 





iw eed, tah OF Piel? eh Ledece! et 


aeiowth faoel Agee - bevaie "t9270 9 Dre fv hihi ox 
; i 5 Pesedd ; 

‘ + tee p A 
é . P eas . @ aca 


he ors 8 
oe ay 





1153, 
December 
20 Left at 6:30 A.M. A heavy snow had fallen, Plodded 
the whole day through and stayed for the night in 
Supaiaby a@ very poor place. 
| 21 | Left at 7:50 A.M. More snow had fallen. Plodded the 
whole day through and stayed for the night in Toplich, a 
very poor place, 

22 Left at 7 AeM. Plodded through heavy snow until 2 P.M, 
when we reached Yengi-hissar. There was bazar thet day 
but nothing new in our line was to be found. 

23 Left at 9 A.M. Passed whole day through snow-covered 
country, arrived at dusk in a Kirghiz town, called Shagran- 
bazar and stayed there for the night, 

24 In Shagran bazar. Obtained cuttings of peaches, 
grapes and apricots. Left at about 11 A.l, Arrived 
toward evening in Tashemalah, and stayed there. Bought 
some seeds, 

25 Obtained cuttings in Tash-malah, left 10 A.M. Walked 
the whole day and arrived at 7 P.M. in Upal. Stayed there. 

26 In Upal. Received visits of the notables of the town, 
talks about products of the locality, flora of the neigh-~ 
boring mountains. Ws shom branches of the Thian«shan 

| spruce and of a Juniper. Collected cuttings of fruit trees. 
; ». a In Upal. Visits again of various notables. Left at 
11 A.M. Weillked the whole day; made camp at sunset; 
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1154, 


Dolled tea water from snow, started to sleep near camp fire 


when Kirghiz men game and invited us to come to their 
tents. Wild ride in the cold, dark night to Kirghiz camp 
@ud pleasant receipt. Stayed there; the region is called 
Pustan Perek, 

In Pustan Terek. xeursion in the wild and rugged 
mountaine, Saw groves of Picea Schrenkiana, of Juniperis 
Spey atc., oollested seeds and cuttings of various plants. 

In Pustan Tere. nian in the mountains again. 
More cuttings and seeds collected, A fine hull~less barley 
bough t. 

Left Pustan Terek at 9 AWM. A heavy snow had fallen 


during the night, walked whole day through the desert and 


arrived at 6 P.M, in the Osase of Upal. Stayed there for 


the night. 

Left Upal at noon, Wroute all day. Arrived at 8 P.M, 
in Tugutéchok and stayed there for the night in a miserable, 
Cold, damp room. “ashgar was only 4-5 hours awey, wut 


the night wis cold and dark and men and horses too tired, 


BND OF IWINWRARY REPORT. 
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1155, 
| Kashgar, Chinese Turcestan, 
Jamaery 18, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
Enclosed please find my accounts for the past quarter, 
(October, November, December, 1910). As you will see, there 
appear two currencies in them in the same country, but the 


accompanying explanatory note will, I hope, shed sufficient 





light upon this curtosity. Will you kindly draw this to the 
) attention of those making these accounts into shape in case 
sone difficulties should arise. 
| Trusting that everything reaches you in good con- 
| | dition, I remain | 
Respectfully yours, 
FRANK W, MEYER. 


Explanatory note in regard to the Currencies of Chinese Turkestan, 





The unit of money in nearly the whole of Chinese 
Turkestan is the Foueping or Mashger Teel, either in coin or as 
lump silver. The value of this tael is about 70 American cents 
but it fluctuates slightly each day; it is divided in two ways, 
one the decimal one and each tenth part is called a Mace, but ” 
also ina nonmdecimal way, vie., in cash; 400 cash making one 
tael and 40 cash one mace, 

In those cities of Chinese Turkestan where ltussian 
influence is guia. like in Sashgar for instance, there is 


also Russian currency in daily use and several Russian estabe 
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1166. 
lishments, like the post office and the customs house refuse 
to accept Chinese currency, while the Russian bank pays out 
only in Roubles, referring to native money~brokers to exchange 
it into Tacls. 

As such two different currencies will appear in the 
accompanying accounts. The salaries and subsistence of both 
the Russlan~Turki and of the Chinese interpreter were paid out 
in Boubles, leaving it over to them to obtain as favorable an 
exchange as possible, whenerer Russian currency was not 
accepted. This agreement had been made with them before they 
entered Chinese Turkestan, as it saved worry and inconventence 
on both sides, 

Trusting that this explatation may be sufficient, 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Respectfully yours, 
PRANK N. MOYER, 
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1157. 
Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
Jarmuary 18, 19100. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: | 

After lots of difficulties with customs house and pos- 
tal authorities here, I was able at last to send off this morning 
19 parcels to the American Consul, Mr. Jacob Conner, in St. 
Petersburg and I am requesting him to forward them to you at 
his earliest opportunity. These nineteen parcels contd&in 117 
patkages of c: ttings, acions and budwood of various fruit and 
ornamental trees which I collected on my last journeys here, 
They are numbered 801 to 906 inclusive. : enclose herewith a 
set of inventory notes giving about all the information I ws 
able to Collect about this material. ‘Some numbers, however, 
come in for some special mentioning, viz., 

Well, first a few general remarks. As you know I 
arrived here in Chinese Tur estan toward the end of October 
and nearly ell froits were finished then, therefore I had no 
opportunity to find out myself whether many of the things I 
have collected were really anything out of the ordinary. In 
taking cuttings or seions I had to trust to those inforning 
me and--may I tell you that Orientals do not always handle th» 
truth very carefully, It may come, therefore, to pass that 
several of the fruits will not be considered very supetior to 


what we have already in the United States, 
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1158. 

Well, there are many peaches, nectarines and apricots 
among this shipment. ‘“e probably won't have the stock at hand 
to bud every iain eye and so I suggest to take 1/2 dozen or 
10 pieces of each number. Some of these apricots, nectarines 
and peaches may be hardier and more drought resistent than 
existing varieties dn America and may be experimented with in 
the more northorn regions. 

Of the various plwas and prunes, I would like to see 
some sent to Prof. U. . Hedrick at Geneva, New lork, who writes 
@ monograph on them. 

Prunus tomentosa, Nos. $15, 814, 897 and 698, my be 
experimented with in the northern regions of the United States 
and some of the budsticks might be sent to Ames, Iowa, to be 
budded on Amygdalus Davidiana or on various sp. of Prunus. 

a am sorry to have to disappoint those people who 
believe that grapes or pomegranates could be sweoessfully 
grown without protection in the more northern climates. As 
you see from the inventory neges, they are buried in winter 
aie in Turkestan, Of course, in my own opinion, that doesn't 
alter the thing a bit, in fact the more care sne has to take 
of a thing, the more one loves and appreciates it and this 
covering up in winter of grapes, pomegranates end figs can 
caetei nly be experimented with in those sections of the United 


States where the summers’ heat is great enough to ripen the 
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fruits and the wood, but where the cold of winter is great 
enough also to kill the wood back again, if not artificially 
protected. 


The two mumbere of Tamarix (869 and 670) are 





interesting, sgest to ask Prof. Wagson's opinion in regard 





to the distribution of then, 

Among the variou willows and poplars there are ies 
rare varieties and they ought to be distributed to various 
places. Those coming from the cooler regions of ‘Curkestan, 
like Nos. 873, 874, 877, 881, 882, 683, 687 might in part go 
to eas to Prof. Sargent, to the Arboretum in Ottawa or some 
other places where they will be appreciated. No. 884, Populus 
alba war. is a variety of burly or bird's eye growth. If. 
Kirkpatrick in Texas some where makes a specialty of such trees, 

Then thers are the mumbers 891, 892, 8935 and 694 
which are all very good things and ought to come in for an 
extra share of good treatment. Wo. 891, a strange plum, may 

be new! . 
Although we have quinces enough, the one sent under 
Ho, 899 is able to chant considerable alkali and great summer 
heat. 

The various elms, Nos. 900, 901, 902, and 903 might 
be given to a competent nurseryman for propagation, also some 


T would like to go to Prof. Sargent. 
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Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
January 20, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Pairchil d: 

Among the numberous letters I have received from ybu 
there is one dated Nov. 7, 1910, that calls for a reply by 
itself, vise, your desire to know from me how much money I 
will need about for the rest of the fiscal year, g0 you my 
know whether anything gould be spared out of my appropriation 
to assist in appointing a Mr. Stuntz. 

| Well, this ig a rather curious case, I am far away 
from Washington and do not know exactly how things are going 
with you there and do not quite know how high expense have 
ron, but in case Miss Goss has left, im't her salary avail+ } 
able for Mr. Stunte? Then, now that Dr. van Fleet has left 
our work more or less, isn't a share of his Compensation also 
left to you? 

Well, my expenses for this coming half year may be 
rather large, but they also may be quite small. T4 depends 
upon the regions Tammoving ine “Should T explore more of 
the mountains in Russian Turkestan then my outlays are no doubts 
going to be considerably larger than by travelling more in 
Chinese Turkestan. And now this is the question. I had been 
in hopes that my Chinese interpreter would have stuck to me, 


then I would have gone from here to Muldija and then through 


the Waldvez and Xunges valleys down to Urumtsi and Turfan, which 





would have taken this whole winter and springs; in summer I would 


have traversed the regions from Turfan to Lanchow, in which last 
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city I would have arrived in autum. ‘Then my intentions were 
to collect all of the persimmons, peaches, pears and other 
fruits for which the Yellow River valley is so well known, 
In Sianfu} for instance, (Shensi Provinee) there are said to 
be more varieties of persimmons than in any other part of 
China, I slowly would have come down the Yellow River regions 
and have coliected until spring time prevented me from sending 
any more cuttings. Then it would have been 1912 and I either 
would have been ready to return to civilisation or do something 
elee. Now, however, ir, Ting, the Chinese inberpreter, has 
informed me that he is not willing and not able te rought it 
any longer; in case it all could go sitting in a cushion-lined 
carriage, he would go yet, but of course to find something of 
interest one has to go away from the beaten tracka and to 
forsake ease and comfort. 

Now I have been looking about for another hardy 
‘sort of a Chinaman who could speak besides Chinese either 
English, German, French, Dutch or Russian, but~--one might wait 
here for years and still my not find one, for thé class of 
Chinese that are here sre either officials, merchants or 
rascals. The Chinese are merely intruders here, utterly 
foreign to the land, its inhabitants and its custom, but 
of course, they are the rulers and the natives have an awe 


for them and a foreigner travelling about must have a good 
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Chinese interpreter to assist him in visiting and receiving 
the Chinese officials and asking them their assistance in 
procuring horses, carts, guides, supplies, etc. 

And now thet matters stand this way, I have decided 
- upon another route, vizg., to go from here to Narinek and then 
work my way through the vell«wooded valleys of the Marin and 
the Kara~Kuldja, where a similar vegetation is said to exist 
ae in the Yuldue and Zunves valleys, thouch less lusuriant. 
Wild apples, plums and other things, however, have been reported 
to me by some Russians, who were there ea few years agoe Pollow 
ing the Mara-Xuldja I will come owt in Ouskent and from there 
there iga good road to Andishan, where I am at the railroad 
again, Now my permit from 3t, Petersburg, allowing me to travel 
in Russian Ture stan has exptfed and I have telegraphed to the 
Governor General at Tashkent for a renewal, through the Russian 
Coneul General here, Mr. 3. W. Sokow, and I have been expecting 
an answer all these last days. | 

I probably will have to o from Andishan straight 
to Tashkent, and have an audience with the Governor General 
there, asking him to give me permission to explore the Chotkab, 
the Peeme and the Ablatoume regions for the various wild fruits 
there and then to proceed to the Issyk-kul regions and from 
there I would work my way along the Altai up to Irkutek and 
tron there wenn by way of Kiekte and Urga, down to Peking and 


atart then up the Yellow River valley as far as Lanchow. 
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There is a third plan yet, viz., in case 1 should 
not get the permission to go by way of 4arinsk and Andishan 
I would go with my Russo-Turki interpreter and the assistance 
of an expérionced native guide, from here to Muldja, across 
the Thlanshan, make my headquarters thewe for some time and 
then proceed to Chugutchak at the Biberian frontier, where 
foreigners are allowed to cross without special permits and 
then proceed either over Semi~palatinsk or by wy of the 
Altai to the Trans-Siberian R. R. From where I might go — 
“st or West. 

Now all these writings here are simply a prelude 
to what I dntend to say, vin., the trip ae mentioned under 
Noe 1, is probably out of the cuestion. Ti would have been 
an intermediate journey for so far as expenses are ¢ oncerned. 

Trip No. &, whish seems likely to realize at the 
present ie a rather expensive ome, es everything in Russian 
furke stan is much higher then there in Chinese Territories. 

Trip No. 3, the last, is probably the cheapest at 
the béginning and may turn out more expensive at the end. 

And so all things taken into consideration the 
probabilities are that my xa velline for the rest of the fiseal 
yearl910-11 won't be much dearer than it has been up to 
December 1910, Yow as you may see from my accounts, the 
expenses for the quarter, July, 4ugust and September, 1910, 
have been (roughly) $1225,00, for the quarter October, Novem 
ber, and December, 1910 (roughtly) 1456, or a total for the 





q past half year of 52690.00, or let us say #2700. ‘this means 
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$5400 _— the whole year, So in case nothing extraordinary or 
umsual should happen I will have again a Vabonne of iet us 
say $500 upon which you may count with a good degree of 
certainty. I further will keep you fully advised how my finan 
clal matters are running in the near future. 

Well, this is about all about the financial part, 
later on I will come back again upon that letter of November 7, 
1910. Believe me to be, Mr. Fairchild, 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N. MEYER. 


Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
Jamery 21, 1911. 

Dear Mr, Fairchild; 

| These last days I have only occasionally referred to 
the many letters I have been receiving from you, but now I hope 
ie answer them in more detail. ‘here are several reasons for 
not heving responded sooner, ‘The main one is that I have not 
been feeling entirely well these last times. We suffered a 


good many privations on our last journey, for the weather was 


 @old and we had much snow and even here in Kashgar there is 


no good inn to be found and we had the first days pretty chilly 


and uncomfortable times, The foreigners living here cannot 
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accommodate hardly any guests in winter as they themselves 
suffer a good deal from cold and discomforts and so we have 
rented some rooms end furnished them as well as we could with 
our own and with borrowed furniture. My little trunks serve. 
for chairs and tables at the samm time, and a bedsheet covers 
up a large door, taken off its hinges, which serves as my 


“grand” writing table. ‘the weather too, this winter here is 


Very unpl sant, nearly every day a leaden sky, interchanged 


by enowfall every other day and only a few hours bright sun 
light for a whole week, Wearly all of the foreign element 
here are out of sorts and some @ven seriously ill. Well, 

I have had now.a stroke of it and both the Russland the Chinese 
interpreters are unwell. Then thentroubles with those inter« 
preters and guédes! My? Kipling was right in saying: "Down 
to Gahenna or up to the Trone, he travels fastests, who travels 
alone." But one simply cannot do without men} You in civilised 
life have your stenograrhers and domestic servants, and we out 
in the wild lands have our interpreters and guides. How I have 
for instance this Mr, Ting who hes been treated so well by Mr. 
Sowers and by me; well, he positively does not want to rough 
it any more, he gave me an awful Zat of trouble on this past 


joumaey and prevented me in some cases from going more into 


the wildernees. And now ft am afraid he gimply will stay here | 


and live a life of idleness aguin, until he has spent his last 
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Kopeck, Then we have my Russian interpreter. He is a German 
who has lived for 14 years in Tashkent and has learned Russian 
and Turki fairly well in that times; he has gotten it into his 
head to atart some sort of a business of his own this spring 
and thinks he tan make money with all sorts of things. ‘then 

I had a native Wohammedan guide with m from hotan atl expected 
he would take the place of Mr. Ting as he spoke Chinese quite 
well, putqshe got homesick and lost all ambition and energy 

tana these natives here haven't got too much of these things 
anyway) and I had to pay him off and let him go. We are here 

in one of the back corners of this world of ours and to fina 
suitable men is like hunting for white ravens, Wany foreigners 
who come here make the most of a bad job in this line of getting 
reliable assistants and I am doing likewise and you have little 
idea there in Washington what a time and trouble it takes to 
get plant material here, Just now we are already for two weeks 
negotiating about getting different varieties of rice linha 

; It is also a strange matter that my permission to 
travel again in Russian Turkestan hasn't come as yet. ‘Two weeks 
ago ae wag an Unglishman here who was refused permission by 
the Governor General and was told to have his ‘mbassy in St. 
Petersburg arrange matters for him. With some understanding, 
however, he ws allowed to proceed as far «s Andishan, all de- 
taille of this ease haven't been given out, of course, I 
wonder how they will treat me. Of course, my name is well 


known in the ledgers of the administration of Russian Turkestan 
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1168, 

and 1 don’t expeet any troubles. And in case they should 
object by me Boing the unbeaten track from Narinsk to Andighan, 
I mkght take a different route altogether, as 1 stated in my 
letter yesterday. The only thing is this, by going very far 
into the wilds of Chinese Turke stan, one has no chance what~ 
soever, to send parcels with cuttings or scions any longer. 
Yor instance, if I went from here to Turfan to get that seed- 
less grape there, well, that would take me 50 days by carts 
from here and then I would have to hurry back to Kyldje which 
would take me amther 30 days and then the Iussian post office 
or customs house in Kuldja micht refuse to send them and 
“voile tout.’ Por some peculiar reasion or another the au- 
thorities here refuse to accept grape cuttings for transit through 
the mails, so in case some of such things should reach you, 
Please do not say much about it. ‘Travelling in these parts 
of the world is indeed not all pleasure, And if one only 
found a whole bot of rare things, but even thet is not the 
case. A good thing, however, that man hes hope left, without 
{t life would ve too dreary altogether, | 

And now we get the letters, The first is dated 
Pebruary 25, 1910, and was delayed apparently at all. stations 
in Russia, It speaks about sending photos teken with the 
little camera, to be utilized in the bi-weekly bulletin. 
Well, the little camera has since long been received by you 


and that point has therewith beer settled. And about sending 
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ee 169. 
| photos with the shipments; yes, : myself would be too gled to 
do BO, but I will need to carry a whole developing and printing 
outfit with me and will first need a course of instruction in 
all these matters. I am afraid these things are out of the 
; question on this trip, Of late I have seen some developing 
. and printing work by amateurs and it was really a pity to see 
the damage that had been done to otherwise good exposures, by 
faulty developing. As you may remember, I have also been in 
correspondence with Mr. Uorge®t about these same matters. 
| Letter of September 16, 1910, with enclosure of list 
of species of Asparagus wanted by Ir. Js Be exten for his 
breeding work. I have been alwys on the lookout for Aspara- 
gas ani send you by the last mail algo some rhizomes under 
No, 906, I have also some seeds yet to send. 
Hetter of 


September 30 1910, about the warrant for 





$6000 which we didn’t know then had been burned, ell, I got 
the new one 0.K. ‘Thank you for the February number of the 
Geographic Magazine with Mr. Porrest's article in it. Well, 
botantoally it is decidedly uninteresting; ethnologically, 
however, 1t ig quite nice, although similar tribes of men 
live both in Sumatra and in Borneo. You say about Tr. Porrest 
referring to hie abilities as an explorer and that there is 
80 mach to be done yet in our line that we ought to enlist as 
many good men in it as possible. Please be sone what more — 
explicit and tell me in a next Letter what sections of the 
world ought to be explored from our point of view! I count 


wpon an answer for it also my effect my future travel! 








ah ees! 
Ye * 


at holy cot od  Lapewe Shomer  § ae 4 | ape is ne Aint Pe | 
a ie ) 


gatiaiey hse waiqaleret « dese + a YeHAD 6 0 Span tiie a tg ge 


et wo Browder 20 owss00 8 5 boon tons? iltw one em | FS ag g 


wees OD we aint 


ae bd sare tit eee pieate ms ont: 
r imu Pee 4 a 4 TOE ORY penel. ie 


satgesoveb « SmOe steee ona | d iad 1 ais onde: an seek. 9 ape by 


ece od wigs ele | sane # ban sruetane #5 OW setdutaa as 
Ly Lae, Pats & 

w toumeqte bape sebemdte of anal amet bad tadéd oat 
| reg Pow k FR moans £ 7 
uk stead oe fe over 1 redo aut aot oA cantqaloved a fr 2 

; ae op AS aquemis~ at 


“eros eat | apeut su0ds stows vil at be eoneb noqRegr co 
toed Seon otal ‘mows 









tort % deinen tty Poca) i ot EY Ban 
i am ees Oe nad’ b Lbee 
@ lat et todo eh ab vo os “eta search te aslogga to 


SS a ee 2 ee a 





% «l gece sme tere ae 
stare 0% iagoes edit, no oyarte aved ved t yalcow gulbeord 
ss my *.tavet afioe* 


teu dese wi date SueB cela iam ‘eal ny ow Hoy Sites haa eng 
aectox eved ee lt Pend? 

bree “ tox shece ems enka eed I .,d08 ,off 

o wee. wee gel ag aaah end 







<u 2 dawson eat tata oes ics @ Te: : 
Pat il at ae et a | onae ae 
doy Y ‘site songs seed iiasi edt west nb iD ” Aahds 0008G 
is Borde? ai Sivew alt Ye 
eds te “es cma rauredo add 402 20% seco? 90 ‘eno. wea od¢ 
‘s #68 ofetiw @ beget 
ley sit at ‘einai ot taper wa abn ont | Sagal oligatyced 
ney t oe BOO'D, f ol 
«tiias tyetondte fy tdeorepde iat tino 2000. ei #1 Ulaviaated 
+ ot Dime eth, 8F 
nom to aodtot tik tek thse 0 sour oi inp ei gh ,tevewor 

“oe mw baa 
teottet OM, peretiie oe vay veins al ma sadene mi dtodd evil 
# aes phe st oh! : yravadet 

el eiedd tart bits sexoiuse na ts sols ihe eld 

atte CEN FE " sheen at 
ea det ne ‘et skye aw beat unt ‘ewe a1 say need at ot dosm oe 


grrenes oS eeil. 
orront footw ote of eek _ eldteaoy ae 4 at Bem Sooy Yam 


‘ oe ee sf Jaw 
ot ® “anotione ted soit S200 3 im ‘oat Liet pas et 
, 4 v Sek at oe Ra tay dard 
"enone t “feeux: ‘te. pubes 0 028 bovasars ad ad Siyeo bitow 


lievatt oxavut ya footte Get oe La a baad towers fs nog 


Big 3 M . wy tr 
x . 4 iw, ei . - ey ; 
ton oe 6 SE ii ; ‘yo. 





1170, 


Aut this Salsola richteri, seeds sent under No. 





1373a, photo No, 474, and how to grow it. Well, Mr. Mleteky 
told me that he had the greatest success in sowing the seeds of 
all these Central Asian desert plants in autumn, in a moist 
sandy 3911 out in the opens During the following spring and 
sumer the plants some up and when large enough, are trans~ 
planted that same autumm or next spring to their pe rmnent 

local ities and in transplanting one always has to count upon 

a fair percentage of loss, In ease I myself only had & small 
quantity of seeds, I would sow them in flats, which had been 
slightly burned inside, so as to sterilize them and use a medium 
light, sterilized soil and sow them under gis ss, picking off 
the seedlings se they were old enough ts be transplanted and 
put each one in a pot, and then in a sash frame. ‘The localities 
where they will grow best, are, §# course, these where the air 
is naturally dry. A treatment as is given youn: Swealypti will 
in all probabLlity also mit them, save that the seeds rem in 
dormant mach longer and that a much greater care in watering 
will have to be observed. 

How much rainfall there occurs in the regions where 
the Saxaul tree grows, well, very little, not more than a few 
inches per yerr, but there r nearly always a considerable 
amount of subsoil moisture, where those trees grow best. 

About this Gapt. Waters in San Wiguel and his growing 
gome of these Central Asian sand binders; well, 1". would advise 


himto try the Genistas from the Canary and Yadeire Islands and 


ey Wt 













to whoes-one siiiiice ‘ak ‘geecems lala . seen a aa Le | 
totem a ai nus se snd ednel¢ sroeed indtel"22idch ob Itt 
bus ‘geben wi teokic’ ois gatwe ead ‘ed ai beets : : i ( 
~bn@s ots ,dgiese eyed woste Bite or ede elite it oan 

- damecgert oy “teat og ealvae Sater =e maton omae omee tat f 
soas tation ot ead wien ke one idan igecwd at ‘fas ; 


Lieme @ bed ‘ute Loews re ones ot “itl te aes 

‘Ye ‘pai ee i robati node woe ‘bua tee ee 
G.. Snt aime. ‘ies. 

bas decackgemett ea ‘e3 + domame Sto e eree hepa 0 aya a 


| als edt stedw oped? oora0e “te ou ‘feo i 
Lite bargLaontt rer nev by al. ea trenbaneh A 














i ae 9 2 
i 


ni amo shoot eat tadt ovae “ghectt sia eis wit ids 


pilteter at eta0 roteots ‘oso & ) tane bas sn me ss NS 
é ee “EL po 

atedy exelnan ott st eum ge ows pas a= 
ut 


7 rs emcdesee® 


‘wet a ed rom fou sett wer feat: 


Le 


Pt 





é Hey wise et eth 

sia08 wm seont oot ove inion. 

‘ bones wh te ing 
yubrers, etd bata ouyie nek ar wanes D ald 


eatebe baer. t ton te prekd 


Re: te at ane os tae 


—_ : 


| 
gue 
= 
Re 
is: 
= 


1L71l. 
Ulex europaens and other const plants from the Mediterranean 
regions, “hese Central Asian desert plants want = high 
summer temperature and a cold, dry winter. Some Lyciums and 
Asutralian coast plants might also suit Capt. Waters' ideas 
of these Saxauls, Salsolas and Callignums T would not advise 
him to sow many, 


Letter of October 6, 1910, about the bad fact that 





the wild persimmon stock from Chang-1i and fangsi failed to 
grow, It seams very strange; for these things were some of 
my earliest introductions. I eollested this wild paptiandes 
No, 616 on Pebrusry 28, 1906, thetis almost 5 years ago, and 
sent them straight to Chico, I believe this fellow to be 

the original Db, sinensis and ir, Hume is right in wanting it. 
Por moist » mild-wintered regions, it is pmeably better than 
either D. virginiena or D. Lotus. I found it wild in some 

to peaes between “anghei and Hanchow. The few plumesiszed fruits 
which I found on the ground had ail the seeds decayed in them 
and therefore I sent seions. Some people who may be able to 
gend you seeds and s¢ions are Rev. Alex. Hennedy in Tangsi, 
China; Heve Ure Ja Ma We Jarrham, Amertean Presbyterian Mission 
Shanghai, Chinas Ret. Bev. %. B, Moule, Hancow, Ching, ALL 
these peeple should have a tin tube sent to them with some 
packing tells and of] paper and a photo, No. 125 to show them 
exactly what yon want. Please have a look in my unborn bal- 


_ letin, I say something there about that white-barked persimmon, 
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Letter of October 15, 1910. About this burned-up 
warrant for $6000, Yes, that ie rather a romantic affair. 

If the newspapers get hold of it, they will make something 
sensational out of it, running like this, "S000 burned. Gov- 
emmment explorer left stranded in fer away Asia as a result. 
Relief soon to come, ete.” ff hope no other meil for me was 
burned at the same time, Tt gave My. Heingertner perhaps 
also a stare when he got those ¢ablegrams, Well, the dupli- 
cate warrant has come safely in my possession now, the Con- 
gular letter being sealed with three seals and I hove to 

cash it here if they can handle such « big affier here. I 
have been using my own money for all these months just like 

I have done so many times out in China, It was a good thing 
that I hadn't talon my salery out at all and also that those 
$500.00 left over from last year were still in my possession. 
if it had not been for these two factors, I would have had to 
gable you for money from Tashkent. 

Iam very pleased that you have put my work before 
the Secretary; it cannot be, of course, a complete report of 
what we have introduced, for the good work is getting along ell 
the time, although | am afraid « good many things have been 
lost. You say the Secretayy is especially anxious to get good 
‘hinge for the northwestern country. Yes, I know that. But 
where mre we going to find them? There is no sreat promising 
region on this globe of ours with a climate similar to that of 


the Upper Mississippi Valley and where all sorts of good things 
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1173, 
are to be found. In fruits especially breeding will be almost 
the only solution, breeding and improving om the lines Ir. 
S. G Patten in Charles City, Iowa, is following for all these 
years with so much success as Wr, Taylor and I were able to 
gee a few sutmers ago. | 

Letter of October 22, 1910, abgut those 10 photo~ 
graphic plates and films, last on the way from Mflis to 
Yash inct on, > OG Yes, a good thing you took it up with the 
Department of State; that may make it more effective. 

I also eee that two cases with seeds and herb rium 
material had been received, but were not opmed, I didn't 
hear after that any mre in what state these things were, mt 
suppose O.K, a8 many of the things arpear in Bulletin of 
PePsle Wow 51s 

Letter of October 27, 1910, with enclogure of Mr. 
Marsden Manson's photo with his “Sierra Bureau”, Yes, it looks 
to be a very handy camping outfit, I have some smaller ones 
like that with me and in dry regions they are very convenient, 
but-«when a rain catches one then many things get spoiled. 

On our last journey one of these bags slipped into the water, 
ag our horses were wading @ broad, stony river and the flour, 
galt and sugar had become in a vory short time a beautiful, 


inseparable mass, My thanks to you for your Kindmess of 


bringing this outfit to my notice. 
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Letter of November 1, 1910, in which you say that 
you hope we are not mistaken in regard to the quality of 
material found in Chinese Turkestan because of the drought 
resi stency and hardiness of plants there. Well, I tthink we 
are somewhat mistaken, for it doesn't get very cold here 
ana plants do not suffer so very much from lack of water, for 
everything is irrigated and where no irrigation is practiced 
there is an sbsolute desert. Then those things that are 
tender, like grapes, vomegrankbes and figs are covered up 
in winter. The great hopes I minly have with this Turkes« 
tanese mterial is their comparatively great resistence to 
alkali and their power to withstand very dry heat and great 
extremes of temperatures. And in apricots we really may 
expest some hardier varietion, able to grow in Verious parts 
of the west, I wrote some suggestions in this line on the 
inventory motes which I sent you last week. Please have a 
look through them, in case you personally are interested in 
some of these things. ‘ 

There is also a line in that letter of November 1, 
1916, whiéh I like to take up and hear some more about, vise, 
“for there is so much of importance to be found in other parts 
of the world, that we shell begrudge the time you spend in 
that region where little is to be had.” I would like to hear 
from you in a next letter which parts of the world you have 
in mind, Pleage gend « list of various regions you think 
worth exploring from an economic-botanical point of view so 
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I may gather information abot it. 

I see you algo were ill for several days, Yes, that 
seems to be live, I begin to believe that there are few 
mortals on this world of ours who are not having those occa» 
sional spells of mental and of physical dieorders. ‘hat is 
one of the reasons men have mde unto themselves in their 
imagimtions, regions where nothing of the sort will be known. 

About some sKaibois of self and guides. Well, we 
renlly hed not very wna to photograph of late, but the 40 or 
80 exposures I mde I just sent off to St. Peterbburg to have 
them developed and printed. Has nothing appearcd in American 
dailies and monthlies about our work in all thet time I have 
been away now? 


Letter of November 5, 1910, about sending freight 





bills, if possible, Up to the present I had to send them to 
the American Consul in Batoum to enable him to get the ship 
ment, wt I will eee whether they are willing to supply me 
with duplicate bills, 

Letter of November 7, 1910, in regard to this Mr, 
- Stunts. Well, he swrely is a marvel, reading 11 lancusges. 
‘there did he learn them all? Has he been abroad? How high 
te his salary going to be? No. I didn't cnow Miss Goss haa 
resignel, I thought she had taken «= three month's leave of 


absence, 
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1176, 
I also see that you know I had a surplus left 


last year, I never received an answer upon the eablegran 


from Samarkand, neither on the letter in which I wrote you 
about sending this message. I suppose mow, however, that | 
you received both. 

I alsp see in your P. S$, that you are asking for 
& promotion for me, but with your shortness of money, how 
will that ¢ome about? 

Letter of November 22, 1910, with enclosure of 
one letter of introduction for mé from Mr. Curtis to Mr. 
¥Y F. Gnesin. In ¢ase I should return to Tashkent, I certeinly 
boyd to see this gentleman. 

I didn’t know anything of the big Demeratic victory 
in the States until ft got your letter. Yes, I wonder what 
the influence will be upon appropriations in ceneral «and upen 
our Plant Introduction work in particular, Of course, in cave 
appropriations should be cut down, so that this exploration 
part of the business should be suspended, for awhile anway, 
then im tege there is such a possibility, I would like of 


course to be fully posted sometime before sp thet I may Look 


out for my om future. In case explomtion wonld not be pos~ 


sible any longer, what sort of places are open in the United 


Staten where a fellow like me would be able to do some good 
work yet. I wuld not care to stay very long in Washington, 
&8 you know me well enough} for and a mere pro paget ing garden, 


like ours at Chico certainly does not arpeal to mee A plant- 
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1177. 
breeding station with an arboretum attached to it appeals most 
to me and one at oreference in the Western parts of the 
United States or in New England. I expect some answert from 
you upon these matters! 

And Mr, Powell resigning! Yes, I amvery mch sure 
prised at that, but of course, every men has to know his own 
future best. | 

But what really shocks me is the fact that Dr. van 
Fleet was not eble to hold his place in Ghico for at least a 
couple of years loncer, I do hope things won't go again to 
that sad state they were under Mouer’s management. Mr. Beagles 
is not a mn of scientific training and our garden will need a 
good deal of watching agains A good thing you have ir. Dorsett 
with you now he will look after Chico mtters! 

Iam sorry to hear that Or. Galloway didn’t after all 
improve by his trip «8 we all hoped so fondly, In a next letter 
I hope to hear better news re this. I would like to hear from 
him what his impressions are about the Par thst! 

Letter of November 25, 1910, Mr. Wight being pleased 
$0 see my herbarium sheets made smller. ‘Yes, I will pay atten- 
tion to that in the future. About my mumbering herbarium 
specimens, Well, most times the herbarium m terial is collested 
long before seeds are ripe or cubtings available and it is only 
very rarely that one is sable to dosso. In my last shipments of 
herbarium material there were several specimens that had a lebel 


with them referring to my inventory numbers. Itwould have been 
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1176. 
@ good thing for Mr, Wight to have added a note whether some 
of the material { sent in wae new to our herbarlwn or other- 
wise interesting or whether it was much damiged or not on its 
long journey. To a fellow owt in the field endh remarks are 
hot only of interest but also of future uses. 


Letter of December 13 





1310, with enclosure of Mr. 

Re Rathburn's letter about baving received fossils from me; | 
but~-«Samerkeand is aot in the Gsucagus{ I return your letter 

to you and also Ur, Rathbun’s letter. I also enclose a letter 
from lr, W. de Revenelly; thoes letters may be filed or destroyed, 
whatever the guston is to do in such eases, IT also received 

@ few letters with the naiie Ferghana spelled as Gharliana. 

Letter af November 25, i210, with enelosures from 
Mn @eppone ani Mr. Esterly. I am glad to see that the eae 
of 91.95 which I would have had to return in normal cases 
has been mide avallable to me without all that trouble of 
returning, I thank you for your aagsistance in it. I am also 
writing @ letter to Sr. Zappone about it. ; 

I algo received several letters from Mesexs. Dorsett 
ani Bisset, bhich I will anewer to them directly. In Mrs 
Porsettts letter, however, of Vobruary 5, 1910, he mentions 
that my belietin has not gone to the printers I haven't heard 
for such a long time about that bulletin that T really do not 
know whet to think about it. It seems strange that ™r. 


faronshon's bulletin, who is not conneoted with our Depart- 
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ment, should have been published so cuiekly, while some of our 
own Contributions cannot be printed. I hope to be informed 
by you about plens you or others may have ebout my writings, 
In gage it cannot be published, then I would like to see B 
mamber of copies be made from it and sent to wrious people 
and experimental stations, I also would like to have one 
copy reserved for me and kept in a fireepresf place, 

ly, Bisset wrote me in a letter dated September 13, 
1916, that both you and ™%. Dorsett are enthusiastic about 
the prospects as a fruit for atid regions of the Chinese 
ai syphhe. Well, Iam glad to hear go. I also saw your own 
remarks in your hurried personel letter about tris Chinese 
date and the wiginal peach. 

T have « few more things yet to answer, mt T will 
do that in a next letter, Now I have to make a suggest ion 
yot to you, vie», this. If feel that I am getting somewhat 
out of touch with the office and other matters, too, and 
several questions that TI did in former letters haven't been 
answered even, Wow, I know of @uree, that you have an awful 
Lot of a eoeaiiaiinitiie to attend to, but, my work has also an 
important bearing upon your work in general and now I suggest 
a simple remedy; viaz., take «a big envelope, mark in blue 
pencil Meyer upon it and keep that envelope at a handy plec® 
in one of your desk drawers. Wow every time you read ome of 
my letters asking for some informtion, just take a note sheet, 
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1180. 
seribble something on it and put it in the envelope. Also 
suppose you read something or talk about somthing and you 
say to yourself, well, now look here, Meyer ought to know 
this, just scribble it down again and put it in the envelope. 
Or you get & photo from Chieo, or Brooksville or some other 
Place where our interests are mitusl, jusictry to put that 
also in the envelope, @ something in a newspaper strikes 
you as being of value to me, just pencil mark it and put it 
in the envelope. Ana now there comes a cortain time that 
you feel in the right sort of & mood to write me, then you 
empty that envelope and having looked through all the notes, 
you write me a solid letter, Wheat do you think about my 
proposal? 
In a former letter I asked you whether ‘rof, Hansen 
was again in Turkestan, Did you get that letter? In this 
letter there are aise a number of matters T expect from you 
| am anewer om, Well, this is then ali for the present. 
I remin, with best of regards also to all in the 
office, 
Respectfully yours, 
pRAIN N. MEY"Rs 
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11€1. 
Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
Jamary 22, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
A Tew days ago I received your letter of Octover 14, 


1910, with the appendix to it Chinese Turkestan ‘xploration 





Poreign Seeds, Acct. 60. = G.PeI. Noe 60.1. 
Well, this letter enlis for some special answer. 
You my, im case you were in difficulties like I ms there 
| in Rugsian Turkestan, you would make a bie jump to some other 
region. Yes, and what region would you take? I have also 
thought m «a few timea and have head in mind the Volga region; 
the Ural Mountains; the Altai in Southern Siberia, and the 
lake Baikal region. In case T really wouldn't have been able 
| to proceed to Chinese Turkestan, I would have gone agéinm to 
St. Petersburg, would have consulted specialists there on the 
floras and products of these various regions mentioned before 
and then would have gotten competent assistants and gone off, 
after IT had been in correspendence with you about it, of sourse. 
Yow, however, I am in Chinese Turkestan, a country somewhat 
like a cul de gac and have my difficulties hore, too, of what 
I wrote you in « recent letter. | 
| How I see that the Northwestern country especially. 
has to come in for a good share of new things. But~=where are 
we going to get them from? There ere not any longer many good 


new things lett on this world fit to grow under rather adverse 
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1182. 
conditions es are expertenced in the Northwest. As 1 wrote 
you already, climatic conditions here are not to be compared 
with those of the “pper Mississippi Wlley regions. Ye would 
have to <0 very much farther North for similar conditions, 
And then we got the Volga regions and Western Si beria to a 
great degree, alwo Manchuria ani certain sections of Mstern | 
Siberia, But « with the exeeption of the first named region, 
I never heard fo very etrixing novelties in the lines of 
fruits or remarkable new plants, Wanehuria I went through 
pretty well and the things I got there have probably been 
tested here and theres A wmither raw climate and a great 
variety of good things, never go together, Mr» Palrehild} 
Even the cherries and apples from Ventral fussia have in many 
Gases been seriously injured in lows and other parts in Pees 
Northwest in past winters, 30 what are we going to do about 
it? In gase the mountains here were clothed with vegetation, 
we might have found sumething good yet, bul-~they are appal~ 
lingly barren! Yes, 1 am awere that the greater part of 
Plants coming from Asia find 4 more cangenial home in California 
than anywhere else in the Uhited States, but Califpenia cannot 
help that. It is the same oase in the Riviera and in Southern 
Sngland, Such regions are bound to become centers of a higher 
horticlture, te ig tot my unwillingness to eet something good 
for the Northwest bub it is my wiableness to find good things. 


I see your remarks about the “ssyk-Kul region. Yes, 

















’ a 
wins 


bersqneo ed ef Y6a B48 ered ewoktthnoe ‘pitemtlo aor 
Aivew oY emodgon yolid Iqgteeteesi saa wie te roa art ie 
Taher thee o wallets ce? Hever venir fos tier oe rs. a : 

a ot habe ie sed weigor | bea 


Bho Be Riess: 
4 . i ‘ sa 
a) ae sits ot ‘ot ae decors | om ts bao 
ig , wee [ . \ 4 





“te esaht ott wr ott fevelr yrtanaiy" vist er en " ve et 
eigttitt cow TS ttietosiait™ se rtalte tem teereaner ee o? ‘e i . | 
“Reo yidedory ara ool Pag” ¥ ‘hve ede’ bot ere 

“Hao s bits odentt Ly! wast eatin a ‘ast ine fed ote 
fb ater ele® 1 ,Sédosgot Oy sevei | euandt 

esa #Y oved ated Levdued tox? telede bo itt bith ok 
aut ab eteg costo toa avo iet! Boutin qrebetdbe twenty q 
Foods CP at untew aw ora Beste “te eheehS tee tee a 
diehtasiae tte Beutite wile weit tak ah ota a 
~Ladts ote Yeittaotyd: toy boos ‘in Lilfehicie Sie? shat AG 
te dined etlaety - ‘bade waded oie I seme 
ainxclttd a2 chai in tnogted ered # HEY aren ‘ere githiew es iis 
Sotertes alse hk goif yedd aoe be Stay eine ct ot 
stedtve? at bra ste hr ht o 


Be * 


1 vie ou 






‘torgtd 9 to wvedies evox 
Soot, rr deny oF seg fa ore 7 a 


1185. 
even there it ien't cold in the sense of the Northwestern 
country? However, that region is included in the plans [I 
mde up, and so are the Iskeme, Tchotkal and Ablatoume regions, | 
where wild grapes, wild walnuts, wild plums and wild appl es 
occur. But there it is not exceedingly cold and there seems 
to be much snow there in winter, covering up vegetation pretty 
smugly. And to give further proof a mildness of winter climate, 
I may nent ion that Capuse states that in the Pskeme valleyowild 
pistaches and #ild almnds oceur} Sather bad prospects for 
very hardy things! Nos, those wild types of Vitis vintfera 
will never growummprotedted in the Hastern States or in the 
Middle West, it is not always the cold they object it, but it 
| is the great moist heat of summer with very hot nights and 
“ Ohangeable temperatures that make them so liable to all sorts 
of diseases. Gardeners, growing grepes in greenhouses all 
over the world, know too well mildew, blight and various other 
diseases of the grape and therefore it is that one always 


amelie the odor of sulphur in these greenhouses. 


| 


Mow, I will angwer in brief various points in the 
project Chinese Turkestan Wxplorat ions: 

Points 1, 2, 3) 4, 5, S» 7» S, %» all agreed on. 

Point 10. General plant of work, Searching. Have 
not been able to find yet Pirus bucherice; PF. “orshinskyi and 


P. heteraphylia. 
Have not yet found Medicego canceliata dnd M. glutinosa. 
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yea. 
Have been in @ rrespondence about both; the last is very much 
more promising as a fodder plant than the first. 
Hardy olives of the South Crimes, dot then in 11 
varieties, cnttings have been received in Washington, 
Paradise apple from the Caucasus. Found them and 
gent cuttings under tio. 768, 


Ficus afghanistancia, Wo specimens of this to be 





found in the Kew herbarium, while Prof. ¥, Lipsky, the great 
Russian speciali st on Central Asian plante, told me that it is 
only # variéty of the ordinary fig, Micus carfca, It grows in 
very temperate regions, where wild pistache occurs. Have 
been in the mounteins ef the Persian EE “eo ic~ Me Day 
but was not able to find a guide well enough acouainted with 
the region to assist us in finding it. 
| | Forests of wild pistaches at Seraks near the Persian 
frontier. Hed a very inc ompetent interpreter with me, who 
could not be relied upon and also there were more political 
difficulties in the way, therefore did not visit that region. 

ne fruite and cereals in the Oase of Mern. ‘tudied 
them, sent a report and also grains. 

Wild almonds in the Zarafshan Valley near Ssmarkand. 
Found them, sent seeds and herbarium material. 

Wil4@ pistaches in the Yarafshan Valley. Found only a 

tev; sent hertar tum material, seeds not ripe yet. 

Grape culture in the Bagafshan Yalley. saw some of it, 
‘bub it we too early to study the fruit, 
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1185, 
Pistache forests in Bokhara. ‘For political reasons 


or through aggressiveness of Russian officials was not per- 


‘mitted to enter these regions, 





Valley of the Pskeme to collect wild grapes and 
other wild fruits. Have not been there yet; intend to go there. 


Thian-shan spruce (Picea Schrenkiana}, Have only 





geen it at one place and all seeds we collected were worm 
eaten. 

Thirtchic mountains for wild apdbles, plums, almonds, 
apricots, etc. The Tchirtchik mountains are part of the Pskeme 
regions haven't been there yot. 

The apple region of Susak. Wever heard of it before. 

Will find out about it. 

Allai Mountains for wild plums. Interpreter ¢ould 
not get a permit to accompany me and alone I could not and would 
not gd 

Osh for wild pears and peaches. ‘There are no such 
things known in Osh. Sverything is cultivated and all under 

irrigation, 
| fhe Oases of Kashgar, Yarkend, Karghalik, Guma and 
Khotan. Visited them and collected all good things. Did not 
got to Zerias Chinese interpreter unwilling and got reports 
also that nothing special was to be found, that was mot alse 
in Khotan. These oases are ap% extremely cold in winter. It 
very rarely goes down to sero Pahr. It is very hot in summer, 


4 \ 
however, and there is considerable alimli in the land. 
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1186, 

The seedless grape of Turfan. It is a so-called 
Kishmis or Suetana as called in America, seems to thank its 
qualities to the fact that it grows in a region a few hundred 
feet below sea level, where the summers are exceedingly hot, 
and the atmosphere remarkably dry. The plants are grown in 
vows, the branches trailed over the earth, they are regularly 
irrigated and in winter are covered up with dry soil, like all 
grapes are in Uhinese Turkestan. ‘Tarfan ie between 50 and 60 
days by cart from Kashgar and most of the way is throvgh an 
exceedingly unprofitable country from a collector's point of 
view for it ie nearly all irreclaimable deserts. (P. 5. Try 
grape Culture IN TH? Salton basin on lines suggested here} } 

Lake Iseyk region, (Kul means lake in the Turki 
language). fo find various ornamental shrubs, wild fruit 
trees and wild forage plants, 2.0. Medicago falcata and I 


tycar 





Have not been there yet, but hope to collect there. 
Thian Shean regions, with the valleys of the Yuldus and 
the Kunges for various wild fruits and ornamental shrubs. This 


igs an enormous territory, and very inaccessable while the flora 
ig mot rich in species. May go there, but have to make special 


arrangements for a long soujourn; have not found suitable men 
as yet, willing to rough it any Length of time. 

Well, Wr. Fairchild, this is a rather solid letter in 
the way I take the word solid, 1 probably will hear some more 
about matters, brought forward here, Im case Fr. Stuntz should 


be with us, please have him look up the floras of the Ural, 


2) ae 
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1187. 
Altai, and Lake Baikal regions from an economic, botanical 
point of view. ‘The names of mere weeds are not wanted, but 
those of trees and shrubs, of eine and ornamental plants 
are, of course, what we need. Also the names of fruits that 
are cultivated in these aforesaid regions, in case such things 
are mentioned, | 
I have been informed here by the Russian Consul 
General, Vr. 5. W. Sokow, that there are valleys in the 
Altal Mountains with wonderful vegetation, like the Bugh Tarm 
Valley and the Marka-Kul region. Fr. Kesselring in 3t. Peters~ 
burg also told me about the Marka~Kul locality and said there 
grewa very fine sort of currant. And last, Mr. Ernest 
Parkinson of Bokhara who has been in the Altai tola me that 
for forage plants he thoucht the Altai was one of the finest 
regions he had seen and for fruits Persia. So maybe we find 
in the Altai more than around these desiccating, dreary, 
regions here, And herewith I will elose. 
With kind regards to you all, I remain 
. Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N. MEYER. 
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1188. 
Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
January 22, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
A day or so ago I received your Letter of November 29, 

1910, in which you ask me to write down some information for 
the S.P.%. numbers 29051 (Medicago) and 29062 (Pinus). I am 
herewith enclosing the two notes I made up. I congratulate 
myaelf in having left such a strong nemory, notwithstanding 

all that I have seen-and all the troubles and tribulations I 


went through. All details in collecting both the cones of 


a ae 


this Pinus tauricum and the plants of this Medicago rigidula 
wmorrisiane, isn't 1% morrisiana, if not, please have one R 
scratched through om the inventory note, ¢ame vividly into my mind. 
Iam also in receipt of 7 post ecards from you, dated | 
July 16, August 15, August 24, September 8, October 25, Novem 
ver 29 and December 12, 1910. They ail relate to letters or 
shipments reeeived and need no further replies. It was quite 
pleasing to me te note on the last card that my last shipment 
from Kashgar, Nos. 791-800, had been received in Mshington 
in good condition, This is probably the first time in the 
world's history that cuttings and scions have been shipped from 
these regions here to ovtside countries. However, it taces a 
lot of foresight and acqunintanceship with vorious conditions 
to be able to send off things. In case TI hadn't taken a few 


bales of moss with me from Souchoum in the Caucasus, I never 
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1189. 
would have been able to send cuttings and in case’T hadn*t 
taien parafine paper from Tiflis I would also have been badly 
off, Wow, however, the parafine paper has given out ani Tf 
have been able only with great difficulties to get some oil 
paper from a few Chinese shops, This ofl paper is not mde 
at all in the whole of Chinese Turkestan, It 19 imported from 
the Honan province, hence its great scaratty. 

I have been reteiving these last times akso 8 bul-~ 
letins of Poreign Plant Introductions, viz., Woo. 43, 44, 45, 
46, 48, 49, 50 and 51. Wo. 47 is missing as yet, but it may 
turn up still. They are as always full of interest to me and 
I have to maxe a few remarks about some things, To take the 
last number first. ‘this might almost have been called Meyer's 
Bulletin, for it almost exclusively deals with material T 
sent ing and 4 of my pictures given} It was strange to see 
them back again, sitting here in this part of the world. TI! 
see that the almonds ~ sent in are named A 


ygdslus nam, but«-~ 





I didn't send any seeds of that species. ‘the one almond is 

A. communis, 134Za, and the other A. spinoskssima, 1345a and 
13448. Wow that the herbarium dake is with them, Tr, Wight 
ought to have found that out! J also see that the descriptions 
of the two species have been mixed together. I wonder who did 
that? No. 1542a, for instance, oan never be used as a hedge 


plant! 
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1190. 
In the appendix to No. 43 I notice a curious mistake 


under the name Bolusianthus speciosus, 21806, TI hope this 





bulletion wasn’t sent out that way! What will others say? 

This Picea Breweriana in Bulletin 45 must be inter- 
esting, You ought to send some seeds of it to Mr. Philippe 
de Vilmorin at Yerrieres le Bulsson. It is an exceedingly 
rare speies} 

The note from Dr. Yamei Ain is also very interesting: 
this Wingpo varnish she speaks about is well known ts use It 
comes froma Sumac, Rhus vernicefera, but-~it is extremely 
poisonous to some people. Every year some foreigners in Shanghai 
get poisoned by entering a room recently varnished or buying 
gome newly varnished furniture. The effects are mny times 
worse than those of the common poison ivy. “hen the varnish 
has thoroughly dried it has become harmless, I daresay your 
Chinese furniture has been treated with 1t ealeo. And soap 
made from the soy bean! Very interesting. There probably 
will come a time that soy beans are also given a nobler use 
in the United States than mere forage or green mamre. 

| Then, I see Mr, Cougine from “eihsien will send 
250 catties of vistache seeds, Good Heavens, what are you 
going to d with so mich? 1 suppose Pr, Swingle is booming 
it as a new and beautiful ornemental tree for the Southwest. 


ft algo made some remarks about it in my plgeon-holed bulletin. 
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In Wo. 46 I see Berberis Femantii. Could you spare 
a few seeds to Mr. A. 0, Rollow, Director of the Botanical 
Garden at Tiflis, in exchange for things he has given me or 
sent you? 
| Of the Magnolia samp bellii you got {[ would suggest 
to plant a specimen in our garden at Brooksville, when that 
garden is able to receive such a rare thing. The climate there 
will switit! Many of Wilson's Western Chinese plants will also 
find a congenial locality there. 

About the shat plant (Catha edulis) Mr. Chas. Moser, 
American Consul in Aden writes about, My, that is an inter-~ | 
esting thing. Couldn't we explorers use that instead of the 
beastly tea we have to contend with? In ease you have tablets 
of things like this hat plant, I will be glad to test them. 
Also Kole mts, of which I saw an interesting description, 

I see from ell these bulletiones that you are receiv 
ing a mase of troplesl snd subtropical material but very little 
from real cold regions. Rather bad, isn’t it? 

Well, I won't send this letter off es yet. I do 
expect a telegram from the Governor General at “Tashkent. 
IMPORTANT]! January 26, 1911. | 

The telegram has come this morning and I am not 
permitted to go by way of Marin and Andishan. Political objec- 
tions! Haven't quite decided yet wmt to do. Will probably 


go to Tashkent by ordinary road over Osh, although it is a 
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waste of time ami money. Chinese interpreter demoralized; hasn't 


shown up yet for severel days. Russian Turki interpreter down 


with fever. I wish I could have a conference with you atout 
the whole situation, 

Serious earthquakes have done much damage to various 
Central Agian cities. We also had pretty heavy movements here, 
but apparently very little damage done. 

Well, we will do the best [ can, Sunshine has to 
come after rain! 

With kindest regards to you all, T remain, Mr. Fair 
child, 

Very sincerely yours, 


FRANK N. MEYER. 


Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
January 24, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild | 
With all the writing of these last days I haven't 
sent you as yet any tidings how my past trip Bas been from an 
@ll around point of view, You received, however, I suppose, 
my itinerary report which gave a good bit of information vetween 
the lines and also my accounts which also contain some infor~ 


mation how time ami money was spent. 
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Well, as I wrote you from Kashgar on October 29, 
1910, I was going away then on October 31. And so we did. 
The British Consul, Mr. George Macartney, had asked me to 
accompany him and so we went more or less together, although 
with the many carts and horses our Caravan was composed of, 
one is on the road very rarely together, it is only at night 
sitting in s poor imn thet one enjoys the companionship of a 
white man, Well, after 6 days we arrived in Yarcend. ‘The 
road between Kashgar and Yarkend is like all roads here in 
this part of the world, Greater ani smaller oases are inter 
changed by saline, sandy, or stony deserts and such deserts 
are monotonous to an uns peakable degrees The leaves hadn't 
all come from the trees as yet and as we approached Yarkend, 
where it is warmer than in Kashgar, we found vegetation pretty 
green yet. One finds everywhere around the fields hedges of 
Oleasters and seeing them in autumn it was a shestons aight to 
behold, the bright orange-red frulte contrasting beautifully 
with the silvery foliage. There is a tremendous variation to 
be observed among these Oleasters, the chlor of the fruit 
ranges from pure white to dark brown-red, through all shades 
of the yellow and orange. ‘The sises, too, of the fruits were 
very variable, from the size of a green pea up to thet of a 
large obive and the general habitus of the bushes and trees 
is as little tied down to certain rules as if the plants are 
experimenting yet in trying to find the best way to exist in 


a@ rather unfavoreble climate, One finds trees with very erect 
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1194, 
branches, then again one with gracefully drooping ones, then 
one plant is very bushy and spiny, another makes again a big 
trank and is really tree-like, etc. I got a whole lot of 
seeds and hope to see them given a good trial in the drier 
parts of the United States, Other things one notices are the 


white popler, Populus alba, which is found here and there in 


tremendous specimens, This tree stands alkali and drought 


better than one would expect. ‘Then the Turkestan pyramidal 
poplar, Populus alba Bolleanas; this fellow one finds every~ 
where and its towering heads are a feature of the whole Purk- 


estaness landseape, Po 





lus nigre fastigiate is also very 
common, but one never sces so twch of it as the other pyramidal 


poplar, The desert poplar, Populus diversifolia, occurs also 





here and there and mostly om sandy, ssiine lands. Then elms 
are seen here and there, mostly rather amall, but sometimes ag 
real splendid specimens, These elms here seem to be able te 
also stand a remarkable amount of drought, al kali and heat, 
Yarkend, which city we extaret late in the afternoon 


of November 4, 1910, makes @ more pleasing impression than 


_Keshgar, This lest one ie dirty, full of an awful lot of poor 


people and looks somewhat shabby, Yarxend, however, is also 
overcrowded, but there is less abject poverty and it is not 

se dirty and sheabby looking. There is also much greater var- 
iety of products to be observed. We were met outside of Yarcend 


by the Chinese Magistrate, had tea and refreshments and once 
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1195. 
inside the gates we found a good inn, I spent 8 days in Yarkend, 
had to visit various Chinese dignitaries and receive their 
return visits, inspected the markets and fruit gardens, etc. 
There were some nice varieties of winter peaches and winter 
nectarines to be seen, ‘The last ones were quite red, not 
unlike small apples and although clingstones were cuite accept- 
able as a table fruit. ‘They told me these nettearines can be 
kept until Peereant when good care is taken with them. Gere 
is also an experimental garden in Yarkend sterted by the 
Chinese bute-it is in the embryo stage and anything said about 
it would be waste of paper snd ink. TI also met a Mr. Paquette 
in Yerkend, a Swedish missionary who has made Turki as is being 


spoken in Chinese Turkestan, his specialty. He is much inter 





ested in the language, but cares little for other things and 
my attempts to ast information about good fruite or about 
Seestebion in the mountains were futile. On November 6 I 
went around to various people to find a native guide who was 
acquainted with the mountain regions, my intentions being to 
go frou Yerkend in the mountains to come out in Polu to the 
South of Keria and then go to Neria ani from there over the 
Main road back to Yarxend again. well, we founda few fellows 
who seemed to know the mountain regions and we were about to 
engage horses, when Mr. Ting declared he could not accompany 
me any longer on a rough journey like that, declaring he felt 
unwell, etc, Now, I tried to find another interpreter, but 


there was nobody to be found and missionaries or the British 
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Consul, none could get me another Chinese interpreter. Well, 
I made overtures with Mr. Ting and the result was that in case 
I went by carts to Khotan, he would go with me and T had to 
give him a good amount of firewood in case the nightw were 
cold. He also didn’t understand himself very well with the 
Roseo-Turki interpreter and T had to keep the two away from 
each other, Well, I didn’t engage any native guides or horses 
but went by carts instead. All these matters had consumed 
another 3 days and after having seid goodbye to everybody left 
on November 12, 1910, ‘The weather had become very much cooler 
the last days and e few severe night frosts made the leaves 
come down in showers, but so dry the atmosphere was that they 
curled up and were driven by the wind in big heaps here and 
there and then boys and men came with baskets and collected 
them for fuel. After two days’ journey we arrived in Marghalik 
on Sanday, November 15. We received ag ® present from the 
Chinese Magistrate ducks, chickens and firewood and had to 
return another present. Thad a look around Sarghalik and 
nobiced several varieties of grapes which were exposed for 
sale, They were not in first class condition, however. Having 
+o come back, however, to collect material, I didn’t visit the 
fruit gardens which were half a day's distance from the city. 
So we left the next dey again, November 14, 1910, 

The two days, Soveuber 14 and 15, we spent in going 
through a most abominable pi ece of desert, nothing but dreary 


expanses of sand and grit. The first day we went from 7 A.M. 
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1197. 
to 1 A.M. with a rest from 4 to 6 in the afternoon. We had a 
fine moonlight night, but it was very cold and as the cold had 
come 80 very sudden we all shivered an awful lot. On the 
second day out we saw Mounts of Mphedra and of Tamarix, some 
Calligomaums, salt bushes and camel'sthorn, but on the whole 
there were awfully dreary and desolate regions, We arrived 
at 5 ?,M. in Guua, on Noverber 15 and took that night a sound 
rest. In the Oase of Gum I noticed for the first time how 
| Populus alba Bolleana is being pollarded by the natives to 
| supply poles for building purposes. the tree does not stand 
it very well, however, not as well as the ordinary white poplar 
does, which is also treated very much that same way here in 
Chinese Turkestan, I took some interesting photss of such 
pollarded specimens and hope they come out well. Y received 
presents again from the Magistrate in Guma and had to pay visits 
and Gedetre return ones, etc. These things are a missance 
to & traveller, 
On November 16 we left again. I noticed here in the 
Oage of Guma some mamarkable large specimens of Oleasters and 
in fact nowhere did I see so many planted as here. These 
hedges of this tree assist materially in keeping the sand or 
hot winds from blowing straight over the fields and then the 
wood is the ehief fuel supply and the roots do not rob the lani, 
like other trees do. From Gum to Khotan was another five days 


through small oases and big deserts and it was pitiful to notice 
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1198. 
here and there how the process of desiccation is steadily 
going on here in Chinese Turkestan, [Everywhere one saw the 
sand surely but slowly encroach upon the cultivated lands 
and here and there we passed mud ruing of former cities, In 
the various inns siong the roads we had all sorts of fire- 
wood. Sometimes it was the desert poplar, Populus diversifolia 
or Tograk as the natives call it, then again OlLeaster wod, or 
Populus alba, ov Tamarix pallassii, or willow, or am and I 
was able to notice the heating capacities of these various 
woods. Tamarix beats them all for heating powers, wut leaves 
an awful lot of ashes, full of potash, the white poplar is the 
worst for heeting properties, and the other woods stand in 
between. When Oleaster wood is thoronghiy dry it ia also a 
very good fuel, although the odor it gives off is unpleasant, 
Ephedra burns also capitally, but contains mech creosote, so 
that « badly drawing chimney causes sometimes the whole room 
to be full of a very punzent smoke. Nesr Khoten I noticed 
several hedges of the sea~buck thorn, Hippophae rhamnoides, 
which seemed to thrive well in these sandy, dry, alkaline 
regions. Strange, that this same plant is ales a very common 
wild shrub in the Dutch sand dumes alone the North Sea, and 
I also found it again in the Wu tai shan regions in North 
Shansi, We head for the greater part of this trip very peenliar 
weather, a yellowish haze hung nearly every day on the land- | 


geape and prevented one from seeing very far. In the afternoon 
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of Sunday, November 20, 1910, we approached Khotan and were 


received by the Indian Akshakal, who had been notified by 


Mr. Macartney. We found a house pat at our disposal, but-~ 
it was too cold there and after much trouble we got an inn 
where we could install ourselves very ouch better, 

We had to receive now various dignitaries who were 
introducing themselves, offered tea and sweets, etc., just 
like everywhere in this part of the world. ‘he following 
days we went visieiee the Magistrate of Khotan and others, 
saw fruit gardens, inapected bazars and grain shops and had 


conferences ebovt the country, ite products and about getting 


a good man vho knew the mountains well. ‘Then we spoke about 


the Oage of Kerfiea and going through the mountains to there. 
The Akehakal of Mhotan and others who had been there said 
that there was nothing there in particular that wasn't in 


Khotan also or in Yarkend and then I had this Chinese inter- 


preter who said he was 111 and couldn't undertake any diffi- 


cult journey and so I decided at last not to go there. It 
would have taken us 10 days to go there by way of Polu and it 


would have been 5 days back and perhaps a stop of 5 days here 


and there so that 20 days would have gone with it and all 


through « hopelessly dry country, with utterjy no vegetat ion 
in the mountains so what results would I have obtained for 
all the outlay of time and funds, Well, then I decided to go 
from Shotan through the mountains to Karghalik in case we | 
found & tiitable native guide, We got such « man, Da tad is 
his name, who also served Mr. Eleworth Auntington, Dr. Stein 
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and other foreign explorers and on November 27 we left with 
& caravan of cight horses. We went over Nusi, Langru, Poponah, 
Padskya, Duya, Pushki, sandju, Sullras, IsmpSelah, Bas-Lengar, 
Khasan-Dagra, Burye~Lyahg, Bis~Ariek, Karawag until we landed 
in the afternoon of Saturday, December 10, 1910, in Karghalik 
agains 

Well, the cold and discomforts we had to put up 
with, ani the troubles with men and a4ndmels are of too recent 
a date to give me any pleasure to describe. In several places 
our tea was frozen a faw hours after i% was taken from the 
fire and we slept in such places with all our clothes on and 
sheebskin stockings om besides. And food, too, was often 
sGarce or of very inferior quality. Well, these sre incidents, 
con-comitant with exploration work in out-of-the-way regions. 
We also had very unpleasant weather for part of the trip. A 
dense, dry, cold fog covered the country for many days and we 
didn’t see the sun for a period of & solid days, I collected 
many varieties of wheat and barley, about which we are nego- 
tiating now to send them off; the cuttings of fruit trees and 
of s oeiiihaeil things you probably have received alweady or they 
are coming ina dey or tw, But thé mountains upon which If 
had set my fond hopes were 60 appallingly barren, so disgust- 
ingly desolate, s9 abominably ‘ary that one sadly turned his 
eyes away from them and drew pictures in one's mind of what 
thia whole planet of ours is going te be several millions of 


years hence and all one could do wes to mutter, “Why?” 
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We stayed in Karghalik two days, collecting seeds 
and cuttings and left again on December 15, 1710; tw days 
later we were in Yarkend. Here we had the necessary official 
visits to pay again and to receive people, etc., and we 
eollected in the meantime cuttings and seeds. I also sent 
from here about 500 catties of collected material and arranged 
with the Axshakel in getting for me 7 varieties of rices which 
are grown within a radius of several potais from Yarkend (1 
potale is about 3 1/3 miles) / They had been promising us 
these rices for the last 3 days and although T had payed 
moned in advance, the things hadn't shown up yet so we left 
4 on December 19 without them. Then we went to Yengi-hissar 

where we arrived 3 days later, vise, on December 22. The 
F next day we went away again taking the small road to Upal, 
where we got at 7 ?.i. on Christmas Day. We had lost some- 
| what count of the days and didn't know it was Christmas 
until I made notes that evening. Well, we had had such 
bad weather those last days that we paid little attention 
to time. Every day a leaden sky with snowfall at night and 
miserable cold places to spend the night and men and horses 
“not always in the best of physical condition, And then that 
even lasting desert! Ail was covered with snow now and the: 
sky a dull gray and nothing, absolutely nothing to be seen. 

On December 24 toward evening we had come in sight 
already of beautiful snowcovered mountains of bold outlines 
and on December 25 we came still nearer, but it was not until 


December 27 that we were at last in them. In Upal already 
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branches were shown me of the “Karagai™ (Picea Schrenkiana) 
but Upal is a good day’s ride away from the places where the 
trees actually grow. However, I will first tell you how I 
came to know about thet locality. ‘The first time was when 
Mr. Ting told me in Tashkent that the Swedish missionaries 
in Kashgar went in summer up to the mountains 3 days away 
from the city and when it wes very hot in Meashgar it was cool 
and nice there, also that many trees grew there. Then in 

_ ‘Kashgar I heard from lire, Macartney ani the missionaries that 
it was a nice region they went to in summer and was called 
"Pus tan Terex” meaning the garden of poplars. Well, now I 
thought, if there are trees in the mountains only three days 
away from Kashgar, they surely must be in other places, too; 
but in that I was mistaken, as you have seen. However, I 
asked everywhere on ‘the road §f there were trees in the moun 


tains and always heard no and then f fell in sheer despair 


| 
| 


back upon that Pustan ‘erek where foreigners spent some time 
in summer, I knew one could reach it from Yengi~hissar as 
Well as from Kashgar and that is the reason I turned away from 
the main road on December 23 and went up to Upal over Shagran- 
bazar and Sash-malah, where you gew I had arrived on Christmas 
evening. On Devember 26 T collected cuttings, arranged for 
fresh horses, found a men who knew the mountains and took it 
somewhat easy that day, having found the first good room since 


I had left Andishan on Sctober 6, 1910. On December 27 we left 
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rather late through delays of the horsemen; the raseale knew 
we wanted to reach the Kirghiz cemp before night, I mean the 
encampment of the Xirghiz in the Pustan Terek, and yet they 
acted with true Mohammedan laziness and slovenness as if the 
‘Sun would never sink thet day and what wes the result? By 
sundown we were still in the desert, right at the foot of the 
iat etan and no ensampment in sight. I had told the horse» 
men before, through my interpreters, that in case the Great 
Bear should become visible and no Kirghiz camp should be in 
eight we would spend the night amidst the snows of the desert. 
Well, the sum had set and althouwsh we could see the dark patches 
of the Thian Shan spruce among the roexy and snow wastes of 
the mountain range before us, no trace of any canp ms visible. 
T then ordered halt, we unloaded four horses and on the other 
two I sent the two guides out in different directions. We 
eollected Rphedra, Calligumum, desert Clematis, Tamarix, and 
other branches and goon had a roaring fire going, melting the 
snowall around nae “Then we collected snow, jammed it down in 
the tea kettle and soon had the water golling, and T tell you, 


Mr, Fairchild, that although the tea tasted ofter creostte from 


the firewood we were using, you never had e cap of tea taste 


better, than that brew we had that cold, star-lit night. An 
dey wind blew down from the mountains and we made a barricade 


from brush to keep that wind off somewhat and we were just 


4ntending to unmroll our bede when one of the horsemen turned 


his head and said he heard horse hoofs. My German interpreter 
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| and I didn't hear it until considerably later and then we Say 
3 by the fantastic leaping flames of our campfire one of our 
guides coming and a Kirghiz with fresh horses. ‘The baggage 
wes soon tied up again, we mounted fresh horses and after a 
| wild ride through the cold, clesr night we were at about 
11 P.M, in the Kirghis camp. The hospitable reople had made 
@® good fire for us, head fresh ten bolling and soon we had 
forgotten the troubles of the day. My gud@e from Khotan had 
in the meantime secured « niece of mutton iii at 1 AsM, we 
had a ga0day bowl of steaming soup and so ended that memorable 
day. 
| ; On December 28 I got a Kirghiz guide and explored 
the poustniue for that whole day. We went through the groves 
| _ of Picea Schrenkiana, saw the junipers, the Sorbus thianshanica, 
Berberis sp., Caragana BPes Lonicera sp., Nitraria Schoberi, 
| Salix caprea, Bphedra, Clematis, Populus laurifolia? and various 
| other things. ‘The weather was fine and the air bracing and yet 
not too eold. This Pustan Terk region is a thermal belt and» 
| compares more favorably with the Manitou region, Colorado, 
| _ than anything I ever came across. The next day we went out 
| again and collected some more material. I noted that the 
Southern slopes of the mountains are nearly always bereaved 
of any arboreal vegetation and sometimes even no vemeiehton 
at all, while the northern slopes nave spruces and large shrub- 
bery growing on them. Ye slso obtained from the Kirghiz one 


cack of a very superior wariety of hull-lese barley and a 
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sack of weeds and refuse, among which seeds of a ye}low 
alfalfa were to ba found, I wonder what specie of Medicago 
this is going to be; $s grove as a week between wheat and 
seems to be annual, although we couldn't get much informtion 
about thia subject. | 

Daring the night of December 2930 a very heavy 
snowfall had come down and as mountain climbing was out of 
the question, I decided to return to Sashgar and so we did 
and after having ptaged one night again ot Upal and one night 
et Tugutchak a entered @aeshger on Mew Years Day, 1911, between 
land 2P.M. And herewith is this letter terminated. 

Trusting you are able to work your way through all 
this scrabble, I remain with best of regards also to all in 
the office, 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK Ni. MEYER. 


P.S.e I cannot refrain from reporting to you that the 
Chinese officials have treated me everywhere with the createst 
of courtesies and that in case my journey should be ended 

Sa ktle te Chinese territory, I wish you would be on kind 

and tender our sincere thanks to the Chinese Government, 
through the proper channele, of course. I soon hope to be 
able to write what route I will teke, J cannot qui te und er 
stend that delay about not getting a telegram from the ivan’ 
General in Tashkent! 

| FNM. 
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Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
; | Jamary 25, 1911. 
Teer Mr. Bisset; 
Six letters of yours have come into my possession 
these last days, 3 are dsted Auguat 5, 1910, one August 19, 
1910, one August 29, 1910, and one September 15, 1910, I°11 
herewith anawer them in detail. I see Professor Piper's 
request regerding imormation about supplies and ruling 
prices of forage crop seeds and will try to atterid to this 
in the future, although it is a very hard job to collect 
reliable information in cowrtries like I am moving in now. 
I notice, too, that the seeds and herbarium mterial 
I sent from Baku have been received 5.x. 
And the accounts received aleo (those for the quarter 
| ending June 30, 1910). And I mes glad to see that IT could 
| retain the balance witil further instructed, This matter has 
| becn satisfactorily settled since, as you may be aware of. 
7 In the letter of August 19, 1910, I see your request 
for @® lot of wittings of the Aspen tree for the experiments 
) of the Diasond Yatoh Company at Ghico. Yell, TI haven*t come 
. across these trees here. They grow best im the far North. 


Thad a talk with Mr. John Tortquist, a Swedish missionary 









here, about that matter and he said thet the Swedish trees 
were the beat. The Swedish name for that poplar is Asp and 

| te the real Populus treme, I suggest to you to have a talk 
with Mr. Pairchild in regard to this and see whether you 
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can't get a fow hundred cuttings from Swedish nurserymen and 


from the Botanical Gardens in Stockholm and Upsola. 

Letter of August 29, 1910, about the wonderful 
fruite from Turkestan and the chartering of an aeroplane 
to bring them home, etc. Is it really a fact that you got 
many letters from people wanting them? This is a silly world 
at times? 

About certain character! sties of native born Cali- 
forniang and of a certain element in Russian Turkestan having 
also such traits, wall, we will go into that subject when [I 
am back again, 

I hope you have compared since long the two yellow 
roses and whet is your opinion about these matters? Which is 
the real R. xanthine and which the 1. “pinosissima? 

Letter of 1910, Yes, many thanks for 


September 23 





s 
your sympathy in the troubles I have had and am still in, re 
the finding of suitable men in my work. That is one of the 
greatest of all difficulties in these out~of~the-way lands 


and sad to say these matters are coincident with exploration 


work, es I am doing it. 


tt pleases me very much to see that Vessrs. Fairchild 
and Dorsett are pleased with the prospects of the Chinese date, 
I hope these fruits wili turn out to be an acquisition for arid 
and semi-arid climes, Have you ever seen those large preserved 
ones that I sent in a few years ago? Have a look at them, 


please, In China they are a real luxury and cost about 16 cents 
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(American currency) a pound, In America they will feteh 30 
or 40 cents a pound. I wonder whether Mr, Mason's susgestion 
can be carried out, re using the native Loto of Texas as a 
stock, Please let me hear about results of such experiments. 
About the Te=mo-pan, has it fruited already outside that 
place in North Carolina? 

Well, that is about all. ‘Sest regerds to everybody. 

Yours sincerely, 


PRANK N, HEYSR. 


Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
January 27, 1911. 

Dear kx. Dorsett: ~ 

A few days ago I came into possession of your 
appreciated letter of December 14, 1910. Yess I was surprised 
mot to have heard from you before; you might have droped me a 
post card from Chico or some other place. 

I am very much pleased to see the cuttings Nos. 791 
to 800 arrived in such good condition. I hope to hear the 

| same from the last lot I sent off from here. 


I also raceived @ letters from you which had been 





. shipped back and forward, ‘hey are dated February 3, 1910, 
and February 8, 1910. J see first how # shipment has errived 


ae and also the sad information of my bulletin not having gone 
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to the printer. I have written Mr. Meirchild about thie matter 
and expect an answer in a couple of months. 

In your letter of Pebruary 8, 1910, I notice how 
cuttings and seeds sent from the Crimea had arrived, also that 
Nos. 1216a, etc. had no inventory cards covering them [- 
euppose, however, that they have since turned up, otherwise 
I would have heard from yous I enclose the slip, however, 
from Wise Austin for reference, 

Well, matters have come to 4 head with me here now, 
The permission I asked telegraphically to return to Russian 
Purkestan by way of a very Little used romd, along which I 
knew various wild fruits occurred, has not been granted, but 
I am allowed to return the same way I camo, viz., vias Osh; 
well, that would have beer a solid loss of half a month and 
even then, having come in Tashkent, they might not give me 
the permission to explore the Pskeme, Gehotknl end Able toune 
velleys, 99 I have decided to go from here to Muldja across 
the Pussart-or Ice pass. I do not know how ali things will 
go yet, but we hope for the best. | 
Well, wishing you good health and success, [ am 

Yours sincerely, 


WHANK NR, MOTERs 
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Kashgar, Sadiaies Turkestan, 
February 3, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Yesterday I shipped by Russian Parcel Post 9 packages 
to our Consul in 3%. Petersburg and am requesting him to 
forward them to you, The contents of these parcels are many 
and varied. The following numbers of seeds are amone this 


lot: 1468a, 14998, 1509a, 15108, 1517a, 151l6a-1545a, 1547a~ 


(1570a, 158la and 1582n. 


The samplea are: roasted apricot kernels, ordinary 
apricot kernels, dried peaches, raisin 4 kinds, Phaseolus rad- 
iatus semina nigra, Phaseolus radiatus semina vividis, ca Mais, 
5 wooden cups, mulberry bark (raw), mulberry bark (treated), 
mulberry bark poper, Let quality, mulberry bark paper, 2nd 
quality, String made from Apooynum fibre, red desert loes for 
Mr. Ed, ¢. Free, 2 geological curiosity, wood of the burly greined 
variety of white poplar for Mr. &. YW. Kirkpatrics, MeKinney, 
fexes,, Cloth 4f a mulberry paper mmking frame, potash mused in 
making mulberry paver, 

Entomological material; Seales on Salix ap+, Seales 


gustifolia, lady beetles om a poplar, old coccoons 





Pathological material; Swellings on branches of 
opulus prunosa? Fungi for Dr. We As Murrill, New York Botanical 


Garden, who makes a special study of fungi. RPangus on Populus 
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alba Bolleana, Fungus on old willow trees, peculiar white fwmgus 
on a willow tree, a puff ball from the desert, a ground fungus 
trom the desert. 

Herbarium materials: Picea Schrenkiana cones. 
Apocynum venetum, 1 stem with fruits. Aliium sativum, bulbs. 
Also one package of tubercles on roots of Eleagnus angustifolia 
for Prof. Kellerman of sur Department who is working upon tutte 
things. 

Among the seeds there are many of special interest. 
The Medicago No. 1509 is an example; the fibre plant Apocynum 
venetum, No. 1517a and 1518a, may be shown Br. Dewey. Of melons 
and watermelons there are quite a host, Nos. 1519, a watermelon 
keeping until May and No. 1524a a most extraordinary winter 
m@lon are taken tren among this lot as deserving special mention. 
These melons ought under no consideration to be planted on the 
Arlington Farm. The climate won't sult them. ‘The Vest will 
claim them, especially the Southern Rocky Mountain regions, 
California, Arizona and perhaps a few may be tested in Southern 
Texas. The walnuts No. 1535a are very large and ought to be 
treated with care. The almond, 1536a, is apparently a very 
primitive type and may turn out hardier than the southern 
Ruropean strains. Of the apricot iesanke 1537a some might 
go to Ames and some to Ottawa, some trees will appear among 
them that will prove to be very hardy. It is the same with 
the dried netbapines 1540a and 15<la, Of the plums I wish as 
Sea that you send a few to Prof. U. P. Hedrick at the New 


York Experiment Station, Geneva, who is writing & monograph 
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on the Genus Prumus. Of the ash seeds Nos, 155la and 1552a, 
I would like to see Professor Sargent also supplied with a 
few, also of the Caraganas, Nos. 1555a and 1556a. 

The Asparagus No. 1560a will, of course, interest 
Mr. Norton, but some seeds should alsp be sent to Chico. The 
Camels thorn, No. 1563a, may draw attention from those inter- 
ested in desert problems, Many more are the remarks and 
suggestions I could make about these seeds, but my notes 
will give additional information and further T have to leave 
it over to those interested in these different things, 

Of the samples I would like to see Vr. Hussmann’s 
opinion asked about the raisins, and bie. faylor's about the 
apricot kernels. Wr. Dewey will no doubt take interest in 
the fibre of Apocynum venetum and who is our paper expert? 
Those 3 wooden cups may come in handy to keep pins or clippers 
in. That sample of desert soil is for Fr. Free, who asked us 
especially about such things. ‘he entomological material 
will, of course, be appropriated by those interested in it 
and so will the other material. any time, of course, some- 
body gives his opinion about coliected stuff, be it favorable 
or otherwise, I should like to hear some of it. 

I am enclosing inventory notes for the seeds and 
information notes for the unnumbered material. Also 14 small 
cards with the Turki characters written on them, from some 


of these introductions. You will perceive from this how little 
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Chinese there is about this land. Iam preparing a large 
shipment of wheats, barleys and rices and notwithstanding 
the very great difficulties one experiences here in shipping 
this, we hope to get it off. (N.B. It is not permitted to 
export rice from here.) Wooden cases are unobtainable. We 
have taken Kerosine tins. Well, later on more about these 
various matters. 

Trusting all this eforesaid material may reach you 
in good state, I remain, with best of greetings, also to all 
in the office, 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK WN. MEYER. . 


Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
_ Pebruary 6, 1911. 

Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Herewith I am sending by Russian farcel Post to the 
American Consul in St. Petersburg, 2 packages containing cut- 
tings, scions and budwood of various fruit trees, altogether 
24 mumbers (907-930 inclusive}. There are many apricots among 
them and I suggest to bud or graft only 6 or 10 of each variety 
and to grow them until they have fruited for a few years before 


distributing them, And the same with the peaches and nectarines, 
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Fruits in general are nothing extraordinary here and 
one has to take the people at faith and Oriental ideas about — 
truthfulness differ considerably from ours. 

There are a few numbers among this lot to which I 
wish to direct your special ettention. They are No. 922, an 
apricot anid to be flat like a saucer peach (Peen-to)}. whether 
it really turns out to be so remeins to be seen. The fig, No. 
925, is quite a different sort from those ordinarily seen in 
America and deserves attention as a fruit for the home garden 
in such sections of the United States where the summers are 
hot enough to ripen the fruit, but where the winter's cold 
kills the wood back either partly or to the ground. No. 926, 
Pirus sinensis, is said to be a very fine variety in this sec- 
tion of the world and No. 950, a peach, is said to grow wonder- 
fully large, “e are working hard with the customs house here 
in getting over 1200 pounds of seeds off. Many formalities 
and Many expenses connected with it. 

Well, if the bank here will accept everything, then 
it is O.K. Otherwise, we have to turn to unreliable Vohammedan 
shipping it 

Well, later on more. I enclose herewith the inventory 
ecards covering the aforesaid shipment. I remain 

Yours pespectfully, 
FRANK WN. MEYER. 
PeSe I am getting short of white letterheaded paper. There~ 
fore I use the yellow ones. You don't mind do you? 


Pe He Me 





daa oneA, Ca ha 





1g 838 sel ete yad?,, \.todtonseadatoege: seaehdat r 





todFods +4  Otneed) dogeq seodag. BoA delved ves -btae t 
















‘of «3tt ea? meee of ot amtamon ca of of 0 Seishnnell 
ai 1908 ql ltant oxo ovodt mott dao | P0016 A “oF ap at 888 
febtay ened odd 2a? thot? «ee nobinotts Beviseeds Se pei: 
Om eiomive oft stedw sesate betial edd to sli A A re q 


Sloo a’tetaly edd evadw sted gtiort edt noghs ot dayone § fod 
,98@ og 


S 
aa 


-Seproty edd ot te Yldusg t8edtte woad boow ort e1sts 7 . 


~ose aldt af Welter enti yrev 2 ed ot biae ek sGlemonte ewslt 
~tohnew wor ot Slee af ,doseq s ,0&@ .oi baa brow edt to aot : 3 
sted saved amoteso edt Atiw brad pitsizew ote ot —eatal eet 4 
setthi onset, yagi «te ebese to ebaveq OOSL teve galtte, ab ny 


“tt tte otoenteo aeensqxe yan baa 





nedt antdryrovs tqsooe Lliw eted tnad edt 22! jitter" at Fas ae a; 
sabenmas{ gM oldatlorus as awd ot s¥ad on dordwto Ato D.0 ona 






alam ama Saute TeeT. «timp :. 

Victnevnt ed? déiveted sredeae. aki tom Me. sees staan sets, “a 
Atewen tomes Bticotcte Sit ikPorséebied® 

“eo Litteeqeen aniey & Ae hat Jot “posing ry ta aM 7 | 

LA ROAR 276% dhe Yow # sag: mort, rome ot, os 

“S19 stoueq bedasitietiel othite 20 troy wttedon: mi 
$u0y% ob beim # aob or delaae 


cat ¥ pahrniy, 
é * #4 fees) 


ole of 


1215. 
Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan. 
February 7, 1911. 
Dear Fr. Pairchild: 

This morning we got through with the customs house 
formalities and with the soldering, sewing in felt, sealing, 
etc., of 8 large tins with seeds and 1 wooden case of herbarium 
material and the Russo Asiatic Bank here has consented to for 
faye this shipment from here to Andishan where the Agency of 
this Bank will forward the things farther on to the Nord 
Deutscher Lloyd in Sabie, I feel much relieved now for it 
had looked a few times as if things couldn't go. How as to 
the contents of these 9 cases, The seeds are numbered 147la~ 
1487a, 1489a-1498a, 1500-1508a, l5llagl5léa, 1546a, 157la- 
1580a, inclusive. 

The herbarium materisl] comprises of 12 packages, viz., 
Zygophyllum sp., Acer sp. (Seeds sent under Ho. 14458), a 
Labiatae, Statice sp. (Seeds sent under lo. 1466a), Tamarix sp., 
® Graminae, Populus diversifolia {cuttings sent under No. 879), 
frigonella foenum-graecum’ (7), Picea Schrenkiana, Alhagi cemelorun, 
{seeds sent under No. 1563a), Prhagmitis (7), Lolium (seeds under 
1565a). 

In this wooden case there are also a few books, viz., 
Bulletins of Plant Introductions Nos. 1-50 inclusive with No. 


47 missing. 1 copy Dr. Sven Hefiin's Heisen in Central Asien, 


| 1 copy Eine Excnmsion in Nordostlichen Teile Transkankasiens, 


ws 
b 
> 


yon Dr. i. H. Schmidt. 2 vols. Ghormaia Buchara, B. I. Lipsy, 


Vole II and Vol. III. (Vol. I not obtained. ) 
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1216. 
Now as to the dispostion of all these things. The 


wheats will fall probably into Mr. Carleton's hands. ‘They 


eught to be tested mainly under irrigetion in deserts. ‘The 


barleys will interest Mr, verr; the naked barleya, Nos. 1486a 
and 14872, are beauties in their sort and ought to be given 
special consideration. The cowpea, No. 14938, is a rare 
variety; who is our specialist now on this group? And all 

these Pisums will delight Mr. Vinall, who had asked you to 

tell me to be on the leokout for these fellows. On the Medi-~ 
oagos I haven't to say much. They will find their appropristors. 
That the young sprouts can be eaten evey by us as a spring 
vegetable will mo doubt interest many people. “he British 
Consul here usea them that way! See note 1507s. 

And about linseed of] used as a eulinary oil, Ho. 
1412a and l5l3a, did you know that? I didn’t! And strange to 
gay, it ien*t a bad ofl] I know females will shiver at the 
mentioning of oil, I nover found out why, but to us hardy chaps 
it does not matter much whether it is fine imported Lucca olive 
oil or hemp seed or linseed oil as long as it tastes well and 
has no unpleasant after effects, The Oleaster seeds, No. 1546a, 
ought to be sown out for « great part in Chico, for another 
part in San Antonio and possibly gome in Yuta and whet remains | 
to be distributed to some settlers in desert regions who have 
facilities and espacities for the propagation of these seeds. 


You may see from my remarks on that inventory note that it is 
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1217. 
a very useful thing, indeed. In fact} when you asked me 
candidly what I tusht to be my most valuable introductions 
from Chinese Turcestan I would say the hull+less barleys and 
this Oleaster. 

The rices, Nos. 157le-1580a inclusive, are well — 
worth testing in those Nestern sections of the United sakes, 
where water is available in plenty. Mr. Chambliss will take 
them up, I hope. ‘There are masses of weed seeds in some of 
these introductions, but it was beyond my powers to get them 
out. We spent many days upon the wild Nedicago from Pustan 
ferek, No. 1509a, and yet couldn't finish it all. No. 1510a, 
a Trigonella, this fellow too cost us 1/2 day's labor to pick 
the seeds out from a few bushels of bed wheat. It may be, 
however, that some of these weed seeds are of interest td our 
botanical collections or even as possible plants of economic 
importance? 

Many of the seeds are apparently not one strain, but 
you know there is mighty little selection practiced in these 

regions here and one has to take things as one can get them. 
fo come back upon a number, send a few days ago by parcel post, 
Wo. 1564a, Iris sp. I saw one of your bulletins of Plant 
Introductions thet a Mr. Ae Cs Johnston, called on you, inter- 
ested especially in Iris and living at Sen Rafael Hanch, 

' Garvensa, Californias Well, couldn't you send him some seeds 
of this No. with a copy of the inventory note added, of course. 


Yam also in receipt of a letter from Mr. Peter Bisset, dated 


et. Ae r % t'V eis aa eon Were yy 
. Mee *) ’ a te 1% ‘a fee aN F a 
1% 2 ae: i 
Y . plgtah > i ue St 






















ert’ Sipiine we ator {oar at bee sitt! senbap oe. 
gue fioubextal eldaviey teom ve ‘et ot + vive 1 tat 


A> ‘See 


Vad BS 





i fire WE “ot on ib cate ag By 


nian ‘ote ovtestont 8088 Lael V8.L" ae eabheré epi de z a 


ay re 


eosaee bet ia’ off to anotesen retest one ta ee 


16 onda at ebeee boow to eéenad bra ete © Legal” er ae a 


dé i iy : : 


Medd tog eo atowed ys beroyod ese 2! tod snot tomb | 
es) bis Sa 
& 


ial, 
ter 





“a 
aatest mort tocotbelt bie eatt soqe eye wast ‘hii Sa 


d is J 


S0L8L OH Ele $4 dotahy $18 Loco: ie dy a shaper . 


* 
Ae 






ie ee 


of Yan i tee de hed “te efeseod xe’ aot bey 


; vee 
tre ¢¢ deeidnt Io ets sheee heew eas ay “to “eno tote er9v0Wot oe 


4 
‘otmoaese te educate sidtesed te neve x6 “enttoosiice taouaiitg 
Arig 





i et dnd ye ay /_ ac 
ey Wiows’ } “TE te ieee a - at 


a 
Mel 


* dard “ ftarite mic tom phdneteqys ola’ bbe’ eld 6) va te 


60d "HE best tom: ndhtos ios sneere ales en ei Wo 


tisit te eatdet fod ty ‘te ws woo Fd goer — i 
“todut soe ne cla otinte i oe e tot inst 


ood Ye ~bedha ed or rein 


boted dean sober wn actt 4 





1216. 

August 8, 1910, in which he tals me that Professor Piper 
has requested our office to ask me, if possible, to secure 
data regarding the supply and the ruling prices of forage 
crop seeds of which I am sending samples from time to time. 
Well, that i8 @ very hard proposition out here. The people 
lie awfully all the times there is no regular demind for 
forage crop seeds, as it is all strictly local business, 
this buying and seelling of such seeds and thirdly, they 
try to get as much as they can, there are no standard prices 
here. If Professor Piper will be so kind and draw up a list 
of things he wants prices of, please let him do so, then I 
will try ba uek gome Kind of an ddea about it; about supplies 
however, I cannot go in for that. Even in civilized lande 
that is a heard job, but in Asia it simply does not go at all. 
There is very little exported from here in the line of seeds 
ag the transporations charges are rather prehibitive. A 
pack horse carrying & poodssof weight, costs from 12 to 18 
roubles from here to Qshy; let us say one has gevernl hundreds 
of poods of seeds and thet one gets it carried for 1 rouble 
per pood, even that is a rather stif? addition, for then it 
has to go from Osp by carte or by camels to Andishan which 
adds at least 10 kopecks per pood, and before it reaches Tashkent 
it has cost still more, therefore there is very little exported 
im normal years. 

And now the herbarium mterial. I cut the sheets 


12 x17 so Mr. Wight will be satisfied. Before this material 
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1219. 
gets stowed away, could not you have a look at the beautiful 
Statice sp. from the salty desert near Kostakos and alm at 
the fine Tamarix from the same place? Of the Picea a Slates 
kiana mterial I would like to see Prof. Sargent supplied with 
some, both cones and branches. It comes from probably the 
moat southerly spot it has ever been collected. The root of 
the camels thorn is also an interesting ovject for those in- 
terested in desert reclamation. Those few grasses will 
interest Mr. Hi tcheock. In case anybody makes some remarks 
or has some special wishes, I will be gled to receive them. 


Did you ever see the leaves of the desert poplar, 


Populus diversifoliag Well, the most remarkable variability 
| of these leaves ought to interest every mortal. ‘The plant 
does not seem to know which type of leaf will suit its environ 
ments beat, I think it will decide in the future on the long, 
slender leaves lixe the Hucalyptus did, tens of thousands of 
years ago, although its young leaves still show whet hig 
primeval forefather looked before Australia got to be so dry. 
The books follow nest. f wish you would be so kind 
and store the Bulletins of Plant Introductions for me soue where 
ina safe place. They get to be too heavy to carry around all 
the time and I studied them ali through. The other books you 
may dispose of as you see fit best. Please have a look at the 


fine pictures in Prof. Lipsky's book. The “Mountains of Bokhara." 


| 
| 


He gave those 2 volumes to me in St. Petersburg. the third 


volume I could not obtain then. Perhaps later on. 
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1220. 

I am shipping all these things now to Schuts and 
Zimmerman, Agents, North German Lloyd, Batoum, and am reuuest~ 
ing our Consul, Mr. Alex. Heingartner, to pay charges and 
arrange for reforwarding to Washington. In case this shipment 
arrives 0. could you perhaps express your thancs to Mr. 
Heingartuer for all the troubles he has taken for us, through 
Mir. Carr, ox the one who ig his chief. I am also asking him 
to repack the case with blotter books you had sent me and make 
parcel post packages of it and send them to me in Chuguteéhak, 
Mongolia. It was a mistake to send them the way they were. 
They first went ot Genoa, there they were unloaded and custons 
charges peid on them, then the process was repeated in Bat oum 
and they have cost me already 12,03 roubles and now they have 
to be forwarded thet way to me. 

Well, that is then all for the present. I am enclos~ 
ing inventory notes for this aforementioned shipment end hope 
things will weach you 2 or 3 months hence in good shape. 

Also enclosed 10 emall yellow ships, with the furict 
sine of the varieties of rices on them. Noe 157la-1560a. 

I remain 

Yours respectfully, 
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L221. 
Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
Yebruary 8, 1811, 
Dear Mr. Pairchild; 

Yesterday I was promised for sure that the contract 
for sending the seeds from here to Andishan would have ade 
made in order thie morning, but now it is evening already 
ani though we went twice up to see if that Sert who will take 
our things to Andishan hadn't come yet, he didn't come until 
efter banking hours and now we hope to do things tomorrow. 
Time has little value out here. And in fact, in Russia it 
is more or leas the same end this similarity of ideas about 


such a precious article ae time is perhaps one of the reasons 


that the Russians get along so well with Orientals. 


Well, there are many items I huve to mention again. 
lst. I enclose herewith 4 photos, maumbered 612, 613, 624 and 
615 with their films, I hope it will help ts show those who 


dalus communi s ana A. spinosissima under the name 





Ae nans in Bulletin of Foreign Plant Introduction No. 51 thet 
there really ia some difference in habits and looks, But, of 
course, the herbarium miterial will absolutely show it. (This 
material was received!) 

fhen in connection with the aweet apricot cernels, 
I have been sonding, I see in Ir. Aarohnson’s Bulletén on 
Palestine that these things are there aleo a common article 
of food (Page 17, line 24). You may also remember that on 


Ootober 28, 1909, you sent me a letter with an enclosed copy 
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of a Mr, Hans Skhul2' letter dated Bremen, Germany, September 29, 
1909, to Secretary Wilson about such apricot kernels. Well, 
do you think it advisable to inform this Mr. hehehe thr ough 
the Secretary that we are introducing these things he mentions? 
That will give him, no doubt, satisfection and he may suegest 
some more things. What is Mr. Taylor's opinton about these — 
kernels? Please let me hear it. 

Then, I heve been sending some of my last parcels 
with cuttings in an of1 paper, that we made ourselves as cur 
supply has rumn out and no more obtainable here. Could you 
perhaps inform me how it has carried? (Some of the Nos. 907+ 


930 were packed in it and it was tied around the large bundles. ) 


We used a mixture of linseed of] and stesrine {from candles? 


and applied it warm and dried then with application of sentle 
heat (near a firebrick-lined Russian stove). 

fhen I have been sending you severnl samples of — 
plums and prunes these last months and I always requested to 
send some to Prof. U. %. Hedrick, New York Experiment Station, 
Geneva; well, has Prof, Redrick ever acknowledged them and was 
there anything unusual among the materisl sent? 

I am getting short of inventory note books and have 
only a few left; now I would like to receive some, bute«-in 
@ase exploration work won't be continued after June 30, 1910. 
I shall not need them. [f, however, it does, then I would 
like to receive one or two dozen, sent by parcel post to me 


c/o the American Consul, St. Petersburg, Russia, I would like 
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to have thet sort that has only 1 thin sheet of paper between 


2 heavy ones, for I have to write on the heavy sheet, the thin 


one has to be between ani for your own inventory card cases 


it is also much nicer to have heavy sheets, a3 Miss Austin 
may inform youe I spoke to Mr. Young about it 2 years ago 
and he had some of such books made; unfortunately I only took 
the old ones with me which I got in 1905, Please see Mr. 
Young about this matter. These old books have alternately 1 
heavy and 1 thin sheet so one has to tear out every time a 
thin sheet and throw it away; with all the baggage one has to 
carry, that means many unmecessary sheets of useless paper. 

Then, I got a letter from Mr. C. J. Burtelsen, 
head gardener of the St. Petersburg Botanical Sardens, that he 
obtained your promise of sending him some hardy sugar cane, 
but--the cuttings themselves haven't arrived ag yet. Could 
you please look into thie matter. ir, Bartelsen wote me 
also that the spineless Opuntias are @erywhere doing very well. 

I wrote you, I believe, ina former letter that the 
Magistrate of Yarkend, i'r. Wang Chu Ting, has the intentions 
to visit Washington in the course of a Near or two. He will 
also call on yous He treated me very nice and I hope you wy 
be able to receive him also ina similar way. 

I wish I could fly over to Topham'’s trunk store for 
a few mimtes. Wy baggege has been badly ruined, on this last 
trip by packhorses from Mhotan, through the mountains to here. 
esi of the horses fell down a few times and crash} went the 


baggage. My personal suitcase in which I carry papers and 
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valuables got badly crushed ani one cannot get anything here 
in this line. 

Could you tell me, perhaps, whether Mr. Cook was 
very successful in his finds and discoveries in Palestine? 

I got a letter from Mr, MacGregor that Wilson was 
again in Yestern China and while in Chengtu se big stone or 
boulder fell on his leg and he has been laid up for some time. 
He was improving, however, I wonder for what special things 
Wilegon is hunting this time. Are those wild peaches and 
sherries you bought from him turning out very unusual? 

Conld you perhaps be so Kind and write me the names 
and addresses of American Consular Agents from Moscow down to 
Wladivostock along the Trans Siberian R.R. It may be I need 
their assistance in holding mail for me or ship things through 
them. 

IT am in sneate of 3 pleces of mail from yous 2 
post cards, dated November 23 and December 20, 1910, and 
Bulletin of F.P.I., No. 562. I see you are introducing many 
tobaccos lately. That lassifbora edulis must be a winner, 
if profite run from ~100 to G300 per acre per year. My, I 
would be tempted to start a Little plantation of it in 
Southern California. I see you pieanaaule pear seeds from 
Ky, EB. C, Parker in Yukden, well, how many bushels did you 
get? And Kr, Jose D. Husbands going to take moss to the 
Cordillerag and let seeds from the Lingé tree drop in it! 


Good Lord, what next! I hope he will take a spring mttreas 
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1225, 
too with him so that monkeys or sloths may drop softly also. 
What kind of tree is that Linge tree. I hope not a lynch 
treet And ur. forrest returning to Sngland! Rather a bad 
thing to do for a good collector! It interests me very mech 
to see that Mr. Parker in Bukden had so much success wi th 
his American corn experiments, That may mean that the au 
liang crop of Manchuria my be replaced by a corn crop! 
the consequences thereof my be far-reaching! 

And now wo come to my plens for further exploration 
works I wrote you about 10 deys ago that I was refused per- 
mise ion to use the little used road from @shgar to Andishan 
via Karinsk, but they would allow nie to go by the main road 
again. Well, as I had been by thot road and ag there wouldn't 
be anything new to collect for me, I decided not to go. The 
more a8 I would have to have & conference with the high mthor- 
ities in Tashkent about being allowed to do any more explora- 
tion work in Russian Purkestan as my permit hag expired and 
the chances were thet I would have had to apply to our 
Dobassador in St. Petersburg, etc., with all the delays and 
troubles connected. And in the meantime Sprinc would be on 
me and collecting of cuttings would be out of the question 
ANYWAY» tT had some Long talxs with my Russo~?urki interpreter 
and the result was, he would mot return to Teshkent, but is 
going to accompany me farther North. Go then I decided to 
go by pack horses from here along the foot of the Thisan Shan 


Range over Ush-Turfan to Aksu. Ye found however, a man who 
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had been there lately and who told us everything was utterly 
barren there and very little accommodation to be found for 
travellers, ‘hen I decided upon the main roed over Maral- 
paschi to Aksu, by 1 large cart or by several small ones. 

Now we had been looking around all these deys for an inter- 
preter who knew sufficient Chinese, besides Turki. Well, 

we haven't found much, but ' engaged a specimen who has been 
all throgh the Northern parts of this land and says he knows 
enough Chinese to help us out. He will be our cook also, for 


the Russian interpreter is a poor hand at thet. Gn the road 


to Axeu we don't expect to find much, as it is simply a trail 


through the desert, around Acou itself, however, some vory 
fine rices are said to grow and several good varieties of 
apricots, From Acsu our reed will lead across the Thian 
Shan Range by way of the Mussart pass: sald to be a bad road? 
We'll pnes there the beginnings of the Munces, Yklduz and 
feces Yalleys, said to be full of wild vegetation. Then we 
will come out in Kuldjea or Tli as the Chinese say. Here we 


are ine town ogsin where there are many Russians. I! will 


. ge@ how shipping facilities are so as to send live or dry 


materiel. We will probably mke collections around “wldja. 


Then my intentions are to go to Chugutchak, Mongolia, and from 
there into the Altai regions in Russian Territory sgsine And 
in the Altai mountains I hope to find much, especially in the 
line of ammll fruits. In early June T hope to have arrived 


at the Trans-Siberian R.R. and hope to know then whether I 
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will be allowed to continue further exploration work or whether 
not and up to this point I will have to stop. Of course, 
these aforementioned plans are only intentions! Many things 
may come between! Not the least are desertions of assistants 
or their unwillingness to go any further, as I am experiencing 
now with my old Chinese interpreter, | 

All of my mail should contime to <o up to Jt. 
Petersburg, c/o American Consul, whom I am keeping informed 
of my whereabouts. Distances from here to America are 
tremendous and «as spring will open here in about o month from 
how, the chances sre that not very much more live material 
can be sent. And there sare practically no post offices on 
the road from here to Muldja and from there again none to 
Chugutchak. Chugutcheak, however, is only 8 days from the 
Trans-Siberian E.R. and therefore matters there look more 
favorable agains 

Well, I think that is about all for the present, 
I remain, with kindest regards, also to all in the office, 

Yours Bpespectfully, 


FRANK W, MEYER. 


Peds Please apply the envelope mathod in perusing this 
letter as suggested « few weeks ago. 
¥eoNEe 


Pe ee 

ve 

fy? : Hite het of eve? moed bar 

29: dtenw Le stow Bolimsedaue Pt auatincs ot bewolis ed Lilw 
. meterst pak dee what teote oftei! yrer See etedt sersed 
yeotme YW .qede ed. avad {itw { dateq aldt of qu Bae ton 

i osow bebiooh 1 oot? eee fhovasd 

wucld? yout Sanotdae art ‘uno ats wsale benektwometcta eeedt 

5s jy onted { yd weoth of Edpaad 

etastaieaa te eachtwess ete. teaos eft tol laeewted eco yom 
‘cite “ettocel seid bet ew wer 

atonal tee ‘in T io -ytodieat we i ot ‘wesnget Lf bene ‘tledt to 
‘s wioiYios wot off teven 

; ge “stetenqted event blo wi Adiw won 

. ifoom Deret * ‘gevad ea 

32 of aw o. oF out S09 ‘Sodas Stee 40 aa Sa 3 

give Rieter? eff styot dt BLe 

~ Bosrte’iat « uiiqsoed es : mode Lond neottema @ » pwdstedet 

f : es led of eeeak@® dygore 
‘exe solwah o¢ od ive eeonnde Kc ctrodasoterdw ya te 


a" 


et viptedul malesoh Gre. 

sett dinom a tooda xt ‘wted | Hoge iw wee Be bos evebnomerd 
3 teeg Y'neh eF SHek oF - ( 
‘fatzotem owt stom dense vtev ton pout pin eeoneis ods ywom 

aes of “ani .fyages etd Apeoodé 


ite seoltto. teaq on Uleviten ots otedt baA .énee ed mao ee 
sors of bias @te peaks exalt ! 

ot aned mtase etedt mont bam abbas ct @ted mott baot ext 
By wong sgh eee se TOoiay a 
ord movt ‘aya 8 ‘iste ‘et “stovewed acto samy anos vgsdd a 
it to Yew ue eanel aad 7 
- eteat ‘wool ered? etedtam ‘rere te baa Sel tialted Lemenas? 
Pc aga! osm off te widen 13 wreke eeag £18? 
Bis ‘ania eldstovat 
ar ee “fii deve £f0 3 bing ageliay BO I—T 
atiieeeta edt tot Ie fuede al sate ee eid I ellew OWE TER 
LAlueh at See emcee Lite 


“eottte edd mi p Ps of Sele ebuger | deobats dé tw Wilaener T 


Fh Westie iu panes ch gettptae see: as oe wo a2 ete 
LL von coe pee ey 0 ee 
DY L eye vette (i met oe Lata woe ove 
sevett aif ean Lge ol 

si haoe bapa apecikwiedtee: ene © ‘penta j Bia hal stats ot 
exe say hte vita we ‘anit 
‘ehde wr sored ah Sedtea: ovotevce cae vitae onan it weet 
mea s by ey Ee , aeetvsy fee DA mete eint eradé 
ree avy e808 wot betaegure ea tetiel 
fed yt Fics d esta ikh wt exam F ane aes ouicvaet rene ert bes 

me es oe ha Ae Re? etamee Vas URE 
Saw &40ne . it yeah % me su vaste? Lie Rive ont 
ts Nae | pean oe aes Ne Rew Lies e! ae 


SN Sila wR Co OE ee oi, a pabws wognantt ate fa 
: 4 : aditeay ie Ta Tis ame, aa ae oa 2 an 





1228, 


Kashgar, Chinese Turkestan, 
February 9, 1911, 
Dear Wr. Fairchild; 
At hast all things have been settled. ‘This morning 
we made the contract at the Russo~Asiatic Bank about a 


reliable Sart taking the 1200 pounds of seeds up to Andishan, 


EO ——————— 


The bill wes rather high, 85.70 roubles, but then we are 


almost sure now thet nothing will happen to this shipment. 


| Then I ealled upon “le Corps Diplomaticue® here 
and bede them goodbye and obtained some letters of introduce 


tion to both natives and foreigners in Gidja and Chugutechak 


and #11 that rests me tow is putting the finishing touches 

to the packing in of my mumerous baggage for tomorrow morning 
at 10 we leave “eshgar for good. I have taken one large 
covered cert with four horses ond thet will take men and 
baggege, ell of it. In another 15 or 16 daya we sre in 

Akeu and axothertwo weeks after thet we may be in Muldja, 
althouch we nay not go as quick as thet for we may go into 
some of the valleys we cross. 

Tt ray interest you to know a few of the adifficnl- 
ties we encountered in sending off this tig shipment of seeds. 
lst. The Russo-Turki interpreter hes malsrie fever these 
q lest weeks and wie some days quite ill. [ have been giving 

him, however, quinine and he is improving. He being 11] and 
the Chinese interpreter in hiding, made me atay all alone. 


2nd. Wo strong wooden boxes to ve had in town and in case 
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we wuld have had them made from poplar wood, we would have 
had exceedingly bad material and then no oilcoth sould be 
obtained here to line euch boxes for there is much snow 
falling between here and Andi shan and rain may even be 
encountered in Russian Turkestan, Then [ decéd@éd upon tin 
cases, We were fortunate enough to buy some very strong 
Kerosine tins which had hel€ & poods of this mineral oft. 
We cleaned them out with hot wood ashes so that most of the 
smell hae gone out of them, Then we lined them with felt to 
prevent the bags of seeds from shaving against the sides; 
well, then they went to the customs house. First objections 
were made because there was rice among the contents and one | 
is not allowed to export rice from here, but the Chief of 
the Customs house allowed it «fter some talks because it wes 
for scientific purposes. Then the tins were soldered up and 
we thought everything wos ready. But then the customs house 
people gaid that on the roai somebody might tamper with the 
contents and there would be no good way to prevent it, so 
they ovdered us to sew them all in felt which wis done at the 
partens house compound and seals wore thon attached to each 
. ease, Then in the meantime we had obtained consent from the 
Russo Asiatic Bank here to aceept this shipment and act as 
sponsor more or lese in having it forwarded to Andishan and 
after another 2 days the ¢ontract was signed and now tomorrow 
the shipment will leave thie city. Lots of work connected 
with it, don't you think so too? I could leave such matters 
in the hands of othere«~I was even aiviged to do so, but+-~I 
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couldn't forgive myself in case things would not have been 


packed in the right way,-like for instance Dr. Bessey's seeds 


which were eaten by rats and mice enroute. And now I have 
written letters to our Consul in Batown to the North German 
Lloyd in that same city, to Mr. Roos in New York and to you 
and thank Heavens, I am through now. Do peovle at large 

Sani ine that an agricultural explorer has to combine many 
things in him that in home Life are all labors of many people! 


In a couple of months I will receive mail again and 


hope to hear of many matters. In case you should not get any 


tidings from me, say in 3 months, please ask Mr. George 
Macartney, British Consul, Kashgar, here to find out what has 
become of me. I don't expect anything bad, but thon a man 
never knows and this part of the world ie very secluded, 
Three weeks ago an lnglish traveller, a Mr. Hobbs, died in 
Kotcha, he wae able yet, a day before his death to scribble 
off a telegram to Mr. Macartney asking for medical help as 
he had a very bad skin disease and wes getting delirious, but 


death took him before anybody could reach him, although Mr. 


Macartney sent immediately a native physician who hea since 


become ill enroute. Yell, that is a bad topic to talk about. 
We'll get through 0.x. 
Wishing you and your associates in our office good 
health and good luck, I remain, Mr. Fairchild, 
Yours respectfully, 


PRANK WN, MEYER. 


P.S. Please find enclosed e stack of duplicate inventory notes 
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Aksu, Chinese Turkestan, 
February 28, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Fai rehild: 

tomorrow or the day after a messenger will leave 
for Kashgar anid I am taking this opportunity of sending you 
a short letter to be mailed in Kashgar by Mr. Macartney. 

Well, we arrived here in the afternoon of February 23 
after an uneventful journey of 14 days out from Kashgar. Now 
we are in deily negotiations with horsemen to take us to 
Kuldja. I dismissed the incompetent native T had with me 


from Kashgar; so dense he wes that he mistook dry bread for 


— a a ae 


| wood and used strong tea and coffee as wash water. After 
you hear this, you may imagine what other ridiculous things 
he did. Now I got a hardy chap who has been all throuch 
Mompolia; rovgh«looking he is, true, but in our frontier 
work we have to take hardened~off fellows. ‘he road from 
here to Kuldja seems to be a difficult one in this time of 


the year. We have to take food with us for 3 weexs} Let 


~~ a ee 


us hope the "finds" will repay the outlays and the privations} 

I called upon the Pootai and Prefect and have gotten their 
assistance in making our journey «s agreeable as one is able 
to make it in these desolate regions, My Russo-Tarki inter 
preter behaves well and has improved considerably. I miss, 
however, my o14 Chinese interpreter as I often hsve important 


dealings with Chinese officials. 
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1232, 
Well, hoping this reaches you 0.%., I remain, with 
kindest of regards to you all, 
Yours reppectfully, 


PRANK B. MYER. 


Kuldja, Chinese Turkestan, 
March 23, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Just a post card to let you know I arrived safe and 
sound here after a pretty rough end fatiguing journey across 
snowy and isy mountains, 

I found the wild apples, apricots ard currants I was 
espettaily efter and em trying to get them off as quickly as 
possible. This is « view of Mnldja, bate-~the terrible dirt 
here is not to be show. 

Well, goodbye. Later on more. 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N, MEYR. 
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Wuldja, Chinese Purkestan, 
March 3, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: | 

Herewith I am forwarding to the Ametican Consul in 
St, Petersburg 5 large parcels containing 52 small packages 
of cuttings and roots, coverine the mumbers 951~908 inclusive 
and I am requesting Mr. Sonner to forward them at his earliest 
opportunity to you. ‘There is no Russian customs house here 
and the road between here and the nearest railroad station 
is in disorder on account of the recent severe earthquakes, so 
I am afraid the vackages will be Gonsiderably delayed. Still 
let us hope somethings will artive alive yet. 

There are severnl things of importance amons them. 

I will mention a few of them in detail, Populus di versifolia, 
961, and P, pruinosa, 962, are rare in cultivation and may 
prove to be of value to us in the southwest sections of the 
United States and in Central Texas in partiouler. 

There are many shrubs from high altitudes among this — 
lot, like the willows, Loniceras, Ribes, ete., I collected in 
the Thina Shan regions. They ought not to go to Chico as it 
will be too warm for them there; ‘ine, Towa, or some other 
northern locality will suit them better. The Arnold Arboretum 
and the Arboretum at Ottewa, Caneda, also might receive some 
of this hardy material. The Amelanchier, 954, the Caragana, 

955, the Betula, 960, and the Crataegus, 961, might probably 
| be best placed entirely in the hands of Professor Sargent, as 
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our facilities for the propagation of such strictly botanical 


material will probably be inadequate. 

The various species of Pamarix, Nos. 945, 944, 945 
and 946, ought to come in the hendis of those gentlemen inter- 
ested in reclamsahion of deserts, These plants will prove to 
be of great value in the future as fuel suppliers in arid, 
alkaline regions. | 

fo No. 953 % Very rare form of w Lonicere, I wish to 
draw your special sukiniten it is one of the very few shrubs 
that grow in a fastigiate shape. 

The 3 species of Ribes, viu+, 964, 965, and 966, 
possess probable value as possible factors in hybridisation 
work, the 2 lest mumbor my not heave wenn introduced before 
in cultivation, at least, I never encountered them. 

And I do hope that the scione of the wild apples 
arrive in good shape. They will turn out to be of very great 
value as hybridiaation material in ne crention of hardier 
types of apples, suited to the uncongenial climatic donditions 
of the Upper Mississippi Valley regions and the local ities 
veut of them, 

The wild apricots, too, are of great promise and I 


can see Mo reason why we should not be able to rear = race of 


apricots ae hardy and as commonly grown ss the ordinary plums. 


the wild, climbing Aeparagus, fo. 978, is an inter- 


asting species and deserves special attention as e new orna- 


mental trailing plant for cold regions. 
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The two wild alfalfas, M. platycarpos, 979, and 


M, falcata, 980, will no doubt find their way in the hands 


of those especially interested in these useful plants. In 
cage these roosts should have perished enroute, I have a few 
seeds yet of each species; also some seeds of the wild apples 
and apricota, but--only very few, as the time was not the 
right one to collect good seeds. 

ft am enclosing herewith a set of inventory notes 
covoring this shipment and as I sent everything by registered 
mail, I trust they will reach you all right. 

: Wy trip across and through the Thian shen was a 
hard, one. We encountered lots of cold, snow, ice and the 
discomforts cannected with the exploration of an inhospitable 
region in winter time. I never had an idea that the climate on 
thie side of the Thian Shan would be so different from that 
on the other side. Here we have still winter, while in 
Kashgar epring opened when we left. When these packs g@@sexper~ 
fenee cool weather on their long journey to America, they still 
will ge received in good condition. I am nesotiation now with 
horsemen to take us in the mountains again, with a new guide 
knowing the country, with e transport office to ship some bulky 


seeds; then I visited the Chinese and Russian officials and 


yeceived counter visits and I haven't hed as yet the few days 


reenll rest I had been in hopes to obtains 
I remsin, Mr. Fairchild, 
| Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N. WEYERs 
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Kuldja, Chinese Tur<estan, 
April 1, 1911. 
Dear Mrs Pairchild: 
Herewith I am enclosing my Itinerary report for the 
_ past quarter, in which you may see how I epent life in this 
part of the globe. I will else give a few details in this 
letter which couldn't go in the itinerary Report. 


Yell, ac I wrote you from Mmshger, I hoped to leave 


ee ee ae eee 


the 10th of February and so we did, with a large cart with 1 
strons horse and 3 mules. All of my numerous baggage was 
pacwed in it and we were 4 men, the carter included, but still 
there was plenty of space left yet, for these large Turki 


certs are very large indeed. For 6 days we passed through 


a ce a a i ae 


alkaline and sandy deserts witil we were in Maral~Bashi, 













which is an oase of good soil. We ali gt poisoned there 
from seating some fish which must have had something bad in it, 
although the taste was excellent. I really thought I was 
going to experience something serious, so severe wis my head- 
eche accompanied by peinful vomiting, but—-ortunsately I slowly 
recovered the next day. the Turki guide, however, got serious 
bowel trouble from it which lasted o full week. 
| Well, in Veral-Bashit we rested on the 7th day out, 
February 16, and { obtained seeds here of 2 very fine varieties 
of winter melons, Of course, fine quality in these aa does 
not mean so very much, for it is the soll and locality that 


/ 


produces these effects, The sil around Maral~Bashi is of a 
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heals, alkaline nature and was not so long ago still occupied 
by poplar forests. ‘The water is not far from the surface and 
voila tout! 

Qn February 17 we left again ani after another 7 
days’ journey through the desert, arrived on February 23, 
1911, im Akeu. In the main thie whole trip through the desert 
was vory unprofiteble, from our point of view, as so little 
vegetation is to be found and what there is is all the same, 
only a few species. I collected, however, cuttings of a few 
species of Tamarix ink may prove to be of value to ue in 
our desert regions. Then these desert poplars are very ine 


teresting. There are 2 spetieca, Populus diversifolia and 





Pe pruinosa, the first is the more common one and is often 
seen as solitary specimens; the letter, however, secures here 
and iene in regular jungles, often intermixed with the 
preceding one, often not. They are both able to stand quite 
extraordinary amounts of alkali and the whole trees are sat» 
urated with salts. O14 woulde often have a cake of salt on 
them a few inches thick for the sap that oozes out rapidly 
evaporates in the dry desert air and there being very little 
pain to wash off the trunke, such streaks of salt remain a 
long time on thems 

I hope the pareele with cuttings of these popkats 
will reach you in comparatively good shape, at least thet we 
may be able to save a fow of eceh, Cartain sections in Texaa, 
New Mexico, Arizona, Uteh, ete., will all be able to grow 


these poplars ae fuel suppliers, sand~binders, and windbreaks, 
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In Aksu I akbyed altogether 6 days, arranged for 
pack horses, gt a new guide, bought supplies for a 3 week's 
journey in the mountains, received and paid various necessary 
and umnecessary visits. e also obtained here 1 large sack 
of a famous rice called "Kara EKiltrick"* This variety of 
rice ig celebrated throughout Turkestan for its fine qualities; 
the greing being larce, of snowewhite cslor when cooked and 
they possess remirkable swelling~out properties. 

On March 2nd we loft with our caravan of 6 horses, 
the prefect of Axsu aleo seve me a mounted guard with te make 
arrangements on the road in regard to lodging, food supplies, 
crowsing of rivers, etc. ‘he first 3 days we climbed but 
Slowly, for Aksu has an altitude of 4,000 feat; Doham $1st 
night) ie 4,450 fect; Arwat (2né night) 59650 fect and Kisil- 


Bulak (3rd night) 6660 feet, Wear this last place the vege~ 


G 


tation began to appear and IT notéced sea buckthorn (Hippophae 
rhamnoides), desert currants (MWityeria Schoberi), desert poplar 
{Populus diversifolia), a shrubby Clematis, Lycium ruthenicum, 
Ephedra Spe, tc. We also found out that we would have to add 
another horse to our caravan for we had to buy barley and 
maize for the horses to last at least 10 days as there is 
almost no food whatsoever obtsinable on this road. 

On Sunday, March 5, we left with our 7 horses, passed 
at first through « stony plain where dwarf Caraganas and sone 
Salsolas were the only visible vegetation with a few Sempervirums 


at the shady sides of rocks; in the afternoon we entered the 
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narrowed-down valley with towering mountains on ali sides. 
At e Dsungan mountain-guard-house I found the first wild 
apple trees, also willows ani poplars, The Thian Shan spruces 
began to appear on the very mountain tops, while Loniceras, 
Cotoneasters, wild roses, barberries grew slong the trails. 
In Yengi~Malah, where we stopped for the night, we had reached 
an altitude of 7950 feet. Here I bought a rare local wariety 
of black, hull-lese barley which is about the only crop cui~ 
tivated in these arid, inhospitable regions. When I went out 
of my little mud room at 6 P.M. I noticed the nale disk of ! 
the growing moon ina strange, misty sky, with huge stony, 
rocky mountaine all around us, while black patches of spruces 


were dimly visible here ani there and as the chilly wind howled 


between the boulders I couldn't help from thinking that this) 


handful of inhabitants here might have selected a somewhat more 


Gongenislly located spot to dwell. 
On Monday, Warch 6, I encountered the first birch 
trees, a sure sign that we were in a cool climate, spruces 


became also more numerous, bet still, they were nearly always 


in quite inaccessable places for during ell these tens of 


thousands of years that man has lived and travelled through 


these regions, he hans ent the timber wherever it was the least 


bit necesnable, Ye spent the night at a rest house eslled 


Keilik at an altitude of 8450 feet. ‘There was no paper in the 
windows so everybody slept as he wes, for it was cold and the 


wind blew from the snowy peaks around us. 
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fuesday, Varch 7, saw us cross a broad, icy plain 
where the river had overflowed the valley; we left the last 
straggling poplars and willows behind and vewetetion in 
general became very sturce. A Caragana, however, of the 
appearance of a cactus became more and more plentiful (Prob- 
ably C. jubata). At 5:50 ".1% we reached the rest house at 
the foot of the great Mussart Glacier, situated at an alti- 
tude of 9700 feet. We had taken eventos with us from Kailik 
and guffered no cold that night. | 

Wednesday, Yareh 8, would be our record day and 
nothing elae had scecuvied sur minds these Inst days. ‘The 
mounted guard, who had never been before im such hizh mountains, 
beeame quite nervous and excited about the prospects of ascend- 
ing the so dreaded Mug-dawan or Ice Pasa, which leade for & 
hours over the great Mussart Glacier. Well, we went over it 
@ll right, wut it really is a pretty bad piece of climbing. 
The Glacier ie a moving one and the trail across it changes 
perpetually where yesterday « good erossing existed, there may 
be tomorrow a gapping chasm The Chinese Government maintains 
& smell force of men who live right avove the most dangerdus 
point of thie glacier, and whose duty it is to keep the trail 
in passable condition. At one point these men hed cut many 
steps in the ice by which men and animals mounted. One finds 
skeletons of horses, donkeys and camels strewn along the trail, 
gome carcasses were quite fresh although the crows, which are 


numerous here, goon strip the bones of every bit of flesh and skin. 
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124i. 
Our horses got over all right, but & small caravan a few hours 
before us saw one of their horses fall in an abyss. Our men 
assisted in getting it out again and though bleeding from a 
wound at the neck, wes able to proceed agnin. f took several 
photos here and there, thouch the surroundings were really awe- 
inspiring and the cracking and moaning sounds that were heard 
at intervals made one feel uneasy, not to say anxious to get 
again on “terra firma." And still there were wild piseons 
and finch-liek birds living here on this glacier and the last 
birds so tame that they danced around mo and ate crumbs of bread 
I threw them, At 3 ).. wo were, thank Heevene, on golid earth 
again, We ascended pretty steeply agsin until at 4:30 we reached 
an altitude of 13,100 feet above san level; the hichest point 
reached on this whole trip, ‘hen we wont down, bet encountered 
deep snow. At duck we realized we couldn't reach the rest house 
which was more than 2 hours away yet, so we mede camp at a apot 
_ the foot of 2 huge mountein where the snow had been blown 
away by the wind and made a small fire with the little bit of 
wood that we had left yet, But cold it became, my, something 
fierce. Our shoes froze on our feet and we hed te cover our 
selves up as qubkly as possible. Hone of us slept much that 
night for the air was vory thin, the altitude being 11,000 feet 
. iia the icy wind, blowing from perpetual snow and Lee fielde, 


chilled one to the bone. 
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On Thursday, Sarch 9, we left at day break, had e@ 
forced march until we reached a rest house, called Mayirlik, 
altitude 10,200 fest. Here we had some hot tea and rested a 
few hours and then made for IdireMal, » “Almuk camp, at an 
altitude of 6,500 feet. we passed throwch splendid groves of 
towering spruces, there were many cones on the ground bat no 
seede at all. I collected cuttings of some rare shrubs, among 
them Ribes, Lonicera, ete. the climate on this side of the 
fhian Shan is entirely different from that on the other side. 
Mach Godley and moister and the air onite different. 

on March 10 we went again through splendid forests 
of spruces (Pices Schremkiang.) Some of these trees were 130 
feet in height and hadtruonke & feet in diameter. Young trees 
ere of quite & pyramidal growth, but old ones become columnar 
in aypenvenen, The color of the green varies a good deal, 
some being bluish, others black~green. This spruce has e 
future as an avenue and park tree in even semi-arid regions, 
but it seems to dislike too mach atmospheric moisture and hot 
nights. The climte of the “astern United States and that of 
tost of the Middle West won't suit tt. One never cees this 
EB spruce descending into the plains and if alep shuns the sun« 

exposed mountain slopes, excerpt at very high elevations, The 

lumber seems to be of excellent quality and is much in demand. 

We arrived in the afternoon ot © Kalmk settlement enlled 

- Sehutte, altitwie 7,350 feet after having been going for these 

last two days through regions that would have been a delight 
Ei, Ruysdsel and which were a real tonic to me, after all the 
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dreary wastes of Central Asia, 

March ll, 12 ont 13 saw us tramp through snowy and 
Slushy Dlains and hills and we realized that we had left the 
real glory of the Thisn Shan forever behind us. We encountered 
also many races of mean and the understanding part of it was 
sometimes very bad. Ealmuke were most in evidence, then came 
Kirghia, then Sarts, the Usangans, with a few Chinese end 
VYanchus sprinkled in. On Wareh 14 I collected the rare 
Medicago platyearpos, of which 2 paSkages of roots are on the 
way now to St. Petersburg. Ye mow got bad weather, snow, 
sleot, hail, rain, etc., which lasted more or less for 6 days 
and made travel quauedingly aunpleesant., Every day one had wet 
feet and the state of the roads wae very tiring to men and 
beasts and extremely ruinous to our teete and shoes. 

On March 16 I found the first wild apricot trees on 
the north side of cliffs at altitudes of between 4,200 and 4000 
feet. On March 17 the first wild apples, stending in 2 feet 
of hard-frozen snow, also on the north side of an otherwise 
barren mountain. And on March 16 and 19 I collected scions 
_ Of many wild apples and wild apricots, of which the Valley of 
the Chong Djighilan River isa the abode of whole groves of them, 
It was especially interesting to observe how the wild apricot 
is found in the company of birehes, sea buckthorn, hawthorne, 
Populus laurifolia, ets, eli such northern trees and yet the 
apricot is supposed to be a denigen of warm regions. It may 
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1244, 
be, of course, that this form of apricot is a totally aif- 
ferent strain, just like these wild apples here make quite 
a different impression from those of Vestern “urope. In my 
private opinion, these wild avples and wild apricets will 
give rise to strains of very much hardier varieties of both 
of these fruits than we possess now. 

(m March 20, 21 and 22 I went through rather un- 
interesting regione ng in, with little vegetation and still 
less people and in the afternoon of the 22nd we landed in 
Muldja, or Tli, as all the natives call it. A dirty, unkempt 
town this Kuldsche is and not pomlated by the best sort of 

‘ folks. A real bordertown, nominally Chinese, wut really 
Russian, inhabited by Sarte, Tartars, Chinese, Russians, tirghis, 
Kalmks, Dsungans, Manchus and some mixtures between all these 
races, They told me some 10 or 11 different languages were 
daily spomen here. The climete is strictly continental, long 
cold winters in which the mereury goes down to 20° below sero 
Pahr, and short, hot summors, Alfalfa is grown, but 2 po 
euttings are obtained only. Apricots and enples are grown, 

: but of poor qualities. Peaches have to be vrotected. Grapes 
Pale kept buried until the latter part of April. Most of the 
herter kinds of fraite ia imported from the Russian side, 

0 is alfalfs seed and barley. 
Well, this is about oll IT hed to say about thie past 


great trip. ‘here are a few minor matters yet to be discussed, 





~tib Ulatet o ak toptage wiiasl aldd tact semtce 20 ad 
| ethep eden ext mega SLtw etedt pat aiieiante nae 
Ne ah ssaer! sspteeiy ‘oe seodd mex? wokeuorg Ox3th 2 
Liiw wdouteqe Pity sue calqre diLtwemedt aesecatene: 
died to sotto tnay aelitad dos vreu Io eatotte of en tt ovis 
i ents a NOH ReoReeg gw Madt ettrtt ened? Yo 
ats “wouiden Aguerd? suo T.88 dvse £3,908 dowatl MO 6 oy 
If tte oa-metiategoy eltthl dt bv. witegs vig yot aaltoeredtat 
aM! febuel aw baSS edt ‘to aeogretta ort, at baa elgeog anal 
fameaca Yoibh doth Mao gar iten edt fie es tht 40 ebb sen 
‘Ye duce food on? Rd Hetelaqog tog bus.et adoebluk eldt gwod 
Uiaor tud ~ovontd Rifaainon .Awetrobscs Leet 4. 9eate? 
1thdyrD, ,auelego® pound. etstaa! ,udze® yo betidedat jdoteeyt 
ovott Iie seowted notsixin.oacg Sne.nedgnet enegaoed .«eaeml aX 
— Oree Begewecal InoTeTIID Lf 1¢ OL. omoe em Sigt yor? .apost 
otal, , Latron ites. vitottte af gtomt lo. edt. ‘Pred medioze Ulead 
eves woled OS od. meh soca Yrmonst, ent sotdw a2 arpdnte,Bige 
booy tot ewer st aALatLA, yetome tod. ttoMe: Dae, «Tat 
GTS O1s coiqre bas etoahigs aXe, Soattatde, 97.8, aan ditvo 
(Sagem Bedoeters ed of evad godoast 4 cadstieup. toog to gud 
(tte. dae. oLisad. te.dmer, tottel, ald SSE Aa 
oyObbs eters, edt ines eebyewe cyt ° nes | 
deag sidt neva. vee of. bad ren wend i fre 
sheen og #94, NN I 4 9%, ota? 


















L265. 

Vis., I have several small packages of seeds collected and 
wanted to ship them off, tos, but--there 's no Russian 
customs house here and to bring them to the nearest, wich 
is in Djarkent, one hes to have a special permit and-~ 
Djarkent is between 3 and 4 deys from here by ordinary cart. 
By post-tarantash it is 2 duys, mt the fare is then & | 
roubles going and 20 roubles back and this spesiel permit 
costs algo 2.50 roubles per person when the Russian Consul 
sees fit to give it. att ship these seeds from here, the 
packages will be opened at Djerkent end Heavens know what 
will happen to them afterwards. ‘The packages with cuttings 
are to go straight through to St. Petersburg and will be 
epened there, for I wrote a special petition for that, but cut- 
tings are not so easily mixed up as each package is well tied 
up; but seeds, that is another matter; they mey seratch them 
all together, for I witnessed here some unpacking of mail 
and--got wise! I may send these seeds from Chugutchek, for 
there is a customs house there. 

Wow I am negotiation with a guide who knows these 
regions here and if we settle upon wages, food-allowance, etc. 
- will make a journey of a couple of weeks, collecting some 
wild pears, plums, black currants and severel wariecties of 
wild apples which ocecwr in the neighboring mountains, And 
after that the big trip to Chugutchak has to come, which al@ 


; “will last between 2 and 3 weeks. Woll, from there it is only 
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1246, 
8 days to Omsk, on the Trans-Jiberian Railway so in case 
exploration work shouldm't be continued, I will be in the 
vicinity of a railway station to receive tidings about it. 
I also enclose the duplicate inventory cards, 


Noe 931+880, belonging to the shipment sent off a couple 





of days ago. 


Well, with best of regards, aiso to all in the office, 


I am 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK WH. MEYER. 
Pade Please find attached to this a rough sketch map of 


ing oul where a1] these sme li places are located I passed 


) 
| the territory I went through. [% may faci litate you in find+ 
J 
| 
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| Kuldja, Chinese Turxestan, 
| April 3, 1911. 


Dear Mrs Fairchild 









Yeuterday and today were awfully bad days, min and 
wet anow falling continusily and traffic has been suspended 
in Kuldja eo bad ig the condition of the roads, ell, / have 
‘utilized thie sell to finish my reportg and accounts and am 
herewith enclosing my expense accounts for the past quarter. 
Please have it delivered to the gentlemen who are experts in 
this branch, 
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There are, as was the case with the last accounts too, 
2 different currencies occurring, intermixed. That is the 
fault of the country here and cammot be escaped. It is annoy- 
ing enough to a fellow right amidst it, I may assure you that! 

I have added, however, an explanatory notes, which I 
hope finds grace in the eyes of those having power over the 
fate of these accounts. 

Way I suggest that the receipt of the Russo~Asiatic 
Bank of Kashgar dated February 9, 1911, be kept ina safe place 
until the 9 cases with seeds and herbarium material turn up at 
Washington. 

You will als notice that fees are accounted for, 
given to mounted guards on the trip from Axsu to Kuldja while 
from Kashgar to Aksu they do not appear. Well, this is the 
case. ‘The road from Kashgar to Aksu is a main rosd and going 
entirely through the desert; so there was absolutely no neces- 
sity for having any guerds with and I therefore refused posi- 
tively to take anybody with me, although the Chinese aimost 
forced me a few times to accept one or more guards. The trip 
fron Akon to Kuldja, however, was a different one. Here I 
went for a certain part entirely off the beat track and came 
in contact with severel races of men which are not entirely 
trustworthy and therefore I was gled to have an official guard 
with me who knew the people and informed them whom I was end 
what I came for. The extra money one spends on these men 
brings its returns often more so than on one’s regular employees, 


who often become quite fagged out after a couple of dayst hard 
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1248. 
travel. 

I promised you in a letter from Kashgar I would keep 
you Dabeness dueut the “status quo” of my finances. well, with 
my hard travel and most times entirely owt of reach of regular 
post offices, I cannot inform you much. Herewith, however, I 
give you a few cifers, #xpenses for the past quarter were, 
roughly!: 

400 Taels -- 4260 for the quarter, July, Aug. & Ssept.,1910 
670 Roubles «— 335 they were, roughly $1225 and for the 
Salary,self,etc.875 quarter Oct., Hov., & Dec,, 1910 they - 
fotal $1490 were roughly ©1465 which is altogkther 
for the past nine months {4180 or in other words #66 per month 
or $1400 for 3 months. ‘That means then that the total expenses 
up to the end of June will be between 25600 and 45600. I have 
not much idea how great my expenses will be during that time. 
Should I explore in Russian Domains, expenses will be rather 
high; should I stay within the Chinese boundaries, however, 
they will be considerably lower. Tidings I hope to receive 
in Chugutchak will influence my future plans considerably if 
not radically= 

I enclose herewith then the expense accounts, an 
explanatory note and several bills and I hope everything will 
reach you in good shape, for this is a valuable letter from 
both your and my point of view. 

With best of greetings to you all, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N. MEYER. 
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1249, 
Kuldje, Chinese Turkestan, 
April 16, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild; 

A couple of days ago I sent you through our Consul 
in 5¢. Petersburg and by Russian parcel post 4 packages and 
today I am sending you again 3 parcels, making a total of 7 
pleces. 

Then we delivered to a forwarding office here 1 
large tin nee with seeds which will first go to our Consul 
in Batoum and he will reship it to you. It may take 2 to 3 
months before it reaches its destination, for it will go by 
cart from here to Tashkent and then by rail and steamer for a 
long way yet. The contents of all these parcels are many and 
varied; I will herewith enumerate them. I may say that one 
of the 7 parcels sent by post contains moist material, oes 
the mumbers 981, 982, 963, and 984, The other 6 packages 
contain seeds, Nos. 1588a-16l6a, inclusive. The tin case 
(sent by freight) hae for contents Nos, 1683a-187a inclusive. 
Then there is also much botanical and entomological material 
and gamples of soils in these 6 postal parcels. 

No. 981 is Medicago falcata roots. I wonder if they will reach 
you alive. A small package of seeds, however, under No. 16l3a 
will surely arrive in good state. It is interesting to hear 

the Sart people say thet this alfalfa is more beloved by and 

has greater value too for milk cattle than by hardworking horses, 


miles or donkeys. I wonder whether the experiences in America 


will prove to be the same, 
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1250. 

No. 982, Suonime sp., my prove of value as a 
ground cover beneath trees in the cooler sections of Americe. 
Mr, Hicks of Westbury, L. I., and Prof, Sargent at Jamaica 
Plains, Mass., may possibly be interested in this mumber. 

The two species of Iris Nos. 983 and 904 may in~ 
terest Dr. Van Fleet and Mr. he Johnston of Garvanza, 
California. 

Of the fine variety of rice, "Kara Kiltrick*, 

No. 1585a, which I obtained in Aksu, I heve written you already 
in a former letter and so of the huli«less black summer barley, 
No. 1587a, in which I think Ir. Derr will take an interest. 

Nos. 15688 and 1589a are seeds of wild apples and 
ought to be treated with special care} and so No. 1590a, 
wild apricot stones, "ee 

Of the various seeds of hardy trees and shrubs, 
like No. 159la, Crataegus op; 1592a, Sorbus sp; 1595a, Amelan- 
chier Sp.3 1594a, Cohoneaster sp., ete. I suggest that some 
be sent to Prof. Sargent and perhaps os few to the Arboretum 
in Ottawa, but the bulk should be propagated in Ames, if 
facilities are sufficiently good there. (Chico is too warm 
for this material?!) Wo. 1599a, however, a Colutea-like 
shrub from the desert, will feel well at home at Chico. 

The two numbers of Asparagus, Nos. 1605a and 16.i6a, 
deserve special treatment, the last nusber especially pos- 
sesses horticultural walue and not all of the seeds should 


be grown for breeding purposes exclusively? 
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1251, 

Of the melons, Nos. 16078, 1608a, 1609a, and 1610a, 
I have not to say much now, for I have spoken enough about 
them in former letters. I do me bhink, however, they have a fine 
future before them in Amrica as a winter dessert fruit and 
some enterprising parties in the Southwest will mo dowbt reap 
some handsome profits from their enterprises! ‘This Ho. 1607a 
with its thick flesh of a handsome pistache green color makes 
& very pleasing desert and one envies often those indolent 
Temi people there in the deserfs of Chinese Turkestan who 
have melons the year round, 

The wild Medicagos, Nos» 1612a and 1él4a will no 
doubt find their appropriators. I wonder if this M. platy- 
sarpos will turn out to be different from the ones Professor 
Hangen collected. . | 

Of Herbarium material there are 4 packages, viz., 

1 grave; 1 cones of Picea Schrenkiana; 1 stones of wild 
apricots, and 1 leaves and shrivelled-up fruits of wild 
apples. These two last my assist our botanical force in 
determining the species of these wild fruits. 
) Of Botanical material there are also 4 pacceges, 
view, 1 of Sinapbs sp.; 1 of Salsole spo; 1 of Caragane jubata, 
and i of bark of Betula sp. Of the last one I would like to 
gee Professor Sargent supplied with a part of it. It my 


assist in determining No, 960 of which I sent scions. 
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Pathological material: 2 packages, viz., diseased 
twigs of wild apples and a spot disease on “phedra sp, ‘they 
may interest our specialists upon such matters. 

Fungi; 4 packages, vins, 2 enormous fungi on Populus 
pruinosa, and 3 small tags of puff balls. ‘In case nobody in 
our Department makes a specialty of any of these things, Dr. 
We Ae Murrill, of the New York Botanical Gardens, will be 
glad to etatn them. 

Of Algae, there is one package. “ho wants it? 

Of ines there are 5 lots, vise, 1 of the cele- 
brated Turfan raisins, which are sent «s far as Peking even. 
They are, strange to say, not as fine ase the “hotan ones, of 


which I also sent you saittples. Messrs, Taylor and Hussmann 


will no doubt be interested in them. 1 ear of Indian corn, 


for a specialist upon this territory. 1 small sack of sliced 
and dried wild apples, to show size, color and goneral looks 
of these wild Thian Shan apples. 2 pieses of Tamarix wocd, 
eal ae what a hard fuel these bushee can supply (cuttings 
were sent under No» 943 and also under other numbers). 2 
dishes of barter winder woody in case you should not want these 
Mr, BR. W, Kirkpatrick of McKinney, Texas, may take great 
dibasuen in them. I send cuttings of such burly-grained 
variety of white poplar under No, 864. 

Entomological Vaterial: 1 package spider egs-bags; 
27 packages of various galls; 10 peckages of scales on vari ous 


plants, I suppose Dr. Howard will interest himself mainly on 
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these galls, there are some very curious and rare ones among 


them, Among the scales there also may be some novelties. 
Shells, one pacimge for a specialist in this line, 

Samples of goils, 13 patkagea; for Mr. ". o. Pree 
of the Ue 3. Bureau of Soils, who, as you muy remember, asked 
us to collect some Loesssoils for him, ‘There are some curious 
kinds among them and [I hope they will prove to be novelties 
in the collection, 

Of all this aforementioned material I am herewith 
enclosing notes; of ‘ne seeds and cuttings I made them out in 
triplicate, as usual, but of such things as samples, ete. f 
inserted a label in each package and wrote only 1 note of each, 
so as to facilitate the work in your office, as otherwise each 
pockage would have to be opened in case the description had to 
be Gopied. I suggest, however, to retain these notes-in-unicum, 
they may prove of value once in awhile, 

In another letter about my past journey and the 
trip ahead. With kindest of greetings, also to all in the 
office, 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N, MEYER. 
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lee. 
walaja, Chinese Turkestan, 

a April 17, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

As I said in my letter from this morning, I would 
write you a separate message about the past short trip and 
the big journey which is coming. 
Well, I believe my last letter was dated April 3, 

1911, and contained the accounts. On April 4 we visited a 

| large tannery which has been installed here a year or so 

| ago. It is a modern factory with German machines and even 

| German and Austrian supervisors and machinists. ‘They turn 

| out a good quality of leather and find that their product is 

| in good demand. They wanted me to give advice about the 

planting of Sumack, as they have to pay tremendous rates for 

; freight on tanning mterial. Im general they find it very 

| mach cheaper to use local willow and poplar bark and put a 

| certain quantity of tanning extract in this week material. 

| Now, if it were possible, they eon try to grow their own 

| tanning supplies. Well, my advice we to take some of the 
hardier species of Rhus and simply start and experimental 
plot with them. ‘They have, however, nobody skilled in mtters 
of culture and 1t may take some time yet before tiie find a 
suitable man who somewhst anderatands how to make a success 


of such a new enterprise. 
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On April 6 I left by cart for a trip to the mountains 
to Sind wild pears, apples, apricots, cherries, walnuts, etd. 
Well, I found wild apples and apricots, but of other fruits 
we saw nothing whatsoever and I have an idea that many of these 
other fruits exist only in the imagination of certain of the 
natives. ‘Ye also head been unlucky in the choice of our driver 
and the horses, the first was very stupid and the last very 
lasy and one of the beasts got even lame. In the mounteins 
we found here and there patches of snow yet, but vegetation 
was starting; buds swelling and some tulips, Fritillaria, 
Gages and bulbous Corydalis in bloom. In general, however, 
we were too late to take cuttinge and stions and too early 
to collect herbarium materiel. We also couldn't find an 


intelligent guide and so it was a mixture of antagonistic 


‘elreumstances, Tf found, however, a hardy sort of Buoninme, 


an Irig and a Medicago, which are ell on the road to you. 

On Monday ovening, April 10, we were back again in 
Kuldjea. And now I have shipped all the collected material 
off and have been in negotiations with horse dealers these 
last days to take us to Chugutchak. We were in hopes to go 
tomorrow, but some of the horses tube not properly fitted 
ont yet and I suppose another day will pass yot. We didn't 


get ae yet a decent guide who knows the land and the people; 


Iam in hopes, however, we get one yet. 


Well, after 14 days I hope to arrive in Chugutchak 
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and expect @ goodly bunch of mail there. I sent « telegram 
already to the American Consul in &t. Petersburg to forward 
me all my mail in that place. And that is all for the present. 

Enclosed please find the inventory notes covering 
the mumbers 981~984 inclusive and 15835 and 16l16a inclusive, 

With best of wishes to you all, I remin, i. 
Pairehild, 

Yours respectfully, 


Chugutehak, Mongolia, 
May 6, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

A&A few days have passed again slnce I arrived here 
and I will give you a short destription how our past journey 
has turned out. 

First, I mst say that it is alwaye quite a diffi- 
cult task to work one's self straight away in correspondence 
and to got used to sitting down for a whole day, after having 
been on the road for a couple of weeks and having had to rough 
it in the real sense of the word, From the 14 nights we spent 
enroute I was under cover only 4 of them and out of the other 
ten, one night we were disturbed by a wolf, & nights by rain, 
4 nights by robbers prowWing about and the remaining 3 we made 
the most of it. But still it was on the whole mot © bad 
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journey, for so far as personal comforts were concerned, for 
the sheep and goats had just lambed ant wherever we struck a 
Kalmuck or a Kirghiz settlement we were able to obtain o 
goddly quantity of either sour or sweet milk. And then 
spring had really started ani the cold at night wes not very 
great, a few times our milk or tea got frozen yet overnight 
but we are so hardened to that thet we didn't perceive any- 
thing of the cold. A thing we had serious trouble with were 
the guides. I hedn’t been able to obtain a man for the whole 
journey in Kuldja so we took one from one villace to another. 
The first four days it wasn't so bad yet, but on the fifth 
day, having entered s robber district, our Kirghiz guide 
deserted us and worse that, that took the general letter of 
introduction with him with whom he was supplied by the Chinese 
Prefect of Kuldscha. There we were now without anybody know- 
ing the roads and in a district considered dangeréus. ‘Yell, 
we marched scoording to a map I have and with the compass and 
we got to land in @ Kalmuk village, where I was received with 
great honors. ‘The native chief had a special tent erected for 
me, killed a sheep and was very friendly and that was in the 
dreaded Bogh-dsalah where the Kirghiz guides had told us from 
that men are sometimes butchered like « sheep for sacrifice. 
It seems those thinge have occurred 25 or 30 years ago, but 
now I hardly think anything like that would happen. Yes, 
horses are stole, cattle and sheep removed, etc., but mrder 
seemg now to be very rare. In the days Dr. Regel was botanise 


ing here, then strange things were reported; even the Chinese 
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practiced then human sacrifices in times of epidemics and 
_ famines, but now in case such things should still occur, 
they are done with the utmost secrecy and they surely would 
not attempt to practice on & white man or on those that are 
with hin, 
From Bogh-daleh we got again a mounted guard with 
us for 2 days and then we had 2 Kalemk soldiers with us for a- 
another 2 days, but after that we found the road as well as 
we could and I must site we had a mach more interesting trip 
throvgh it, for we got inte some very much out-of-the-way 
corners and were even for 2 days in Russian Rerritory and met 
2 Russian customs gouards who eve us quite some information 
about the roads, the country, food swplies, etce 
Without knowing it beforehand, we found out. that 
the leader of our caravan wes what the Germane call a “pech-~ 
vogel", in other words, a fellow having bad luck all the 
bine and it was remarkable to noti¢e how everyday something 
bad occurred. Then it was a guide deserting, then some 
baggage crushed, then rain, then something lost, then no 
food to be had, etc., but the worst to me was when 2 horses 
tumbled down from an earth cliff and fell into the water, 
thereby soaking our beds, clothes and my valusble satchel 
in which I had paper money, medicines and silver and nickel 
watches os yranewte for native officials. Well, over a 
hundred roubles worth of these watches have beonruined, water 
got into them and as we couldn't dry them straight away, they 


have rusted so badly that I don't think they are worth fee 





pairing. ‘The man himself could hardly help it, but it was 
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the fault of hia helper who didn’t my attention to those pare 
| ticular two horses. ut the results were, nevertheless, the 
| same. Later on I found out that this caravan leader was also 
| with Dr. Nersbacher on that trip by which Dr. i's most valuable 
horse fell in a rosring mountain stream and by which 8000 
roubles in silver and «11 his maps were lost. I can assure 
YOU, ur, Feirchild, that after I heard that and really came 

to know that some kind of a Hoodoo clung to him, I hed as 
little to do with him as possible and kept him eway from the 
horses wherever I could, I personal ly heave very little bad 
luek on my journeys, it seems as if the good wishes from a0 
many people who take an intorsst in my work keep some sort of 
& protective atmosphere around me (in earnest!) and now to run 
into all sorts of troubles by having an ill-fated Mohammedan horse- 
leader with me would mot do. 

Well, now as to the trip itseif. On *ednesday, April 
19th, 1911, we left with our caravan of 6 horses the town of 
Kuldja. It was a very warm day and much of the liquid mud of 
a few weeks age was changed into dry black dust, that was blow 
about, Still one muld see thet spring had really started, the 
elms were covered with small green fruits, the willows were in 
bloom, some poplars had small, light green leaves already and 
gome butterflies and beetles were lazily flying over the fields. 
Kuldja is not a pleasant town and we were glad to get out of it 
again. We followed a rather large road for several hours until 


that road, after having passed through a village dwindles down 
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to a mere trail and in the afternoon we struck the first hills 
and at 5 P.M, we made halt for the might in a Mirghig settle- 
ment called “Pandjir Bulak"., We were very coriislly received 
by these nomads which was no doubt due partly to the presence 
of a mounted guard with whom the Prefect of Kuldscha had sup- 
plied us and partly to the thought thet if they didn't receive 
us well we would report the matter. At least later on, when 
not accompanied any longer by guards and being far away from 
Prefects of any kind, the receipt was sometimes far from éeréini. 

On April 20 we passed through an interesting country, 
going along a mountain stream and over hills. if noticed many 
plants of Medicago falcata in those fields where berley or 
millet had been grow a couple of years ago, some of these el- 
falfas had already shoots several inches long and one could 
notice great variability in size and shape of leaves and 
degrees of hirsuteness. in the afternoon we came across . 
clumps of wild apples and wild apricots, a few of both grow 
ing ine sheltered corner were in bloom already. As we 
climbed higher, however, it got colder and dryer and vegeta- 
tion was still for the very greater part dormant. Some yellow 
tulips, however, made the landseape gay. I noticed some clumps 
of wild apples up to an altitude of nearly 6000 feet. The 
trees ne the confliets they had with the climate there 
and were gnarled and stunted, but still it wie a surptiee 
to see apples grow in euch semimarid, high elevated localities. 
We now passed several p»tehes of snow yet and where the snow 


had melted a couple of days before, @mall white flowering 
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crocus were making their appearances, Toward dusk we camped 
for the night near a Kirghiz encampment called "Bilikchi.” 
Here we were already in the real mountains and clumps of 
spruces and still leafless aspens reminded us that we were 
in regions where it never itis to be very warm At about 
midnight we were awaxened by a hideous noise of dogs barking, 
horses neighing, sheep and goats bleating, cows bellowing 
ami Kirghiz shouting at the tops of their voices and then 
we came to know that there _ a wolf around the camp, As 
it was pitch dark, however, we couldn't fire at him and after 
an hour or so the noise subsided sand one muld go to sleep 
again, not with suecessful results, however, in my own case 
at least. 

On April 21 we left late as most of us hadn't 
slept much, through the wolf, and also there were reported 
to be outlaws about. We had difficulties in obteining a 
guide on account of the reports of robbers on the road. A 
few hours efter we left 2 Horses fell from an earth cliff 
and tubbled, basgage and all, in a mountain stresm and un« 
fortunately right in a deep spot, soaking hereby bedding, 
clothes, food supplies and valuable beggzage. For a couple 
of hours we spread out things in the suntand wind, bot couldn't 
dry things thoroughly and several velusble things got ruined. 
this incident delayed us considerably and ate up a valuable 
part of the day. In the afternoon we started to climb steep 


mountains, crossed = pase at 8000 feet altitude and had to 
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wade through snow, often 3 or 4 feet deep. m lower places 
the snow had partly melted and an icy slush wes the result 
thereof. <txtremely ruinous to our boots, besides soaking 
one’s feet in less than no time, At 5 P.M. we were all tired 
from wading through the snow and water and made camp in a 
| sheltered mountain nook at an elevation of 7800 feet above 
| the sea; had a good fire of Juniper boughs and spruce logs 
and dried ourselves near it. 

Saturday, April 22. Had some rain showers during 
the night. Left camp at 7 A.M. Crossed a small mountain 
stream many times, waded through sow and ice and after a steep 
climb upon a mountain covered with serubby Juniper bushes we 
reached toward noon the highest point, 9600 feet sbove sealevel. 
Later on going down the north side of the mountains we had to 
cross a iow field that proved to be extremely aifficuls for 
the hereon ag the snow was from 2 to 3 meters deep; at one time 
it looked as if we should have to loose one of the horses, but 
with combined efforts we got the beast out of the vit in which 
it hed worked itself and after that it worked hard itself to 
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.ge got damaged here to a 





get again on terra firma. My bage 
further extent and « bottle with medicinal brandy disappeared 
in the masses of snow; some traveller may find it toward the 
end of July when all the snow has melted away. We mow descended 
steadily for the rest of the afternoon and ot 5:50 P.). arrived 
in the Little town of Smtei, on the shores of the lake “Sairam 


U 


Nor.” ‘The lake was still covered with a solid cake of ice and 
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snow, save a lit le strip of water clowe to its southern shore, 
white and black coulds hung low ell around the mountains and a 
cold Enstern wind made one shiver s@# soon as one didn’t walk 
any longer. We found, however, a room with a sheet~iron stove 
in it and soon had a nice, little fire in it by which to dry 
clothes, bedding and baggage. 

April 23 saw us leave late as we had found it very 
aifficult to get a guide to go with us. A mw wind was blow 
ing and the whole iandscape hung still in clouds and strange 
to say, the whole region was of an «rid character notwi thstand- 
ing the presente of such a body of water as the leke and such 
an elevation. {I found it to be 6600 feet above sen level but 
on my Russian mp it is given as being 5900 feet.) Our Kirghiz 
guide showed unmistakable signs of fear as soon as we were @ 
few houre on the road and would not proceed any farther. After 
gome coaxing, however, he wont with us for another hour, but 
then he fell on his knees before me and cried and spoke about 
being slaughtered, ete. so we told him to find us another man, 
Well, after we had gone arounl a turning of the road he quietly 
slipped out and we never saw him ogein. It was partly « good 
thing he went, for his gruesome stories worked most demoralis- 
ingly upon the caravan leader and his helper and these 2 men 
began also to talk of losing all things, ete, 
| Thig childiishness of character of the “irghiz veople 
wee & revelation to me. [I had held them to be « brave sort of 


‘people, but I now saw that in real danger they are utterly 
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without courage, At about noon that day we scaled a dry 
mountain and found the summit of the pass ts be 9260 feet 
above sealevel. Once on the other side where the sui doeen't 
burn so much, we found beautiful groves of spruves, probably 
_Pises Shrenkian:, so-called mountain ashes (Sorbus spel, 
shrubby honey suckles, shrubby Potnetillas and a few Cotone- 
asters. Later on we got again in drier regions and dphedras 
took the place of the vegetation just mentioned. We strutk 

a “elim guard house ani as we were in a labyrinth of moun- 
| taing and vYelleys, we got » Melewk to accompany us for the 
rest of the day and the man was very pleased when he got half 
@ rouble piece for his trouble. | 

ALL the motives along the bofder prefer Russian money 

to Chinese ann I belfeve that 90% rather would come weiter Russian 
sway than to stay under China’s rule, There are reasons for 
these feelings, mt it is better for ah agricultural explorer 
to ntay away from this plane of politics. well, we selected 

e well protected little ravine in the mountains where we were 
above the main trail and where we eouldm’t be discovered very 
easily, for now were in the dresded robber rogiom Not that I 
personally had any fear, far from it ani neither had my ine 
terpreter, but the ceravan leader, hie helper and a Sart mer 
chant who hed joined us were in deadly fear that their horses 
would be stolen, not to say anything pn We made only a 
gmall fire to do our cooking and had it extinguished when it 
‘became @dark so as not to éraw attention. I had my revolver 





‘also handy but~-we were not disterbed, ‘That one sleeps exactly 
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easy such times is, of course, out of the question. 

Qn April 24 we passed most of the day through desert 
regions. In the mowrtains one met with a few Caraganas, some 
Loniceras, Rosa xanthinn, shrubby Potentillas and some Spiraea 
hypericifolia, wt on the plains there was no woody vegetation 
whatsoever, at least mot on the more elevated plains. . Lower 
.@own where there must have been water in the subsoil, one 
noticed @amarix and some Salgole~like shrutvs. If also found 
& large-leaved specie of alfalfa in the dry of a watercourse. 

We @rubbed out a monber of roots which will be enronte to 
Washington in a few days {shipping Brom here seems anm rently 
impossible, #9 we will deliver the package acroes the border. } 
At about 4 P.%, we arrived ins large “alouk settlement with 
a Lame senphe called Boch-dalah. We were received by the native 
chief, his assistants, the head lama, ete., and were served with 
tea, butter, bread and sweets. Then the Chief or Amban, as he 
is callel, invited us to come to his own tent near by, as he 
gaid, Well, a1] right, I said, bui~-that near by proved to be 
8% hours’ hard ride on horseback and it was dark before we 
arrived wet and tired, for we got = heavy shower of rain enroute. 
However, a nice felt tent was put at our disposal, tea was served, 
a sheep killed and the meat served boiled in salted water. This 
Amban was a welleto-do man, possessed even chairs, tables and a 
Russian Samovar. Russian candles aud suger were on the table and 
one might have thought himself to be in Sokhara or near Samarkand 


or Tashkent. 
























Paent, ogres ve orld 20 toon Dose 
Soe eee wot | 4 tw tou back 4 
seucttde Bites bre aa Lanes ra eee 


noliateney nee. on aatd ood patals oe, ao birt, 92! foliots 


paren aad etl siepaersacaran 


towed sath: of, bodve.s orem Li Pia dal _taeel iat 


De 


“ene eesus oui ab oder Heed ovat deem onde. ms rob 


awe nda t a est nnten ee ance Ane "beat sie fom i 

+98 soot s te web aad a Mileiis 2 Pm bev, nel a 

et otros ex Lite stotse efcox * gota A. tao be 
witnen ma snes o1ed svi eetaaiae) | eyed 


ov lian etd e bev teow oren rs | ated toot teilees ef 


At bw boriee etew. bas +1909 sas bags il. edt siPaety2 eee 2 a 


os Se . 
oa ae pena 0 te ld ent nent asteare be fowa.! tis be a tio 
ed ean aa easiae erat awe etd ot. sme # eg. 


ed we. oovera yd ‘te {tedden Rahs ‘ tits ) 
ew ir Sopa sta sasir a baa doadoarod 8 ern ied 


sotueras ater % sowost wood a Pes. ews Gk Ut ate 


sooraee gow ons iakogetD we é fim Sow tah 193, 90ln. a. wcanene 


etal soda bee Lor a daktod dovase & fo oto 


Ls 


8 sito eoldet eniado 9 bagwonses en, Bot 


bas vided on ap omam SeyeE. as gobs has ghee he 
bustin 9 008 * xe aractiod at at of cd thy 


ys TRS hy uM pe hoa + bot 


ares ca eae 


4 | eae , a Peis betes FAL ae 





| 
| 
| 
| 





1266. 

On April 25 we paid a visit to his own tent where some 
beautiful samples of Thibetian silverware and embroideries were 
displayed. We sampled some brandy, @istilled from milk, something 
new to mei ate a peculiar sort of cheese and drank tea with salt, 
fat and milk in it; we remained quite well, however, thank you. 

I asked for ea guard who knew the country and was promised one, 

but we had to wait until 2 P.M. before this fellow showed up. 

In the meantime I had given the Amban a nice silver watch and 
some conserved food, so I felt I had paid him well for his trouble 
to us. The interpretership from none of us fellows was suf- 
ficient to explain all things, so we left with the feeling that 
it was eueh a pity there were so many languages in this world 

of ours. 

The rest of the afternoon we went through a semi-arid 
plain full of tall bonch grasses (Lasiogrostis splendens) the 
atems of which are used by the Kirghiz women to make matting 
from which serves os a framework in their felt tents. Some- 
times when na seine failed one saw nothing but low Artemisias, 


the aromatic fragrance of which filled the air when the horses 


tramped through them; I noticed also several pinces full of 


Medicago falcata, upon which cattle and horses feed eagerly. 


At a few spots a rose appeared which I then met the first time 
in my life, viz., a small scrubby wild rose with undivided 
small leaves of a glaucus color (apparently Rosa berberifolia). 
I believe it is the only rose on this planet with undivided 


leaves. later on, in Russian territory I found « few fruits 
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yet on it. Waward evening we stopped near a Kalmuuk encampment 
and made our camp there. 

April 26, we were compelled to get up at 3 A.M. 
through the rain coming down om us. Well, it kept on raining 
until 10 A.M. then we left, all more or less wet. We passed 
through an artemisia desert and reached a Kalmuk military post 
at 2 P.M. Then it began to pour down again and we stayed in 
shelter. Toward 6 ?.M,. it became nice weather and I climbed 
between the boulders and rocks near our Sheiter and found | 
masses of a smll bush cherry (Prunus prostrata) in full bloom, 
white flowers, growing right up between rocks and stony debris 
and saw also some fine Juniper bushes. All these three shrubs 
will feel at home in dry, cold and sterile localities. We 
had long talks in the evening with the natives and heard that 
it was a bad road we would have to go by to reach the next post 
to the North of us. It would be 2 days distant and--on Chinese 
territory there was no water ab all, but on the Russian side 
there was some. ell, as we had no leather sacks with us to 
carry water for men and beasts, we decided to cross through 
Russian territory even if we had no permits to do so. 

So on April 27 we left our Kalmuk frontier guards 
(the post is called "Ghapsagsi”) and were guided by 2 Kalmk 
soldiers to the Russian frontier, there we gave them a Little 
present and entered the forbidden territory. We went through 
@ long and winding valley until we came out in erid plains 
and saw the large lake Ebienor stretched out before us, then 


we turned to the North East and soon were in a real desert 
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where between the sand and stones little shrubs of Sexaul 
and Salsola-like bushes were seen, fhe sun begen to decline 
| already and the prospects of finding water looked very bad, 
| when one of the garavan men spotted something moving far, far 
in the distance. I took the field glass out and saw thet it 
. Wee 2 men on horsebeck, We despatched one of our men to them 
and we also turned in their direction, they had seen us too 
3 and were also éprapdntly deciding what to do, Well, after 
perhaps over an hour had passed we met and they were Russian 
Customs guards out on petrol duty. We knew now that we were 
in Russia, although we hadn't been sure of it, so little there 
is in these ports of the world to show frontier lines, After 
some talks and cuestions done and made, these 2 men guided us 
—-- €o @ spring - the midst of an alkaline depression and here we 
made our camp and hed a pleasant evening, hearing that the 
whole of Turkesten wos in state of moblization, that wild apples 
grow in the velleys of the Northern Altau to the East of the 
town of Lepsinsk, that the winter is sc severe in this part 
that cattle, horses and sheep freeze to death, unless steabled, 
that heavy frosts occur all through the month of Mey; that 
wild horses and wild donkeys are seen once in awhile, ete, 
| All very interesting items for people to talk about out in 
the wilderness, 
On Friday, April 28, we rose early, the Russians 
went South and we North and having passed the whole day through 


‘low alkaline places full of reed (Phragmitis communis] and through 
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high plains full of Tamarix and Sexavl we reached a deserted 


guard house called Mode-barlik toward sunrise. I had noticed 
here and there very large Orobanches, having pale violet flowers 
and growing sapperently on the roote of some Tamarix and minor 
small desert shrubs. Some of these flower spikes were over a 
foot high and so fleshy, thet they weighed over a pound a piece. 
The Tamarix were here and there in bloom and I sew they were 
quite a different species from the ones ordinerily seen in © 
Russian Turkesten. In the hilly country late in the afternoon 
we also noticed a curious small rhubarb plant, having mostiy 

2 leaves which ley flat on the earth and which leaves are 
sometimes of a purple violet color, reminding one of that 
strange water lily, Euryale ferox, quite common in Central 
China, where the people eat the seeds, This laying flat of 

the leaves was probably invented by nature to prevent the 
Plants from beins torn to pieces by the violent winds which 
blow almost every dey in these regions here. We all began 

to eat the flowering stems which taste pleasantly sour-eweet 
and none of us got stomeach-ache or anything else from it. 

{ will therefore send you a few roots to be introduced as a 
new, wholesome vegeteble, 

On April 29 we went for the whole day through a- 
degert country, covered mostly with Artemisia and here and 
there we saw some more Rhubarb and some Ferulas, en neentaias 
to the right of us were as appallingly barren as in the vicinity 


of Khotan or Yarkend. 



















bedsoneh « bedesey ow itexal baa xhente? to Lut edkely 1 
hosiian bal J .eehuare’ ei nuuammaton er necrsnes. éi % 


1990 Siow godiqn tomo!) esedd to ex0B edersele B®. 1 
weld a bawog « weve bedat cor yoskd dash ydeed?. es bas latte. ic 
cn hots celal Riel aeae | 
nh meee yLitoatbhte eeno: ent monk: avtooqe: aastepmerventenen f 4 
noomrette odd ai atel yidavos visid edit alo sassacsise saad Be 
viddom galvad yinal dyadede Li age ecolwe 9 beokdos: 
wie perused Jette bae si¢tee. end, no tai% yok Aobte norms 
Jaded to eno gndbainor ,10lo9 telodw: olga, 2 to nemioans 
Senta mi como eginp- oqylht rode egrets 
~~ fodold gatved etd? » .ebeee. eddy tao oqo oq ‘orid ‘exedeqamteo 
edd gmeverq od eistem: ue besgnowad Vidadong. sarcownetnds 
dois eabaiw dmeloty edd yt aeoote ot wrod satedsmorevdatg 


, Seged {le of «ered: seokgouennds: wt" yah sptoe seonte ne 
Oe! oy wea 2 a a 
be ce. 
sdf cont eale audcityce, 39 rlnaedonmose- dog; au,20- ene: baa a i 
# 22 beoubowied ed of sine ceranemen deckioa 
a dquoidd yeb ofodwoedd: — sow om eS sen: a 
4 ait 4: Ais r 

brs ome bow ainboetas sohe <ihoem berowo | i 

an ivdinom a8? seeket amon tos diodes fo 

Whinboty ad ad ge awrtad. ) 





pee 








toowe~go0e ylousaaela etwas doitw enaats. ae , 






i. 

zT 

“ag aga 
z 





1270. 

On April 30 we marched during the forenoon through 
the Artemisia desert, but later on, in the afternoon we entered 
& very robling senate hints hillslopes covered with grass 
end many herbaceous plants in between, like Peonies, Iris, 
verious Unbelliferae and Lobietae, etc, Toward dusk we camped 
near a Kirghig tent and heard that there were robbers ebout. 
Well, we were on our guard more or less the whole night, but 
it was not until 5 A.M. on May 1 that 5 suspicious fellows 
made their appearances They noticed our canp, however, and 
when we made arrangements to receive them they went like the 
Wink herore we fived « single ent. 

| We travelled for the whole day through a rolling 
country full of gress and I noted much Medicago falcata 
between it, there were, however, very few seeds to be hed, 
for the winter's snows seem to be very heavy here. I noticed 
nie few rocky places Prunus prostrate again, which seems to 
be much hardier than is generally accepted. I ate some twigs 
of thisa eirub, but got some hearté-beatings from it, there seems 
to be more prussic acid in it than one supposes; I also got 
ee sleepy afterwards, I do not know whether that is a character~ 
istic of prusbic acid or not; I'll have to ask Dr. True when 
I oome back agnins In the afternoon we made camp near a Kirghiz 
settlement where a Nicmiet of the ladnscape was all the dead 
flowering stems of a tall Umbelliferae. We got together some 


of these stems and s lot of camel and sheep manure end had a 
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pleasunt fire, that is, whenever the smoke didn't blow one's 
Ways 

Tuesday, May 2, sww us tramp all dey long through 
a dry plain with bunch grass, wormwood, Umbelliferae and alkali- 
Loving plants es the only flora, Onesome places Rhubarb and 
Umbelliferas had become yellow already, showing thet their 
life was ending for this yeer, I think they must have had an 
existance of only 6 or 8 weeksg marvellous, isn't it, thet 
vegetetion still will persist under such uncongenial conditions. 

At §& Palle we came to the river Emil and after having 
crossed it, selected a cosy corner and camped there for the 
night. Age luck would have it, 2 fishermen came later on and 
sold us a fine fish upon which we feasted, having hed rether 
poor fare those last days, The leader of the caravan was 
gloomy, however, for the day before one of his teakettles 
got broken and today he lost the remaining ome altogether, 

He was a "pechvogel." 

On Wednesday, May 3, we got up et 4:50 a.m, and 
found it to be very cool; our left-over milk was entirely 
frozen, although the cup stood next to my pillow, We had a 
good bite to eat from the left-over fish and potetoes and 
after cabal merched egain through ae similar dry country es the 
day before, we sighted Chugutchak at noon, seeing here tall 
poplars end Chinese towers in the distance end at 5 P.M. we 
entered the little town which makes the impression of a died- 


out place. We were lucky to find e decent room empty in which 
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even a table and « lamp were the two conspicuous pieces of 

furniture and there I enjoyed the large pile of mail I 
received and reed until the wee hours of the next day. 

. And now es to the totel results: Material was 
not much collected, outside herberium specimens; for cuttings 
it was too late, as you may lmow, and seeds were not there as 
yet. Gains are grown in only very limited quantities and 
_ their quality is very poor and besides that what there is is 
being gotten from Russia every so many years, for both the 
Kirghiz and the Ke lnuke are pastoral reces and bestow no 
care upon field crops, What little I inspected of wheat, 
barley and smell millet wes all of very inferior quality and 
not worth its salt. | 

A few remarks, however, I heve to note down. that 
appear to me to be of value, viz. 

3 That the wild apples of Central Asie seem remark- 
ably heréy and are certeinly able to stand semi-arid conditions 
better than the apples coming from mild Western Europe, 

That the same cen be sald about the wild avricots 
and that ettenpts should be made to establsih apricot culture 
in the Northern United States, 

Thet the shrubby wild cherry, Prunus prostrete, is 
able to stand extremes of heat and of cold and sterility of 
eoil end seems a promising shrubby fruit to experiment with 


especially in the cool, semi-arid ‘sections of America, 
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That the yellow alfalfa, Medicago faloata, stands 
drought and adverse conditions to a remarkable degree and 
deserves to be sown broadcast on pasture lands in the Northern 
and Western sections of the United States, 

That Spiraea hypericifolia stands dr caught, adverse 
conditions and sterility of soil very well and can safely be 
planted in such sections of Amorica where other flowering 
shrubs do not survive great droughts; that it also can be 
introduced as a amail hedge plant in sueh sections, for one 
places where sheep and goats browze upon it, they find it 
hard to kill this shrub. 

That the grass, Lasiogrostis sphindéns, tends to 
be a very serious woed in sections with o semiwarid climate, 
occupying practially all the good land which could be sown to 
wheat; that stock eat this grass with difficulty, on account 
of the many old stems remaining on the tufts, between which the 
young growth starts, that therefore this grass should not be 
introduesd, ante under striet sontrol, 

Well, Mr. Fairchild, this report has grown to be 
longer than I wished it to be, but I hope you can wade through 


7 it. With kindest of greetings, also to all in our office, I 


remain 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N, MEYER. 
P,Se Please find a little sketch map attached. It is not 


absolutely correct, but it will serve its purpose, I hope, 
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Chugutehak, Mongolia. 
Mey 9, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
Your most welcome letter of December 31, 1910, 
lies before me and as I glance at the promotion document, 
I find thet not boly my salary has been substantially in- 
| creased, but the per diem allowance has remained the sane 
ae before, That makes it a double promotion, indeed, and 
I sannot refrain from expressing my deep and sincere thanks 
te you and also te the Secretary and to those gentlemen who 
have brought about this so pleasing state of affairs, 

It is not only the increase in salary that pleases 
most, but deeper than that ig the feeling that my work is 
considered setisfastory, e thing a fellow out in the field 
does not always mow and especially not in my particuler 
sphere of work where so much depends upon luck and finding 
reliable native assistants and where often so much personal 
effort is wasted through non-performance of duties of other 
parties. 

I hope to show these coming months that this 
promotion has acted as a stimulant in trying to obtain more 
than ever such plants and seeds for which many hardships 
have to be incurred and which plants should prove of value 


especially in the more Northern sections of the United States. 
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I am enclosing herewith a personal statment sheet, 
| properly filled out and also one in duplicate, wanted 

especially by Mr. J. B. Bennet. ir. Bennet's letter is 
glued to the envelope and I send therefore the whole affair 
as it is. I trust you will kindly turn over this envelopes 
to Mr. Bane’, 

With kindest thanks all around, I remain, Mr. 
Fairchild, 

| Yours gretefully, 


FRANK N. MEYER, 


Chugutchak, Mongolia, 
May 10, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Feirchilds 
| Among your numerous letters there are also a few 
that relate to the financial matters of our work and I will 
| take up these affairs in this message of mine. 
| Your letter of November 17, 1910, with enclosure 
| of Mr, Zappone's letter of November 5, 1916, and a sopy of 
the Seoretary's letter of November 9, 1910, all relating to 
the returning of the anexpended balance left over from the 
fisoal year 1910, I am very glad these matters have been 


getbled satisfactorily, but I can read between the lines that 





pnt PSE 

ieee taontale Lagoare: # ddiwexed gatzofone me I 
hotagw, 4801 igub rk emo ocala bas duo belitt yLreqorg 
at setvel atteneel sa .Seanel «8 sb wD xd YLlatoocss 
‘state olodx eat exotereadt baea 1 bre + eepnhorenee, ot oF bouty 
eqolovng gins rove sid ywbatal. Sipe a0, sbeared Ton iy th ob 
gen uot ead yxaton ye gies atone, avatl of 
ae etlonen 1. ~bavore Lie eaimedd. eobmtal dd IE « heaaese 
8? hte ooo & 1% 8 pawn, SartZ ebLlisot lel 
costes REMAIN BUM iy coe oorkon toacan I 





‘4 o ROEM, ol BARB 0) cos page! Raa ee ple. Bag OY OF : 


LENE Tia te oialh paleokd4 or eh dyads thggond gyn 


Le Be) . < a Pg he 2 ‘ep, a AEE +9 ae y ae Cas, ei~ ef 


s sit? » efrotontetvos Sevebiaane 


| ‘ae a aati * 


i aor z 5 ee WR a REC CIN anne Ha, ts * Le St rue Be 45 oO pare : & pena! 
is gbitdowtst yom seat 


Captions evita sldatios 
woth bate ous ye ested deem WWOY, gt bb 


os oe it botnew et aeotte 
ntonant? ett of etalon tad 


-eottteq 
soi to oseseen atrid at etistte seeds qu slats 


Sa i wee Ot eee 5 
ef to tedte. 


Soy ota. wm ayewla gor woah 





itty t baa show 00 So tedden. 


es a 
Te, oe 


wwecleas dstw .Olee 





estore: si ateg, Oh eke Sopa OR. ere x oo beam eae ne Sd orm 
Yo yqoo « ban Ofer é ‘tedmavell to ‘tesdet f stenoqqal yi 


of gutéatet tfe ote .e ‘fodmeroll Pngd rr ag 
és i . pote ye, iy cee Peay Sa 5 Yee big veg aggre ed ee “ 
Neo lod aval Gratien USteocwt sOteE soy Lao 
todd sont! onli moowed Beer x99 T dud yyltvodostettes bolston 


et: refer 


ee en ee a, ee eS I ee ee ee ee. ee ey ee 


#? twit gett seqoes avd .fom . 





a ee 


PO ae ae 


se 


| 
| 
| 





| i276, 

they have caused Lots of work to all of you concerned with it 
and now thet I am beginning to accumulate some more money 
agein I think the best thine sally will be for me to return 
the approximate balance at the end of @ fiseal year, in case 
I should have been advanced the whole amount, In ease as I 
experience now this year, where $5000 out of the $6000 was 
advanced, and where my expenses are going to be higher, by 
heving been promoted, there of course the tables will be 
turned and the Government will heave to send me a little bit, 
yet, I suppose, 

Letter of February 15, 1911, with enclosures of 
Mir» Zappone's letter of February 6, 1910, and Mr, Esterly's 
of February 4, 1911, in which documents I sce that my accounts 
for the quarter July, August and September, 1910, have been 
satisfactorily settled, My estimate was about #12285 and I 
gee it *ns become $1227 so that is ebout the same, I am very 
mugh pleased, indeed, that you and the fiseal officers assist 
me ¢0 much in all these financial matters. Had I had these 
sane experiences those years I was in China and especially 
that first year, I would have felt a much happier mortal 
there then I did, In Gase you find an opportunity, please 
extend my kind thanks also to ur, Zappone, Mr, Laterly, Mr. 
Estabrook and other officers who are having these financial 
affairs in hand. 


In your letter of March 2, 1911, there ocoura, 
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among other matters, also a few remarks relating to probeble 
expenditures and ea possible balance left over. ‘es, now that 
| I have been raised in salary and the per diem allowance has 
been retained as it was before, e thing I really hedn't 
expected at all! now there will be less left over than we 
Calculated upon. As I promised,you, however, in a letter 
from Kashgar that I would keep you well informed about ny 
financial matters, I have made out a little account and I 
find out thet expenses up to Mey 15, inclusive, will be about 
$800 and with increased salary, subsistence all inoluded, 
and also added the $956.00 raise in salary belonging to the 
quarter January, February and March, 1911, 

So that as matters stand now we have 


for the guarter July, Aug, & Sept, 1910. $1227.14 


| * * " Qcet., Nov. & Dec,, 1910 1485 = (about) 
| "4 " Jen, Feb. & March, 1911 1490 (about) 
| * © period April 1 ~ May 15, 1911 a ae (about) 

Total $49382.14( about) 


In case we should figure out the expenses for the 
renainines 6 weeke of this fiseal year to be roughly $617,86, 
then we reach the total of $5800 or only $200 would remain 
as balance, As horse hire, however, is getting higher the 
farther North we move, it may be that the surplus is not 
even as high as.$200, At the moment one hears such contra- 


‘dictory statements as regards to feasibility of going by 
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1278, 
cart through parts of the Altai, that I have no idea really 
whether high horse hire pills will figure much in the accounts 
for the remaining 6 six weeks, I will keep you informed, 
however, whenever I oan, 
With kinds of greetings, also to all in our office, 
I remain 


Yours Btespectfully, 





Chugutehek, Mongolia, 
May 11, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Feirchild: 

Yesterday I sent my interpreter seross the border 
| to deliver « package at the Post office in Bakti from where 
it could be sent straizht away to Amerioa for here in this 
place they felt unable to take such o perilous underteking 
upon them, In thet parcel are 2 mmbers, viz., 985 and 986, 
a rare Medicago and 3 Rhubarb roots and I hope some of these 
roots will be alive yet upon arrival. 

: I enclose herewith their inventory notes in dupli- 
cate, upon which I steted whatever I knew of these things, I 
also mentioned the Rhubarb in my report 2 days ago. Trusting 
this pereel will reach you 0.K., I remain 
| Yours respectfully, 
FRANK HN. MEYER, 
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Chugutchak, Mongolia, 
May 12, 1911, 
Dear Mre Fairchild: 
| So many letters I have written already and still 
the end isn't there yet; thet’s the trouble if one doesn’t 
| get mail somewhat regulerly, then one has to answer a big 
| pile all at once, 
| Well, this letter I will devote to exploration 
work in general and to future travel in particular, 
I see in your letters of January 3, January 23, 
February 10, Mareh 2 and Merch 17 that you are especially 


anxious that I should get into the Issyk-Kul region, Yes, 


now that we have seratched sbout so much in this dry Central 


Asia, now it seems indeed as if the region between Vi erny 


| 
3 
| 


and Tashkent is one of the most promising of the whole of 
Central Asia, There we have the Aleseander “Mountains ond 
the Valleys of the Chotkal, the Pskeme and the Ablatourne 
which contain wild apples, wild pears, wild apricots, wild 
almonds, wild walmuits, wild grapes, wild plums, wild pis- 
teaches and some minor things. Unfortunately the region there 
is very much sheltered and received more rain and ne than 
almost any part of Central Asia and in fect does seem to 
possess a climate not unlike that of Southern Oregon, Then 
the summers are very long and the winters relatively short. 
One could not collect cuttings until the middle part of 


November end taking the difficulties in consideration of 
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delivering live material to a Russian post office for transit 
to Amerteoa via our Consul in St. Petersburg or Moscow (which 
are the nearest routes), one would have to cease collecting 
egein the first week of Merch, verhaps even earlier, for 
apricot trees flower in Tashkent toward the end of February, 
In other words one would have to give this region the whole 
of the most valusble time of collecting, vis., the months of 
December, January and February. 

Now, I have had a special conversation with the 
Ragsian Consul here, Mr, Dolbessheff, about exploration work 
in Russian Turkestan, Well, he said, at the present time the 
whole of Russian Turkestan is in a state of mobiligation, 
owing to certain difficulties between our country and China; 
the administration of Russian Turkestan ia a military one 
and thoghhin normal times he tntonie Genorsl is advised 
by 8b, Petersburg, in times as these, he and his staff are 
in absolute power, I personally do not think he will allow 
any exploration work by foreigners to be done in any out-of- 
the-way places, but of course, you might try through your 
Ambassador in St. Petersburg. Well, now what & you think 
about this whole matter? You know how the Russians nae 
treated me on the whole and how long I had to wait for pere 
mission, notwithstanding they knew all ebout my work, and I 
almost hate to ask any more favors from them, Of course, 


is it considered necessary, then I will proceed there again 
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L281. 
this winter and I leave it entirely in your hends, 

As matters stand now I have asked my passport to 
be made up as follows: From here to Saisansk, then to 
Alteiskeia, then to Su-ok, (North Western Mongolia, just 
across the Russian frontier), from there back again in 
Russien territory end along the Tehui River and the Tehinsky 
Alps to Angudai; then over Busk and Barnsoul to Omsk, This 
trip will take about 2 months, or perhaps a Little more, for 
they say the country is going to be a very interesting one 
for wild vegetation. in Omsk I hope to receive mail again, 


telling me sanewheat more about your plans for future explor- 


ations. I also will visit there the herbarium of the Unig 


versity, the Museum and have talks with various men of 
aciencoe who may give me interesting information, Should I 
find time enough I might make a trip down to the Wo'ga, to 


Sarepta, where the promising Medicago coerulea grows and 


also the unpromising M, Cancellata and get either roots or 


seeds from them, There is alse an interesting experimental 
station near Serepta, at Valonskaia, where they try many 
interesting plants, Returning, I might go to Sysran, where 
a Plant IntroductionGerden exists where many things are being 
tried; (see your letter of Jenuary 17, 1910, with enclosure 
of Mr. R, Zonts letter of January 13, 1910.) Mr. Rollow in 
Tiflis told me thet this “ny, Woekoff, who ig at the head of 


that garden inSysran, is a very capable man, indded. Then 


f should return again to Siberie, stop at Krasnoyarsk, where 
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also a form. of Medicago cansellata occurs and then proceed 

to Irkutsk and from neraby we would go by caravan to Kiathta 

(Tiachta), then to Urge and over Kalgan to Peking, where I 
would like to arrive this sutum, From there my intentions 
were then to go as quickly as possible to Lanchow in Kansu, 
and then to return slowly to the coast, passing through the 
Kensu, Shensi, Shensi, Honan and Shantung Provinces and col- 
lecting all the persimaons, jujubes, pears, peaches and 
other good fruits for which al] these provinces ere noted, 
Shensi especially seems to be the home of the North Chinese 
formsof persimmons; nowhere in China there are said to be 
as many different sorts as at Singanfu, Hone isa celebrated 
for its large jujubes and dried persimmons and of Shantung 
we know enough from personal experiences that some of the 
finest varieties of peaches, pears and plums are found within 
Ste confines. The region around Lanchow is said to be the 
North Western limit of persimmon culture in Chins, and in 
the surrounding mountains hardy verieties of grains are cule 
tivated and very hardy shrubs and trees seem to ocour here 

and there, 
| In spring 1912 I would be then somewhere at the 
Coast of China and would be ready either to return to America, 
or better still, (from my owm personal point of view) go 
again inte the interior, Mr, Rockhill has assured me a couple 


of times, thet in his opinion the best section of China to - 
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1283, 
explore was, from our point of view, the Southwestern pert of 
the Keansu Province, there where it borders on Thibet and 
Sxechuany Very few Collectors have -ever been there and there 
are such a medley of mountains and valleys there that prac- 
tically all climates cen be found; from semi-tropical, in 
the well~sheltered lower valleys, to almost aretic conditions 
on the exposed elevated platesus and mountain peaks. I see 
you also favor Yestern Chine, so here we have « very promis- 
ing region, Later om as exploretion work should be continued 
we could take up the Szechuan Province with its mild climate 
on the whole and eiso the S. Ee Coast of China where all those 
varieties of oranges, litchis, root crops and rices are to 
be found, But, of course, those affairs come sgain later on. 
At the moment it appears best to me to stick first to those 
fruits thet show already so much promise, like Pereimmons, 
jujubes, haws, peaches, pers, and plums and of which there 
is lote yet to be introduced, 

then, in my opinion, Asie Minor and Northern Persia 
are splendid fields for economic-botanical exploration. In 
the first country there are those excellent varieties of 
hazelmts, the export of which brings the inhabitants tens 
ef thousands of dollars every year; then there are meny var~ 
leties ef cherries, of walnuts, of grapes, of cigarette 
tobaccos, edible large fruited forms of Prunus leuro-cerasus 
and many wild alfalfas end clovers, not to speak of pare 
varieties of whe&t and berley. 
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In Northern Persia we have some of the best grapes 
of the world, near Lake Urmia; while Damgan to the East of 
Teheran end Kagwin to the West supply what ere considered 
the world’s best pistaches, In the Ghilan Province the 
peach is said to occur wild. Then while I woe in Askebad and 
Merw, I heard thet some extraordinary large varicties of 
wheat oceur in Northern Persia, only a coupie of days away 
from the Russian frontier, 

In your letter of March 5, pege 6, you mention 
also the Northern end Eastern portions of British India, 

Yes, that sounds fine, tut do you know, Mrs Fairchild, that 
certain sections of Indie are made as difficult to travel 

in ag certain sections of Russian Central Asia, If you 
doubt s0, please read Ralph P. Cobbold's “Innermost Asia" 
and see how he, an ex-British officer hinse?f, waa treated 
by hiw own countrymen, Those parts of India which have ~ 
never been explored from our point of view are Nepol, Bhatan, 
Northern Assam and Upper Burma. When I was in Ken, in the 
autumn of 1909, overlooking the poplar material in the 
herbarium there I noticed P, Gambler and P, Glanta, both 

| very ornamental species of poplars, both occurking in Bhotans 
among my explorers’ notes there is one from you that Bhotan 
has to be explored for its varieties of plans, I suppose 
that in oase Mr. Stuntz could look up the botanical literature 


of Northern Indie, he would come across many interesting things. 
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fhe reason so very little has been introduced from the 
cooler sections of India inte Europe is simply this: In 
England the wood does not ripen off sufficiently, therefore 
the plants freeze back in winter and are considered tender, 
just like our Magno lia grandiflora, Pastiounte imperialis, 
Pecan, etc. are tender there, As a result such plants have 
never been distributed over Burope and logically in Anerica 
wo were never able to give them a trial, 

You also speak of western Australia and Queens- 
land to be searched through, but-«that country wouldn't pay. 
There ere too few good thinczs there end whatever there is, | 
can be gotten throush correspondence. South America is a 
better field, although nearly everything that comes fron 
there is tender, True, many things from there ean stand 

| some frost, but really not to speak of, I personally will 
| atick to Asta the rest of my life ovt in the field, I am 
gevting so used now to deal with the numerous problems here 
| and get to know things better all the time, that I will leave 
fields like South Americe, Australia, Malenesia to other men, . 


Northern, Central, Zastern and Western Asia is enough for 








one man alone, I will write it dow, so as to heve it on 
file, thet I em willing yet to stey out for another 4 years 
or until spring 1915, then I went to come back to America and 
gtart perhaps a plant breeding station in one of the sool, 
Gentes Western sections of the country, but--many things 
may come in between yet. I only write this down, so that 


_| E ? ai may count upon me for ancther 4 years in case funds are 
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there and the same policy is being follwwed in regard to 


foreign exploration work. As I love this work dearly and 


am possessed of a good health to stand the hardships con- 


nected with it, as I possess a fair knowledge of plants and 
how to propagate and to ship them, and as I am blessed with 
a rather good memory, that enables me to live on aocumlated 
kmnowledre, without having access to many books or to have 
intercourse with cultured people on the whole, all these 
things haken into consideration, I think I was born for the 
work I have been engaged in now and although better saleried 
and also easier positions have been offered me these last 
years, I have declined them, because I feel this work gives 
me greater satisfaction than anything elee. It really is a 
noble work we are doing, Mr. Fairchild, you in an office 
among your fellow men, directing things, I out in the wilds, 
others in propagating gardens, some again keeping records, it 
is all good work and it all fits into one anobher, And the 
ultimete results farther reaching than perhaps we oursélves 


now realize, That dawned upon me when Mr. Scott stated in 


Gongresa that, while the original cost of introduction of the 


Durum wheet didn’t exeeed $10,000 the present annual vel ue 

of this crop alone is estimated to be 50 millions of dollars 
and that in the very short period of 10 years, Who knows 
what greater marvels may not be found among our introductions, 


Well, this I consider a valuable letter, because it 
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toushes deeply my own future and the great field of explora~ 
tion work, I hope it receives your most careful scrutinizing. 
With kindest of regards, also to all in: the office, 
I remain, Mr. Fairchild, 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N, MEYER. 


Chugutchak, Mongolia, 
Mey 12, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 
Herewith I will try to answer your numerous letters 
and I will take them chronologically, inking it easy both for 


you and MC e 


Letter of Jenuary 9, 1911, about Mr. Swingle being 


- especially interested in dry land forms of almonds likely to 





be of value as stock, Yes, I know, but the seeds of such 
fellows are awfully herd to obtain in great quantities, In 
case my present interpreter return to Tashkent I will see 
whether he cannot get us some more, 

About the desert currant, Nitrarla Schoberi, which 
you thought Mr. Swingle wanted for sand-bidding, no, he wanted 
it for its fruits, vide. his "“emorandum on Mongolian Alfalfa" 
and some other plants, etc." as enclosure to your letter of 


December 6, 1906. I have made special inquiries among the 
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Kalmuks and Kirghiz as to its value as an edible berry and as 
an alcohol producer, but they assured me it was only to be 
eaten to a slight extent by children and otherwise they con~ 
sidered it a nuissance on account of its prickly properties, 

About those Pistaches from the regions to the 
Northeast of Tashkent, I wrote you in the previous letter, 

Of the 2 photographic veproductions you send me of Stieler's 
Iran and Turan, I am returning you again 1 copy, but I 
didn't mark it, as the regions I am in now are not on it, 
and I hsve little idea whether I will be able to explore 
Russien Turkesten again, ag matters now stand. 

Letter of Januery 12, 1911. Thank you very much 
for the name of this Mr. Rassul Galwan in Leh, Should I ever 
come to Kashmir 1 will call upon him. He oan help me but 
little in spheres of Russien influence, I came in contact 
while In Chinese Turkestan with several of these North Indian 
traders. Uany of them are keen, intelligent fellows, who 
make a penny where another fellow loses one, The also are 
- pllowed free movement even in forbidden Northwestern India, 
Afghanistan, Southern Bokhara and Thibet and should one find 
a fellow who knows plants, one could send him into such regions 
where we whites are artificially kept out through the fear, 
ignorance and jealousy of some governsents. 

About peaches resistant to menatodes, Well, I 
heven't paid much attention to that question as one would have 


to dig up roots, ete,, In case there are regions free from it, 































crs > 

as bite vrued oldthe a 20 oulay att ot a8 atdgala bas. wales ie 

we? bree eundurk way go gigerd eednad — 
od of tno ase a on bowean youd dud yieobotq fodools aa : 
‘erm TOY serhaoet of. weal 2 iva nokt ue 
aio > ould vaiwreiiio bas noxb io vd daeixo suigtle aot aeta0 | 

binge SG debeate ce ew 

weottwunis eiieise act ho pcan at wr eeteeal a $e Panna a) 
hiinntetl a gakaaet rt 
eri? ot anda elit won, senoateld emortd: sodk iat 


sretsot eootveny ons at ne etouw i sdneusinat ‘to senoder0 
a reieize Yo. om bres woy anolvoncborges meh geegneG, 8 odd sll 
L ted .vyqoo I misge voy griniede? me t ten? bee anh 

,t1 go tom ene won ak ma I gaoiget edt ea gti soem $abte 


caNSt 5 or 


a’ 


penn a olds od £ite I tenitedw sobs elstit ever 2 bap a 


it 


abn wort aretien as ,atege aadeosterT Pe ae 






ae a 
owen vier 6% Moat? olf{Qi 4.3L | 20 zestel re ae © 
hs PLE ott met ‘a 


reve i binod® vied. me en han ool aids ‘to oman odd 20 a 


« t there <i 
Sud ox ated use ) ot sete on Ste Site I tinsiasi os emo a 
wie mods oad [Livy 1 baa a’ 

“testo wh Spit : aenatiek anlasu’, ‘te arrundga ak elssil — 


f ait fem Oy 
aathed Avot eects te Saroves - neseetat sveutdo al ol kehw 
ages Ry LD Ricks im) De 
“ove ervoi le? oust ted ina aaa “dt Sa > esl serebews Hy 
7 wo ut bateorotak. wv faleoogee | 
ene eels ett sono eeuol wotter ‘toddons ened: me 2 eta 
‘4 ex 2 g#¢Y .soode ep oyla¥ Bo po “a 

vatioal erred sonido mebbieve? ned nove perros eert bewolla — 
atvie qilwiwe ae swetiet — 

her ono bios aus Sodhat ban srbio€ arerisuot eaadatmedyta 

*. quactat tapawn Ye euRe- 
nteen an odes met baron biwe eto gttaale mwonst odw woltot a an 
ios Gee Qe Poo erie eet vacibede 
a ould ote very Sqeat Ulatertisss ea eed het baslescaraalll: 
atch Tempah eit termed he 
“sadironirtewg see “KO tev Last be constonat 
“ nt \bhrcebirmae hich ace Shae OL i wee ee HOY, 

7 1 itor stoboe ane ot saadalsor nerioneg duos ne 

et > aborts” wie yabin gahdeeh. wih 
ores Bivow om eo wokiaoup tant os colsnodte slogme a 
ee Sato Lene: ee ei vate gadeus 

got mow cont enoigen ore wrends gr togle ‘get tg 


ay \@ was ee ogee Z wi? OEP 


| 
| 
4 





1289. 

it may be of some of these isolated oases in Central Asia, 
where all peaches have been raised from seeds. 

About ewnlese barleys for tir. Derr especially, 
Well, I do not think I came across any stending in the field, 
It may be that my last barley, No. 1587a, is one for some ears 
I noticed were without beards, I will keep my eyes open for 
anything like it for I, too, realize what a labor saving it 
would be to heave a perfectly awnless, hull-less barley. 
Perhaps Mr, Derr will find something good among those barleys 
I sent off from Kashgar, About the hooded barley, I remember 
Prof, de Vries had a niee plot of it grown in his experimental 
garden in 4Ansterdam, somewhere in 1894 or therecsbouts, We 
got the seeds then from Vilmorin, Andrieux & Co., Paris. When 
Wr, Dery eddresses this firm he may obtain perhaps some more 
light on these questions. He also might inugire of Prof, 
Regel, Cerealist, pept. of Agriculture, St. Petersburg, Russia. 
This last gentleman I never met, but he has the reputation 
to be one of the most competent cerealists Russia possesses, 


(Letters to be written in German.) 


Letter of January 23, 1918, with note inclosed about 


Pistacia Vera, Northeast of Tashkent. I do not think the 


mercury falls as low there as 15.4° Fahr, These mountain 
valleys are well protected and have in winter higher temper- 
atures than the plains have, In Gase you have put o copy 


of this explorers card on file, I would suggest to change the 
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wording somewhat and to make it, “Oceurs as far north ae the 
region to the Northeast of Tashkent," instead of "Occurs as 
far Northwest as the pantie Northwest of Tashkent.” I sup- 
pose it was a mere oversight as the country northwest is a 
drvy plein with no arboreal vegetation at all, except along 
some watercourses. | 

Of the wild spinach you speak, Spinacia_tetrandsa, 
I never came across it to my knowledge, I wish I had known 
this before, You want a werm-climate spinach, well, won't 


saselle rubra do, The Chinese market gardeners on Long 





Island grow lots of it and it stends cutting very well. I 
believe I mention it in the vegetable part of my bulletin 
also. There are 2 varieties of it, one reddish and one white; 
the white is mostly grown, © 

| 1911, about getting into 


Letter of February 10, 





the IssykeKul regions; I mentioned this matter in my previous 
letter, Ag to your remark about getting especially herdy 
matetiel for our fruit breeders in the Upper Mississippi 
Valley rogions, well, I got those valusble wild ew ples and 
wild apricots of which I hope some scions at last reached you 
| in good shape and~«I got them from a region considerably colder 
than there around IssykeKul. 

In a footnote to the above letter you are telling 
me about a serious pest which has appeared on alfalfa fields 
in Uteh andwhich may cause millions of dollers worth of damage 


in case it should spread, You say you will send me a specimen 
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of this weevil and @ description of the destruction it causes. 
Well, no specimen has arrived as yet so I do not know as to 
its looks, but I may say I never noticed any pest upon alfalda 
fields in my wanderings, It is one of the crops always singu- 
larly free from any insects, I just asked my interpreter about 
thie question. He hes lived many years in the vicinity of 
Tashkent and he tells me that on such places where the alfalfa 
suffers somewhet bree drought a small, yellow weevil appears 
that eats everywhere holes in the leaves so that one loses 
then a great deal of one's forage. To compete with it one 
has to weter the fields freely, 20 that the plants becone 
vigorous agein end outgrow their enemy. Could this be the 
same thing you refer too? Please send me another specimen 
in a letter c/o Ps 0, Omsk, Siberia, so I can ask here and there. 
Lotter of February 15, 1911, with enclosure of 2 
photos of the white barked persimmon near Hangchow, Well, 
now that is a curious thing. Mrs. Dr. Yamei Kin may be 
very shrewd and keen and all thet, but in this question she 
really showed herself to be @ women. A man would never have 
questioned the fect thet the trunks of these persimmons was 
really whitish by ature, Why, otherwise, should there be 
such an abrupt ending of the whitewash, why thet clearcut 
line between stock and scions and alse why should the one 
trunk be whitewashed _ to & feet above the ground and 


another only one foot? And why should I invite that gentle- 
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man, the British Consul at Hangchow, to stand near a tree, 
part of which was whitewashed? No, that is too ridiculous, 
Did you show her the white barked pine tree, also, Pinus 
Bungena and would she say perhaps that the Chinese, who are 
generally not over clean whitewash these trunks to a height 
of say 60 feet? And what she says about whitewashing the 
trunks of persiomon trees in North China, well, I never saw 
a single one being treated that way. They scrape them here 
and there, but even then but little, ff they cleaned them 
more, they wouldn't have those large, star-shaped blood lice 
which are found in elmost all persimmon orchards near Peking 
and Pantingfus 

You ask me whether a persimmon with a white bark 
wouldn't be rather an usual thing and whether the berk ordi- 
nerily isn't derk and deeply grooved. Yes, on the first 
question the answer is; whet about Pinus Bungeana, that is 


also most unusual to find a pine tree with a glistening white 





bark and on the last I may say thet Diospyros Lotus and D, 
virginiana are possessed of deeply grooved bark, but K, Kaki 
isn't that way, there the bark on old trees tends to come off in 
strips and 2. sinensis or whatever this whitebarked species may 
be simply hes a whitish bark on bright sumny days and is dull 
gray on reiny days. It is no use, however, to write Mrs, Dr. 
Yamei Kin all of this information, for a wise man always 

leaves the last word to the opposite sex; that tends to 


promote peace in this world of ours 
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Letter of March 2, 1911. The financial part I 
answered several days ago and the selection of routes of 
travel either over Nerinsk into Russian furkestan or by 
way of the Mussart Pass to Kuldja is now already past history 
again, 

Letter of March 5, 1911. Yes, I am very grateful 
indeed to you for your sympathies in ell these trials I had 
there in Chinese Turkestan, but thank Heavens, they are past 
again, nothing is eternal here and all of us pass through 
Heaven and through hell here at times, only the one gets more 
of the one and the other more of the other and periods of 
Stay are by no means equal, 

| Yes, that refusal of the Governor General of Russian 
| furkesten was real mediaeval, you used a very correct word-< 
but what is one going to do about it? It is the intense fear 
of England to have Russia as neighbor to India that keeps the 


whole of Central Asie in such en ebsurd state of seclusion 


: and teboo-ness, All those little bits of buffer states 


| 
q 
| 


minimize the danger of a posaible Russian invasion consid- 
erably~«but~-£t is all a play! Some day that part of the 
world will be properly opened up also, England allows no 
Russian subject to cross the Himalayas into Indie and Russia, 
of course, rebaliates. Sir Francis Younhusgand, a well- 
jesieen exglaewe of India and Central Asia stated a few months 


ago before the Royal Geographie Society in London that in 
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his opinion it was not the right thing for the Government of 
India to do, to keep all of Northern end Northwestern India 
in such an absurd state of seclusion and to deprive all those 
people there from heving normal intercourse with the rest of 
the world, They were deprived therewith of profiting from 
the progress oun Western civiliszetion is making everywhere, 

The photograhic difficulties are certainly freat 
here. Not only that, there is relatively little to be photo- 
graphed, but the trouble is to get the films developed and 
prints made and have everything reach one, Wow, I had sent 
off a large package of films from Kashgar to the Kodak Co, 
in St, Petersburg with instructions to send the things here 
in Chugutchak when they were ready and now I come here and 
what do I find? A letter thet the parcel never reached then, 
Well, I waited for » couple of days and drew dark pictures of 
the Russian seeret police having appropriated the films as 
suspected matter end then I sent the firm a telegram answer 
paid asking for further informetion and I got a wire back that 
the package was leter on received and wes enroute to me, 
Parcels, however, travel very slow in Russia and 1 suppose 
I will have left agein long before it arrives and I am leaving 
instructions to heve it forwarded to Omsk, When in Chins again 
I weeene most of my difficulties with developing and printing 
will cease again, for there I know some competent photographic 


firms and there one can trust the mails much better then here. 
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Later on, however, I suppose I will have to get me a 


developing and printing outfit, albeit it enkarges my baggage 


Considerably and the drying of films in those dirty and dusty 


hovels will be a precarious undertaking, 

About future world exploration mentioned in that 
letter, well, I anewered that part a little while ago. 

Your information that the root system of Diospyros 
Lotus is a different one from that of D, virginiana is very 
interesting indeed. I suppose 4r, Hume will use it to his 
advantage; now the grefting tests will have to come yet, 
showing whether it is more difficult to make it take than our 
native persimmon, Strange thet the Tamopan should have been 
killed back "In the Woods" now for the second winter, It may 
succeed, however, on a dryer and more elevated place, where 
it camnot grow se vigorously. I am really glad that Wr. Taylor 
hag such a hébh opinion of that persimmon; his opinion is the 
condenmed and clarified one of that of all the fruit sridiane 
and therefore 4t may really be thet the value of this fruit 
is going to be worth a hundred thousand dollers to the American 
public, as Professor Sargent assured me severel years ago. 

Aud lx. Piper to India, Good for him, He will 


only get a bit of the heat there in case he leaves Manilla 


on or ebout the let of July. 


I am pleased indeed to see your appropriation has 
been so nicely increased, not only that it will enable us to 


grow, but it is also a token of appreciation by those who are 
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in power to grant you more funds, 

I see you will adopt my suggestion of having a 
special envelope reserved for me to keep notes and clippings 
ine Thank you! You will find it mech easier now to compile 
an instructive and substaiibal letter to me than without it 
and if you should be too busy, simply ship the rough notes 
aa they are in lead pencil or printed or in whatever state 
they may be, then I will act upon them, 

Letter of March 5, with the 6 beautiful photos 
enclosed of the Yarrow Garden, No, I utterly had no idea a 
new garden had been established. Is this the same as near 
Rook Creek Park, I suppose se: It looke somewhet, to judge 
by the photos, like in the neighborhood of your place “In 
the Woods,” I will probably find it to be a small botanical 
garden when I come back one of these years, Well, then, I 
will admire aome of my introductions and will find them to 
be much nicer looking than I held them to be in some Asiatic 
wiliderness. | 

Letter of Mareh 6, 1911, I am taking notice of the 


fact thet Mr. Stunts will look up the floras of the Ural, Altei 


| and Lake Baikal regions. Reserve regions to look up are: 


Asia Minor, Persia, Nepel, Sikkim, Bhotan, North Assam, Upper 
Burma and, of course, Western and Northwestern China, but Miss 
Goes and others went already pretty thoroughly khroughthe 


literature of China at large. 
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Letter of Merch 7, 1911, informing me that 
accounts and itinerary report for the quarter, Octobér, 
November and December, 1910 have been received, 

Letter of Merch 8, 1911, with a little folder of 
the Dasheen ecnlosed, a newspaper clippling, Very interest- 
ing indeed, What troubles you are going in for to introduce 
a new Grop; bet it is very interesting nevertheless, I 
would like to have had a look at the tables of the Notional 
Geographic Society's dinner and hear the conversation sbout 
this topic, I hope these dasheens will do well at Brooks~ 
ville; one day we will come back and heve o dimmer there of 
hamboo sprouts and dashesns and whatever else there may be 
obtainable. | 

Letter of March 14, 1911 (in duplicate.) Yes, I 
am glad that prospects for future Oriental exploration work 
seem 80 good and that Dr. Galloway and Mrs Taylor are also in 
favor of continuation and extension of the good work, Further 
details of whet my plans are for the coming fiscal year I 
outlined in my previous letter. No, the Russian troops 
haven't moved on to Kuldje as yet, Several thousands of 
soldiers are camped et the frontier and thb whole of the 
immense territory of Russian Turkestan is in state of mobil- 
ization, all troops are ready to move at a moment's notice, 
My interpreter, whom I sent across the border to deliver a 


parcel with alfalfa roots at the post office in Bakti, 


~ 7, 
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1298, | 
Semiyetshansh Province, tells mo that everything there is in 
a sbate of mild excitevent, for the soldiers have even been 
supplied with sherp ammunition and no civilians are granted 
permission to enter the berracks. Rumors will have it that 
Russia wants the Ili-basin and Mongolie, Let us see} I 
have not been bothered as yet, but I am very glad to obtain 
your assurance that the Sevivmant is behind me and also 
that you were so kind as to write « personal letter to Mr. 
Rockhill, 


Letter, March 15, 1911, in which many matters are 


treated, I also gee you hed sent two dozen notebooks to me 


and some paper, Well, the Consul wrote me from St. Petera- 
burg that as the authorities deliver parcels to the addressed 
party only, he requested them to forward things to me here and 
expected they would reach me at the seme time as his letter, 
dated April 11, 1911. However, since Chugutchak is foreign 
territory end since the reletions with China are strained, 
that percel may never be delivered, I am leaving instructions 
to have it reforwarded to Omsk and should it not be there when 
I arrive e couple of months hence, I will make a search for it. 


It really seems that perhaps the best way to send me anything 


$m Russia is to make small packages of it and send them by 


diplomatic pouch end then to request the Embassy or the Consul 
to reforward them to me by Russian parcel post; lots of work 


you will says yes, it is, but there seems to be no other way 


‘to get around the red tape of Russian Officialdom, Thank 
















559". 
8 bee i pois Y 


“ ars 


ab at one yehiroueve: todd; wat Best ond 


eegsp side ate pres spell 


ved, tee: sired peoth tos ext io/hvgtnenetibone: i 
bovcnes BO ae q 
eee aid tds of ne borne 


ee eres he her a ; sd r he ee es 
geen ey dod aadlogaol Sua macduhld, aad aaa abaoa 


ntatdo oF baks vacant recent Sea 
oe La dna em beled at dmeamexorod edd, dad comunveoa m60y 
yntd.adt sedtel Laepyeqw i aahunteed ea belt @e ere Moy dat 
errant ato seaih Seey Sem t ebed ottnsioat - 


# ee ‘amticn jae: i 
‘ se ce 


on of ploadaian cexob owe daam | nk wey 008 08k E Das 


eta fxecttan vem dolce ma 






-sreve’ «¢& oot om aterm Ioanod senideaainilial 0g = 
hesrerhhbe edd e¢ sfectmd torkled seftiveridus exis co dnt gd 
bra esed on Of asus? bur? of emit, Aedwerpes ed vLao voued 
ssettel ald ae emit wom wih nn done ison wad Botonene 
 aplowwt-ak fadediegad? enate.gierowol iaLlel. iS ie a 7 


new ewer ed dom dt bieone one conn tamara thanked tee 


s$k 10? ciete0oe «clan fLbe T , yoomed aritaoat we siquoece ee 
nabsidyts, en. bers Ot yaw Joed walt agedteg RSET # 
ye madd bees bnedt toseyetoag Bawa lee cat-mhenlnetil 
Limo. ocd 10. yamaciest, ade. Paempers OF ster be anteusaben 
oistentn "ed Labo £ rteod dveteqenepiet ait we 


en ene cated anoea eros bm 












1299. 
you for your information as to Mr, Cook's work in Palestine 


K 


and Egypt, I also received a copy of the Diplomatic and 
Consular Service list and Miss Cremer was so kind and copied 
the list of Consuls in Russia on one sheet of paper, so that 
I Gan easily carry it about, My, we have few Consuls between 
Moscow and Viadivestock; only one agent in Omsk it seems. 

I hope to visit him when arriving there. 

Letter of March 17, 1911 (In duplicate.) with 1 map 
showing Dr» Albert Regel’s explorations around Kuldjea. I also 
received the 31 volumes of the Garten flora by Red. Book post. 
Thank you very much for the troubles you went in for in con- 
nection with this matter. I have been looking through these 
) nagazines and see that Dr. Regel certainly went around a good 
deal; his "finds" however, from our point of view, were not 
very important on the whole, And many o f the things his father 
B, R,gel désoribed as being of value in those years now cer~ 
tainly hae dropred out of cultivation altogether. I had the 
chances also of comparing some of the colored pletes Mr. 

Regel gives and the things in “Neture" and I must confess 

that the paintbrush was given liberal @mployment, I sew that 
Drs Regel had as many horses with him as 32 on his trip to 
Turfen, Good Heavens, what can a man do with so many animals, 
: It surely is an awful trouble to have so many animals with one, 
not to say of the tremendous expenses, Of course, 30 years 


ago everything was very cheap yet in these regions here and 





se@ss 

i, ay oe psehitvgesy typ 5%) aL ea ok Leads PEE VERSE: dasa datey toes 
‘eatdeeled mi tiow @ talood any ot aa woltemrotat wwoy t0% soy 
unm titers Horih dae Seb SR) ghana haange Bi en Da, ee # 

hes often fan « ont % oe # bevieset ocala I oe Ploge 
RR Rae ey Stag Ne: DER a prea. doe Agape 

_beiqos ‘hea Salt on aw sane abil bue teil eotvree 

te wet ile ages wale gad) cel) ede ov wee Bat Lereenny 
ey on coca to doode on MO ae al afvenod to dell ont 
& io gellonow Dopp leet LE. echt ede abet 
Keewted "adven0d wet eval ew ere stuode ti vriao yliese sag I 
t at rou 9 ted yhesote Seyerdttod) nome.cGm: ere ragt 
“aneee tt ‘tend at ‘taeye QEtO ‘yloo iooteovibalY bite wooroM 
ie hee gr tyeiesd a2 ogre ait, det) ote pee a ROY 
,eredt satvienwe aedw maid tlaty o¢ egod I 
mth epee nitty ae. eye ae Pie 228 2 were dasht 


qaa I dstw (vedo: iqub mI} L10f 4°f dort! to xeddal 
+ RL Ae oteed 
gale f sab bLUX napuighnad snoltatolaxs a" Logon Srod IA oid — 


rine te det } ee. ‘ig & 7 ion Mca BHT OL 
tang x08 shed ‘a eof mde ail S's ‘somutow 12 ert bevieoes 
une ae in, mg Bit vied sigs: Faas Ne: na fe |] & vest aoe 
~i09 ‘at 40 ut Snew woy seldvors edt tot doum yrev soy aeedT 
P daa eet ati ya. gAeegueg cnt tae 
overs yor gatsioo! yore ‘orad t svottan eieit déiw nottoex 
vote rote gat Meet ie tld a ich mee 
boos 4 a pauses caw int 180 aan. ott dtd eeu bre sorts 
bet ay coast. Sit ath. Aer stan amt 4 ele ya 
dos pale wot 0 ‘ntog “E50 a + 1evowod "abait™ aid tLaeb 
Bie vom edie oo dower bien yout Satoages 
xodtort errs gabe ed . o ‘yee brté .oLodw edt mo a0 dnadsoqul -vrev 
yon ae awe «REL gk & Losey hae pf 
00 wou exee “ened? al enlav se anied ea bedtvondb £ A of 
AOS eal tes reed ag. O02 eee Even 
aris bad r vredioxosie no ksevid tuo to ry Becqorth oved ginted 
4] Sagan Pe ea mete aes Deeper shes 
a eetalg peroiee ode ‘to enne ptr sec to cals seonarlo 
‘di » > 2deateie te ogi od desea (OE ices 
‘eaetnoo ‘jaan I ‘hee "evsntotl od eantdy ed¢ Se sovis Legos 
sae o har Pie 1 peered: arte te ehemece —s z 
tad wee “t " gncenn Bead isedif nevis saw es edd Jadd 
gw Teta ee ae edad ie waht Rate neg brakes Saas bene bl. 
3 ying isd aid mo $8 en abel hd bw zesrod Vitam a9 beri ss 
: @ yntety owe tao act. Seapine Biba Seah eee yer Atl. 
Santa oa 08 dvtw ob sam # mao dadw anevael boop scatter? 
SC ceppepet. eek tana. ase ee eat edo geet Satie. aeeeg. ohkmeodg.as 
2 on ‘isiw aLamtna yon 08 ered o¢ eidvont Ivthee om ak ylowa JI 
: pele, Soe paete 6m dee aa ira ere ae 
piney 06 , uasne 3 -Seaneoxe avobremott oft to yas o¢ ton 
Be dase AMR hk! gb OMA gine: iat Samrsaeiey 


baa or enolgen ened? at toy qaedo rev areas a 
Hae tg SERS | eee Dat sand at bet ego. Bavota ome 





Ve ae eet 


y im 









a he ee a ets ae oon ad Ps 


DS wa 4 eee ee 


ty a 


eee ae Se ee oo 


SL Se 


dn as Amygde 





| 1300. 
maybe he had sane very liberal grants from both the Botanical 
Garden in St, Petersburg and from the Governor of Vierny, for 


the Russians do eat times give large amoumts of money for sei- 


—entifie exploration work, For instante, they peid about 


70,000 roubles for the expedition that brought tea and ban- 
boos from Japan and China into the Caucasus; to us thet seens 
a pretty substantial sum for such e comparatively ener that 
I will probably make some notes from thene Garten floras for on | 


the whole it ig not valuable enoughtte carry them all with ne, 


the trouble with me too is that I heve not time enough to go 


in for extensive note making. ‘fhe second eopy of the map 
sent to me et Kuldja hasn't appeared es yet and will probably 
be returmed to the Consul in St, Petersburg, 


Letter of Narch 50, i911, with enelosure of extract 





of Mr, Wight'e letter dated March 26, 1911. Yes, that is the 
trouble of getting into discussion with these so-called dry 


botanists, They try to kill one with memes and with changed 


Memes even, until at last one doesn't kmow himself any more 


where one stands, ‘This is certein, that the things I sent 


a spinosissima and which species “ir, Wight now 






beriua of the Imperial Botanics] Garden at St. Petersburg and 


| they ere also listed under that name in Fedehenko's Conspectus 


Prunus lycloides does not 





appear at all! i will consider this matter as closed, however. 
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1301. 
I am returning herewith the extract which wag sent in duplicate, 

I received a more appreciative letter from lip, Wight, 
deted March 13, 1911, which letter I herewith ennlose and which 
may be filed, porhaps, as showing the world that I really have 
made contributions to various herbaria and did not stick to 
seeds, roots and cuttings only, as I was seouged of the first 
yearés 

Letter of July 9, 191% This letter I ennounced 
already from Tashkent and refers to the 25 blotter books 
designed to secenree herbarium meterial ing now, however, 
tir, Heingertner has sent me these books by Russian Post end 
I will be »blie to test them out in the field, They are a 
trifle large, however, for one's pockets and can contain 
only very thin material, Later on, however, I will be able 
to gay more about them, Mr, Cook used them too on his recent 
trip to Palestine and Erypt, didn’t he? I slso received the 
seed baga and package of labtls which Mr, Knight kindly 
enclosed in that crate of blotter booka.s 

| I am also in receipt of 4 post cards from you deted 
Februsry 17, March 9, March 10, and Mareh 11, 1911, giving 
notice of receipt of various letters and packages, 

Then, Miss Creamer send me a copy of my Bulletin, 
“*sericultural Explorations in the Fruit and Nut Orchards of 
China." It was really a peculiar pleasure to get hold of it 
and to look at the pictures I am so familiar with and to read 
the text upon which I had plodded so many a month, I saw 
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1302, 
your remarks here and there in your letters what a trouble 
the publication of this Bulletin has caused you, That is not 
nice, but--it seems to be connected with most publications of 
a scientifie or semi-scientifie nature, Although this bul- 
letin makes an agreeable impression ail around, I am sorry 
for severe] things that have been omitted in it. The worst 
is thet under the nuts the most valuable of all Chinese nuts 
hag been left out, vig,, the setae flower goeeds, I had 
written a special chapter on this plant and now that the 
bulletin has been split up, that part of lotus flower culture 
that deals with the seeds has accidentally been left out, 
People will be skeptic sbout my powers of ebservation$ Then 
I think a mep of North Central China should have been given 
in it in comparison with the coast line of the United States 
and what I nina ‘ele is a preface from your hand. I wonder 
why the printers, or whosoever had power over that, left 
that out. Then the Chinese ch»racters could also safely have 
been introduced, I[t would have been appreciated by the 
Chinese and Japanese! But as I said before, the omission 
to include the lotus seeds is a grave one from my point of 
view, I will send Mise Cramer a list of people I would like 
%o send this Bulletin to and hope in each Bulletin a slip can 
be inserted that through some oversight the article dealing 


with lotus seeds was omitted. 
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1303. 
Chugutchak, Mongolie, 
May 15, 1911, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

This morning a mail came in and it brought me the 
specimens of the Alfalfa weevil and the Uteh Agricultural 
College Experiment Station Bulletin No, 110 about this weevil, 
I immediately showed my interpreter the insects and he said 
they were the same as those near Tashkent. He never had obs 
served anything feeding upon them and said that the damage 
they do there is only slight. He never had observed the 
beetles, only the small, yellowish-white larvae and then 
only on such places where the plants suffered somewhat from 
drought and from poorness of the soil. Here near Chugutchak 
they also grow Alfalfa to a certain extent and we are going 
to inspect the fields, Later on I will let you know the 
results, 

Then, I am in receipt of 5 Bulletins of Foreign 
Plant Introductions, viz., the numbers 53, 54, 55, 56 and 
57. They are as always full of interest and are a real 
stimulus to one out in the wilds, 

This Cordeauseia edulis seems to be an interesting 
plants who would expect an edible nut from Somaliland? And 
the Medicagos from Northern India certainly may be valuable 
to us. So little is known about India in such matters. The - 
note of Mr. I, Tidestrom about Populus tremula, viz., thet 


the wood of other species also could be used to advantage 
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13038, 
‘Well and herewith I em through with the answering 






of your letters, In another message I will treat the bi- 
monthly Bulletins of New Plant Introductions, 
aa best of wigants, alao to ell in our office, 


I remain 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N, MEYER, 
Ps 8. The jujube fruits ought to heve hed a stetement 


with them whether they were naturel size or not. 
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1504. | 
in natchnaking is suggestive, In Chinese Turkestan P. alba 
and P, alba Bolleana are extensively used to make chips from, 
which are very thingand have the ends slightly coated with 
supphur and take the place of matches here, These poplars 
stand a wonderful amoung of drought, heat and alkali and 
could be planted in large plantations in nearly all of the 
Western States, They love a deep rich soil to thrive to 
perfection and when regulerly irrigated, grow most remark- 
ably fast. The Diospyros m No. 29171 is probably the 
Sapote chico, a very sweet persimmon with black meat, which 
stands no shipping. I ate many of them while in Eastern 
Mexico. I see every time some notices from the American 
Colony in Jerusalem. I wonder what these people are doing 
there, Do they have a farm? 

The photo of Bambos Tulda in No, 54 is very ine 
teresting. I wonder if you could send a copy of it with 
the éesoription to lip, de Lehaie in Belgium; I just got a 
letter from him and his is as enthusiastic about bamboos 
as ever, He writes me that should I get into Kansu (S.W. 
parts) I should by all means introduce Arundimaria nitide, 
which he believes to be valuable as a forage plant and he 
hopes then to obtein a amall package of seeds through your 
office, if possible, He has built a very large greenhouse 
at his place and has the more tender species and varieties 
planted in it and he writes me they do well and hopes I 
will be able to visit him before long we see everything. 
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The new species of pear, Pyrus gharbensis, of 
which Dr. Trabut wrties interests me very mush, Dr, trabut 
is one of the men I hope to meet yet. 

The desert Kumquat also seems to be something very 
unusual, What are we going to get out of all those numerous 
hybrids Mr, Swingle is making? Perheps whole series of new 
edible fruits and what names are we going to give them? Mr, 
Farnham in Shanghai must have been imposed upon when he got 
seeds of Vigna Catjang, a wild sweet pea, No, 29488, The 
photo of those two Nanmu trees is sp@endid, Where will this 
valuable tree crow best? ‘4n the Orizeba region of Mexico, 
also here and there in Cuba and Porto Rico and Jamaica in 
the hills! A few specimens might be tried at Avery Island 
and at Prooksville, Florida, but I am afraid the cold waves 
experienced occasionally in these localities may prove too 
much for this splendid 4auracea. 

I also received an interesting letter from a 
gentleman in Holland who takes much interest in me personally 
end in our work, His name is Drs C. W. Janssen, a well~known 
Dutch philanthropist and one of the main shareholders of the 
famous Deli Tobacco Company in Sumatra. He gives the Govern- 
ment of Ametica great praise for her energy in utilizing the 
newest scientific discoveries for practical purposes and for 
her far-sightedness in exploring the most out-of-the-way corners 


of our Blobe for useful products and last, not least, for her 



















isdatt a” ‘Sai _ om sawn tte pes ant ~s 


Ate . Vey toon oF 
yiev gebrvonos od of wnese neta dape 


wont to eetvea Sfodw aqadred” tantslan at olgntwe” .4 ‘BoLaYs 
2M “foedd evth of antos ow ba Bomar dadw bat” sie ai 
$63 en meri Hogs’ botogmt need ovat siti os a ate 
eff 88808 V0 ,9eq Soowa bite a pits! 
atas ‘Iitw erent’ ‘phbmeage er ave” warts - So" ober . 
otrelf to nokyet sifostxO edd ml” ah oa ig weenie 
nt eotana fos oon odt0¢ bia” add in: “Protea ert oat 
healal yreva fe betes ed Sigter diifbait next ro? x parce ~~ 
aevaw bloo edd blevts ma I dud sabtrott “it fevedtethe ae iz me 
bo3 ovory yom eit fsool oasit ai. sett aibiitnoee: boonetiegxe f 
| ° ve baitiiel b saute nae aU Hille 


8 mort sedset PUR re nig osts ges toneb ont P F 
















yilenoetey ent a? deeretet dower sede ‘ortw Saalfor mf meat 
meort=ffow # \meseeret WW LO Sa bE Sith” d.28 Show se Bh oo 
edt Yo. atenae atom oft %0 ‘po “Baw a aie 











1036. 


_. generosity in putting et the world's disposal things which she 
B | 


herself obtained after mich labor, He also asks me a question. 
One of his relatives, a landowner near Cologne, a young man 
yet, wishes to visit America and study some methods in regerd 
to cattle raising, cultivation of fodder crops, fishery, ete. 
Wow, he asks me who would be the best man to go to to get the 
most information from, But what shell i write him? There are 
sO many specialists in Washington that I hardly know what — 
names to give him, i think I better refer him to you and 

that you be so kind and put him on the right trails, He has 
the intentions to come in 1912, 

Well, now I have finished I believe my main cor~ 
respondense with you. Now some minor corre spondence is coming 
yet and then we are off for Saisonsk and mpyeexperience again 
some red tape at the hands of the Russians. 

With kindest of regerds to all of you, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK WM, MEYER. 
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ITINERARY REPORT FOR THE PERIOD JANUARYZ FEBRUARY and MARCH 1911. 


OF FRANK N, MEYER, AGRICULTURAL EXPLORER ON SERVICE IN THE FIELD. 


wendy 


left Tugutchak, Chinese Turkestan, at 9 A.M, 
Collected elm cuttings enroute, Arrived in Kashgar 
‘P.M, Visited British and Russian Consuls and 
obtained mail. 


» 


Paid bilis at Russian post office, looked for a 


-guiteble house to live in, had beggage transferred, 


house fitted up, ste, 

House fitted up, baggage unpacked. Conference with 
British and Russian Consuls about prospective travels, 

Trip to the Chinese city, to buy of] paper to pack 
cuttings in. 
| Conference a Raseten Consulate about future travel 
in Russian Territory, Telegram sent to Governor General 
in Tashkent. a 

Unwell, Heavy sepbhenaiies, in Rashes. 

Unwell. Received shipment of rices from Yarkend, 

Correspondence attended to, Native cuide paid off 
and sent back to Khotans 

Correspondence attended to, Seeds cleaned and sorted. 

Correspondence attended to, Cuttings of fruit trees 
collected in Kashgar. | 

Conference with the Russian Consul in Kashgar about 
future travel, Cuttings of fruit trees collected nee 


eel meee oe THAUREEE scanswugipttes GOLSES aut AOL soa YHASZMI TT 
a phe BOO Dw aN ea oy a2 ee leO pee, 


mia art ant or sore = > maT avo LDA eam, of MMART 1 
. 4 co ak Kone SaPiw futadds “iebed 


ay shed ine ee ea 
vaso le apne tates ela “2S Ghe 


| Mad @ te wasted ‘anes ‘cladougut ‘ded 


piey F ds a wie i P| Soy « at ‘22 Fe ‘se @! y 2 SRO we 


nein nd ‘boris aston ‘egatetue mhe bessellod 


mitt gi Biwoer Bele a bates oa’ ano ‘ 


bers 2 iven00 matoeus bes dats bosiai¥ oat £. 


» eee ; eS ' ite td seed FRED 3 

croc ponkatte 
os ph eleitazooge 

8 102 | bestoo! oottie ‘nog aeteeni de aifid biat 
ay rt ; abe Saat Sey 


.soritaners enanaed bait ort py saved oldatiue - 
Bei, itm etd of od 


agy beddit eeved 


CHAS i) 8 


208) od app lomednk oat 


ols tw ooneeetny? apeionnte pli phe eewoll 


3. 
eet tot 7 
-e Loven ovisooqeore diode eiwer09 na te oufh bos deidied 
ros WN hoy Ae he RA ROgE oe 
>. 


toa oe ogee ito > ot wie seed vend of qitt 


ehh 2) ae io ete ow ed? base Fey 
ae santisue 
aes fe eas 54 eee 


sisted hash dwoda ovetuencd neteand ne: eoaeretned 


o of cerheere ‘ees Shs 


tenon waenenel of non > srrgelet sewodirie? nobeent mk 

ean fry nt OE yee 41 Lewnt 

sdaentenY aot aoois to ¢nemgida bevieveh »«ilowml 

Tio bieq ebing evivall ,o¢ bobnedta acnsbacgeeried 
attadodd o¢ dosd one bae 

sbesioa bos benselo shook 0d bebnodtes SenoinogeasIod 

reer tivtt lo agntddu) .o¢ bebmotia Sorehaeqaeriod 
etagdeal ak batention 

facda tagdeak of fuanod aeleesA edd dAdiw eoneTe 20) 
amex botoelloo seort thot to egutédud sfovest owt 





yam Oe 
& 


De: iy ome niet 


erry’ tate 


edooudsles? sh 


OS ae a, ee ee 




















, 


et” Sader 


@ $ 
at 


1308, 

dJanuery 

Kashgar, 

12 Cuttings of fruit trees packed in for shipment to 
the United States. Packages refused at Russian post 
office on account of the mail bags being full 

13 Inventory notes written, sorrespondense attended 
to, seeds cleaned, 


14 Inventory notes written, correspondence attended 


to, seeds cleaned, 


LS ‘Beainbotanical works, 

16 Seeds cleaned, 

17 Journey to Chinese City by cart, to buy packing paper 
and seeds. : 

isl Packages with cuttings gecepted at Russian post office 


and customs house, Correspondence attended to, 

19 Correspondence attended to and mail sent off. 

20 Cuttings of fruit trees collected, 1/2 day's horseback 
ride fron Kashgar, 


21 Correspondence attended to, Seeds cleaned, 
22 Correspondence attended to, Seeds cleaned, 
23 Correspondence attended to, Seeds cleaned. 
24 Gorrespondence attended to, Seeds cleaned. 
25 Correspondence attended to, Seeds cleaned, 
26 Conference with British and Russian Consuls, leil 
sent off, | 
27 . @onference with British and Russian Consuls, Cor- 


respondence attended to. 8 varieties of rice bought near 


Kashger. 
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- January 

28 Banking matters attended to, Cll paper made to pack 
cuttings in, 

29 Unwell. 

50 _ Inventory notes written, Negotiations with cartmen. 

31 Inventory notes written. 

Fobruary. 

1 Inventory notes written. Seeds packed in for shipment. 


‘Interpreter ill, 

2 Parcels with seeds accepted by Russian post office 
and customs house, Tin cases bought to ship grains in. 
Interpreter il]. 

3 Pin oases sisaned Negotiations with cart mens 
Correspondence attended to, 

% | More tin cases bought. Seeds and greins packed in. 
Interpreter still ill, 

5 Correspondence attended to, 

6 Correspondence attended to. 2 parcels with cuttings 
sent off, & lerge tin cases with grains delivered to the 
Russian Custems house, 

7 1 box with herbarium material delivered to the Russian 
customs hensine fransfer of 8 tin sasese and 1 wooden box 


from customs house to bank, connected with many minor 


matters, 

8 Correspondence attended to, in connection with ship- 
ments, — 

9 Correspondence attended to, in comneection with ship~ 


aes ‘) ments, Contract made with cartmen. 
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February 


10 


ll 


12 


15 


15 


16 
Li 
“16 


19 


Mail sent off, farewell visite paid to "le Corps 
Diplomatique*® in Kashger, Left at noon by cart; arrived 
at 10 P.M, in Yamaneya, 

Left at 6:50 AsM., arrived 2:30 P.M. in Feisabad, 
visaing of passports by Chinese officials, stayed there 
for the night. 

Left 9 A.M. all day enroute, arrived 6 P.M. in Lango. 

Left 7:50 A.M. dl day enroute, collected botenical 
material, arrived at dusk in Ure-dalik. 


Left at 7:30 A.M, All day enroute; collected cuttings, 


galls, ete, Arrived 3 P.M, in Kara Kuldjing, stopped there 


for the nights 

Left at 4:30 Ayu. Want all dey long through the desert. 
Arrived at 4 P.M. in Marale-bashi, Ate fish and got very 
unwell frou it, the interpreter, guide and carter also, 

Rested for the day in Maral-bashi, ell unwell still. 
Bought some fine winter melons for seeds, 

Left Maral-bashi at 8 A.M. All day enroute, Arrived 
at 3 P.M. im Arwagh. Stayed there for the night. 

Left at 7:50 A.M. All day enroute; collected Tamarix 
cuttings; arrive at S PsMs in Tumehuk, Stayed there, 

Left at 7 A.M. All day enroute. Collected some en- 
tomological material, Arrived at-5:50 P.M, in Yak-Kuduk. 
Stayed there, 
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22 


25 


28 


27 
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February 


Left at 7 AM, All day omroute, Arrived at dusk 
at Tohi~lan, 

Left at 7 Agi, All day enroute, Arrived at 4 P.M. 
in Sehul-Kuduk, 

Left at 7 A.M, All day enroute, Arrived at 8 P.M, 
in Biswaryk. 

Left at 6:50 A.M. Arrived at noon in Yengi~shar, 
visited the market there. Went on to Aksu and arrived 
there at 4 Pyle Reoeived various notables there and 
moved to another inn. 

In Akeu, Had baggage transferred and unpacked, 
inspected grain market, collected samples of soil, 

Received various officials. 

| In Aksue Took photos collected outtings of fruit trees, 
 Peid official visit to the Taoted in Wengi-shar, bought 

packing paper for cuttings. (Rev. Wm, Hunter, English 

missionary, acted kindly as interpreter at my visit to 


the Teotai,) 


Obtained 2 sacks of the celebrated rices from Aksus 
Had negotations with horsemen, «6 new guide, had passports 
vigaed, etc. 

Negotiations with a new guide, pack horses inspected. 
Supplies bought for a $ weeks’ journey in the mountains, 
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Horsemen not willing to depart today; negotiations 
about it. Postponed until tomorrow, More supplies bought 
in Aksu, 

| Left aksu at 10 B.M, with caravan of 6 horses. 
arrived at 6 P.M, in a villege called Dehan, 

Left et 7 A.M, All day enroute, Arrived at 4:50 P.M, 
in Arwet, at the foothills of the Thien Shan Range. 

Left at 7 Avil, All day enroute, Arrived at 4 P.M. 
in Kigil-bulek, Stayed there for the night. Had negotia- 
tions with another horseman about horse to be added to 
oerry feed for et least 10 days, 

Lott et 7:30 asm with 7 horses, All day enroute, 
Gollected cuttings and seions of various trees, Arrived 
at 6 P.M, in Yengi«malah, alt, 7960 feet, Stopped there 
for the night, Obtained © rare, black, hull<less barley, 

Left at 7:30 A.M, All day enroute, Stopped fbr the 
night at Eailik, Alt. 8450 feet, 

Left at 7:50 aem. All day enroute through e wild 
ravine, Stopped at 5:50 at a resthouse called Tangha-Tash 
at the foot of the great Mussart Glecier, Alt, 9700 feet. 

Left at 8 asm, Ascended the dreaded Mussart Glacier, 
were on it for 6 hours, At 4:50 pem, reached a point 
13100 fest above sealevel; at 7 Pets made camp in the 
open at an alt, of 11000 feet, Very cold} 
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After a sleepless night on account of the eold and 
the high altitude, left at 7 A.M, very tired and seb 
from the cold, reached at 9 A.i, a rest house called 
Kayirlik, alt, 10,200 feet, Slept and rested a few 
hours there, then moved on to a Kimak camp called Idine 
Kul, alts. 3,500 feet, Stopped there for the night, 
Collested today cuttings from shrubs at very high 
altitudes, 

Left at @ asm. Went for the whole day through 
splendid spruce forests, (Piees Sehrenkiana), Collected 
cuttings of various shrubs, Arrived at 2 P,li, in Schutte, 
alt. 7,360 feet. Stopped there for the night. 

Left at 9 a.m. Tramped all day through snow and 
slush, Arrived at 6 P.%, at a Kolmuk settlement, called 
Ghilens Alt, 6400 fect. Made quarters in a stable (the 
only building that wea somewhat clean }) 

Left at 10 peme Crossed a deep wateroourse (Tekes 
River), tremped through snow and slush the whole day. 
arrived at 5 P.M. in Kurre, Stayed there, Alt, 7,100 feet. 

Left at 10 asm, All dey enroute through a hilly 
region, Treils in extremely bad condition, on account 
of the thaw heving set in. At sunset stopped at a amall 
Kalmuk settlement called Tuwan, Alt, 6,850 feet, 
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A heavy snowfall came dowa overnight. Scratched 
the snow eway and grubbed out roots of a rare alfalfe 


Left et 1 Pee anidst the 





noting of a snow and naa storm, Hed an incompetent 
guide with us; made a round-about way as a result and 
marched until midnight before finding a settlement, 
Stayed then in Rue-bashi, Alt. 4900 feet. 
Left at 10 asm, All day enroute, At 4 P.M, stayed 

at @ Deungan settlement, called Tohoa, alt, 4300 fect, 
Were at night ith 6 different nationalities in a Kirghis 
tent, Collected seeds and roots of a rare olimbing 
asparagus, 

‘Left at G9 asm, Collected wild apricot scions, 
Arrived et 5 P.M. in a Sart settlement, called Kera- 
Bugeai, alt, 5900 feet bought a rare, yellow wheat, 

‘heft at @:50 asm. Rein and hail falling, Col- 
leoted scions cf wild apples and wild apricots in aftere 
noon. Toward evening a snow etorm same, intermixed with 
sleet and hail; found at last a shelter at 8 gums A 
Sart settlement,called Chong Djighilan, Alt. 5850 ft, 

A heavy snow fell all night long, also at intervals 
the whole day, Could not proceed with the horses, Col- 
lected in afternoon scions of wild apples, wild apricots, 
euttings of willows and Loniceras, grubbed out roots of 
an alfalfa, Medicago falcata, cleaned clothes of vermin 
and took some welleneeded rest. 
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Left at 10 asm., light snow falling. Tramped through 
deep snow until 1 pam, Collected botanical material 
enroute, Arrived at 7 p.m. in @ dart settlement called 
Tuxtare. Alt, 2650 feet. 

‘bef at 10 asm. All day enroute, made camp in the 
open at sunset. Alt. of Camp 2400 feét had a fire of 
Artemisia roots, quite confortable. 

Left at 6:30 a.m, At neon crossed the Tekes river 
by primitive cerry at a place called Yamatu; collected 
cuttings of trees enroute, stayed at 5 pym, et a settle- 
ment called Bey-Tugan. | 

Left ab 7 notte All day enroute. peuteed at * Sine 
in Kudkja or T1i ae tho natives prefer to call Ste Found 
a dirty im and unpacked baggage. 

Visit to the Russian Consul, to a Beigian missionary, 
had talke with the Russian postmaster about ascepting 
parcels, ete, Correspondence attended to. 

Visits received fron various official end non-offieial 
people, legotiations with horsemen and a new guides 

Paid official visit to the Tactai of Kuldja end to 
the Prefect, Mr. Raemdonck, the R. Ce missionary acting 
ag interpreter for me, Passports visaed, O11 paper 
bought to peck cutgings in. 
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Inventory aetes written, 

Inventory notes written, Cuttings packed in. Visits 
received of various people. 

Inventory notes written. Cuttings packed in, 

Inventory notes written, Cuttings packed in, 
Negotiations with horsemen and new guides, no suitable 
men available, 

Parselg with cuttings sent off, Correspondence 
attended to, 

Correspondence attended to, Grains packed in, 


THE END» 





















ae ee eS ete Fs vgs ve i haa evs ae he Pg ees 
Bm ws wie A em " wedyis hed Ss, Fiat 


etiely ae deeneehuoniaii 


et 








ea AOE nS? ke belt ; ees Bs i i be te ML. ee. 





otek pexiong egeksoad ‘sendin idk shineeeiaaiiial 
ak Reload agmitin® \aotdtew es cca 
oldatin of ,wobieh weer bow teen : 
ENG COR OS ig a alee nei 
enamel Yio dese agnideye dttw ploowt 
Ne re TS. QE RPE ails hy! . hh RS oe oes ipeinmnraeun, 
Vee becloney ent au ° oh bebredia eonctsogeert00 5 
pope? we SL Sate binge « 
ee: Mee ee Tote hue 
‘ “8 .¢ PD, Aid wt ery OC e Tae are FY) ALE oun, sakcpibves wed nd 





OL RE SASS, RMR taanagicec bigae qs a. a 
ites 3S ° Pty SK Oo 4, glare Se A May 3 of GRRL .sseots 
witinee Sk Appi “CEN Th SOE eds ia. oo eS te eked Beat». 
ail Space, nde te lll ia niacin 
ie ee ee Lee ee eT 
of! . ‘2 OSS. 2 bee ageism oe Be Be Bie te here i werd goe 
fea ‘ ath aus ee Spat Sa aa, My, PRE hae. satailzie oka, ; 

Thani ekg 0 tlle. eT ene be ait 

ew Tae cia ke oad we: 


oF Z 





1317. 
Chugutehak, Mongolia, 
May 16, 1912. 
Mies Grace M, Crome, 
Executive Assistant to Mr, David Fairchild, 
U. 3, Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C4, UsS.A. 
Dear Miss Cramer: 
Your kind letters of March 16, 1911, giving me a 
. list of American Consuls in Russian Dominions and of March 26, 
1911, telling me of the pleasing fact thet my bulletin has 
come out at lest and that you are sending me a copy of it, together 
with Mrs Oliver's Bulletin, “The Seedling-inarch and Furse~ 
plant cevheds of Svepeuetien,* whieh I think is an extremely 
 dwberesting bulletin, (They both reached me 0,K,) And por 
you will be glad to receive a list of persons te whom T would 
like to send one, Well, I will just snap at this opportunity 
end on } or more geperate pages I will give you some names, 
I wish, however, that in each Bulletin « little slip could be 
4nserted upon which was typewritten or printed thet through 
sone oversight for which the author was not responsible, the 
article on Lotus seeds has accidentally been left out, And 
on the right hand upper corner of the covering of these 
‘pulletine I would like to see written the following words, 
‘With compliments of the authors” 
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Of course, I do not expect the work connected with 





this sending off to be done gratuitously and I expest the bill 
of postage, envelopes, eto,, 48 Boon 48 you are through with 
mailing them, i 
‘In onse Mr, Peirchild is sending some to sobs 

address I am giving also, please consider then the addresses 
ag not given. I also am not going to make any distribution 
in Washington because you all can get one if you feel inclined © 
to do 680. | 
| Well, thanking you in advance for the peine you ere 
taking with this mat or, I remain, Miss Cramer, 

Yours sincerely, 


FRANK N. MEYER, 


Py 3. In case you think 1t is advisable to add a few 
memes, please do so, or in case you think that people like Dr. 
. Baunders of Ottawe cet a copy amrhow, then better take them 
orf the list, so that a few coples remain yet as reserve. 

In case I amgoing agein inte China, I will probably 
order 50 copies to give to those who take an interest in our 
work or assist us in obtaining things, 
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Seisensk, South Siberia, 

May 81, 1921. 

Dear Mr, Bisset: 
| Your interesting letter of March 1, 1911, reached 
me a few weeks ago, I am very clad, indeed, that the semi- 
double yellow rose is soing to be propageted at last on a 
larger scale, You will soon get inguiries about them, in 
tase a notice was placed in a gardening paper. Yes, it is 
a good plen to held seeds, cuttings end seions at one of the 
gardens, testing them first, before casting them broadcast 
over the country, I had a telk with your predecessor, Mr. 
W. Fischer, about this matter, The big trouble was then, 
not rogm encugh at Chico or at Ames to de such things, Now, 
however, since several gardens have come under our sway, this 
policy ought to have a better chance, And this Temepan 
persimmon, well, it is surely wonderful what you write me 
about planting 680 many of this fellow and the interest being 
taken is ite Ho, my Tamopan needs absolutely no processing t 
Chinese eat thom often while they are perfectly green yet, 
and alViough they are not ‘eaten then and only slightly sweet, 
they ere not at all astringent. 

About those Chinese dates or jujubes. Well, vrs. 
bes: Yamei Kin may be quite right that there are still larger 
dates sold on the Peking market, You know that the Chinese 
heve as a rule many varieties of fruit in an oreherd, now 
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there is all sorts of variation to be seen among these fruits 
and es many seedlings are allowed to grow into bearing trees, 
the process of obtaining new varieties never stops, hence sone 
fruitgrowers may obtein extra large or very excellent fruits, 
which appear then on the market. I kmow that the largest 
varieties haven't been introduced yet, for I could not get 
them, as they had given me, apparently on purpose the wrong . 
memes Of villages near which certain femous sorts were said 
to exist. This winter, however, i will try again in case I 
ghould be out in China, I know now also that ail possible 
pains will be taken co make the scions live, a thing thet 
was not considered necessary when the Chico garden was in 
charge of a certain incompetent pay-drawer, called Maier. 

We have had all sorts of drewhacks here in. Saisansk, 
Firstly, 3 daya’ hard rains; then mo pack horses available; 
then pessport matters, Siow et last we found some fellows who 
will take us farther north, through a littleseknow stretch 
of country, where much vegetable richness is said to exist. 
Their carts and horses have to be refitted again and a couple 
of days will pads ye afore we are on the road agains Yeoster- 
day while im the mountains, I found the rare shrub Daphne 
altaioas de you know whether it is in culture already? 

Well, I conclude with beat regards to you all, 

Yours Sincerely, 


FRANK WN. MEYER. 


Lae 


etignt asorlt srome avo od og nolvalnev te ade ifn el evedt | 


oon gorssed dad woxg o¢ bewolle ote eyit tbeoe ‘pst ee bra 
snoe cone ,eqade Yever seldeitay wor gelobséds 10 eeeoote ot 
divert tuollese yrer a0 — aidee ihetde yeti snoworgi huvt 
desyted ont cade wom J ~ -ceeinem etd 20 tots Mogg Hot dw 

jon don pluoe I 10%. 4d0y beoubowad need Paeved weltemer 


| {rouw sie saaging wo y ienonedET cont sir Bait yet a ity 


biss @iew edwoe eon ccdodwee Asin aon auge itty Yo ieotter 
T camo wf ateys qe ELiw 1 ,sevewod jredal eft «ye Ee os? 


vidieaoy [le tec) oede wow wotnl. I -,ankW) ob ele’ edebiveda? 


teddy, slid @ ,e0it anoles’ eA? efent os menlad od ftw esikog 
ab-eow sebtay cots’) ext nosy yusssoven Horebtenve' don! baw 
eich bollew iowath<yer éreteqmoont nintyed # to eptede” 
Meneeist of ovat tivedwerh to edvoe Lie bad evel oF 8 OI 
,oldalteve seerod Mosq on eld gaetet bret tread’ & yeisenkt 

ofw gwolfel onse bavet ew veal te wot “ saroddam dtoqebeg sent: 
datowe nwombetdsht # tgeotrit Assos! rode? eb edad DO 
Jelixe od biee af seeniott eldatesev Sour ereeite, «¢hoahou me? 
elo. B bre niage bestT tet et oF eved coated Bae edtao ated” 


~aeoY .tiage baot ede ao ets aw stole sey stag bw syab to” | 


exiigad duis ener edd bayot 2 jorkedneo oid abo ltiw yap! 
 fybswrle waive wi eh oh wedtdodw woadt pears isoledis | 


ihe wdy oo einegen deed ddiw ebotengo’t pitew § heen! ae - 
| petovpends etpefivos gucci wit .2e hlas wciad 
pQUN 4 BAaRE 6) bo aml nitws cer alee w ee ord | 


PO ae as OR ee PPE a ee ee ee 
















1321, 
Saisensk, South Siberia, 
dune 1, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild; 
My wishes were to have been farther into Siberia 
at this date, bute-fate has been against it. We have been 
experiencing here all sorts of delays; rain for 5 days in 
succession, no peck horses to be had, Mussian holidays, 
passport matters, etc. Now, however, we have found two fel- 
lows willing and able to go ferther north over a little- 
known road bit their carts and harness had to be repeirdd 
and that would teke a few days, The day before yesterday 
we signed a contract and if all goes well, we will leave 
tomorrow first for Marke Kul where some wild berries and 
forests of larches are said to exist and then to Alteisk 
on the road Somiealatinsk-Uliasutai., Since we have been 
delayed now a good deal I think I will have to cut my plan 
short of going much in the Altai and I may go from Altaisk 
over Sewipalatinsk to Omsk. The more age I have to send in 
my accounts for the passing quarter, have to wkke about balance 
and want to be somewhat more in couch with post offices and 
banks, Mail I hope to receive will advise me about noxi 
year's program and I will have to make my plans accordingly. 
in Omsk there is also a great agricultural exhibition to be 
held and naybe we are able to pick up something good in the 
Mine of grains and fodder plents. 
iy My journey from Chugutchek to this place here lasted 
| a days and was rather uninteresting. The country we passed 
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through is semiwarid end almost without population. Then we 
had rain and the weather wes unusually cold; the few wild 
rosebushes, Spiracalypericifolia and Caregena sp. along the 
roade were nearly ali badly frosen end as if that wasn't 
enough yet, on the fourth dey out while the rein was pouring 
down, our large wazon fell over while going on an incline and the 
bucket with tar which bmig underneath the wagon and with which 
substanse the people here in these regions grease their axles 
emptied itself on our bedding and beggage with an effect 
‘potter imagined then deseribed, Well, a journey of this 
natmne one hes 26 be thankful that nothing worse happens, 
for it could be worse, & watercourse was only a fow yards 
off and everything could have tumbled into it. We had the 
good luck again to find hospiteble shelter at sunset in a 
Kirghiz felt tent or yurt ag they esl] them, and dried our- 
selves as woll as we could. The great troubles, however, 
fin these yurts ere: firstly, utterly no privacy; secondary, 
multitudes of fleas and often lice even and, thirdly, the 
bleating of — and kinds and the erying of children at 
all hours of the night, tends to make one's sleep rather 
uneasy, The one consolation is thet one lives the life of 
the’ people and congratulates oneself that one was born among 
more elevating surroundings. 

Well, having left Chugutehak on Thursday, Way 16, 
“is.l, we arrived in Saisensk oa fuesday, May 23, 1911, the 
Little town made a pleasing impression with its willows, 
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poplars, clus, rowens, etc, We presented ourselves to the 
customs house authorities and to the police, keeping in ning 
that the best way to escape a danger is to face it. Then we 
found # Russian im end stayed there. It looked clean, but~- 
looks are often deceiving in this sud world of our} At least 
I have boen bitten so badly these last nights by octurnal 
visitors and have caught such multitudes that I really an 
beginning to marvel at the numbers an innocent looking inn 
is @ble to herbor, in my dreams « clean room looms up in 
the far distance a¢ an ideal which may be mine one of these 
days, but-«unot very secon 

The day before yesterday I made an excursion in 
the neighboring mountains, accompanied by my interpreter, We 
found quite « muuber of interesting plants, vias, the real 
Wild cnioa (Allium cepa }» the rare Daphne Altaiea, a promis- 
ing shrub for the northern regions of the United States, 
Larix aibtrica, fit for pole supplying purposes in the North 
West, Lonicoras, Pranus pedus, Caragana pygnaea(?), Populus 
suaveclens, Crataezus sp», Salix sp., Cotoneaster tomentosa, 
Sorbus aucuparie, Ribes grossularis, Berberis adenopoda, fhen 

masses of Peonies, forget~me-nots, primroses, Anemone sylvestris, 


Irie sp., Troliius asiaticus, Campanula sp», @kamatis sp. and 
Meany minor plants; altogether a very interesting flora, Seeds 
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| LS. 
coming journey I find something yet, I picked up here in 
Saisensk 2 varieties of driedcrabapples, which may be of 
value to the Northwest, I hope to send them from Omsk, 
Well, Mr, Feirchild, this is about all, with 
kindest regards to you all, I remein 
| ‘ Yours ronpestfu os fully, 
PRANK Ws MEYER. 


Oagk, Siberia, 
duly 4, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Pairchild: 
fhe day before yesterday I arrived sefe end sound 
here in this rough city and heave been receiving lots of mail 
these three days here, fhe trip through the Altel was an 
| interesting one, though not se much from an economic botani- 
cal point of view, ‘The regions there are so wonderfully 
cool that few plants from the higher levels will find them- 
selves ab home in the United States, 
| Well, leter on more, I am in good health and 
spirits and hope the sume from jou all. 
Very sincerely yours, 
FRANK WM MEYER, 
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1325. 
Omsk, Siberia, 
July 6, 1911, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild; 
4a Two days ago I send you by Registered Russien 
sample post 2 @umil packages containing cuttings of a wild 
yea eurrant and numbered 987, iI am herewith enclosing their 
inventory note in duplicate, I do not expect many of them | 
to live upon errivel in Washington, but « few may pull through 
yet in case they are put in in some cool, shady corner, where 
they oun be protected against « possible veryeearly frost, so 
as to allow them to ripen off the growth they may make, I also 
tried to carry some roots of alfalfas and alpine plants which 
I eolleoted on this last trip, but they decayed enroute, The 
sumer ig no time for such thinges 

While in Busha, few days ago, On June 27, 1911, I sent 
you a telegram, or rather sent it to the Secretary, stating 
thet I had $500 balance, I hepe they handed you that telegram 
at an early date, 

I heve a whole lot of work before m in attending 
to the pile of mail T received, in labeling and shipping off 
of herberten material, making up reports and accounts, etc. 
Then, my present interpreter finds traveling, too, tlresone 
and will depert within a few days for Turkestan sgain where 
he finde St more to his 3iking than heres 1 wu on the Lookout 
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1326. 
I haven't received any letter as yet in what region this 
coming year's work lies and I therefore cannot make final 
plans as yet, 

The agricultural Exposition here is only half 
finished, but promises to be quite interesting. The weather, 
however, is very warm and exceedingly dry; feed has gone up 
in leaps and bounds on account of the drought. 

i received part of the photos I sent off from 
Kashgar and will send you them within a few days. 

Well, later on more, with best of wishes and 
‘greetings, also to those in the office who know me, I an, 
My, Fairchild, 

Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N, MEYER. 
} 
Pe So  — expect the whole month of July will be consumed 


in getting all things finished here, 
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| | 1527. 
OQngk, Siberia, 
July 12, 1911. 
sé Dear Mr, Fairchild: 
Please find enclosed my accounts for the past 
| quarter, April, May and June 1911. The totel amojnt de 
roughly $1415; this with the rough total of $4275 of the 
preceding nine months, makes the grand total $5690, or 
roughly $5700 and therefore there is a balance of $300, like 
i wired the Secretary from Busk on June 27, 1911, 
Trusting these accounts reach you safely, I am 
Yours respectfully, 


| 
| 
| FRANK N, MEYER. 


| Explanatory Note in regard to the Currencies of Chinese Turkestan, 
and especially that part of Chinese Turkestan that borders on 


Russian Doneins. 


Although nominally Chinese, the border sections of 
Chinese Turkestan are strongly under Russian influences and as 
trade is for the greater part in hands of Russian subjects, 
the currency hes been made nearly entirely the rouble and its 
fractions, While in Kuldje a local Chinese currency still 
circulates, farther North, like in Chugutehak, no Chinese money 
ig accepted, even, and everything is paid in Russian coin, 
For thet reasion the entire accompanying accounts have been 


made out in Roubles and Kopecks,. 
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15268. 
Omsk, Siberia, 
July 13, 1911, 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

Enclosed please find my Itinerary Report for the 
past querter (April, May and June, 1911), Of the earlier 
parts I wrote you in detail in former letters, but of the 
latter portion I am compiling a more descriptive report 
which will soon be enroute to you. 

I remain 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N, MOYER. 


ITINERARY REPORT OF FRANK N, MEYER, AGRICULTURAL EXPLORER, 


Covering the Period of April, May, and June, 1911. 


April 


. * Correspondence ettended to and oil paper made in 
the city of Kuldja, Chinese Turkestan. 

2 Correspondence attended to, 

3 Correspondence attended to, 

& Correspondence attended to and visit to « large, 
modern tannang factory near Kuldja where my advice wes 
sought in regard to planting of taming plants, 

5 Negotiations with a native guide to go in the 


mountains. Non-wanted baggeged packed in and transferred, 
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1329. 


All day enroute by cart, going from Kuldja to Suiting. 
Conference with a missionary about the mountain flora 
near Kuldja. | 

All day enroute by cart, going from Suiting to Takei Ku. 

All day enroute by eart and on foot, botanizing in the 
mountains, collecting cuttings and herbarium material. 

All dey enroute by cart, returning from the mountains 
to Suiting. 

All day eatheutn by cart, going from Suiting to Kuldja,. 


Unpacked baggage in Kuldja, tended to correspondence 


and had negotiations with horse dealers about e prospective trip. 


12 
4s 

u 
15 


an 


18 


Webbo inventory notes and packed in collected seeds 
and cuttings, 

Went to Bank, pest office and sent off collected 
material. 

Packed in sretinds had a tin case soldered up and 
attended to correspondence, 

Wrote inventory notes, overhauled all baggage. 
Shipped case with seeds from Kuldja to Batoun, 
received official visit from Chinese Taotei and retenue, 

Correspondence attended to, 
Recoived official visit from Chinese Prefect; 


correppondence finished, Contract made with horse dealers, 


everything packed up. 
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1330. 
april 
19 All dey enroute with 6 pack horses, going from Kuldja 
to Pandjir~bulek, collecting herbarium material enroute, 
20 _ All day enroute, going from Pandjir-bulak to Bilikche, 
collecting herb«rium material, 
21 All day enroute, Bilikehe to a cemp in the high 
| mountains, 2 herees falling in the water; baggage dried, 
herbarium material collected, 
22 All day enroute from mountein camp to Sentai on the 
Lake Sairam Nor; sollected herbarium material, 
23 All dey enroute from Santel to a mountain camp. 
Deserted by Kirghig guide, Herbarium material collected, 
24 ne All day enroute from mountain camp to Bogh-deleh, 
eollected seeds, herbarium material and Medicago roots. 
25 Conferences with Kalmuk officiais, all day enroute from 
Bogh-daleh to Kalmuk camp. 
26 All day enroute from Kaluuk camp to Chapsageai. 
Collected herbarium material, 
eT All day enroute from Chapaagai to camp in the reeds, 
passed from Chinese into Russian territory. Collected 
herbarium material, Met Russian custom guards, 
28 All day enroute from camp in the reeds to Modo-barlik, 
resentered Chinese territory agnin. Found a strange species 
oc Rhubarb. 
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1531, 


All day enroute from Modo-barlik to Sarlik, passing 
most of the dey through a desert, 

All day enrovte from Berlik to Kirghiz tent, Col- 
lected herbarium material; the desert gradually changed 


into rolling meadow land, 


All dey enroute from Kirghis tent to Kirghiz settle- 
mente Collected herbarium material, 

All day enroute from Kirghiz settlement to camp on 
the River Emil. Passed all day through rolling semi-erid 
regions, full of buneh grass. 

Up very carly, all day enroute from River Emil camp 
to Chugutchaks entered the town at 3 p.ems; found an 
enormous pile of mail awaiting me; read all night long. 

Official visits paid to Russian Consulate and post- 
master, the market looked over, very poor$ Correspondence 
attended to, 

Official visits paid to Russian Consul, passports 
given up for visaing, Correspondence attended to, 

Went around trying to get hardy alfalfa seede, 
Correspondence attended to, 

Correspondence attended to; baggagedoverhauléd, 

Correspondence attended to, 
Correspondence attended to, Telegraphed about 


missing films. 
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1332, 


Correspondence attended to, Mail and collected 
material sent off, 

Correspondence attended to, Mail sent off. 

Correspondence attended to, Mail sent off. 

Correspondence attended to. Official visit to 
Rugeian Consul, 

Correspondence attended to. 

Correspondence attended to, Visits to bank and 
market, Seeds bought of a herdy alfalfa, Received 
officiel visit from Russian Consul, 

Negotiations with various scart mon, Correspondence 
finished; photos taken, baggage packed up. 

left Chagutchak at noon by a large cart. All day 
enroute, Stopped at sun down in a Kalmuk settlement, 
called Bug+-tagh. 

All day enroute, going from Bug-tagh to Kirghis 
camp, by cart, passing through a semi-arid countfy. 

All dey enroute from Kirghiz camp to mountain camp, 
Passed a very bad piece of road, baggage had to be 
unloaded, Collected herbarium material. 

All day enroute from mountain camp to Kirghiz tent, 
Heavy rains today, wet through and ehipenghh, Cart turned 
over, mach baggage ruined by tar rumning over it. 
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1535 


All day enroute, going from Kirghig tent to mountain 
Camp» | 

All day enroute, going from mountain camp to Saisansk, 
Southern Siberia, Looked over herbarium material and 
spread it out in the court yard of the inn in Sedisansk. 

In Seisansk, Went to police to have passports and 
permits put in shape. “Visited market. Looked for 
serters and horse dealers, 

Unwell, through attacks of the numerous vermin, which 
‘the inn harbors, 

Unwell, through attackes of the numerous vermins 

Negotiations with horse dealers, No progress being 
made. 

Negotiations with carters, No suiteble men to be 
found. 

Negotiations with carters, baggage and herbarium 
material hauled over and aired. Apple seeds bought, 

Gontract made with 2 carters, botanized whole day 
in neighboring mountains, found much material. 


Correspondence attended to, Herbarium matéwial dried. 


Correspondence attended to, Herbariun material dried. 
Left Chugutehak with 2 Russian mountain wagoas, 
Paseed all day through dry plains, | 
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1334, 


All day enroute passing through a desert region. 
Crossed in the afternoon the Black Irtish River, made 
Camp close by. | 

All day enroute passing through a sandy and stony 
desert region, Camped in the desert near a tiny stream 
let, seeping owt of the rocks, | 

All day enroute, passing at first a bad desert, 
later on getting into roiling land where streams flushed 
through, Camped at the Alka-bek river, collected verious 
arboreal herbarium material, 

Up eerly, many mosquitoes about, All day enroute, 
eoing over a bad mountain road. Camped at a stream near 
Akeselan; collected herberium material, 

All day enroute, Road very bad for carts, at one 

. place a heavy crust of snow and ice yet. Arrived in the 
afternoon at a settlement on the shores of lake Marka-Kul, 
@ very beautiful sheet of water, Collected much herbariun 
material, 

Negotiations about getting mountain horses, obtained 
them in the afternoon, Botenigsed in the environs, Wild 
red and black currants everywhere and splendid larch 
forests. 

Left Marke-Kul with 6 pack horses, all day enroute 
through mountain fastnesses, camped near a stream. Gol- 
lected alpine plants. 
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1335. 

Cola rain during the night. All day enroute, went 
over a high pase, 8600 feet above sea level; encountered 
@ severe rain and heil storm. Stopped at a Kirghiz settle- 
ment for the night, Collected herbarium material, 

Left early, passed through the Boochtarma Valley, 
arrived in the afternoon in Alteiskaia, a Kossack 
settlement, stopped theres. 

Negotiations with carters; visit to police for pass- 
porta; correspondence attended to; herbarium material dried, 

Left Alteiskaie by carts, passing all day through the 
beautiful Booshtarma Velley. Stayed for the night in | 
Urilekeia, 

Left early, passed through wild beautiful regions 
and arrived at noon in Birels collected herbarium material. 
Had negotiations with horsemen te take us through the 
mountains. 

In Birel, Dried herbarium material and botanized 
in vicinity. Saw the big stegs that are kept in large 
enclosures and of which the antlers are sawn off every 
year and sold at great profits to the Chinese as medicine. 

- Left Birel with # pack horses, all day enroute, 
epossed a steep mountein pass, Collected herbarium 
material, Camped beneath spruce trees, Alt. 6,300 ft, 
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1336. 
Sune | 
| 17 All day enroute, crossed several fast flowing 


streams, Climbed a high mountein, camped amidst a 
grove of majeshic pines at an altitude of 7,050 feet, 
. Very cool, spring just starting, thdattinae in bloom, 
| | and willows and larch trees leaving out. Collected 
herbarium material. 
18 | All day enroute, crossed 2 mountain chains, steep 
| climbing; made campeat 6800 ft. alt. Collected alpine 
herberium material. 

19 All dey enroute, crossed 5 mountain chains, camped 
in a forest of pines, spruces, firs and larches, Alt. 
6900 feet. Collected hesbarivn aatertet, 

| 20 All day enroute. Copzsed two mountain ehains., 
Gamped near Hnons-Kaie, lt, 4100 feet, Collected 
herbarium material. 

21 Up early. Went for 1/2 day by pack horses, viz., 
from near Emonskaia to Kokeu. There got 2 carts and 
nroceeded on to Krasnoyersk, Collected some herbarium 
material, 

22 Went for 1/2 day by verte, from Krasnoyarsk to 
Abeai; here had negotiations with other carters, Dried 
herbarium material, 

23 Left Abai with 2 carts, All day enroute, Toward 


sundown made campe on the steppes 
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1337. 


All day enroute, Collected herbarium material. 

All day enroute, Collected herberium material, 

All day enroute. Collected herbarium Material, 

Up very early, Drove fast; entered Busk at noon, 
Found only with great difficulty an imn, everything full. 
Made up preliminary accounts and sent off a telegram 
to Secretary of Agriculture, Overhauled baggage and 
packed everything. OK» for the $8, journey. 

Had the numerous baggage transferred to s.S, wharf, 
bought tieket and left Busk for NovowNikelayefsk, All 
day enroute, 

Stopped off for 1/2 day in Barneaoul, saw the city 


ed the markets, very little to be seen, 





Went on by steamers 

All dey aboard 3.5. Landed et 7 sm. in Novo-~ 
Nikelayefsk, Had mmbsous baggage transferred to hotel 
and had to weit for the train until the next morning; 


intentions being to proceed by rail to Omsk, 


THE END. 
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Omsk, Siberia, 

| July 14, 191i. 
Deer Mr, Fairchild: 

Yesterday I sent you, via the American Consul at 
Petersburg, 2 parcels, each holding 10 lbs of seeds of a 
hardy strain of alfalfa seed and numbered 1617a. I am 
enclosing herewith the inventory note in duplicate and erase 
you will receive everything in due time, Tomorrow I will 
send you a bunch of 56 photographs. 

With best of wishes, also to all in our office, 
I remain 
Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N, MEYER 


.Omele, siberia, 
July 15, 1911. 

Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Herewith please find enclosed one package conteing 
ing 40 films numbered as follows; 616, 617, 618, 619, 621, 622, 
623, 624, 626, 628, 629, G33, 655, 688, 642, 643, 644, 646, 648, 
649, 650, 661, 652, 654, 655, 656, 657, 658, 569, 660, 661, 662, 
663, 664, 665, 666, 667, 668, 669, and 670, 

In letter No. I I send you 18 photos and 18 filus 
and in letter II, 40 prints of the same numbers as are given 


in this letter for the films. 
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Trusting all this will reach you in the best of 
condition, I remain | 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK HW, MEYER. 


Onsk, Siberia, 
July 15, 1911 
Letter TI 
Dear lir, Fairchild: 
Herewith I am sending you enclosed 18 photographs 
and 18 films, bearing the numbers, 620, 626, 627, 630, 651, 
(632, 634, 636, 637, 639, 640, 641, 645, 647, 653, 671, 672, 
and 675, 
Om the back of the prints I wrote as full a 
| description as I thought sufficient, but of course, should 
you desire to have some waite information, I will be too pleased 
to give it, if it is in my power, In another letter I an 
sending you 40 more photos and 40 films» 
Trusting this letter with its contents will reach 
j you in good condition, I remain, with best of regards, also 
to all in our office, 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N, MEYER. 





1 =m oa 
ee ee 


So teed edtumk woydewes Liiw etdd Ife gatdeutT egal ; 


selivesoeqnes sivol ey pL NOREA =e 

oo ogg Bey cy ee aaa 
i NO aiteeg wore’ tet seen Awake Get oiseniny ‘2 ,Qrwda tw Peg 
ae. F> + .aee eee ui aan iii eet wiiehio Te dione gbtad 5 


pede. galeae f ocen preter th wild pet peed gatec Lome ; 
EOE LOkvehaks .ardty aati oh he iors cehboes Shiv sox | 
t sate sian geriche of Bo caged aay Bee 4 


™ 


Orin eee wt The i Saati he _ghhidoatet ot tael . 

nigatzoteda 61 beecions woy gaiaaee me T AtEWwOTEH  omoy ¥ 
{89 ,088 782 ~@8O ,OSB, youedm odd gatuscd ,aellt 6f bas 
asta LR 888. <v08 (Oo, 1NG JODO .880 4TEO ,B8d ,B82 389 


+898 bes 





ee ee ee ed le 


» oo i Ee ge ag 


a Lint se etotw I edainq edd to toad odd a0 | 
binoda yonniso 20 taf ,inetet tue sigwosis I ao aokdqtroseb 
bosaelg Sod ed Litwi woltesro tal eros emoa evad o¢ exteeh woy 
me E segdel toridene ak stewoq yo at gidh 22 gt l.ovig oF 
OG oe es ait ie ated erm Ob Boy gxtbnee — 
\ dost (itw sdeedage atl sitiw netel etd gabdaest 9 th geet 
sirraget to daed sole. gakamet Toqmgst bag boog:at wey 
aed tao. ene: Bad Re eR Lae SaRe eA ROEMG pO sh Lheed 
Wi Liteoheet, eso 99 tte ghd O88 saci ts 
ae le? See RMP Te 2 2 ee ‘uated at 
i et Roe Cee ee ee ae Gb JET pedal ad brs. 
| sonkit od vor sadites atid me 





i i —— 


| 
| 
| 





1340, 
Omsk, Siberia, 
, July 18, 1911 
Letter II 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 

With this letter I am sending you a packege with 
40 photos enclosed, bearing the numbers 616, 617, 618, 619, 

G21, 622, 625, B24, 626, 628, 629, 633, 635, G38, 642, 643, 644, 
646, 648, 649, 650, 651, 652, 654, 655, 656, 567, 658, 659, 
660, 661, 662, 663, 664, 665, 666, 667, 668, 669, and 670. 

The harvest is not as great as I wished it to be, 
but what can one do in such barren regions as Chinese Turkestan 
ig and then in winter, when everything looks gray and one didn't 
see for dayd and days any sun at all, There are several 


pictures among this lot, which are not exactly botanical, but 


I thought you might let them out to various reporters, then 


the ordinary man in the street might also have some vague 
idea how exploration work is being done, 

There were some more exposures I made, but some 
myserty clings to these matters; viz., I mm of the opinion 
that certain of my films were inspected by other parties 
and blanks were substituted, I cannot obtain absolute proof, 
babeoscnething oceurred! The mckage was for over 2 months 
on the road from Kashgar to St, Petersburg and then again 


for nearly 2 months from St, Petersburg to Onsk and some- 


.thing happened! One cannot write all about such things! 
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I am expecting daily dnteeuatden about another 
peckage of photos which I had to send to St. Petersburg as 
there are no photographers in this town to whom one can 
trust careful work of the class I want, I hope you will 
find some material among this lot of pictures fit to be 
inserted in that very interesting bi-weekly bulletin of 


yOurse 


| 
} 
i 


In encther béiter I will send the films belong- 
ing to these prints, while in letter No, I I send 18 prints 
and 18 films, | 

Trusting everything will errive OK, I am 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK WN, MEYERs 


Omsk, Siberia, 
July 17, 1911. 

Dear Mr, Fairohilds 

Herewith I will try to give you a somewhat detailed 
account of what were my experiences since I left Seisansk, 
fromuhich place I last wrote you about my travels, 

Well, I told you elveady what troubles we had in 
Saisansk in getting either carte of herses, I wanted the 
last, as one has an opportunity to get into more out-of-the- 
way places, but--thoy simply could not be gotten. In the 


last years the roads around Saisansk hed been widened and 
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improved and carts had come into general use end the people 
had become richer too and hed found out thet the keeping of 
nas horses for the little business thet was demanded of 
them, was not a paying proposition and--wo had to take a 
couple of Russian mountain wagson which have the wheels 
far epart, eo that they do not tip over as easily as ordinary 
carts do. 
So we left Saisansk on Friday, Jume 2nd, 1911, as 
| dark clouds were gathering to give us a farewell wetting. 
| AS s00n as we were really out in the semi-arid plains, it 
came down good end hardy rain, intermixed with big hail 
| stones, We rode fast for the whole dey passing through a 
level, erid dountry with e sparse vegetation and for the 
| night we stopped in a deserted, tumble-down Kirghiz settle- 
ment, On June 3rd we left early, passed through desert 
. regions, where Calligonuns, Ephedras and various minor desert 
plants made their appeerances again, but in the afternoon we 
game to the Black Irtish River end now we found a very sendy 
soil, where clumps of white poplers were very prominent, 
here and there one noticed also the black poplar (P. nigra) 
and the aspen (P. tremula) while willows and spiny bushes 
were the undergrowth, We had to wait for 2 hours before we 
were fotniedtacross, ag the service was Wow sui the black 
; tek pall going eat quite a rate, Toward sunset wo stopped 
again ot a deserted Kirghiz settlement and soon had our tea 


aboiling and a good fire to drive away the pestiferous 





ph oe gas t 
eloseq bud tua’ oli Yastnes cunt’ atte Bad Weinb bas bevergut 


no gatqota ort Sarid J6 Bio’ bait bad! 86d ed Snobs Bat 


to hetnsob eww dedt sbecteud bI¥eET ent To booted web 

2 vilsd of Bad owsiial’ coi teoqos” gutvad’'s You? baw abit 
wlonew eft coved fotdw coegew ntademon tetesbR I ‘efdivoo 
vrsatbre bs Vitae va owe etd You WB paid batt oa" Hla aia 
108 aiff 






aide 


carol & S 


es {ret baw ent Aairdd be ela VOR Se 


' getewow Etewesey i ab dy tb nang ne nt 


di yenielq bite~tmee Hest duo fleet otew OW us so08 BA 


vin bo he 


Sted gid tdtw Bek toes ata (bed Deb “boos awob enso 
a dgwoutd yataesg yeb efodw edd 102 dast chor OW senda 






odd i bie Hotdatogev eauraa 2 dthw qriavob bixe Lovet 
-elssen singaly mrob-e {dmert ,bedroueb a ak beqgotda ew digih 


txoveb dgvoidd beasaq ,yluee tel ew bid onul nO .dmem 


Sseeeb tomim evoltev hae astbedgd ,sownogkifed erocter aarolget 


ew nootitedts ‘odd AY aud tleze esonetsecqa tledt ebem atuslq 


ybime CHor w Biwot ew wor hae revi delet xoeld eld of emao 

inonimorg yrev exew eresiqoq ed ist 20 wqnwls one {fhe 
 (augta ,1) talqod teoald of} defe Bodtton ond Stedd boo ered 
» gedaud ikea bua! ewolfiw olidw (often, - bercamtery 
ow eicted wwe 8 tot diaw Od bad ow” )duwoty 





“weal “dad ‘tela Win ern seein wim 
horqoda bw Jour “bYawo" yes tp Va genes ibitdbe 


~ ged ens “Bad eed ‘bane wpb in ihe 
| eetaie: 6a yawe eviub od ext? 6668" bite gk Bods 


bosseie Heed best tae tes Bavete chest aad ry deal 


" 





a © 


tt 


LL ee eee FN eee wee © 


1345. 
mosquitoes, which.are found even in the most out-of-the-way | 
places of this globe of ours, On Sunday, dune 4th, we went 
for practically the whole day through a most monotonous piece 
of atony and sandy desert, where the only vegetation was here 
and thore some stunted wormed end minor small desert plants, 
| We camped for the night near a tiny stream gushing out between 


the rocks and as there wasn’t a trace of wood to be found, 


Se OS = 


‘we collected a lot of dried cattle dung and hed fuel in 


plenty to cook some food and boil the tea water. That is 


always the first thing & Gamper looks for, some drinkable 
waters after that fuol comes and next sone fodder for the 
horses. The ideal is, of Oourse, to have them all three com- 
bined en’ mostly one is able to have it that way. 

Om Monday, Jume 5, we passed part of the day through 
the degert agein, butet noon we came into a rolling country, 
whore several small watercourses ran through end where Russian 
settlements had been established and where we were able again 
to get something in the line of food supplies. The road, 
however, got to be very bad and we stuck a few times so fast 
in the black slush, that all hands were needed to get out of 

it again, The horses got so payed out thet day that we had 

to stop early, but as a reconciliation to this we found an 

ideal camping spot with water right at hand, wees and shrubs 

in plenty and tell grass for the horses to feast upon, I went 
around collecting and found & mass of thingés Populus suavedlens, 
P, tromilea, Prunus edus, Betula alba, Salix in @ sp», Lonicera 
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in 2 spe, Daphne altaica, Caragana arborea, Rosa _sp., Cotoneaster 
tomentosa?, Ribes rubrun and 2 other species, Spiraea _hyperici-~ 
folie, end masses of herbacéous plants as Heracleum sp., Dictamnus 
fraxinellea, Clematis viorna?, Hesperis Spa, Polemonium coeruleum, 
am Allium with blue flowers, and masses of minor Compositae, 
Cruciferae and Unbelliferae. 

Tuesdey, June 6, saw us break camp early and the 
first thing we had to do was to climb e steep mountain, a very 
hard job for the wagons and I regretted it all the more that 
wa hen’ been able to get packhorses, Well, we now got into 
cooler and moister regions, poplars were to be seen everywhere 
and et an elevation of about 6000 fect, masses of flowers 
‘began to appear, as Veronica schansedrys, Myosotis spe, iris 
sibirica?, Later on at 5000 feet the gorgeous Trollius 
asiatious came with its rather large flowers of a warm orange 
color; the little known shrub, Daphne alteica, covered here 
and there whole mountein slopes and its tiny white flowers, 
perfumed the air with their Hyacinth+lilae scent, a we 
ascended, the air became delightfully cool and the very 
troublesome mosquitees which had bothered us all the time now 
stayed behind, At 2 P»M,. we reached the tep of the pass 
6000 feet, and now we were in the beginning of spring again, 
Some patches of snow were laying here and there yet, primroses 
were rhenertens Anemone pu ieatilla was just finished, peonies 
were in bud and vegetation in general was just — We 
now descended again, passing through meadows full of the 
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golden Trollius asiatieus, making it a feast for hhe eyes. 
Real rensies and violets also were seen on many places and 
of buttercups I never saw such dense masses before, it looked 
a8 if streaks of yellow paint hed been poured out over the 
landscape, We passed through a large, new Kussian settle- 
ment, Called Ak-selan, all the houses were built of larch 
and spruce poles, and all the log cabin style with individual 
variations, At 6 P.M. we see at a gurglin mountain stream, 
beneath tell larches and poplars at an elevation of 5600 feet, 
Aa the sun went down it became so cool that I was glad to put 
on my fur coaiiinnd the earters did likewise, 

On June 7 we left early and followed the strean 
toward ite source, ‘The vegetation was all only partly awake 
yet; larches, poplars and shrubby willows were just leaving 

out and tiny spring flowers were along the road. We climbed 
& mountain again and found the summit to ve 6500 fest. As 
soOn a6 we were on the North side we were among real forest 
trees, Cluups of Lerix sibirica, intermixed with Picea excelsa 
and Abies sibirice were scattered all over the mountain sides 
and before us there was a broad valley where large single 
specimens of larches gave the whole a picturesque look. But 
ploturesque as it may be far en artist to see tree roots pro- 
trude over a road our carters found it te be most annoying 
and freely cursed as all of o sudden the heavier cart turned 


topsy turvy with ell the baggage on it. Everything had to 
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bo untied and repasked again and an hour or more was lost, 
but on travele of thie nature one takes 1+ ae the epilling 
of a oup of tea, not pleasant--but--what could one Have done 
against itt 

Later on we had to eroas a very bad plece of « 
mountain stream, full of heavy boulders and these covered 
here and there with a crust of lee, several feet in thickness, 
We had to carry the bagezage across, balancing ourselves on 
fir logs that hed been laid seress here and there, Well, now 
we found a nicer road again end in the afternoon we came to 
the Russian settlement of the shores of the beautiful lake 
Marvke-Kul 

There being no inn, we stopped et the house of e 
farmer and unleaded the baggage, for-~we heard that it would 
be an absolute impossibility for ue to proeeed eny farther 
with our wagons «s the road wage too narrow and too dangerous 
for vehicles of any kind, And we hed been assured oo firmly 
by the police and ether people in Gaisansk, that we could go 
on by wagons all the way to Alteisk end we hed made up even 
@ Gontraot accordingly! Well, we had to take these matters 
ae they wore end then we tried to cet packhorses. There i¢ 
very little travel in these regions and 1% wae only with great 
trouble that we got 6 horses, but in getting these the whole 
next day, dune 6th, was taken away with it, Well, it rained 
that dey at intervals pretty heavily and as I hed gone out 
botenising I came home drenched. fhe surroundings of this 
lake Marka-ful are most charming, however, everything reminds 
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one of Japan and Switzerland combined, A beautiful expanse 
of water, now mirror«like, but the next moment ell ruffled 
by a gust of wind; tall, solitary larches here i tin lk 
along the shores or on other places clumps of graceful white 
bircshes or densely wooded hills, sloping down right to the 


water's edge, And a temperature so coel thet one needed an 


overcoat to feel comfortable, Here and there as undergrowth 


one noticed masses of red and black currents, I collected 
some herbarium material of them and also some cuttings which 
may be now in your hands already, Of dried berries, cuceeer. 
I wasn't able te obtein a single one and why? Well, the 
previous season they hed had such a heavy frost in about the 


middle part of dune thet all trees had become defoliated 


and ell berries hed been frogen, so there was no crop so to 


say, Had I been there in 1909 I could have gotten poods of 
fruits; now they were hoping agein for a good harvest in the 
fall of the year. Besides these red and black currants there 
are some wild raspberries and small strawberries, but other 
fruite are absent, It is too cool for anything but larchea, 
spruces, firs, birehes and some minor things, The people live 
mostly by fishery and dairying and the butter they make is 
moat extraordinarily good. Some barley and oats had been 
~— out, put the crops often freeze before they are ripe 

and they have to obtein flour from warmer sections in exchange 


for their butter and fish, Gould this leke, however, be made 


of easier access, it might become a health resort of first 


elaas capacities, Literary people especially would find in 
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the surroundings almost anything they wanted in the way of 
sthioineniring geenic attraction and the cool climate with 
the necessity of a little fire in the evening, even on a 
sumer's day would be highly conducive to mental eetivities. 
Could we but transplant some of thet delightful air to 
sultry Weshington with its great mortality end ite brain- 
and body-tiring climate! 

On Friday, June 9, we left the settlement Mearka-Kul 
end s00n were in the real wilderness, fhe mountein tops full 
of snow yet, dark forests of lurches, spruces and first every~ 
where and the herbaceous flore just starting, At some pleses 
sapiepe and larthes were just leaving owt and dressing then- 
selves in that undeseribable tender green of early apring, 

We camped alongside a wild mountain etream and the smoke of 
our fire attracted sone other travellers also who were carry- 
ing flour to Marke Kul in anther bags, swung on their horses. 
The people one meets in these regions are very uncultured, 
only a very, very small percentage of them are able to read 
or write, but the longing for more tmowledge is in then, 

and how giad they were to botein some pictures from me, out 
out of American wagagines and how they did marvel at American 
skyscrapers and asked one another, how it was possible that 
there were people om this earth who dared to live in such 
buildings? Suppose an earthquake would come, they said and 
how long does it take one to climb up and doesn't the wind 


‘blow these buildings over, like it does big grees here in 
| +) the Altai, Well, what shall one enswer upen all such ques« 
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tions? Those isolated Russians are like children in many 
respects and the replies one gives are like those one gives 
children, But one likes these people just the same, no 
matter how ignorent they are; they are so natural, so , 
unsophisticated } 

On Saturday, June 10, 1911, we rose early and 
were goon on the march, A steep mountein we s@aled, the trail 
was here and there only a foot wide and steep precipices at 
certain parts, As we got higher, e real alpine flora appeared, 
lerge deep blue Gentiens, primroses in 3 species, large, 
yellow and blue pansies, forget-me-nots, birches only 1-2 feet 
adm height and willows too of real liliputian sizes and the 
larghes had,*t even leaved out yet, although it was the 10th 
of June and we were told that at the end of August snows are 
coming again, #0 here we heave a tree able to derive sufficient 
nutrition from the sun and air in a period of not over 10 
weeks! At about 1 pam. we reached the summit of the mountain 
and I found it te be 8600 feet, There were large banks of 
snow yet and the eir was so chilly that one had to walk fast 
to keep warm, As we descended a thunder storm came upon us 
ica for an hour we were pelted with good sized hail stenes 
and leter on an ie¢y rains We now passed through «a dense 
ferest of larches and pines (Pinus cembra) where as ground 
cover I noticed here snd there patches of the evergreen, 
Saxifraga ciliaris, conspicuous by ite lerge, leathery leaves, 
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At 6 pom, we cane upon a Kirghiz settlement and dried ourselves 
| and the baggage in the felt tent. On Sunday June 11, we left 
eerly and passed through a most beautiful country, the valley 
of the Boochtarma river, Gently sloping meadows, full of wild 
flowers and elumps and isolated specimens of lerches everywhere. 
We saw some enclosures wheres stags were kept, of which animals 
the antlers were taken off every spring and sold for much 
money as medicine te the Chinese, (Later on more about this!) 
In the afternoon we reached Altaiskaia, the goal of our trip 
and we goon were installed in the house of a Kossack family, 

I paid the horsemen off what was still due to them and 
inquired for men, experienced in nomstahennitns for a difficult 
road was now before us. But the cunt day only we settled 
matters, Pack horses were not to be hed and we had @ con-- 
‘ference with the police and other people in regard to the 
best road, for there are numerous traina in these mounteins, 
To go to Suck, as my plan had been, fell out, for special 
passports had to be obteined for it by the Russians who 
undertook such a job and it also would teke such e long time 
that I wouldn't be «ble to be within reech of a telegraph 
office toward the end of the fiseel year sc as to send a 
statement about my finances, We were advised by the police _ 
to go by carts to Birel, 2 days to the Northeast, in which 
plece we would be able to get pack horses to any place we 
wished to go, Yell, 30 we did and on Tuesday, June 13 we left 
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Alteisk with 2 carts for Birel, We went now through a most 
charming country, the valley of the Boochtarma, snowoapped 
mounteins al] around and the mountain sides here and there 
heavily clothed with forests, the soil here and there was 
very sandy and stony and then one noticed many plants of 
Medicago faleata, just coming into bloom, also on the moister ) 
and better lands several varieties of vetehes and e peculiar 
clover, Trifolium lupinaster, which last one also seems to 


love lime-matter in the soil, like Medicago falcata, At one 





place where many birches abounded, we had a look at a primi-« 
tive tar factory where ean excellent kind of ter was distilled 
from the bark of the white birch, It is ourlious to notice 
how all carters here in Southern Siberia wee tar for axle~ 
greasing purposes; their axles are ell wooden ones and they 
gay thet ter makes them stronger and more elastic than 
grease does, We rode fast and long thet dey and arrived at 
7 pom. in Urilelmie, a ouall town, tucked away in a cool 
valley, The farmers were nearly all engaged in butter mking 
end I noticed ania American haying machines, Prices of 
ell things were very moderate, cows eost from 12 to 20 roubles 
eplecs, milk sold for 46 Kopecks per pood, good butter 12 
roubles, Tar at the factory 1,80 roulbes per pood, The 
people admitted that a daily income of 30«89 kopecks was 
enough to keep a femily in comfort as everyone grows or 
makes wha they need in the way of daily necessities and 
those 30-50 kopecks were needed to buy tea, sugar, salt, 
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certain kinds of clothing and some luxuries, 

Qn Wednesday, “une 14, we left again and after a 
fast drive reached Birel at noon. Enroute one of our carts 
toppled over and my baggage got, as usual, damawed to e fur- 
ther extent, The only things looking somewhat decent yet 
were the four cases made by Topham in Washington, but even 
one of these had a hole knocked ins In Birel we stopped 
with a farmer who had become e wealthy man through the sale 
of stag antlers, We just saw how the women folks were boil- 
‘tiie several magnificent pairs. They were all ccated yet with 
the down, which is an absolute necessity to seli them, as 
the Chinese Only take thoses which are young, This steg keeping 
business has its headquarters in and sround Birel and by pure 
accident we hed stumbled upon one of the most interesting 
industries in this world, It seems that about 40 years ago 
somebody in Birel made an experiment in keeping some stags in 
captivity and by sawing the antlers off and bandaging the 
wouhds showed that a stag can be de-ant@ered and survive the | 
provess and be operated upon every year. Up to thet time the 
animals had been hunted until they were well night extinct 

| and the ¢ollecting of antlers was a very unsteady sort of a 
buiness; one nover kmew whether one would get much or not. 
Well, the enimals multiplied end high-fenced enclosures were 
establathed 21] over the mountains, for these stags need mach 

_ ground to pasture upon, otherwise they don't remain healthy, 
And today there are a few thousands of stags in and around 
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Bire&® and the income derived from the sale of the antlers has 
made some people very wealthy, for every mail animal produces 
about 70 roubles worth of anthers every year and some men have 
ag many ag 200 males, fhe average ieltiaie wees for the antlers 
are between 8 and 12 roubles per pound, according to the 
market, The antlers are sawed off with a fine saw and weigh 
fresh twice as much as later on. They have to be boiled in 
salted water and very great cere haa to be taken that the 
felt-like covering doesn't come off; therefore they are 
boiled several times and each time allowed to dry out agein. 
When sufficiently cooked, they are hung in the wind end allowed 
0 dry thoroughly and in thet etete they are bought up by 
‘d@ealére and said to be exported to China vie Mongolia, The 
Chinese, as you aay know, believe thoroughly in the rejuven- 
ating and stimilative power of young deer horns and the stuff 
scraped end powdered forms e valuable ingredient in certain 
of their medicines, I was also told that a firm in St, 
Petersburg has taken up this matter and is manufacturing a 
igen mddicine from them under the name of "Spermine," 

Now thie industry could asleo safely be transplanted 
to America, There are thousands of acres of mountain lands 
especially on the Pacific Coast thet would suit these large 
stags, or “Maral” as they are called in Russian, to perfection. 
‘they want « cool climate ond plenty of apace, but beyond a 
‘Little feeding in winter with hey or oats in the husk, they 
need no attendance, The fences, however, are a big item for 
: Meine Gensee hare to be BHO feed tn bedgih, Wut where tisber 
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is plentiful, this doesn't ate out such a big thing. While 
in Birel, I was promised for sure that they would let me see 
how the antlers are being teken off and I waited for several 
hours to be called, but--it seems they became suspicious or 
were afraid I would find out secrets or whatever else, At 
least, I was not given the opportunity to look into this 
business, xy icteliabinisin too, not being of a sympathetic 
nature, was not able to gain the confidence of the people 
and we lost! In case some American would like to take up 
this business, this is the way he would have to proceed; 
after landing in Europe in the summer, to buy a reilroad 
ticket to Omsk, Siberia, then take the S,5, up the Irtish 
river, pasting Send~palatinsk and Ust-Kamenogorsk and going 
as fer es the village Melo-Kreasnoyarskcaia, from there is 
4 days to Birel by carts, Here the enimels could be pro- . 
cured, Young meles cost up to 300 Roubles apieoe, females 
40«100 roubles, 4 males and 16 females would be a good 
vor to etert with and a couple of Russians who knew the 
hebits of the animals well might be taken along with the 
animals to tend to them as long as they were enroute, ‘the 
total cost of such an undertaking would be between 4000 
and 6000 dollers. A competent, good-natured interpreter 
ig a necessity, for these people in Birel and environs are 


of a somewhat suspicious non-commnicative neture, 
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Well, in the afternoon of June 14 we made a contract 
with two men to teke us right through the mountains to 
Angudai, but as everything had to be brought together yet, © 
wo hed to weit for ome day before we could proeeed, I 
botenized in the neighboring mountains, hed ell the herbariun 
material dried in the sum and looked at the stags, The 
beasts wouldn't come near enough to have their pictures 
taken and one could only ses how large they were by turning 
hbhe field glasses on them, A full grown male is of about the 
game size as a mule and has much the same shape of body. 

On Priday, Juno 16th, we left Birel with 6 pack 
horses and proceeded first along the beantiful Boochtarma 
river and then brenehed off in a northern direction ana 
soon were Climbing « steep mountein, In the afterncon we 
reached the highest point 7300 feet above the sea and I 
found the vegetetion just starting, The willow bushes ware 
| still in bloom end masses of Trollius asiatious and blue ~ 
pensies wore giving color to the lendscape, We got some 
heavy showers of cold rain and made a good camp fire to dry 
ourselves and to keep the mosquitoes in check, which pests 
were of a most annoying neture, although one would not heve 
expected to be present at an altitude of 6300 feet as our 
camp was. 

Om Saturday, dune L7th, we climbed through burned 
| forests; truly desolate end appalling impressions these 
Wlesvened and fallen and leaning over trunks made, with 
here and there « nsked limb pointed to the blue and silver 
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sky ag if imploring pity, We reached a point 8000 feet 
above sealevel and then soon descended again, going through 
al pine meadows where the blue of the little Gentian wes of 
a darker hue then I ever saw before, I also sew how the 
dog's violet (Brythroniua sp,) and an aipine buttercup, 
attually foreed thenselves through herd snow, 3 to 4 inches 
thiek; they must produce some heat to do so, for one could 
Clearly see the little channels they hed melted out. We 
made Camp beneath some majestic pines at an altitude of 
7050 feet and where in the midst of a mountein panorama 
unexcelled for wildness end boldness of cutlines, Towering 
ridges full ef snow and ice yet and masses of debris laying 
in broad messes and in streaks on the mountain's flanks. 
Streams of icy water running out of the snow and uniting 
lower down in a wild, noisy torrent. i were Glime tically 
in early spring, for Primula veris had just eane in bloom, 
scrubby willows were adorned with silvery catkins and tall, 
weather beaten larches were just being touched with a wee 
bit of green, We hod nad some showers during the day and 
tried to dry herbariua mterieal near the fire, out a steang 
wind came up and chased the aparks from our camp fire into 
the eix until it looked eas if we had made some fireworks, 
Ae the wind turned somewhat we had to extinguish the fire, 
for oer pines underneath we camped might catch fire, 

On Sunday, June 16, we first dried the herbariun 


' —. paper and then broke camp. That day we scaled 2 mountains, 
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the first 7650 feet above sealevel and the second 6800 feet; 

we had to wade through some deep patches of snow and icy bogs with 

the usual bad effect upon one's footwear. But right in sone of 
_ these bogs one saw masses of wild gerlic, which is eaten by 

the travellers and which, bolled in soup, is quite acceptable, 

One also noticed often whole stretches of Calths palustris, 

@ spring flowering perennial alse very common in Western 

Europe, and between these Celthas, here end there clumps of 

a carmen-flowering Primale appesred, whieh primrose loves 

moiet and cool situations and probably sould never be suse} 

epestarty Cultivated in regions as Washington as it must hove 

e001 nights to remain thrifty. We also passed a little lake, 

®alled Talmene, the mountains sloping down inte it where 

densely forested on the north side but nearly denuded of 

arboreal vegetetion on the south side, This is nearly 

everywhere so here in Central Asia, the north sides are 

full of trees and the south sides berren, It seens thet 

the hot reyes of the sun, together with a comperatively enall 

yoinfall, prevent arboreal vegetation from getting a foothold 

i those south exposed mountain sides, We noticed in the 

apruce foreat seversl bushes of red curremts, but by Par 

not ag heelthy as those around Marka~Kul, Other wild fruits 


were eonspievnous by their absence, we talked several times 





with our men about these facts and they told us the only 
_. fruite in the Altei were "Chorny smarodnaia” (black currants), 
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fiKrasmy smarodnaia", red currants, Maleena (raspberries), 
Zemlenuka (small, wild strawberries,), Chirumga (Bird's 
cherries) Prums padus, Vooshneeke (blueberries) Vacoiniun 
myrtillus irtis~ideea, and Krasny vooshneeka (cowberries) 
Vaccinium myrtilluss; we asked especially about apples, pluns 
and cherries, but they hed never seen any or heard about them 
and one of these men had lived mow for nearly 40 years in the 
Alted and had been in many out-of-the-way spots, We camped 
near a big pine tree, the trunk being 15 feet in circumference, 
The Ruasians make a distinetion between pines that bear edible 
seeds and those that do not, Now they call these large 
growing pines that bear edible outs “Kedr" (Pinus cembre) 
but the ordinery lumber pine which grows in the Altai only 
in the warmer valleys, they call "Seshne" (Pinus sylvestris 
var, Altaiesn). These vine nuts forom an everyday article on 
all markets here in Siberia, they and the sunflower seeds 
are unattechable from the ordinary people and one can see 
man, women and children munching them eny hours of the night 
or day» In some so-celled parks the pathweys are litterally 
strewn with the husks of the sunflower seeds and with those 
pine seed shells, I suppose thet thousands of people get 
into the mountein vastnesses in autumn to collect all these | 
pine seeds, I wes told that in times of bounteous crops 

. they are sold wholesale for only 40 kopecks per pood, These 
pine mats, however, are quite emeli an? heve in my opinion 


but little value to the white man et lerge, For children they 
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are not bad, but grom-upe will find the cracking of then 
not worth the time. | 
Monday, dune 19, saw us leave early; we climbed 
S mounteins that dey, respectively 8100 feet, 7800 feet and 
7600 feet im altitude end were very giad to find at 6 P.M, 
a suiteble spot for camping for we were real tired, We 


had gone in sueceasion through burned forests, deep snow, 


cold swamps, rocky level stretches and barren mountain 


sides, Some alpine meadows we passed that day where Neture 
had thrown such impossible colors together as orange and 
pink, blue and yellow, violet and rose, thet the loudest 
Oriental @arpet couldn't heve made a more vivid barbaric 
impression, Here end there in these high meadows occurred 
Lat 8 of the growth like « sweet pea which was eaten 
greedily by our horses, If it had been autumn I certainly 
would have managed to get a little beg of seeds as this 
wild pea might be of value for the Intermountain sections 
of the United states, Veratrum albua is also a very common 
plant here and though very poisonous to man and to cattle, 
the horses ate freely of them and our men Claimed it asted 
as & tonic on them! We found ea large especies of Heracleun 


and ate the flowering stems which didn't tast unlike parsnip 


with aeme carrot flavor added and in the evening wo boiled 


& soup in which pea flour, wild garlic, Heracleun stems 


and wild sorrel were the mein ingredients and it tested 
BS y well, fThet free, wild life in such inspiring surroundings 


gets such @ strong claim on some of us that we sometimes 
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feel inclined to let all our w~-called civilization go to 


_ the winds end become again one of Nature's creatures, In 


such surroundings fear and worry diseppear and Eibert 
Hubbard's statement "That the fear of disease and of death 
as fostered by the deetors, the fear of a possible bad 
herealter, es taught by the clergy, and the fear for the 

law as promoted by the authorities have eut short human 

life by one third and have caused the humen mind to rock: 
and to reel at such times where it ought to be moat steady, 
etc." appears to one as one of the brightest saying that 
have ever come uncer one's eyes. 

Tuesday, June 20, 1911, Up early, repaired shoes 

somewhat, which has become wrecked through 4 days* tramp 
through swamps and over rocks, Climbed a mountain and reeched 
w high plateau 8200 feet above sealevel where dark blue 
Gentians and light blue, lerge pansies mode it a joy to 
walk, then descended inte a deep valley full of timber and 
where many bears were said to dwell, We only saw their foot- 


prints and although expecting almost any time to see one of 


those fellows coming our way, they were not inclined eppar- 


ently to do a0 end we missed the chance of having sone 
adventure s. “2 
We Alowly climbed out of that wild, primevel 


valley and as we got out on the eleveted plain again, I 


noticed how some alpine willows were only ] inch in height, 


spot covered hundreds of sores and growing only be2 
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feet high, how the beautiful Dryas octopetala covered large 
expenses end made with ite wild rose like flowers and its 
silvery leaves, a beautiful impression. We now scon descended 
and came in a valley of peaceful appearances, fell larches, 
towering up over 150 feet in the air and having trunks 3e4 
feet in diemeter; graceful white birehes; well-rounded off 
birdts cherries with stretches of open meadows between, I 
also found some fine mushrooms, apparently ea weriety of 
Lgar ious Sampestris; I hadn'% seen this-variety before, 
but the looks and smell were so good, that I ate a couple 
of them for experiment and they proved to be all right, 
Later on, however, I uade a stew of them with milk and ate 
them on en empty stassch, but then they produced slight 
bowel trouble, so I am uot sure altogether the tythey are 
absolutely harmless. We made comp near Emonskaia at an 
altitude of 4100 feet and we found owt then that we hed 
descended over 400 feet in a little less then 4 hours. 

On Wednesday, June 21, we first dried the herbar- 
jun paper over the fire then packed up and soon entered the 
village of Kmonskeia where we wanted to obteln carts as the 
reste besame fit agein for vehicles of any kind. The people, 

however, were not disposed or not eblo to let us heve cartes, 
_ we went ferther on to a place called Koksu- and there we 


found a hybrid Tertar x Kelmuk x Russian who wes willing to 
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men wanted to ¢o beek home and my interpreter had become very 
tired of walking and was losing all hie spirits and became 
real morose, so I thought it better to make the journey 
somewhat easier, Well, we rode fast by carts for the whole 
afternoon and landed long after sunset at a settlement called 
Krasnoyersk, Everybody hed gone tw bed already, but we. found 
& house where an esquaintanes of the hybrid carter lived and 
slept on the porch that night, just Like a stray dog. 
on Tursday, June 22, we went fast again for half 
a day and were before noon in @ settlement called Abei, The 
hybrid certer received his 8 roubles for the tripg just the 
money he needed he said and he didn't want to go any further, 
So we began negotiations again with other people which were 
soneluded during the afternoon and then dried the herbarium 
material meer a fire. We had now come again in the more 
level regions where the soil was here and there more fertile, 
but where also doughts were emperienced and this year ow. 
have such a period upon thom, ‘he black dust whirling through 
the sir was something most unpleasant to one just coming from 
the fresh, groen Altai. 
On Friday, June 23 we left with 2 darts while a 
ehilly cold wind blew through the valley, We passed a fine 





forest of lerches on the way and here and thore I notised 
Some ved glover between the grass, but only a few plants. | 
| & few specimens of liedicago faloata wore also noticed, while 


large territories were covered with the shrubby Potentilla 
fruticos Later on in the dey we came in more erid surround- 
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ings end the mountains had become very low and at dusk we 
@amped on an open plain near a small strean, 
The night had been very cool and when we awoke on 

Saturday, June 24, all our bedding was white and the whole 
vegetation around us covered with hoarfroet, We drove fast 
for the whole day, passing through a rather tame lendseape 
in comparison with what we had seen previously. There were 
many Kelmuk settlements slong the rond and these dirty, 
unkempt peaple seemed te prosper mighty well under Russian 
rule, Some villages hed even been baptised in the Russian 
Orthodox church and strange to guy, many Russians had inter- 
married with them to the apparent degradation of the white 
race anyway, In the afternoon we passed the cirst pine trees 
(Pinus sylvestris) that I hed seen for a very long time, It 
was a sign that we had entered warmer regions for this pine 
doesn't like the ooo] atmosphere that Pinus cembra does, ‘The 
land became also more and more cultivated end the wheat and 
rve, though backward on account of the drought, didn't look 
bad. In the grass I noticed many vetchees and lerge flowering 
lady slippers (Cypripedium macranthm?), We camped out on a 
wild spot and as we looked like coal miners from the black 
dust of the road we were obliged to take a good serub down 
before boiling we ten aut the SOUPs 





Qn Sunday, June 26, we had again a good hoarfrost 


 wpon the grass and our bedding, ‘The carter repaired one of 
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the carts that had been damaged the day previously in going 
over sone very rough ground and then we left and drove fast 
for the whole day, passing through a feirly monotonous 
landscape, where vegetation and scenery were almost exactly 
as the day before, The interpreter had become very tired 
of travel these last deys and seemingly didn't care about 
anything any longer. When I drew dertain things to his 
notice, unpleasant words were used and he wanted to leave 
straight away, telling me he was enslaved to this work 
night and dey and hed not enough liberty. “ell, what more 
liberty can one give in this sort of work? If « man 
doesn't get satisfaction out of being in free Nature, what 
shall one offer then. I cannot establish some pleasant 
dities along the road, with all sorts of entertainments, 
Well, as I hed had some talke with him before we left 
Gugutehek with the understanding that he would stay in my 
employ until we reached Omsk I reminded him of that and 
things were layed by again. If this Mr, Ting hadn't de- 

- gerted me in Chinese Turkestan my journey would have been 
a different one and I would heve been perhaps in the Thian 
Shan yet or in the mountains of N. W. Kanga, but-<-he left 
end I couldn't get a good substitute and was foreed to select 
a totally new, but promising route, In the evening of that 
day heavy clouds ceme up and asking our carters if rain would 
come they said God only knew that, but what they thought was 


that it would drive all over, Well, I was not of their opinion 
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and said it would be better to stop in a settlement along the 
road, but they looked again and said it wouldn't rain. One 
of these men, born and brought up here in the Altai, did as 
if he knew all about the weather here and I was stupid enough 
to let them have their way, but as soon as werwere a couple 
of miles away from the settlements big drops of rain commenced 
to fall, first a few, later on more and thene-it came down by 
tubs full. We had to stop and pull the oil cloth over 
baggage and everything, but one became wet just the sane 
and we spent a most miserable night on a very uncongeniel 
place and had only some dry bread and half~boiled tea to 
fi11 our stomachs with, This whole travel is a lottery, 


like, in fact, the whole of life is, The bitter and the 


_ sweet are much mixed, though some mortals seem to get more of 


the one and others more of the other, without they really 
being able to do mich against it. 

On Monday, Jume 26, we got up from our wet lager 
@ little after 4 4,.M. ani were glad to leave our uncongenial 
Camping place, We went through a very rolling country where 
much wheat, barley, otas and rye hed been sown and we passed 
geome large villages. The Russien style of Building is coarse 
and they hate to do repair work, so whether on sees one 
village or one sees one hundred, they are nearly all alike, 
except thet the larger ones have more filth around them than 


the smaller ones, Manure and rubbish is laying everywhere, 


pigs dig around, chickens, ducks and geese are everywhere 
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and stray cows nibble at anything they pass along, The houses 
not being repaired are for the greater part in a dillapidated 
state and the yards are true reflections of the owner's mind. 
Agricultural implements, old and new carts, barrels, boxes, 
rubbish, all lays or stands seattered in smaller or greater 
disorder end fille up the yards, The Russian netion certainly 
is in ite infancy yet and many hard lessons will have to be 
learned by them, before they will be able to match themselves 
with the more Western nationa, In the afternoon one of our 
Garters became unwell, having drunk much unbolled water and 
I wae afgeaid he would become really 111 80 we stopped early 
and let him sleep. 

The next day, Tuesday, June 27, he was somewhat 
better, but far from well vet, but we went on and passing 
through many villages we came to a sandy plain through which 
the river Katoum in flowing, We were ferried ecross and then 
came into o rolling sandy country all covered with Séotch 
pines (P. sylvestris), Then we reached the river Bee and 
having crossed it by ferry, we were in the prosperous town 
of Busk, The first thing that struck one were all the 
agencies of American agricultural machinery, Osborne, Deering, 
MeCormick, many brands there were and a brisk business is 
done for one sees machines being transported ell through 
the country and the farmers have really teken to then, 


although at first they wouldn't have anything to do with them, 
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In Busk we had some difficulties in finding a 
place to stop off for everything wes filled up. Well, I 
got a room and soon was making up my accounts for having 
managed to reach a telegraph office again a few days be- 
fore the expiration of the fiscal year, I was in a hurry 
to get a wire off jo the Secretary showing that I had a 
balance of $300. 

The next morning, June 2%, we were up very carly, 
had the baggege repacked and at 8 A.M, we left by &.S. for 
Novonikolayefsh enroute for Omsk. We passed the whole day 
through a rather monotonous country, level, sendy land and 
the river Obi eating away at its banks. These Siberian s 
steamers are all fired with wood and at certein places 
quantities of pine or birch wood were taken in in which 
labor sometimes women even assisted. 

On June 29 we arrived at 3 A.M. in Barneaoul, a 
prosperous city and having to transfer to another steamer 
we stayed there for half a day, giving us an opprprtunity 
to gee the city. There wasn't anything unusual to be seen, 
the impression was strangely like that of a Western American 
town, Broad streets, new houses, large stores well supplied 
with all sorts of things and a general atmosphere of business, 
Meny egencies again of agricultural implenents, also German, 
Danish and English firme represented. Also, as in Busk, 
meny butter merchants, for these regions here are the heart of 
the famous Siberian butter district, from where so much 


butter goes to London. 
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At noon we left, the country was level again, 
but the river banks were here and there over 100 feet high 
and in well protected nooks some heavy streaks of snow were 
still visible, 

The next day, Friday, June 30, saw us floating 
down the Obi for the whole day; the weather had become very. 
sultry and the ventilation on the 5,8. wasn't perfect, The 
landscape too was very monotonous and the country but thinly 
populated and ome couldn't help from thinking what millions 
of people Siberia atill can give shelter without being in 
the least overcrowded, At 7 Psi. we landed in Novo-Nikolay- 
efsh, & rather emall place and the next morning we left by 
brain for Omsk where I expected some telegrams and much 
mail, We were the whole of July lst enroute, passing through 
a monotonous level lendsctape with much swamp here and there. 


On Sunday, duly 2, we arrived et 4 A.M, in Omsk, We hunted 





around for rooms, but many pleees were filled up, on aceount 
of the agricultural exhibition being here; later on when the 
post office was opened I also obtained a goodly lot of mail, 
But here I will stop for this time. On the whole I didn't 
obtain much material; fruits were not to be had; graine were 
all in the field and those sazples of left-over seeds I 
inspected were of toc poor a quality to export and not only 
that, but the farmers themselves admitted they haven't got 
the right strains themselves and many are importing seeds 
from Russian every few years ae the grains lotally harvested 
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are often not of high quality, 
A few conclusions I have to makes viz., that the 
Siberian larch (Lerix sibdrica) is a splendid timber tree, 
oceurring in lovalities wven up to 8000 feet above sealevel, 
and where the growing season is not over 10 weeks; that 
intelligent experiments should be made with this larch, 
| especially in the cool, elevated regions of the United States, 
thet thie larch grows faster than any other cold enduring 
coniferous tree and that its lumber is priced by the Eussian 
settlers in the Altai, above any other wood, 

That the red and black currents from the Altei are 
vigorously growing sorts and may possess value for the cooler 
sections of the United States, They seem, however, to object 
to heat and drought and may not prove to be any improvement 
upon whet we possess already and may even not do well at all 
) in the Atlentic Coast regions and She Middle West, 
| That trifolium lupinaster stands more drought, 
cold and exposure to hot, burning sun, than any other clover 
I ever saw and that, although rather small, may heve value 
|  a& @ Orop by itself for dry, cold regions or may be sown 
| broadcast engether with Medicago faleate on the grazing lands 
in the semi-arid regions of the United States, 

That certain of the Vicias and a Lathyrus as seen 
in the valleys of the Altai, seem to be valuable for pasturing 


purposes and may be experimented with the same as is suggested 


with Trifolium lupinaster. 
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And last, that the Russian farmers of Siberia 
could be more benefited by intreducing certain hardy products 
of the northern United States into Siberia then the American 
farmers will be benefited by the introduction of Siberian 
productions into the United States, but that on this last 
subject a very great deal of painsteking experimental work . 
has to be dome yet 

Well, and now I am through with this book-Like 
report and am in hopes you may find time to wade through it. 

With kindest of wishes, also to all in our office, 
I remain, Mir, Fairchild, 

Yours very sineerely, 


FRANK N, MEYER, 
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Omsk, Siberia, 
Waly 16, 1911. 

Dear My, Pairchilds 

How I am coming to the answering of the numerous 
letters I received from you for these last days. I really 
have been walting for 5 final letter telling ue the sort 
of work is demanded from me this present Macal year, but 
i realise that all these things haven't been made out yet. 
The eablegram I received showing se I will be on the alfslfa 
problem for some time, well, later on more about this. And 
now I am in posaession of 21 letters of yours and will 
angwer them chronologicaliy. 

Letter of 
of Ur, Wight's letter of March 17 about Rosa xanthina; 1 foreign 


5, 1911, with enclosures of copy 





List of addresses and 1 list ef domestic addresses. 

I see your remark re the propagation of new plant 
material by yourselves aa facliliies for handling have a¢ 
wuch increased. Well, thai is good news to hear, I always 
thought it to be vetter, but after experiences at Chico with 
my things and the success of the Glen St. “ary's Nurseries 
with the persimmons, I am still of the opinion that a cer- 
tain proportion, enyway, of valuable things ought te be 
turned over to specialista 1. 





You ask my opinion shether the statement is trues, , 
as Hesers. V. N. Gauntlett & Co,, Hurserymen in Cniddingford, 
g Kaki loves lime or chalk 
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L372. | 
rubbish in the soil. Well, in my opinion it is not so. 
What they de love is decomposed rock and ag seen in China, 
they like especially a reddish granite which makes a warm, 
rich and well drained soil. How Imgland is cold and wet. 
ag you know and lime or chelk rubbish has a tendency to uake 
the soil warmer, lighter and in seme cases evan more fertile 
ami now this may explein the whole thing. The Dutch in plant- 
ing fruit trees also like to throw a basket full of old 
broken bricks and chalk rubbish in the hole, where @ grape 
vine or a fruit tree is going to be planted. They say it 
gives strength to the trees and.they set heavier fruit. 
Maybe the reagon that pergimmona set better in China than 
in America is right on account of not having enough rocks 
in the soil in the last case, 

From your lists of addresses to which my bulletin has 
been sent and from the list that I sent in and to which 
matter Mise Gramer was so kind to attend, I see a goodly 
number of folks have been given a chance to get acquainted 
with the fruits and nuts of Chins. I expect as a result 
therefrom meny cvestions and possibly some new information, 
As soon as I know where my winter headcuarters ere going te 
be, I will order 50 copies to give to those I come in contact 
with on these coming trips, thet is, if they are interested 
in our work. 

Letter of April. 6, 1911, with enclosures ef copy 
of a letter to i, Nelson in Shensi, Chine and two photes 
: Yes, I will be on the lookout for 
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1575. 
this fellow, As I look si the phote I Mind this apecies te 
be somewhat, like the one I sent seeds of under Uo, 88la, 
SPI flo, 22625. Have you any idea where these seeds went tof 


I sent other Asparagi under §.P.I. Nos, 201868, 20557, 22038, 





22624, 22626, 23014, 23015 and 26016. 

Letier of April 7, 181), with enclesures of letters 
from Mr, A. Zappone and tae Auditer for the state and other 
tmonts, settling o accounts for the quarter ending 
ey 31, 1810. Ali right, my thanks please te the gentle~ 








man mentioned, 





wetter of April 30, 1931. I see your remarks abou 
that curlous misteke mide in the bieweekly bulletin with 
giogug, No. £1906, Fanny that 1, out in 
Central Asia, was the only one te write you about it. Now 








shout these Oleasters, I wrote about so mach. I hepe you 
will have received by thie time samples of seeds and cuttings. 





I am not of the opinion, however, es Mr, Swingle is, that 
this fruit ie available straight away for our Nerthwest. 
The large fruited varicties have beem develeped in compara- 
tively wild climes and they are not very hardy. The small 
fruited ones, however, are much hardier but~-much selection 
has to take place before accepta 
About photegraphe of these Oleasterss I sent some pictures 
in the last bunch of photosy they are, however, of trees 








ble fruits will be developed, 
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LB74. 
oly, A branch of fruit I teok didn't come out well at all. 





tis ee tig 


umities for life-size picture takin; 





flowers are not favorable in the wilds. One really needs 





room with good jight for it and a plate of ground glass 
to lay specimens on. I sen$ you 
and I hope they were in good eno 


gemplee of Oleaster fraite 






eh condition te be phote- 
graphed. The inventory note Bo, 1546a gives auch 4 rather 
deteiled description of the uses ef these Gleasters that I 


ean't add any more to these enumerations. Im case I take 





up the breeding of Gleasters myself and possible hybridisa~ 
tion work too with other species, then we will come across 
Sone funny problems. Eas anyone evar triea to cross Es Hoes 
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pugustifolia hortensais with E, longises? What curious sort 





of a fruit might one expect? 
Yes, these poplars from Central Asia. I most cem 





' think they are going to be of great value to us in 
the Western States, especially now that lumber 





gcexcer and more expensive all the time. In nearly the whole 





Goinese Turkestan the lumber ef Pooulua 








 P. alba throw in end ne village would be complete 
As they grew se re- 


gions, where irrigation 
ourac, I fully believe that 
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1375. 
the comparatively small amount of money ve spent in Chinese 
Turkestan will be « mere nothing in comparison to the benefits 
derived from the ebsorvations on these poplars to settlers 
and lumber deslera in especially tree~less sections of the 
Western United States. As match making material alone, theas 
poplara may be worth hundreds of thousands of dollars annually. 
I hope the cuttings I teok of them have arrived in good condi- 
tion for a party anyway, and that they will turn out to be 
lesa subject to diseases than some of the same varieties that 


have been intreduced already in the States, Among the photes 





I sent you a few days ago there are some nice ones showing 
some of these poplers and I am expecting others to arrive 
yet. (I had to send the films to St. Petersburg for develop- 
nent, aa here they are net able to do it.) 

About the "Karagatch” tree Mr, Crone told you about, 
Yes, one might call it the national tres of Central Asia, 
not only of Persiz. Kara-gatch and Kare~yagatch, as is said 
in Chinese Turkesten, means simply black weed, on account of 
the darimess of color of the heart wood of these elms. To 
gee the profound shade these interesting treea creduce, please 
see photos 583, 564 and 565 also No, 644, In cities like 
Log Angeles and other cities and towns of Southern Galiferni«, 
Arizona, New Mexico and Texas, they woul’ oreve te be the most 
popular shade and park trees yet introduced. Had I been able 
to retura in autum te Merw I would have bought a few hundred 
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Foung specimens. fow I teld my interpreter to let me mow 
whether we could obé4in some in Tashkent thie winter. (He 
roturned to Tashkent a few days ago.) ‘There are a few 
varieties in existence and they are not 411 alike for street 
planting qualities. Those in Merw and Tashkent are nostly 
low branching varieties fit for parke mostly, while those of 
Kashgar are grafted nigh and are of a more globular shape 
and are suited better to be planted in front of houses of 
Classical outlines and fer atrest lining purposes, 

Those winter peaches and ditto-nectarines of Chinese 
Turkestan ere not of very fine qualities, they are rather hard 
fleshed and none teo aweet, but keeping as they do for several 
months when protected from the cold, of course, they msy N11 
& gap on our fruit tebles. I hope perhaps within a couple of 
years, Mr, Tayler will be able to pass his verdict on them. 
Perhaps it will be *Mene, mene, Tekel.® 





Then I see iy, Dorsett Rust be awfully busy in 


entirely to drop a fellow on the ether end of the globe a 





line so as to keep in contact. 





And the Yarrow Garden smust be interesting too, from 





what I hear of you. Some years mpy pass yet before I will 
inspect it with an appreciative eye. By that time I wonlt 
recognise some of my introductions any wore, Wheat malght have 


been a shrub in China might have becows e tree in Maryland {. 
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The People's Garden Asscciation must be en interest~ 
ing sort of an organization and highly instructive and health 
promoting. Do you keep a show ground where model plantings 
have been made? You will find your precious time still further 
occupied with this work, but-~it is a geod work, Mr. Fairchild; 
it is beth brain and bedy eleveting! Now make your Botanical 
Gardens in Washington somewhat on the Kew Gardens plan and you 
will have done enough to become immortalt 





of April 11, with enclosure of copy of 
Mr, Husamann?s letter of April 10, loll, about raisins sent 


from Turkestan. As in succeeding letters, viz., in those 
dated May 6, 1911 and dune 14, 1911, Mr, Hussmann comes back 
upon this gubject of the curing processes these raisins might | 
have been subjected to. I will answer them all at once, 

Ho, these reisins in Chinese Turkestan are not reated 
with any dip or spray. J also asked especially why it was they 


were so peculiar green. They said it was due to the fruit 





deying on the plants and the absence of dews, They said, 
however, that to make the fruits plump, they sprinkled them 
with salty weter after they were picked. I suppose it is the 
extraordinary dry climate with no rain at all so te say that 
gives these raisins from Khotan such « peculiar green color. 
The more yellowish raisins from furfan «hich I bought 
in Aksu are known for their salty after taste. Gome say they 
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1378. 
taste like melons. It is no doubt due te the fact that the 
ease they are raised in is strongly alkaline and intensely 
hot in summer so the plents take in apparently great quantities 
of saline matter, which is left in the fruits. A411 grapes in 
Central Asia are grown under irrigation, ef course, and the 
natives say that one can control the keeping quelities of 
grapes for a good desl by regulating the water supply. The 
more water one gives the larger the berries, but the shorter they 
keep and some of these raisin grapes if overwatered bust and 
become unfit for raisin meking. I hope this little bit of 
information will be of use to Mr, Hussmomn, 
Well, my new helper calle me to go hunting for 
Mebtoage faleats seade and I will conclude herewith. Tomorrow, 
hore. 
| With best of regards to you ali, I remain, Mr. 
Fairchild, | 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N, MEYER. 
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1579. 
Omsk, Siberia, 
July 20, 1912 

Dear Mr, Fairchild 

Yesterday I left off with your letier of April ll, 
Lei, and today I will begin with your letter of April 15, 
2911, with the enclosure of Mr. Taylorts statement, re sweet 
apricot kernels from Chinese Turkestan, dated April 11, 1911, 
Yea, I soe tir, Taylor thinks these kernels te bo of culte a good 
cuslity, although not good enough to be grown for seeds only, 
but I think that as these kernels alone could be harvested more 
or less like almonds, the trees wouldn't need the attention 
that apricots do gorwn for fruit only and that in localities 
where labor is scarce, or where the ordinary large-fruited 
apricots do not succeed very well, thesc sead ov kernel apri- 
cots might possibly be profitably grow tor their seeds only. 
The Chinese are doing it already and when it pays these shrewd 
people, it will alse pay us the more as there is no perceptible 
increase in the world’s nut supplies, although tho nut eating 
population inereases by leaps and bounds. 
ennouncing thet vou received 





my letter from Aksu and the picture P.0. from fuldja. Glad to 
hear these messages reached you after such long journeys. 


with enclosure of Ur. Huss+ 





mann's letter of May 6, 1911, re raisins received. This I 
answered already yesterday. Those grapes there in Sonora were 
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1360. 

probably introduced there by the Spanish RB, C. misaionaries and 
those seedlogs ones called Kishmish were gotten most probably 
by the Spanish people from the Turks who got them out of 
Central Asiz or out of Asis Minor. Kishmish ia « owre Turkish 
name, meaning yomething like fine, excellent, es I was teld, 
I waan't able, hewever, to verify this ptatement, but that these 
grapes are of igiatic origin seems elmost certain, for in 
Turkestan alone they have 4 distinct vorieties of Kishmish. 

Letter of May 16, 1911, with the stetement of Mr. 
D, MacGregor thet whiteness of bark of thet particular species 


is believe to be due to climstie conditions snd 





of pers esta) 


age, etc. Rate! Why showld Finus Sumgeene lose its white 





bark and why should this persimmon acjuire it there in Sentral 
China? ‘Those stetenents do not go exactly hand in hand, 

Not only that, but this white barked persimmon dees not even. 
goour in Horta Chinas 1+ wants more moisture and can't stead 
the dey cold of the North. By and by you will find out that 
these 2 species are distinct; when beck in China I will try 
te collect herbarium material of this white barked fellow; 

of DB, Lotus 1 sent in cuite 2 good number of dried specimens, 
bat at those times I was in Central China, I was either too 
eaxly to collect material or didn't come in the lecalities 
where I had noticed them et first, In ease the aceds Irs. 
MeGregor gent you germinate well, you will find the leaves 

of this white barked species to me more lanceolate, more pointed 
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1351, 
then those of D. Lotus end the structure in general too, more 


leathery, Yes, it is true that Pinus ng in the native 





city of Shanghai and alse in Hangchow and Soochow where I 
noticed them too, loses its whiteness of bark. Fut why? It 
Simply is too moist there and in Ghanghad 411 that sect that 
ia being poured out continuously by steamers and factories 
doesn't tend to make trees white barked anyway. But we find 
the same thing with desert planta. As you know, most desert 
plants are of a whitish tinge, well, the moment one brings 
these creatures in moister localitics and gives them less 
direct gun, they lose ail their whitenss ani become often 
entirely green. This whiteness of bark or of skin in plants is 
simply a means of wrobection, devised by Sature to prevent 
the accumulation of too much heal, just like in other plants 
she found out that @ veat of cork was very effective for the 
gaue purpose. 

i elise see Mr. Taylorts remark re the dried peaches 
from Aarghalik, I sent inj yea, I knew they were not 0.K. but 
I mainly seat thom as a curious product of the country. 


Jui with list emclosed of state 





of condtion Nes. 931-980 arrived in Washingten, DB, 0. I am 
downright sorry t see so many porlshed enroute and especially 
that.of some nutbers every single one bad died. Thet is too 

| bad, after having donese much howe, and tzying work to coliect 

| them, ship them, and describe them! Of course, still sore 
could have perished and 1 see thot of the more important things 
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1382, 
at least a fow were alive, You, as you say, it is @ good long 
tine for olanis to be enroute. Collected as the mterial was 
in eerly Merch and not srriving in Washingten until May 11th 
means & months and in spring time that means that everything 
wes commencing te grow before 14 arrived at its destination. 
if the malis in Russie were like they are in Western Europe 
i think nearly all of the material would heve arrived in good 
condition, I see on the P, 6, you sent mS dated April 27, 1912, 
thst material I sent off from Kashgar on February 6, 1901, 
arrived in Washington on April 24, 1811. Well, that is some-~ 
thing seamdaloue | That is ever two months and a helf while 
letters go in a pevied of between 3 and 5 weeks! I suppose they 
threw those percels somewhere in 4 corner ani forgot all about then! 
Or~--they were inspested ts see if anything forbidden wes among 
the stuff 
3 suppose the seeds of these wild apples and sild 
apricots have reached you since; I else sent then off from 
Kuldje aa I wrote you from that place, To make an arrangenent 
with gomebody there in Chinese Turkestan to collect and ahip 
 @ large quentity of these wild frulis won't be on easy job. 
The Roman Gatholic missionaries ere the only people who could 
do it, but--one of the tro f know is en old man and the other, 
@lthough younger, cannot be relied upeng be hei meil for me 
directed back te senders while I had left special instructions 
sohak, Omsk or St. Petersivurg, according 
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1883, 
to dates, I will write the older missionary sbout this matter 
and gee what he answers, The shipping in or out of Chinese 
Turkestan is wade so difficult for non-Russianat overy thing 
hag to be opened ani inspected at the frontier which ia three 
days! away from Buldja, Things from or to places out of Russia 
are subjected to sometiacs crest duties, dene of course te 
promote Russian trade and to stifle commercial intercourse 
th other comtries. They would not even allow me to send 
semples of seed straight awey to Vashington and I therefore 


ghipsed everything through our Consul in 34, Petersburg. 





in my letters and in the inventory nibbes as much information eg 


I was able te obtain end otherwige I cam only aay in big 
| letiera the word, *POSSTRILITIZSI" Yhen I noticed the true 
wild alfalfa in the mountains near Bachar-den and near Kisil- 


Kurgan (No. 14602) I surely would not heave believe these 





plants to have been the ancestors of our luxurious, tail 
elfalfa giving up te 7 crops a year, but they are just the sane 
end whom of us mortals will be able to say what possibilities 
there are laying latent in soze of these Central Asian alfalfas, 
and these from other parts of our globe and in the hybrids and 
selections that we may obtain from them alll 
hy: And to take photos of these wild alfalfas in thet tine 


i 


of year, when we had to dig out the roots from underneath the 





| xh 

remained from last year's growth with one's eyes, not to say 
taking a picture of them. I tock some photes of a few of them 
last week here in the vicinity of Omsk ond coming dow in the 
headquarters of EB. Paleata, as is said to be sround Semipala— 
tinsk, I will try to get a goodly number of photographs. But 
you may know that a shoto taken from a herbarium specimen, 
being flat and dry, almost invariably gives a better picture 
for illustrating purposes, than one taken from a plant in the 
field, My old chief, Prof. Hugo de Vries in Amsterdam, had 
often occasion to remark upon this to me. 


Aes Pe the sefe arrival of 





regards to me. Many thanks | I trust Mr, Cates will send us 
anything of value when he comes across it. 


in which you state that 





I should plant to publish extracts of my letters about this 
exploration trip. Well, I out oy chesrvethona into your hands, 
Mr. Fairchild, and I leave it over to you to give as iittle 

or as wide a publicity to them as you see fit. I cannet attend 
te such things myself, being not in touch with the world as 
large, but as i am being paid out of the people's money, they 
have, of course, the right to demand a certain amount of infor~ 
mation from me; but as I said, this is entirely in your hands. 

About these hardy wild apples and apricota and the 


desert poplara, yes, they are important and my notes on them 
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1585. 
make you prebably realize so. If the photos turn out well, I 
took of them and about which photos I just wired this very 
morning, to St. Petersburg, then we will have some illustrative 
material. But, let me also assure you, Ur. Fairchild, that the 


| picture of some scrubby, wild apple or apricot between some 


other vegetation has nothing particularly beautiful or attrac- 
tive about it. Im the various arboreta of this world, one | 
finda much better illustrative material. 

And now about Ames! Exactly as I thought. Too far 
away, too short a season. We spoke about this very matter in 
1908 and 1 tela you then that it would be much better to have 
& northern orepagating garden somewhere in New Ingland, about 
a day's distance from Washington than to have this Ames 3~4 
days away from us. You were glad to have my opinion then, 
but Mr. Dorsett not having stepped in then, nothing further 
was dene, Ames surely will remain one of our cooperators, 
but as for propagation and distribution, it is not enough 
under our control and teo far from either Chico or Washington. 

I see you are hungry for photegraphs of mine. 

Well, I am awfully sorry for all the delays my pictures have 
been subjected too, but—please take inte consideration I an 
absolutely in the hands of the meil as regards photes and 
shipments of live material, and Russian meils are working at 
times so most peculiar that one often wonders that no more 


things go astray yet than are going. I suppose, however, 
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you received my three registered letters of July 14 containing 
altogether 58 photoes and 58 films. I sent off another bunch 
of films to 54. Petersburg on July 6 after having experimented 
here with a so-called good photographer with disastrous results 
and I wrote them te wire me receipt of the package so as to let 
we figure out how long I would have to wait for them, Well, 
last night I received a telegraphic reply that they vere 
received July 14; that telegram, however, was received here 
on the 15th, I mace a complaint about it te the authorities, 
and the man in charge made hia exeuses saying he had overlooked 
my namel That is the Russien Telegraph servicett 

Have you ever received that parcel of photes and 
pletes I sent off from Tiflis and which matter you put in the 
hands of the Department of State? 

And the Yarrow Garten going to be increased by 
more than 100 acres! Good Lord, you have big intentions! 
I do hope Mr. Leigh Hunt's health will be improved so that 
he may take a delight in strolling through that garden. 
, Stating you received 





expense accounts for the quarter January, February and Mareh, 
1911. Also, that the receipt of the Russo-Asiatic Bank at 
Kashgar for 9 cases with seeds and herbarium material had 
tem stored for safekeeping, OK. In connection with this, 
I found here in Omsk a letter from Mr, Heinga: 





iner, our Congul 


in Batoum that the cases had not arrived yet in his city. Well, 


ee agit 
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I wrote back to him immediately asking to make inquiries and 
I was about to wire to Kashgar and to Andijan for information 
when I received a wire from Mr. Heingartmer on July 9th that 
he wanted 200 wndihes gent to him, Then I supposed that the 
gages had arrived and that he was perhaps short of cash, being 
right at the beginning of the new fiseal year and funds might 
not have reached him yet. Well, on July 101 sent hia the 
money and a telegram with it and today I reeeived the follow- 
ing telegram from him, "NINE CASES JUST ARRIVED. LEAVE FoR 
NEW YORK NEAT WEE 





HSINGARTHER." Go I am in hoves now the 
things that are contained in these cases will soon be in 
your hands, But doesn't it take time? 

About probable excenses you mention in that letter. 
Yes, that is now all settled already, thank Heavens, and I 
wonder if wy wire sent from Busk on June 27th really came 
early inte your hands. 

I am also taking note of the enclosed copies of 
Dr, Howard's letter and the one of Mra. Patterson re entono- 
logical and botanical materiel received. 
D., about obtaining more 





material of wild apples and apricots, etc. Yes, I erete you 
already sbout this, that I will try to find out from the 

Roman Catholic missionaries in and near Euldja whether there 
is a possibility for that, Yes, the pile of mail I found in 
Chugutchak truly was imposing and my head bussed and eyes ached 
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1588. 
before I was through with it all. 





S.P.I. numbers, I am gled te be able to add these numbers on 


the set of inventory cards I am keeping myself. 

Then there were algo several newspaper clippings in 
these last letters. Many thanks to those who enclosed them, 
Pooular scieitific items are especially welcome; polities not, 
they tire one too much of man at largel 

Well, and ae ny eyes tire me, I must step for today; 
the travel in the desert regions hag made them somewhat more 
sensitive than they used to be and ag I need them so much in 
thie work, I have to be careful. 

With best of Greetings and wishes to you all, I 
remain, Mr. Fairchild, 


Yours respectfully, 





RAWK N. MEYER. 
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1389. 
Qusk, Siberia, 
July 21, 1911. 
Dear Mir, Fairchild: 

Now I am coming to answer the remainder of your 
letters, but 3 letters have come in again today and yesterday 
so the buneh has been added te. 

Letter of June 14, 1911, with enclosures of copies 
of letters to Messrs, Paletsky in Chartchul and Roosa in New 
York. Yes, a curious case? Real Russian, though? I had a 
letter written to Mir, Paletsky in Russian on July 11 and 
g@uppose he received 1% already. 4Hr. Paletsky is like most 
Russian people; they de net answer their correspondence 
apparently. Very pleasant they are when one visits then 
but they seem to hate writing. Te some of these men I came 
in contact with on my past journeys, I had sent ordinary and 
registered letters, sometimes even a few photos or samples, 
but one does not receive vephies. 

Wir, Heingartner wrote me from Batoum under date of 
May 12, 1911 that he had sent on the 8th of May 1 pood of 
- alfalfas seed that had been received from Chartchui by direct 
steamer to Baltimore; alse 5 packages from the same place, 
but that he didn't know contents as there was no letter or 
anything with it. Well, I suppose it is melon or desert plant 
 geeds that is in these 3 packages. I had given Mr. Paleteky 
10 roubles in June, 1910, requesting him to buy us a pood of 
that famous alfalfa seed of the Oase of Khiva of which I wrote 
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1396. 
you over 4 year ago and in January 1911 I wrote him that 
owing to a change in my plans of travel I wouldn't be able 
to visit him this winter and te be so kind end send anything 
he had for us to mr, Heingartner in Batoum and te send ne 
bills of expenses, etc, I hed this letter written in Russian 
and in a pleasing way go I cannot see the reason why he never 
replies. If this box you speak about head only Opuntia eubbines 
in it and these cuttings were somewhat arily packed, then no 
doubt they will be alive yet; Cactae can stend an awful lot 
or neglect before they are stone dead. 


» With enclesures of cepies 





of letiers from Messrs. Taylor, Husmann and Murrill. ‘The 
letter from Wr. Husmann I answered already, re saltish after- 
taste of the Turfan raisins. ‘The letter of Dr. Murril re 
determination of fungi needs no comment. Mr. William A. 
Taylor's letter of June 16th, 1911, is of importence as it 
shows that these wild apples I sent in may prove something 
different from whet we have already. 


with 3 enclosures, 





being copies of letters from Rh. E. hansen sent to the Seore~ 
tery. Well, here we have a few problems before ust Yes, you 
are quite right in the thought that if I would be asked to 
git still for a month or even a week in such a Kirghiz or 
Kalmuk settlement, I would find conditions toe be almost un- 


bearable. Qne would go crasy almost, but then—I would make 


an arrangement with them by which I would get a tent or a 
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1591. 
house for myself. To live with these primitive, unclean people 
im one tent for more then a night, I certainly would not do. 
Yea, this pushing on and that feeling to concuer new worlds 
all the tine is the great spring that drives us om. And when 
one setiles down then for some time as I am doing now here in 
Omsk then one feels really that one Bes played out himself 
just a little bit. 

Those 100 reubles worth of watches ien't so awfully 
big an amount! 8 silver watehes of 10 roubles each and a few 
of cheaper values soon makes 16 roubles. One cannot give away 
those dollar watches very well in these parts of the world, 
because one mostly has to make a present to somebody in 
authority, the ordinary people prefer a present in cash. I 
still have the ruined things with me and hardly know what to 
do with them, Perhaps I get rid of them in China, There 
anything is of value! 

And now as to the Hedicage situation. On Saturday, 
July 15, 1911, 16 A.M. I recieved a letter from =r. Jacob Be 
Comer, our Consul in St. Petersburg, with the following 
telegran enclosed, "COLLEUED TO FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS RED CLOVER 





PALCATA RUTHENICA AND HYBRID SEED, WAIT LETTERS JUNE TWENTYS 
Ssco0np, WILSOH.* Mr. Conner also wrete me he had wired this 


gram to me. I never received it, however! We had them 





search through the liste at the telegraph office here in Omsk, 
but—-i% wag not received here, I wrote back immediately to 
Mr, Conner asking to inquire please into this business. Well, 


this means, of course, 4 big lot of work, the collecting of 
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1592, 
such smounts of seeds of wild plants. I am not sure I can 
get so much as 800 pounds of each. Fe will try, however, and 
i have been busy these last days asking among the farmers if 


they were willing to contract upon H. falcata which is mown 





here as "Stepnei Klever” and as "deekii sjolty Elever" meaning 
steppe-~ lucerne, clover, alifalfe and wild, yellow clover, lucerne, 
or alfalfa. The ordinary farmers use the word Klever to denote 
anything that is trifoliate and fit for fodder. Up te this 
moment we have not been successful in finding anyone who wag 


willing to bite. They may be found yet, however! I got a 





me~Huasien helper who has been a fermer himself and knows 
some too about these fodder plants and he is trying to round 
people up on this problem. I also had a conference with some 6 


gts here and I found out thet they had bought one peod 





of seeds of UM. falcata in Semipalatinsk whers this yellew 
alfalfa is growing much more vigorous then here around Omsk, 
ag I wag aseured. They had sowm it at the Experimental Station 
here this year, but as they are experiencing here a fearful. 
drought the crop ism't much of a success. 

About collecting thowe wild apples here in the 
Horthern Alateu, near Lepsinsk, in connection with this alfalfa 
eolleeting around Semipalatinsk, Yes, I will see if I can 
unite the two, It is quite a trip again, however, to Lepsingk; 


distances are very great here and travel slow, My plans haven't 


been made up yet entirely as regards the best routes to take, 
to collect cll these seeds, Wild apricets, however, do not 


eceur in the Alatau for so far as I know, although one might 
a 
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roots could have been grabbed out even in winter or a few 





1893, 
still come across them, 

About having collected seeds of ii, Paicsts on my trip 
from Kuldje to Chugwtchak, Well, yes, = few seeds only; the 
Snows and winds hed necked down everything and I enly found s 
few pods, I will send them a few days from now, together with 
geome more material, First I want te be through with all this 
correspondence, capecialiy since 1 am now in the right meed te 
wade through 14 ali. I am having quite 2 cerrespondence besides 
with you, Mr. Fairchild; these shipping egencies, Consuls, banks, 
photographers, scientific correspondents, relatives and friends 
constantly recuire to be looked after, end tnen trying to get 
@ eclentifically trained interpreter that alse is keeping me in 
eorrespondence with some parties. 

And now « few remarks about Mr, Hansen's letters, I 
am glad to see so many people are applying for these hardy 
elfalfas, I suppess however, with many it is a mere curiosity 
te try something new and not the factthat M. falcata will drive 
out BM. gativa. Mr. Hansen stetes that the common clfalfa comes 
frem the tropics] ond semi-tropical regions in Southern Asias 
well, here is something entirely new to us! Why dees a scien- 
tific man make such an untruthful statement? 


jinoga which is said te occur around 





Bi, Araraty well, when it ocours om 4 high, dry table lend some 
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found anyway. it ie aot a pleasant work in winter, true, but— 


“ib ean be done. I have been trying to have Mr. Rollow of the 
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1504. 
Botanical Garden in Tiflis send out a man to collect some seeds 
and send you these seeds, I wonder if he has done so already. 
What do you think of my offering ir, Rollow 50 or a 100 roubles 
to defray expenses to some out of uy appropriation of this year? 
Please write me about it. 

About netural hybrids of IM, faleata x UM, sativa 
oceurring somewhere along the edges of Northern and also in 
Central Mongolia. Wo, I never heard of that. I wonder where 
Mr, Hansen obtained this statement? When there are hybrids 


there then there mist be alse both parents and then we would 


have a hardy 5, setiva straight away, but how would that be 


possible for a real E, sativa, o native of tropical southern 
Asia (taking Hansen's own words) to occur in Northern and 
Gentral Mongolia? 

I sent you seeds of 4 hardy HU, sativa under No. 1617a 

obtained in Ghugutchak and, of course, these cultivated 

alfalfas might have become hybridised with M, falcata, which 
however, I did not notice around Chugutchak. I also asked Mr, 
Delbescheff, the Rugsian Consul thare and whe lived for several 
years in Kebde and Uliesutad, whether alfalfa was growmm there 
and he said no. But, of course, I would not depend upon this 
statement, for it might be grown in such relatively small 
quantities that the average mon wouldn't have noticed it. I 
am wondering now whether these alfalfa roots I sent in under 
No. 985 arrived alive and shat sort of « plant it will turn 
out to be. 
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About the hardy pears Hansen speaks about. You have 
been getting now aeeds and scions from tr, Parker in Mukien 
@nd I suppose a few things are alive yet anyway of all thet 
material I sent in. Should more be recuired, of course, then 
I will give more attention to Manchuria and Eastern Siberia 
instead of to the valley of the Yellow River. 


And it is the same with peaches, 








On the black and red currants as seen in the Altai, 
I wrote you already and even sent sowe cuttings of a red one, 
under So. 987. My opinion, is however, they love cool and 
moist regions more than they do intensely wala and dry places. 
Por Western Europe they will be excellent. 

The red clover, Mr. Hansen mentions in his letter of 
dune 8, 1911, I alse eaw, but—very few plants. The steoling 
out of them was also by far not as great as thet of the 
erdinary red clover and ther were rather hairy. However, 
there may be mich variation among them and I didn't pags 


through localities where they grew in any abund 





The vetches and a large specie of Lathyrus 





me as being much more valuable for dry end cold regions + 





this clover did. 
I am very grateful indeed thet you gave me an oppor~ 
tunity to see these letters of Mr, Hanseny they have given me 
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1596. 
quite sone information, also seeing in them many things that 
were not written dom, 





7 : : 2, im which the alfalfa 
. situstion is somewhat more emphasized. Yes, in case I really 
do got great quantities, I will let you know by wire. However, 


oe 


the telegraph should be sparingly used as we fellews have been 
instructed and the way it works in Russia often does not exceed 
the speed of a letter. 

It pleases mo mach to soe that seme of the alfalfas 
I sent in from the Caucasus have pulled threuch and that Mr. 
Oliver has been able to use them te tgtatdtentien work. One 
heers ao rarely what has beeome of the things one collected 


that an occasional sclimose like this gives added sest to this 


work. 


I will try to find out more about this Medicage 


A pity there sre ao few peeple in Russie who mow 





ng of the flora of their own land. 
I ave what you say in regard to the trip te Poking 

vie Urge end Kalgan. Well, of couroe, it is more or less a 

desert region, but-—then one never knows what oe way find, 

Around Eiachta there are sald t© grow some very good apples, 

algo cereals. Near Kiachte there is « mountain called Khen Ula, 
having s sacred forest on ita slopes. Around Urge land is 

being rapidly colonised by Chinese avttlers to it must be fit 
fer eultivation. The dreariest piece of road is between Urga 

and Kalgan, there it seems to be pretty near all desert with 
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1397. 
here and there a Mongol encampment near water courses. From 
Kalgan to Peking used to be 4-5 days by carts, but the Chinese 
built « railroad ami it is only several hours now, Between 
Kalgen and Suen-hws-fu some of the finest grapes of North 
China are grown end closer to Peking we get all these fine 
persianon orcharnis, but IT have been. in these last regions 
and don't expect to find anything new. I creposed that trip 
for a great deel, because with my numerous baggage travel by 
- Pailroad is almost more expensive yet then by horses or carts 
and--in the twain one has no epportamity at all, se te say, 
to obtain anything end then the customs house formalities in 
passing these different apheres of influences are far fron 
pleasant, I surmise, however, some work may have te be dene 
in Manchuria this winter as the collecting of wild rice of which 
Mr, Scofield writes and perhaps scions again to be obtained of 
| | I om ewaiting foller instructions on that 





matter. But then it will be necessery to go by train ani make 
stop-offs here and thers. Sould the work of collecting various 
leguminous seeds and of other things here in West ani Central 
Siberia take longer than I expeeted and should Manchuria come 
inte the program too, then I will not be able te proceed very 
fer into China, but may have to vosteiot. ayeel? to the Shantung 
province only and pestpene the work in the fellow River Valley 
for another year. 
as to what would be best to do and them this exploration work 
dg such a confounded gauble ongpay with the interpreters, 





ng is nob quite clear to me just now 
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* 1598. 
assistants and the mails, that one really feels wmable to 


make a clean forecast. 





| » in which you are 
inferning me that Dector Galloway hea returned sania and is 
wuch better, Well, that ia good news te heart I wish I could © 
be in Washington and have a talk with the Dector and listen to 
some of his experiences in Japan, dawa and sherever he has been. 

Mr. Suingle in the Saharay Mr, Oliver in Europe; 
lir, Piper in the Philippines, Mr. Bisset in Florida; Geed 
Heavens, I am net the only one moving around. I suppese it 
is you, who with a longing eye, often looks toward the four 
eorners of the earth and envies the reamers their expariences! 
Yes, so it goes, Mr, Feirchild, but still, you have sean more 
of this old globe than most of us combined and there is a good 
deal of gonsolation in that! 

Yes, Mr. Tayler holds out wonderfully well! He is 
one of those quiet, sasy-going mon and these sort of natures 
heave as « rule more reserve vitelity than those thet exhibit 
great force at one time and do not know what to do the next. 

I do not envy him all that executive work « bit, but his ways 
of keeping so well uncer it ere most instructive to some of us. 

And Ue, Zeeks in California coing te put 40 acres of 
good land to your Udel Well, my congratulations te you for 
this news. All things come to him whe waits, as the saying 
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1599, 

goes, and in this case you are beginning te reap laurels. Hes 
it really taken about 10 years for this preduct to be taken up 
now? I ramember you told me thet it takes generally ten yeare 
for « new introduction either to be G success or-~the contrary 

Miss Cramer's message I received also with some of 
the office gossip in it. It often seems as if I am out longer 
already than only 23 monthe. I suppese the creator difficulties 
ik experienced and the deeper living I am subjceted te make me 
feel a0, for, allow we to say so, Mr. Fairchild, this egrieul- 
tural exploration werk is a mighty great education to the man whe 
is able to stand it, I+¢ often mocks hia hard and ateaiy, but 
if he has resistance power enough, he comes out hardened and 
strengthened and is often greteéeful that he went through his 
experiences. I will admit, however, that not all peeple are 
fit for it. Those in love; those loving home-life: these 
liking case, stc. these people mist not go in for it. ‘That 
dees not mean, of course, than an explorer haen't got such 


eelings; oh, ne, it simply means he doesn?t allow thom te 





rule him. Bui bere i em getiing on demgerous grounds and had 


better stop with it. 





Leuver 6 Si, wlth letters of authorisation 
and of instructions enclosed. Many thanks! 

Letter of June 29, 1911, with enclosure of copy of Mr, 
Seofield's letter re Asiatic perennial wild rice. Wo, I do not 
have notes ao yet on this plant, if you have any, please send 
me copies, I come across this wild rice on my trip through 
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1400. 
8 . BE. Siberia in the fall of 1906. Wasses of it grow around 


Leake Hanke, North of Wladivestock and the numerous waterfowl 


there probably feed on ite seeds. I didn't hear it was col-~ 
lected. These regions were go lonely enyweay thet the only 
people observed were some fishermen. I teok a phote of a 
fisherman's hut made out of reed and this wild rices photo 
No. 255, it is. Perhaps it may interest Mr. Scofield. 

The Southern forms of 14 is a beloved vegetable in 
South and Central China. They call it the "Kabe® around 
Soochow watt Henares: I sent rhisomes of i% under No. 525 
and 526, Please see these notes for further information 
(SPI No, 14631}, Gur American Consuls in Tamsui, Formosa, 
heve also been sending rhizomes, bub for so far ae I know a 
similar fate befell them aa mine, viz., shar had perished 
upon arrival. Whsab docs Mr. Scofield want them for? The 
Northern form is a waterweed, often growing in 10 feet of 
water as I noticed and forming serious obstacles in navigable 
waters! The big southern form is planted out as a regular 
vegetable and the wild sowthera type grows along. canals in 
mild Cental China and leoks much like Typha Jetifelia, The 
inside of tae young stems of the cultivated one does teste 
@ll right, somewhet like stewed lettuce stemsy some foreigners 
gerve it stewed with a buiter sauce like Asparagus and it 
really is quite accepteble that way. It is, however, unfit 
for arid regions, like Mr, Scofield is interested ing it would 
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i401. 
do well on the wet lands of the South, Well, any information 


you have sbout it, please send it alone. be I said some- 





thing on this subject under the name of 2: 





in the vegetable part of the stored~away bulletin. I don't 
quite remember, however. 

Well, we heven't teem able as yet to get any Medicago 
feicate seeds, but are gathering addresses of pcople who may 
heve some and obteining information as to leeslitics where there 
i@ an abumdence of it. It seems to be scattered very mich 211 
over Western end Central Siberia. 

Jac. now I must couciwie again. With best of regards, 
wlso to all in the office, i remalny Mr. Paireniid, 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK Wi. MEYER. 


¥,8. Tomorrow 1 will finish the rest ef your correspondence. 
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Ousk, Siberia, 
duly 22, 1911. 

Dear Mr, Peirchilds 

A few minutes ago I received the original iclegran 
from the Secretary which was forwarded by Hr. Gonner, our 
Consul in 8t. Petersbure, Wr. Conner complained te the 
authorities upon the receiet of my letter andthe telegram 
was fod! It had errived here 12 days age but was mislaid! 
A fine way of doing businoss ian't 14% It hadn't even been 
entered in the books of the telegraph office. 

Well, now 1 have some more mail of yours te answer, 
¥Wizw, 7 post cards, datad respectively April 3, April 27, 
May 4, May 11, Mey 20, June 10 and June 15. These cards, 
although containing but little information, serve theiy pur-~ 
pose well in whowing me that imoortant mail reached your hands 
and they heve the advantage of being sent off very quickly. 

I also received the 4 parcels with note and bletter 


books and o12 paper in good condition, They were sent by 





x to our Consul in 54. Petersburg 
who couldn't get them end had them forwarded to me in Chugut- 
ohek, not thinking about the fact that parcels in Russia 
travel. apparently three times 23 slow «s letters do; in 
Chuguichak the things were received leng after I hac left, 


‘but ag I had given instructions to send them to Omsk, I found 
i them here upon ay arrivel and—-had to pay 12 roubles, 35 


kopecks duty and postal chargesy morc, I believe, than the 
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whole cost of them would be in Washington, Well, Mr. Reinecke, 
our Consular Agent here, just told me he had to pay 68 roubles 
duty on official stationery the Department of St=te sont hin; 
so I em not the only one whe has been "scusesed" ag the Chinese 
would say. 

tow, in you Letter of July 8, 1910, you ask ny 
opinion about these amalt blotter books you sent mo.last year 
andi which I received in Chugwichak this spring. Well, I tested 
them, They are all right for alpine plants and for very szall 
things, clse for single leeves; for heavy or thick thiags they 
are not fit and, of courses, not at all for ordinary size her- 
berium specimens. They are of value to a men going around in 
a garden and just collecting sone fragnentamy matebial; for 
field work, that is, collecting all serts of shrubs, herbs 
ete., they are too small. I used them to some extent collecting 
amall alpine flowers in the Altai and found them ouite useful 


for that. The larger ones I now received here admit bigger 


material to be taken end 4 #111 test them on my coming Journeys. 
These are, however, pretty large to be carried about and I 
really think that one can use his ordinary herbarium presses 
Sust asiwell, if not better. One has to mke some sort of a 
preas for them suyvey, for when 8 or 10 svecimens have been 
put in, they bulge out se much that one has te tie tAcm up. 
Then, I also received 5 Bulletins of Foreign Plant 
Introductions, visz., the mumbers 58, 58, 60, 61 ond 62. Many 
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interesting things they contein ag usual and I will come back 
upon a few jiems. I see that No, SPI 29635, 2 Yautia was 
presented oy the Koreshan Unity in Esterio, Florida. Is this 
a settlement of Persian Eire worshippers or what is it? 

fhe note from Dr. Trabut re eressing fibre agaves 
with the pulque agevesa is very interesting. That may take 
away that fibre moneopely from the slave keepers at Yeatent 
ii. Piper's note re the mesouite is also of great value, if 
not so much for us, as well for countries like Egypt, North 
and Gouth Africa, Australia, etc, I notice the shote ef that 


large Pistacis g¢ tree taken by Mr. Wilson. It is 





. Buch taller and fer less bread than those in North China. 


The Cotoneasters, Dr, Prain senty Bes. 29963-971 
will not do very well in the Best. British Columbia and the 
North Pacific Coast regions are the places where they best 
thrive. They come mostiy from the Himalayas and want cool 
air and not too strong aunshine to grow te perfection (that 
is, these very ornamental sorts.) 


@ has been introduced 





at last under No. 30061. I wonder what the opinion will be 
about it. That photo of Rubus ep (SPI 23346) is a beautyt 
Remarkably clear! The tulip phote in No. 60 is interesting! 
Do Hyacinths also show the same earliness when grown for 
some years at Bellingham? And will these sas 
doing s0 every year? 
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I see you obtained some good soy beans from Mr, 

BR. CG. Parker in Mukden. In connection therewith I enclose a 
Clipping from the "Peterburger Herold" in which it is stated 
that in one case the butter coming from cows fed with soybean 
cake had a decided oily taste. Please turn this clipping 
ever to the specialist in charge of these problems. I alse 
read somewhere that in Marseilles they have made some very 
good soap from soybean cil. 

In connection with the Taros, dasheens, etc., I 
enclose @ clipping, also in German, about the present agi~ 
tation in America to introduce these tubers as substitutes 
fer potatoes. Mx. Young will probably be interested in 
dooking through this, although there is nothing new in it. 

And this ginger from Shantung, is that not Zingiberis 

inalis? I see it is unidentified (50483). 






aa mammoga of which Dr. Werekle writes 
is to be hed in Mexico City, alae in Qusabea where I bought 
them. The kernel ig remarkably big, leoking not unlike a 
fish torpedo. They are called Sapete mammoga, while Achras 
Bapota goes under the name sapote chico. Another fruit found 


in Vera Cruz goes under the name Sapota The fruit 





is very lerge, of rather rough appearance, brown~looking and 
those I tasted were not anything special. It may be Mammea. 
In Cuernavaca I ate a black meated persimmon called Sapota 
negro and on the Pacific Coast of Mexico one finds many trees 
LSy blanca?) 
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: 1406. 
Those Arnold Arboretum Bulletins must be interesting. 
I would almost be inclined to apply for them, but then--it 
wouldn't do me much good out here. 
That pear lr, Kryshtefeviteh sends (No. SPI number) 





in Southern Russie. I see Er. Rollow also has sent you these 
Long-keeping varieties of grepes, of which I wrote him a few 
times, 






a hammer! Thst is perhaps not an advertisement te it. How 


ever, the thing looks fairly appetising, though the name is 
not a bit. I wonder how the public will take to all these new 
fruite and what names de you prepose? I suppese you have te 
fall back upon native's names altegetner, that is, if they 
are not utterly unpronounceasic. 
I do hope thie single specimen of the Fei~teheng 
peach will make good. It hooks very vigerous on that phote. 
Well, herewith I em through sow with all your 
numerous maii. In a following letter I will discuss a few 
of my personal problems. | 
I remain with best of wishes to you all, 
Yours respectfully, 
PRANK 0, MEYER. 
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1407. 
Omsk, Siberia, 
July 25, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Pairchilds 

Please find enclosed one package of Alfalfa seeds, 
Ho. 161848 and also a set of inventory notes in duplicate of 
the numbers 1618a-162é@a, inclusive. 

I am alse sending you herewith, via the Aperican 
Consul in St. Petersburg, one package containing various seeds 
and selentific material. 

This little bit of alfalfa seed is all I was able 
te obtain, I trust you will out it in good hands. The apple 
seeds are of course very valuable and I suggest te divide up 
between Chico, the Yerrow Garden and perhaps some expert 
nurgerymen in the North. It will be best to stratify then 
upon arrival and keep them in cool, shady places. 

bug, 162ca, anc the wild roses, 1623a, 1624a, 





1625a ought to be treated likewise, that is, stratified. of 
this rere Rosa berberifolia, 1626a, Professor Sargent and the 
New York Botanical Gerden might probably desire a fow seeds. 
Of that Chinese winter radis, No. 1628a, I wrote rather a 
iet, bat in mp opinion it is worth it. Please do not allow 

| them to fall in ir. Tracy's hands; he doesn't believe in "Lux 

| ex Orient" ag applied te vegetables. Some competent private 
experinenters out Vest ought to be supp lied with themy a little 
pit of it might alse be tested this fall yet at Chico, and I 





rould be glad to hear the results. 
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Among the sample I sent and for which I enclose 
separate fly cards, I wish you would teste some of these 
small apples, of which seeds sent under Ne. 162la. They 
possess a very fine flavor. Mr. Taylor no doubt will be 
very much interested in them. Of the sample of large Chinese 
jujubes I suggest to keep the largest es specimentsand te 


Sow out the remainder, something unusual might appear among 





then. 

Toe fungi might go to Dr. W. A. Burrill, New York 
and the entomological, pathological and botenical msterial 
will no doubt fall in the hands of these parties most inter 
ested in them. 

I am sorry to admit that this ienti, a big harvest, for 
a few months of travel but spring and early sumaer are bad 
times to collect seeds and especially im guch rather arid 
regions as I went through most of the time. 

Trusting this ietter with its enclosures and the 
aforementioned parcel reach you in good cendition, I remain, 
as always, 

Yours respectfully, 
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Omsk, Siberia, 
July 27, 1911. 
Dear Mir, Fairchild: 
How a few words ss to how I am getting slong here. 

Well, it cowld be better. It is very het here these last 
times and cholera has been among ua for several weeks and 

am epidemic of bowel troubles is here teo and masses of people 


are suffering with it and I am also among then. Ko matter 





how careful one is with eating and drink! 





@&, these bacteria 
seem tO be in the alr and ones they get hold of one, one 
cannot shake them out straight away. If a cool spell would 
eome, it would pass over, but this heat ia lasting weeks end 
weeks and the lest days it has been here almost es humid as 
it is in Washington. 

I am also in difficulties in finding a competent 
interpreter who would be willing to rough it and stay only 
for a few months; two bad things for the average mortal, I 
had wirtten to a few parties in St. Petersburg, one, my 
former Seeiteanaten is engaged for this summer ani cannot 


come and another docan't oare to come to Siberia and a third 


hasn't anawered at all. I got a man, but he is not compe- 


tent enough; too much of "einen cemmen bauer," you know what 
I mean, and to be associated night and day with such a 
fellow drags one down too mich. This men is willing, true, 





ga 
Faia 












oll ATO celt etines dome noowe sol abLtdogs 


sored, sAOLe gabttogoment swod 03 eovebuoe rata nl « poke 


hee tvoeedd” ons dou wor at 22 vated of S00 


toddas om ota ky oom cots 6 = ott baw at t ithe 3 


baa adloow ssaeand at nad abs ud m0 seg sage 


eee 


: decteieadshd buitiaiin tetead? mood sada aes ba 


= 


SNe Veit pty 7 
ae NOS SN Na 


8 tows sin wo bas tion bogateoces of of bi 





—— ——————————— 





 . 
: 


1410. 
and he is hunting all around for Medicago seeds, but he lacks 
all education and dees not know anything about the trend of mind 
ef us people more than about plain ordinary peasants. 

My plens are shaping themselves. I will not go as 
yet to the Yolga regions. The seasons are mich longer there 
than here and winter doesn't start well there until the end 
of November while here it sets in early October. I also am 
finding out that medicage and clever seeds here won't begin 
to ripen yet for another four or 6 weeks and there is no 
possibility of collecting anything witil toward the end of 

gust and early September. New my plans are to zo from 





here to Tomsk where there is a University and a fine mseum, 
perhaps I can find a somewhat competent man there. Then I 
also hope to stwhy up in the herbarium, localities where 
great quantities of various Bedicages, Trifeliums, Viclag, 


byrue ere found.. Then te Krasnoyarsk where various 





very interesting and rich district for grains and fodder 

erops, Then I will return to Omsk and ge to Semipalatinsk 

and farther inland to collect many poods of Me Faleata,. Should 
things be favoreble I will alse go to the Alatau for the wild 
apples. After thet I hepe te go to the Velga river regions 
and have the southern Russian and Siberian work finished by 
Christmas, if not earlier, As from a umiversal point of view 
all these northern things are of much greater value than the 
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fruits from the milder Yellow River valley and 2s I ppomised 
to make a special case of these herdier things, I think I 
better do not press the Chinese work too cuickiy, China is 
somewhat easier anu certainly leas risky than these parts of the world 
and once here again I will try to de the best, for I might not 
care to return here again. In China a fellow can always feel 
souewhat at home with all the missionaries there and the 
abundant information one gets from these people, Here, 
however, it is not soz it is a rough land with rough and 
ignorant people and shere solid information is reamakkebly hard 
te obtain, In this whole experimental station here there 
doesn't seem to be one whe speaks any Yest Burepean language. 
ir. EKovsleff, whom I knew from Ghabarowsk and who was trans- = _ 
ferred here, left « few years ago for Tomsk and since died there 
ag I was informed. He spoke Baglish tolerably well ani was very 
helpful to me in Ghabarowsk, Now I didn't find anyone whe 
seemed over intelligent or willing te get much out of his waye 
to get one something. But this is om exhibition year here 
and the people are somewhat excited and tired. Later on, 
perhaps, when the fair is really finished, they may be found 
more accessible. I got at least promises that when the fair 
ia over they will sell me some rere samples of wheat they have. 

I just received « big package of ghotes from St. 
Petersburg. They are very nice in the main and I hope to send 

| then within a few days. 
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With kindest regards, also to all in the office, 
IL remain, ir. Fairchild, 
Yours respectfully, 
PRANK N, MEYER. 


Omsk, Siberia, 
July 28, 1911, 

Dear ir. Bissets 

I am in receipt of your letter of April 27, 1911, 
together with enclosures of Mr. Zappone's letter of April 25, 
1911, and various copies of letters from Messrs. Howard, 
Wight, Murrill and one from Mrs. Patterson. This last one 
I return again because these few things that were sent her 


hed been marked wisi and ought te have gone 





over to ir, Wight's office. Of course, it was only a small 
affair. This Apocynus ven 
tant om account of ite flbve which is said to be used in 


ety, however, 1s somewhat impor~ 





Russian bank notes. Well, that is all. 
I-remain with best of wishes, 
Yours very truly, 
PRANK 0, WEYER. 
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Omsk, Siberia, 
July 30, 1911. 


Dear Mr. Fairchild: 


- Herewith I am sending you in five registered letters 
S& photographs numbered 674-767 inclusive and 60 files noun 
bered 674-767 inclusive but with 535 films taken out, of which 
I like to have copies made for my own ficld collection. I 
will send you these missing films later on. 


There are some remarkably nice photoe among this 


lot almost too good te be published in newspapersy they would 


furnish some fine illustrotive materiel for lectures and for 

a book, There are many more scenic pictures than strictly 
béetenical ones, but that cennet be helped. The real scientifi- 
Cally detailed photes heve te be made in herbaria and in 
erboreta and in botanical gariens where one can have conditions 
to suit one. 


The photos of wild apples in the jungle didn't turn 


out to be a success, but there isn't mach lost with them, for 


even close by, one finds it hard to distinguish in winter 
time between wild apples, hews end wild apricots, which all 
grow intermixed. This single specimen of Belus gp, phete 
No. 722, is a fairly satisfactory phote. In case you could 
have made a few pictures of the small dried epples I sent in 
and of some of the leaves too I sent, then you would have at 


‘least a few photos. Later on perhaps when we are in apple 


regions during late summer or fall, we might be able te get some- 
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what better illustrative miterial. Snowy and foggy weather 
as we had it during the entire latter portion of our Thian 
Shan trip is not conducive anyway to the taking of clear 
pictures. 

There ig alse one photo and one film ahong this lot 
of tae Chinese winter radish "CGhing loba,* 1% represents a 
plate full of these raiishes out in strips, By seme curious 
incident, by which one tab was pulied out while another 


ought to have been teken, 2 exposures came on one film and 


the other remained blank. I only sent theae faileres to 


illustrate the way the Russians eat these railishes as a winter 
galed. After you have seen them, please destroy them wmiless 
there is a way of getiing thet film im shape again. 

There are severe] pictures thet show loess-formations 
in Ghinese Turkestan. Mr. ©, ©, Free of the Dureau of Soils 
néked me t6 got. come illustrctive seterial in that line, 1 
guppose either he or somebody else in that Bureeu might be 
glad to have a leok at these pactes. Then, I aise would be 
very glad, if you could kindly call Dr. Erwin F, Smith and 
show him the photos of the Mussart Pass. He might be much 
interested in seeing what tremendous physical exertions are 
connected with this work. The Phote of Lake "Marke~Kul® are 





erous, I admit, bute-the country there was ee beautiful 
that one had to take them and the more after having spent 90 
many dreary months in these horrible waterless regions of 
Russian and Chinese Turkestan. } 
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In case you want some more information with these 
photos, I will be glad to give it if it is in my power, but 
before you write me, please have a look through my reports on 
the regions I went through. These photes and those reports 
supplement each other, 

Trusting that these photos and films reach you ‘all 
in good condition, I remain, with kindest greetings to you all, 

YOurs respectfully, 
FRANK N. MEYER. 


Omak, Siberia, 
August 5, 1911. 

Dear Nr. Pairchilds 

Herewith I wish to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letier of July 15, 1911, with the enclosures of lr. A. Zappone, 
letter of July 11, 1911, and Warrent Nol 236 for $5000, | 
| Wr. Connex wired me on July 28 that he was despatch- 
ing this warrant to me in a registered letter anid yesterday 
I received everything in good condition. 

I also reeeived Bulletin of F.P.1, Mo. 63, As 
usuel a mass of tropice] and semi-tropical stare, but very 
little for the colder regions of the United States. Why 
do people alweys send things from warm climetes ani why se 
little from the northern letitudes? This fruit Ne. 31326 from 
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Mr. Husbands must be something extraordinary, Did he send 
some dried fruits? It often seems to me that Mr, Husbands 
ig a little on the sensationel side of the problem, ‘That 
moss that he was going te carry to the high mountains to allow 
the seeds to fall easy, did you hear anything more about that? 
I wonder how he prevented such moses from being blown away; 
whless in Chili there are mountains thet feel tickled te be 
treated that way; my experiences of mountains are that they 
are pretty stern subjects, were violent winds blow at times 
aii the man who wanted to cover the ground with moss would 
have to ait on it to keop it in ite place. 

A gentleman in India, “r. John D, Shanahan, writes 
about white linseed, Well, is there anything special in that? 
I like te get further information abeut it, for I may also 
cone acroag it. IT sont a gemple light-colored seeds from 
Kashgar, No. 18152. This maise from Brasil, being 24 feet long 
is most extraordinary, but even so, it would be « tropical 
kind and only edepted te the rich lends of Porte Rico, Cuba, 
Hawaii, etc. ‘These peanuts, heaving 6 kernels te euch pod are 
also wonder itl but-it may be go. We have made the pods of 
our gatien pess considerably larger in the last M) years or 


po and have perheps trebled the number of seeds ingide, why 


gannot the same be done with Arachis hypogeeat 
| . T am now et work on the collected herbariua material 


wmything properly. My assistant whe left, mixed 
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the various bundles of specimens and that gives me twice the 


amount of work. Thet herbarium material sives mach more work 





thinks of and <«s in winter, I 
have far less time to arrange such things than in summer, I 
am obliged to do it now. 7 

I also made arrangements with several farmers from 
this vicinity to collect Medicaro feleata seeds for me, There 
has been very little rein this year end the seeds bogin already 
te ripen here and there and these farmers say there ia lithle 
to be had, However, they will try to collect several poods 
and deliver them te me next week, I am afraid now I will have 
to stay here in this vicinity «nd supervise things, Perhaps 


I will soon leave for Semipalatinsk in ease these seeds here 


prove not to be satisfactorily, although I would have liked 


to look up localities in the herbarium in Tomsk. 

I just received this moment your letter of July §, 
1911, in duplicste. The cooy of Mr, Kirkpatrick's letter was 
left out. I hope you will send it to me after the mistake 
was digcovered. I am returaing herewith the coy. 

The weather hag become considerably cooler here 
end I feel much better, I hope it will stay cool now until 
T am out in the wilds again. 

I have received some groteful acknowledgments en the 
Bulletin of Chinese Fruits. Dr, fimgustine Nenry says it con- 
tains very much first hand information and ether perties tee 
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seem to have read it with genuine interest. That is sone 
satisfaction anyway, for all that plodding I did on it in a 
dingy, hot room in a shaky building on B Street. 
Well, that's o1i for the present. With kindest 
regards to all of yours, I remain, Mr. Pairchild, 
Yours respectfully, 
FRAEK Ey BEYER, 


Tomsk, Siberia 
Aagust 21, 1811. 
Dear Hr, Fairchildy 
Rein, Rein, Rain! This is the beginning of my letter 
to your It is pouring dewa here every day and interferes pretty 
bad with collecting of seeds end with travel. ‘The months of May, 
June and July were extraordinarily dry here in Siberia and 
especially so in the Western perts and alse in Southeastern 
Russia and in several localiiies there are absolute failures 
of crops, but now the weather is trying te make up for its 
previous shortcomings and we are in the midst of « real rainy 
geagon. Ags to the obtaining of quantities of seeds, I cantt 
say much aa yet. We made contracts with Russian and Germen 
farmers in the regions south ef Omsk, but the mon broke their 
contracts already, The plants had set seeds but little on 
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| 1419. 
account of the severe drought and now with all that rain the 
seedpods fell off while still green end the plants commenced 
Ww grow and te blossom again. 

at another station, Tarturskaia, by name, where we 
were informed masses of Medicago faleats grew, we alse found 
the plants very stunted and with very little seed. We alse 
made arrangements with seme farmers here to deliver us as 
mach seed as possible, out here in this vicinity there grows 
but very little M, falcats and the continual rains will 
probably prevent them alse from collecting anything. 

I leeked through the herbarium of the University 
here and found some interesting species of Lathyrus, Qrobug 


and Vieis but as to localities where M, falcata or hybrids 





oecur in any quantity, se as to mow thom anc treat them as 
& commercial propesition, auch places one cannot find. The 
plants grow very scattered end do not seem to be in the habit 





g oclonies, but the genera] opinion is that the 
regions to the northeast of Semipalatinsk contein perhaps 
more of it than any other region here in Siberia. ify plang 
where alge much of it 





igs reported and then by carts or herses te Semipalctinsk. 


‘Then I am going right through thet aforesaid region. 


Xt am not able to find here a more scientific 
interpreter, The University is st41l clesed and lectures 
won't start for a few weeks yet, a0 there are very fer 
students in town, I asked a few professors and assistants 
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whether they knew of anybody willing to go and sufficiently 
competent in French or German or English, bute-I wes advised 
to try 3t. Petersburg as here there are only « few young men 
able te speak a foreign lsangusge with ony fluency. Trained 
gardeners they are alse none, Sverything here in Siberia 

is pretty raw yet! It would come as a sheck te anybody from 

& region with well-kept gardens and surks to see how things are 
kept here, although Tousk is infinitely better than Omsk. 

In the litile betaniesl garden at the University 
here they have a few planta of a rather vigorous veriety of 
M, falcata and 1 am allowed te heve the seeds. We will pick 
the ripe ones when it gets somewhat dry and the rest I will 
ask them te send me. 1 found the people here very kind and 


ty to a4gsist one as much a8 was in their power, 





Professor Sy ¥. Kastschenke is much interested in 
breeding hardier fruits and bes @ amall experimental garden 


of his own, in which he showed me his hybrid apples, improved 








bush cherries (Prunus chamaeegeragug), seme Wladimir chérrics 
and various other things. His efforts, however, have not been 
growed with very great success, The apples are rather small 


and only good when stewed and worse yet, they are not hardy 


bast winter the trees got badly damaged in a temperature of 


~40° Reamur, ‘There was not much snow on the grousd and Lllees 
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1421. 
and mock oranges froze all to the ground! These little bush 


cherries (Prunus ghow perhaps more promise 





than anything else, They are native to Western Siberia and 
stand dry, cold winters apparently very woll, There is 
considerable variation im the sise of the fruit and with much 
selection seme good serts will be produced no doubt in the 
near future. Prof. Katechenke at least showed me a few 
fruits, almost as large as am ordinary sweet cherry; the 
taste, however, was sourish, although not at all excessive, 
These Russian experimenters are interested in the very same 
things our own Northwestern people sre trying to originates 
only--their Government does not assist them like ours is 
doing and they find it very hard to obtain materlal to work 
with. All they were able to show ms of American fruits were 


a fer plants of Pru i that Professor Hansen had sent 





them some seed of. Of our northern plums or impreved crab 
apples or hardy grapes not one te be seen end not even heard 
of. And still, with a little cretection perhaps, I g@uppess 
they could grow many mors things here, fer this summer their 
tomatoes, melons, and even watermelons on wellesheltered 
places had ripened well and the summer is mot at en end yet. 
I mention this to show that the total amount of heat during 
the guimmer months must be econgiderabie for in mild England it 
is a great curiosity when temetess ripen in the open while 
the ripening of melons out of a greenhouse or a hot~bed belongs 
to the untieard-ef wonders. 
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1422. 
With Professor P, N. Krylov, I spent some very 
pleasant and profitable hours in leoking through the her~ 
berium of Altei plants, I saw that among the Viclags V. 


pis shows great promise ag a prospeetive forage 






folia tco may be valusble. Both species 
are of fairly erect growth and seem te be able to stand 
considerable drought, In the Lathyrus group, ].. pisiformis 
is sromising., “Sy own observations were that horses were 
extremely fond of it and Prof, Erylov alse says the same, 
Of the Orebug group, they have hore in Central Siberda 


Orobus 2 alis, and this plant may be of 





great value to us in the northwestern country as a fodder 
plant. Prof, Krylev end his ashistant ststed that om a 
recent trip through the Altai they noticed thet their horses 
would single out this plant every time and devour every bit 
of it. The plant is of erect growth, with rather large 
pinnate leaves and on good places it ia said to grow $6 
feet in heighty here in the University garden it is only 

23 feot, however, I got a few seeds of it and will send 
them later on. I also heard that Ribes nigrum occurs in 

the Gevernment of Tobelsk up to the 68th perallec] latitude 
woere the cold must be intense. I de net mew whether they 
grow bleck currants in Alaska, but they surely can do it 
and should it be too cool even for this one, then Siberiz 
hold out still another one to them, viz., 
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a@ large fruited, blue-black currant of somewhat clongated 
shape, coming from the remote and intensely cold Yakutsk 
Government, Professor “astechenke states that the summer here 
in Tomsk was too bot! for this currant. I alse obtained a 
very few seeds of it. Mr. Floas, the University headgardener, 
stated that the olanta grow very badly frem cuttings, but from 
seeds they go easy. The taste of the berries is slightly 
sour, but they nake excellent preserves end a sperkling wine 
ean be made from them, equelling Chempagne in taste and 
looks, (Of this last, however, I am in doubts and samples 
were not there to throw more light on that «nestion.) 

Professor Erylev gave me some volumes of his 
Flora Altaia, which is not complete yet. It contains a 
descristive note on each of the dicetyledens having been 
found im the Altai up te this date. Ue is atill working 


on the gonecotyledons. i saw im i+ that the desert currant 





is widely scattered over this earth, 
eceuring in 5.8, Busgia, Caucasus, 0.4%. Siberia, Trans- 


Baikel district, Central Asia, Persiay Mesopotamia, Beluchi~- 


Stan, Mongolia and even im Australiat, woulc you kindly 


samanicate this to Mr, Swingle who was interested in the 


3 





introduction of this plant ag an edible berry im the Sowth~ 
weot. 
Now that 1 looked uy some herbarium material I will 


have to ask you to give Nos, 155$a ani 15992 the name 





bas dee 
PARE ame Ney 









Ee Geek. Sonat 28 Aponte easgh:: 
totossole Pace gs rh S Mealtvauld “bas 


i beh RS Seat a acme i hea myers ere 
- sesatlsy feo “loaned! bus sansa oat 


die ee ait ee Cae Hay 2 gs RM aL agate NY coe a 
ete Lad add dade BOOTS vi a wenerens qimomerre ver 


aie # ye A's 2 5 Sa an 
ed A ce eS 4 ie Ss oa a aes id ih eS a leis RD Be ip Bs fol DS ; re 
‘ : ie 








3 hanes le was 4 sani keh 0% 














PEA eRe: ag Rei aca lt ane att 

ctosoireaybaes @ kanaw ted pit ae 4 
ee a bas ai | ih at “city BS ee PO ig § Rat: raed acta af 
wn ot scenbssu0 mer vine wey WOU adaads edd tadt besade 
Eee Pe sae pac Me MES odds aa: eee: D, 
isdal fe a soksaed vet 0 east od «Tans og yas a 
RRR ERO a ap + ae alt: & BP Sepis piles: gta ag Tec Rene er na 
onkw gativrage & ba aevisees trelleoxe ealem youd dud wwo98% a 
gRBaechh Gag PERE AES Ie a RE Rats ge a Nowy, Giang. Be Ni ela. "i 
bas dead at sagagne st gallfeupe yaedd mov oben ed asp f 
Shae ERR NS? gee ga ape : es wana saath i taht age on 
— bas sfdvob ab a + posit es 2 ; 
“ate. Pe ae Pg etaea Rie 2h 2 . 


“(aoltesur tas to > hate 3 oes zr J0. 
a ae ie a EES ARR S UGEN Hehe SEP Sit aah eo i Rai 
ald %o sauslov smoe om ovag volyx stent | 
ets ise ses ed ae Degen nys ORE aN 4 aN pif : ee By Pag & oH Fagan 4 : 
2 kepenaicd re +o etelgaeo tom at dotilw ‘atsd ih sol | 
Si ik Pee aR Re ee hey SE ee RS. ae 


me 


vz. 


RPiget rt cs a Pee 
ht bee Aen, 





hana 


x eae 
se re w nt SSP OE ape et oe 
See ee ON Bete ee Vo ee ee 


“syed gaived astoba Lytoo bb ei} to doce so eton ident sane ‘ 
Pak pa NG S20 al epee pare, yoy ee ts editions : 
sawn {inte at ell soteb eldt o¢ qu Lag at basset ea 
eo eee ee Ce Ta ys co) der ae i 










Samui dioeb pie ‘tal ti ai wee I ssaobel@eooces bia is 
ie Aes Re A bE AP kOe Bian nigh Wie 
wires ‘eid tere bevatsape wablw at (pxodods 
Se ae CME Mt a ea — ws etal Seg h 

eae? ~areodtel ae goueeouad tat eg 
i ae Shae G2: ee nage: aa ge pl — poise FY 
atiiouso8 sstacsogouall seiarod «Sied Leutned gitoiad 
8 Pst Blane ea sla Gault Rewaeitl eit Be hosing a mma 
ae % et sh at cove bas eifogaoll quate 
rate if PES es a Sant, dt fo a Ree he imc ee ahh 
por a bedsnenses ao ode algutwe wv of olalt adsoLagmmoo 
fae ee eae BR oR EN, eet aime doles eh Gare: 

«time? odd mt B oesiahbveenae ae ga daelg eldt to aottonsboutat 

ap Bike SR Nt RES Yaw Oates genmmtate are 


eae er a Ct AE Oe ct ‘ee sass: oe ea 
Eh t deletion astaedae acon a? has wally igi plea ban 

ES ake Rathi ial a ipmtie * wera poate leg iy 
weit can We8BE ell evi ef phil melodie 


A rena: Seah in RAN Cie ey 


rhs 


















Pee ‘ ty 





LAcés 


No. 18040 ig [ris G uldenstad tiana. 
while 986 seems to be 





5 Marsh 






(Photo No, 729). 

I am alao enclosing a number of clippings. Some 
are quite intercsting, although old in years. There is one 
on Sey bean of] manufacture in Odessa, for the specialist on 
soybeans. One on almond culture for Professor Mason, One 
on tea culture in Itely for Dr. True. GQne on date palm dis- 
tribution and one on Fere 


19 eleohantum, both for Mr, Swingle. 





One on minimum temperatures at Yalta, Grimea, for the winter 
1874-75; of value to Pref. Mason in regard to these hardy 
2% a 


Olives, One on Carissa grandifiora and 3 on Truffels. I 





pur office will retain them, Whset do you think ef 





trying to make a suceess of Truffels in California? 
Then also some statements re the iste Baron F. von 
Muller, one of the men whe lived long before his time and 


from whom we still learn seo much. I suppese you personally 





moy like to retain these statements, 
“Well, trusting all is well with you, I conclude with 
best of wishes and regards, alae to all in the office, 
Respectfully yours, 


PRANK N, MUXER. 


AU. 1 941 
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1425, 
September 5, 1911. 
Barnaoul, Siberia, 

Dear Mr. Pairchilds 

Tt is almost a weck age since + came here and I 
feel I have to let you know how things heve geen going with me 
these leat times. Well, as usual the good and the bad have 
been mixed, I feund a more intelligent interpreter, thank 
Heavens, and was glad to let the other man go back again to 
Omsk. He was too mech of a cowardy in toms and om the 
rallread be felt wenderfully woll, but out in the country 
he say in every man 4 robber and his tactics with the peeple he 
came in contect with were not of the best. ow I have a young 
fellow with me who knows local conditions well and I hope I 
¢an instill seme interest im this work into hie mind, We 


have been collecting small quantities of Medieazo fai 





seeds end ov vetches and clovers, but it is a bard job to get 
anything in quantity. The Russien farmers here are toe well 
off or they do not care at a1] to assist us in collecting 
anything. {md these plants nowhere occur in such quantities 
that one really could mow them and thresh them out. I em 
going now by casy atages to Semipalatinsk enc heps te be 

more successful here end there. This thing I find out, that 
it is a very hard jeb te collect a few huncred pounds of seeds 
of « wild plent of this nature. 
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1426, 
vero preteZ spoke with an agricultural insteuctor here, Mr, 
Sokoloff end he told me thet the seeds of 
nate to) thevemount of 5% onkyy In case this’should be soy” 


uy faleste” gérmi- 





we prébablyowould have to tréatethem with an-aeld-er with 
Hobiuaters Mri Jokolof? vill try.tereblicet a few pools for 
us during this and next year, 

the beot efoday TD went out several werst> from: here ‘to: some 
applecofahards. were native Sibérian era) apples and Russian 
varieties are grown. Well, shovkastesreca@iabselute failure 
here, but the native sorts do well, Although’ last wiuter 
severe] hundred trees that had been plented on south exposed 
Slopes were shgoluiely killed ond many others that steed on 
wind exposed places were also bodily "damaged *hy the freste. 
Wladimir cherries were alse all badiy frofiencbagky,butithe 


Kurgan cherries (2 ig) had shown themselves 





to be perfeetiy hardy. The fruits that looked bésty however, 
were thecrtspberries, oLeeyowéere wonderfully wigerous. «Theses 
11 ‘Siberian apples are not eaten caw, but-they are used stewed 





in compotesand today I-ate 2 dish of these stewed apples” 





with respbkerrica. 
austrcay it.wasca very "tasty* .cottpatee ccm na) fowonemi.st 
hea elee °He have hadchére for the last tarce days remavkabl¢ 


and pleges of malon miaed in betweem!dnadul 


 weun weather and tt ought ‘te be good for the ripening of seedg |. 
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i428. Sminegorsk, Siberia, 
| September 20, 1911. 
Dear Ur. Fairchildr 
Herewith I am sending you by Regictered Russian 
Sample Post 3 auall paltkages containing phi somes of a hardy 


, hich seens 





aquatic perennial, probably Nerdosmia laecvi za: 
to hold out promises as an ornemental, slant fer the water 
garden, In one package I enclosed the isventory number, 

No, 988, bot in the ether twe I didn?t put in anything as 

the rhizomes are all from the s spot and 1 «aw sending 
only ome shipment, I suggest to send a certain portion of 
these rhizomes to a apecialist nurservman like Dreer for 
instance, The plant may have some weedy tendencice like the 
Lotus but it won't be hard te exterminate it where not wanted 
as it confines itself only to the borers of smell streams, 

I haventt got my regular inventory notebooks with mo and as 
gach I am enclosing a provisionary ons which I sugzeat to de~ 
stroy when I send another one from Omsk, 

You are no doubt very anxious to know how matters 
atand sith the collection of those preat quantities cf eeeds 
of various Hedicagos. Well, we ere okeking up small suantities 
only. This country here is only sparsely copulated and worse 
yot, the people are not a bli willing to collect such wild 
seeds and we alone cannot get such masses tocether. I offer 
them from one to two roubles oer peund for clean or fairly 
@lean seed, but they won't go in for it. Here and there they 
become even suspicious and in one place ¥ hed te go to the 
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police te show ourselves and our passports, fer ve vere taken 
to be spies]! A photographic apparstus end « field glass are 
guch cbjscts of ave and curiosity here that it is a matter of 
diplomacy te hide them as much as possible, Amc te make 
metters worse there is sm appalling smount of dounkennegs 
among the people, In one villege we were informed plainly 
that we ought to congratulate ourselves that we hedn'4 been 
plundered aa yet, as it was quite a common affair there to 
vob and beat ordinary travellers. In another hole of a place, 
Kaleukeki Weeal is its ill~sounding mamey there were se many 
vicious drunken fellows that we were in deily fear of our 
room being broken into and all our baggage looted, ly ine 
terpreter had alrondy on encounter with thom ana we bad eur 
revolvera realy night and dey. ind the go~caliecd police 

there were dmmk already in the early morning. Truly fearful 
gonditions! And all this drunkenness and resulting evils is 
eaused by every village having its Governmental Vouka ahep 
where thougends of small and large bottles of the devibigh stuff 
are being sold to everybody over 16 years of age{ 

We are having very much rain agsin these last dara, 
and it makes travel and celleeting very difficult teo, In 
gpring ond early summer they Gidn'i have a drep ef water here 
and the little wheat that has survived ig eprouting again now 
om aceount of the daily rains, Siberia is not en ideal land 


altogether! 
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1450, 
Uy intentions are to go from here to Ust-hamenogorsk, 
on the Iytish River where some rare and promising Leguminosze 


are occurring, like Hedysarum 





which may be fodder plents ef promise for cold and semi~arid 
regions, I have also been collecting seeds of the genuine 


wild Esnorsette (Qnebrychis which form seems even more 





vigorous then the cultivated one. 1 alao found an Astragalus 
which is eagerly eaten br horses and catile and which possesses 


fer more foliage than this Medicago falcata. It dewns upen ne 





thet we mey find among the verious Leguminosae thet oceur in 
Siberia some that are of much greater valuc then this yellow 
alfalfa, By the way this A, faleeta is being called here in 
these regions, viseel, sholty viseel and sholiteek, the first 
two names are more in use near Barnagul but tee last appears 
te be more crominent as we aooroach Semipalatinsk. 

Well, I will close for this time. 

With best of wishes and regards to everybody, I 
remain, Mr, Fairchild, 

Yours respectfully, 
FRAME N, WeYER, 
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1431. 
Ust-Kawonegorsk, Siberia, 
, October Z, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Paireliilds 
Herewith I am sending you br Russian Registered 
Sample Post 5 péckages containing reots of two leguminous 


plants of seme promise as forage creps. 3 packages sre 





numbered 986 end hold toe raots of Redys: 
the & othe? ones bear the mampar of 890 and contain roots 


of Agiragslua so. They are not of supreme value for forage 





purposes being rather amall, but still on stony lands in 
semi-arid regions they mey suxply feod for domestic animale where 
other plants might perigh. i suggest to plant part of these 
roots in pots in a goil that easily drainage and to keep the 
plants la the greenhouse during the winter, treating theh more 
or less like succulents, Uist isy giving them plenty of light 
end air and act allowing temperatures te becowe tee high, OF 


y + alse obtained a very small quantity 








3 utterly no seeds were to be found. 
Wa which is much mere promising ss 4 


forage plent than 8, being much larger and more 





i, Splenden 
vigeroua, I obtained a smell amount of seeds near Sminogorsk 
but I hope to eoliect more here, if i can discover ite haunts, 


i got enough, however, to raise a few hundred plants. 
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1432. 
Near Sminogorsk I found alse gmail quantities of 
ther Vielag, of Medi~ 
atacarpa anil of a hybrid Deifolium. 
Frou Omsk I bope +o send all these things. 






What interferes with my work seriously is the 
weatoer, We have rain about every day and senetines the whole 
Gay long, making it an absolute impossibility te de any col- 
lecting work. In Sminogorsk we bad a good snowfall already, 
the climate there being a regular mountein climate. 

The weather is in fact s@ bad that cropa are rotting 
and the church belis in seme villages ave Uelng tolled te induce 
Jupiter Pluvius to sbetain from pouring down any more, It 
' geome te have very littie affect, however, and the people fear 
a winter with very dear bres, 

I found it am impossibility im the regions I traversed 
to find people willing to ceoperate with us in the collection 
of seeds of wild plants. The decent seeple spent every dry 
moment in mowing wheat and cats and they couldn'+ be had for 
love nor money. The drunks and the vicious, of which there 
are more here in Siberia than the world at large thinka of, 
offered themselves once in awhile, but my experieness with 
them were such so as to give them ss wide a berth as possibles 
iasy, dirty, viclous specimens they were, which for tae major 
part ought te be remeved from the surface of thie fair planet 


of ours, About filthy conditions in the houses we were forced 
























“mabe oe a to bow gemsoutete 
scgabtt ened fe Rape od: Fen meet | 
_ ost ak Gawetwes snow yr dtim aousteedad ted bel ay 
ofodw ost sesivonee ine ya queve tueds alin eved ol tastase 
eiacrhs Lketwens bo0g 8 bed ow aaregesind al atom gubtoes 
seteadle abstavon mLaget # gaied exedé: sfemblo. ott 
gcistom oun Bqo"D- gesd. bad oe doe: ah ad vadsaow ont Seaemeege aD | 
eoviak of keliod gutted ots eps liv oaee at alled sowed! odd bam | 
od: .otmm woe swe gubwweq sott glatads of entwlt 4 : 
use? elqoog od? fas yrevevod ytootie oiiehl quev evad of eneoe 
sbaot useb quo atte sedate 8 
vocsavatt T enotge edt at wilidiesoght an th bawOL ES cool ay 
witediieo ect ater diiw edewqous of gabiLin efqoag entree “ ee 
“HE ete tosge olqeag gases od? ssénadg bhiw-Yovebese:to ; 
tol bad ed #tablooo yorit hos ated bas dpe ssantvesbons:. 
quot spidey 20 gawodoly edd bas male: ent 4 yom on oven a 
Qe erladsd gus te biuew oct add siaedte et omdiqromerm 
aitiw eoomimegns ym tod phsesitioace aovfoamicy:bowetio 
teddiancg os ditod s abiw ox madd erty od as onadoce orewimett : 
olaa orb s02 dotde gotow yds saomioege auoteiw.qybath quesk 
douely tist elds to sostuwe add ont bevesot od * ween fe : 7" 
beste? oxew ew eoeved odd mt eats tones wit Fe { ot 



























aed 





1435. 

t@ stay in, I will not speak. My thoughts were aostly,"Whe 
ig going to lift this Russian people out of the wire they are 
sunken in.® Disgust and pity, mingled together, that is what 
one feels in one's heart. 

My plans are now te go as soon aa possible te Geni~ 
palatinsk, where 1 hope people have been collecting sone 
to ship aeeda off and attend te correspendence which is piling 





s for ua as 1 was promised and then on to Omsk 


up there. If the weather became only somewhat better I could 
succeed 30 much betidr then dew, but what is one going to de 
against it? ‘Yoday we had a raw day, « regular storm howling 
through the trees and tearing the last leaves eff while showars 
of icy rain snd hail were blown with such ferce in oneta face 
when gut fox « moment that one found it neseasery to hurry for 
ahelter. The neighboring mountains were draped with black, 
ili~foreboding clouda end news came to us thie evening that 
a fearful gnowstorm was raging in the Altai, 

I am sadly out of news these last times and really 
will be glad to come 
weil and tadingsgfrom relatives and friends. 


in Omsk again where 2 hepe te find mach 





Gome time ago I came serosa the advertisements of 
some now books published in Bagland and 1 enclose the elipping 
herewith. That book “Agrieulture in the Tropics" ought to 
interest you especially, *Zunnen, the Limk Between India and 
the Tangts 
Mt, Stuntz to peruse it. 


e* may contain motes on useful plantsy it might pay 
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1434, 

I algo enclose provisionary inventory cards for 
the numbers 989 and 990, later on the proper ones will 
follow. 

Well, trusting the aforementioned material reabhes 
you in good condition end that all is well with you and our 
cowworkers, I remain, Mre Fairchild, 

Respectfully yours, 


FRANK WN, MEYER, 


Omsk, Siberie, 
October 13, 1911. 
Dear lir. Fairchild: 
| Please find enclosed 13 small films numbered 739, 

740, 742, 744, 747, 748, 749, 762, 753, 756, 761, 762 and 768, 
Al@o one phote nuxbered 768. In another registered letter I 
am sending the remeining 25 films. 

: frusting these things will reach you in good condi- 
tion, I remain 

Yours respectfully, 


PRANK N, MEYER. 
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1436, 
Omsk, Siberia, 
Ostober 13, 1911. 

Dear Dr. Fairchild; 

Herewith I am enclosing one peckage of large films, 
23 pieces all told, bearing the numbers 679, 680, 681, 683, 
691, 699, 705, 706, 707, 708, 710, 711, 712, 715, 717, 719, 
724, 725, 229, 728, 745, 751 and 757, I hope they will arrive 
in good condition like the other package I am sending off 
simultansously. 

I remein, 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N. MEYSRe 


Omsk, Siberia, 
Qetober 15, 1911, 
Dear Ur, Fairchild; 
Please find enclosed my accounts for the quarter 
July, August and September, 1911; also a amall bundle of bille 
releting to these accounts. 
Trusting thie will reach you in good condition, I 
remain 
Respectfully yours, 
FRANK N, MSYER, 
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1436. 
| Qnsk, Siberia, 
| Oetober 16, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Fairehild; 

Herewith I am sending you my Itinerary Report for 
the pest quarter, July, August end September, 1911. I hope 
it shows sufficiently how I employed the time put at my 
disposal, 

Trusting it reaches you in good condition, I remain 

| Yours respectfully, 
PRANK N, MeYERs 


Omsk, Siberia, 
Geteber 24, 1911. 
Dear tir, Fairchild: 
Herewith I am sending you via the American Consul, 
St. Petersburg, Russia, 2 parcels containing valuable seeds, 
bearing the numbers 1631s-1703a, excepting No, 1634a which 
follows in a lerge box with some more bulky meterial, 
I am also enclosing a set of inventory ecards relat- 
ing to this shipment which 211 give you full information 
about each number, but I find I also have to make a few remarks 


yet which would be out of place when put on an inventory note, 
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14874 
Nos, 163la and 16328 are samples of very large wheats 

of which I tried in vain to get larger quantities, I would be 
much pleased to hear if they are known already in the United 
States. No, 1655a is a valuable variety of Medicago falcata 





which I left as I collected it so as to enable our specialists 
to have a look at the seedpeds before cleaning it and the same 
applies to No, 1637, another form of UM, faleeta, You also will 
see that I have adopted the name "Sholteek" for this Medicago 
falcata, iI do not know whether this name will stick, but since 
it ie trown under that name to tens of thousands of people here 
in this part of the world and since the most valuable forms 


have been collected here, I think this name has some claim of 





right. 

| No. 1639a is the genuine Medicago platyoarpos and now 
I gee that No, 979 and 1614a were only short, flat~-podded 
verieties of M. falcata; I hope you will be able to change the 
name for these two numbers, I also may gay that this B, platy~ 
earpos as seen in ite native haunts doean't lock by far ae 
promising as when seen in the herbaria, The seent of the 
plnat is not agreeable even and 1 suspect the food value will 
pao be found very grest when analyzed, Of course, I do not 
know how it will behave under cultivation, but it seems to be 
‘more or leas of a sylvan plant. 

The wild Siberian Esparsette, No, 1640a, is very 


promising es a forage crop and it deserves a very careful trial. 
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1438, 
1642a, an almost glabrous Astragalus, seems &lso very veluable, 


while 1643a and lé44a, both also Astragali, are of lesser 
importence, The three Nedysarums, Hes, 16450, 1646a and 1647a, 
appear to me to be of unusual value; not only «s promising 
forege plents themselves, but also as possible hybridization 
materiel to assist us in creating hybrids with H, soronarium as 
basig and making this valuable Sulla clover available to the 
American farmer also, (I believe the see you introduced fron 
Sicily never gave very satisfactory results in California, did 
4%?) 

1648a is Orobus lutens var, Orientalis of which promis~ 
ing fodder plent I odvised you in previous letters, I eollected 
lots of seed pods around Tomsk, but-«they were all so badly 
weevil eaten that I got less than 10% sound seed, 

Lethyrus pisiformis goes under No, 1650a and is also 
of great promise for forage purposes, The various Visias were 
nearly all badly weevil eaten and altogether I got but little 
good seed, Wo. 1657a, Vieia megalotropis is unusuelly interest- 
ing on account of ite extreme vigor, It seems to me that these 
vetches ought to be tested at some Western Station and ought to 
be furnished with stakes, like one does with green peas, 

trifoliwa lupinaster, of which I also wrote you in a 
former letter deservea to be tested in dry pasture grounds; I 
em sending a emall quantity of saced under No, 1652a; it was a 
couple cf days’ work to get it out of the hulle and pods, Nos, 
1674a691679e are verious grasses, fit for dry-land regiona, 
something good may be among them. And it is the same with the 
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1439. 

' Glovers, Nos. 1669a-1673a and 16@0a, Most of them were obtained 
by my interpreter who was act en expert, but possibly something 
interesting may be among the lot; I suggest to test them in some 
semiarid region and see what there is in them, 

168le is 2 ee small apple, iI heave arranged for 
more seed and paid even money in advance, but as yet no answer 
has been received from Barnaocul. 

The Kurgan cherries, Nos, 1602a, 1683a and 1684ea, are 
of great value and especially the two last numbers, which deserve 
extra care, In No, 1682a there are possibly several weevils yet, 
although I tried to get them all out. I suggest to give this 
number a good fumigation, but not to destroy it, for you will 
find it no easy matter to duplicate it, 

The Kokutsk currants, 1685a and 1686a are, of course, 
of peculiar value, I trust you will see that they fall in the 
hands of the right sort of people. fhe Rubus, 1689a, from 
Finland may be known already, if so, 1 would like to get its 
scientific nane, 


Solenum dulcamara var. persicum, No, 1690a, 





is an extremely hardy vine, native to Siberias Prof, Kastchenke 
had employed it in his garden to make it run upon some dead 
tree trunks, which they had covered entirely and had formed 
huge pyremids of attractive greenery, I took some photos of 
thane objects and hope they will turn out all right. 

Of No. 1693e, Berberis sibirioa, I wish you would send 
Professor Sargent a few seeds wiless of course he has enough of 
it already, ‘he Artemisia, No, 1695a, appears to be suited as a 
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1440. 
lining material for gardens in the cool, semi-arid sections of 
the Untted States. 1696a is « Siberian variety of the ancient 
Hyssop which was used already in Biblical times, This form is 
undoubtedly much hardier than the one in cultivation and appears 
to me to be a promising bee«plant. Clematis integrifolia, No. 
1697a, is a very interesting herbaceous clematis and deserves 
a trial as a little known ornamental gerden flower and to be 
experimented with in hybridigetion trials, vide note. Wo, 
1700a, 


Guidenstadtia monophylla, is one of the rarest plants 





of this globe of cure and a few seeds may be appreciated by 
some Botanical Garden, making a specialty of Leguminosae, 
Well, this is about all about the numbered seeds, 
I also enclosed in these 2 parcels sane samples; 
gome Pathological ,Entomological and Nerberium me terial * for 
some of which I am herewith enclosing separate notes; I also 
added some roucher books which I do not need eny more and which 
I thought too good to throw away, I retained « few yet for 
reserve, 
And herewith I will close; leter on I will write some 
more about my plans and prospects. 
Trusting all of this eforementioned material reaches 
you in the best of condition, 1 remain with best of regards 
to all of yours, 
Yours respectfully, 
PRANK W, MEYER. 
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1441, 
Omsk, Siberia, 
October 25, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Please find enclosed a set of duplicate Inventory 
notes numbering 163le-16338 inclusive and 1635a-1703a inclu- 
sive, also Nos, 988, 989 and 990, of which mucbers I only had 
sant provisionary notes, 

I am also sending you by registered Russian sample 
post one package of Medicago falcata seed, No, 1656a, which I 
received today from Tomsk and for which I had arranged with 
Mr, Floss, the head gardener from tie Botanical Gerden in 
Tomsk. 

This afternoon I hope to send off a large crate 
with herbsrium material and seeds, 

I remain, with kinds of regards, 

Yours respectfully, 
PRANK N, MEYER. 
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1442. 
Omsk, Siberia, 
October 26, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Herewith I am sending you another registered sample 
of Medicago faiceta, No, 1636a, of which one part is among the 
contents of the 2 parcels I sent via the American Consul, St. 
Petersburg, and another portion went yesterday of which I 
notified you also, When I wag in Tomsk during the latter part 
of August the bulk of this yellow alfelfe wasn't ripe yet and 
Mr. Floss, the head gardener, has been so kind to collect it 
for me and send it up here in Omsk, 

Then, 1 wes able yesterday afternoon to ship one 
large orate «ith herbariw: materiel end bulky seeds. From 
here it will go by rail to our Consul in Riga whom I am writing 
ekking to forward it to Mr. Roosa in New York and I trust it 
will be in Washington, D. ¢. before the old year has expired, 

The most important part of the contents are 2 sacks 
of “Sholteeck" seeds, Ho, 1634a, They are only partly cleaned 
although we heve spent many days on it, getting most of the 
bulky rubbish out. It is a most difficult job to clean this 
alfalfa, Wany of the ripe pods shatter their seeds while the 
unripe ones shrivel up and are very difficult to open, unless 
one Grushes them with ones’ fingers or in some mortar, To 
obtain large quantities of real clean seed will prove to be 
a very difficult matter and I suggest to sow out all of this 
seed in some experimental gardens and to allow the plants to 
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1443, 

bear many crope of seeds before beginning these naturalization 
experiments, Half an acre of it also ought to be sown out in 
Chico, you will probably get more seed from it there than in sone 
northern experiment fields, And please see to it that in the 
¢leaning process groat oare is taken in getting out all of the 
seed and in case the work of opening the pods proves to be too 
troublesome, to sow them out simply as they arel But you will 
find it much more advantegeous to give several ecres to the 
permanent occupation of thie "Sholteek" and hervest the seeds, 
every year, than to send out men into Siberia ecllecting it 
fron the wild plents. You will also be able to detect veriation 
much easier end isolate promising forms muoh more readily than 
& ten trevelling could do in the wilds of Siberia, where there 
are all sorte of drawbacks lurking eround, 

fhe Durum wheat, Ho, 16302, called "Bjola-Turke" may 
be an old acquaintance alreedy to Mr, Carleton and his asso~ 
clates, but out here in semi~arid Yestern Siberia it is con» 
sidered one of their best wheats and [ really thought it worth 
while to send a whole pood of it. 

Ho. 1629¢ is a gress enid to be native to Siberia and 
being wuch in favor with the fermers here on account of its good 
hebite, My interpreter obteined it and praised it very highly, 
#0 I hope it will be something out of the ordinary, 

fhe bulk of this large crate consists of Herbarium 


meteriel; it represents « very great amount of painstaking work 


and I trust it will be treated with ell care due, 
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1404, 
I am adding a list of this material as an appendix 
to this letter and will only make a few remarks about some 


important itens, 
Medicago feloate and M, platycarpa i would like to see 


brought before the eyes of those gentlemen in Washington who 
are most deeply interested in them, The same with Trifolium 
lupinaster, Trifolium hybridum, the various Vieies, Lat s 
pisiformis, Yrobus lutens var. Orientelis, Astragalus, Nos. 
1642a and 16430, Hedysarvm polyworphum, H, splendens, Nitrarie 


Schoberi, Trigonella striate, Oncbrychis sativa and Astragalus sp., 
Ro, 990, 


Of the woody material I would like to see Professor 
Sargent be supplied with ea goodly portion of everything. of 
the cones of the conifers especially he ought to have a share, 
as same of his associates are working with them. Among the wild 
Ribes and willews there may be some novelties even, although I 
gee that Professer Irylovy deseribes them pretty well in this 
"Flora Altaia,"” 
Whe will be interested in the genuine wild onion? There 
are a few specimens of them in this lot. 
Well, I trust everything will reach you O.K. I remain 
Yours respectfully, 
PRANK N, MEYER 
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1445, 
Omsk, Siberia, 
Ostober 27, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 
A great many letter s from you have come into my 
possession these last times and I am herewith going to answer 
thems. 


Letter of July 18, 1911, re thin paper sent through 





the diplomatic pouch of the State Department. Yes, I received 
that package in good condition and have been using the contents 
elready as you probably heave noticed, Many thanics! 
About the visit of Dr. ¢, W, Janesen; well, I suppose 
you overlooked a few words in my letter about him in which I 
stated "a cousin of Dr, Janssen,“ Well, I just received a 
letter from Dr, Jenssen a few daye ago and he states that his 
cousin, a My. Pe Ay Bullrich, a young, wealthy land ower, from 
near Cologne, Germany, hes the intention to visit America for 
a tour of 6 or 7 months, arriving in eerly dune, 1912, having 
the object in mind of studying the most up-to-date methods 
as regerds the growing of fodder crops; cattle and horse breed- 
ing; fishery and forestry. I heve mentioned to Dr. Janssen 
your willingness of bringing him in contect with the specialists 
of ow Department and | euppose he will go strdght away to you. 
Letter of July 21, 1911, in which you state the doteful 
news thet the roots of Medicago sp. and of Rhewn sp, Nos, 965 and 
986 were dead upon arrival, Very strange, for this ad, Russian 
post office to keep a thing that long on the road} It could 
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1446, 
have been delivered within four weeks from Bakti to Washing- 
ton, De O., for it takes e passenger from 12 to 15 days to 
go from Chugutohek to 54, Petersburg. fhat alfalfa was prob~ 
ably a form of By, falcata or perhaps e hybrid; I em very 
sorry, indeed, for its loss, 

Letter of duly 27, 1911, about the arrival of four 
parcels with seeds sent by Ur. Ve Ay Palletsky to our Consul 
in Batoum and from there forwarded to yous I am glad you 
received them, This alfalfa, 5.P.I, 31538 is the famous 
Khive alfalfa, gaid to be the best of all Central Asian 
elfalfas, I wrote about it in my letters from Russian Turkestan, 
I also paid Mr, Paletsky 10 roubles in advanee in June, 1910, 
and requested him in a letter from Keshgar to send me e bill 
for the total expenses of getting this seed, but--he never 
answers any mail apparently. J will enter this item now at 
the end of this cvarter in my accounts. 

Letter of July 29, 1911, re the wild red currants 
dead, Wo, 987, Yes, | expected that more or lees, as uitineaey 
is really not the time to ship cuttings of deciduous shrubs. 
Under Wo, 1688a I sent a few seeds of such a wild fruit, Siberian 
currant, it is however, not a large fruited variety, This year 
has been a very disastrous year to the wild fruits all through 
Western Siberia. In eerly summer they had some severe frosts 
yet, causing most of the emall fruits to drop andlater on they 
experienced a drought of over two months. I tried hard in 


Sminogorsk to obtain dried currants, but there was nothing to 
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be had. I see your remark that Professor “ensen is so very 
mush interested in these currants, Well, are the forns they 
are growing already in the northwest not satisfactory? Like 
for instance, the cherry currant, "Perfection" and “London 
Market.” These seem to do well in Minnesota, 

Your remarks as applied to the Medicago falcata 
situation I will take up in a separate letter, 

Letter postmarked August 4, 1911, in which you state 
you peald the premium on my bond, amounting to six dollars, I 
herewith enclose my check for thle amount and thenk you for 


your kindness in settling this matter. 





3 ptember 9, 1911. This is a solid one; 
14 pages, And you sade a trip in a wagon of 280 milest Good 
Heavens, 4 em going to have some competition in this business! 
Well, 1 suppose your wagon had some springs; the carte mostly 
in use in the Siberian back country do without these luxuries; 
it is teo much trouble, donutt you know, for these easy-go- 
lucky Siberian carters, 

Abaut the Russian ‘ear Book and Dr. Howard P, Kennard, 
no, I have not the pleasure to know either. And whether I have 
eny suggestions to make, ‘es, mony; restrict the sale of Vodka, 
especially in the country districts, Build more schools, make 
edusation compulsory. Try to teach the Russian people greater 
@leanliness, more honesty, more ecouomy and try to stemp out 
this dammable “Don't care” (Nichewo) spirit. Abolish the pass~ 
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1448. 
port nuisances select better men for the pelice and oay then 
better; make bribe-taking a penel offence and enforce that 
law, Well, these are the main suggestions I heve te offer; 
after these have been carried out, a nes Russia may arise 
out of her present mediaeval condition. There is nothing 
in this statement that is of any offense to Russia and Dr. 
Kennard may use 14 in his book. 

About Daphne altaigs being scentless, as you say 
is written in Rebinaon'’a English Flower Gerden. Well, that 
gentleman probably got hold of the wrong species or maybe h 
smelled the flowers after it had been raining for many days 
in suecession, I see this premiging little shrub is listed 
in the catelogue of Regcl and Kesselring inSt. Petersburg. 

I was not able to obtain seeds or yoots of it on this recent 
trip. I got, however, herbarium material, which is now 
enroute tt you. 

| About blue berries not being mentioned. Well, I 


only noticed one, Va and ag this species is 





common all over the Northern hemisphere and ae there were ne 
fruits on them, giving me any idea of their aize, I didn't 


gay mach about them. I believe, however, I mentioned it in 


@ list of fruits found in the Altei. I also noticed the 





ae 


‘berry (¥. 6 xyococgus) . Tue last, however, I only saw once 
or twice in bogs in high elevations. I notice your remark 
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about Mr, KRemnan wentioning the blueberries of Kamschatke 
being a different species perhaps. Well, Prof. Kousroff of 
8%. Petersburg, the author of "Flora Zanchurica® spent two 
«years investigating tie Shave of Samsehatha, I belivwehe 





ig now working upon ea book deseribing iis fimdis, I per 

sonally believes that there are several distinct forms ef seue of 
our well-known ghrubs and trees in beth Kamechatka and Sachaling 
I saw some of such things in both St. Petersburg and Ghabarowsk, 


while studying the herbaria. 





geveral, pounds. 


Yes, the Rugsions and Chinese are the only twe reces 





thet I have come tm contact with that eonsume immense cuantitics 
of sunflower seeds, They est them nearly always slightly reasted 
and they sell at 1 Kopeck por little cup or glass here in 
Siberia, In sutum, however, when they are rkpe, one ean buy 

& large head for & kopecks and then one eata them fresh. I 

like them in beth stages, but I admit one mustatt be in a 

hurry or be hungry, for the cracking of them between one?s 

teeth is a timentaking process, that is, fer us who were not 
brought up with them, Sunflower oi] in Russia is the com 
monest culinary oil, but it is not a cheap oil. 
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1450. 

i am very glad te see you are so much interested in 
these various poplars from Gentral Asia, That Populus alba 
Bolleuna is called short-lived by Bailey I cammot very well 
understand. I wish I could show him some specimens in Chinese 
Turkestan that are over the 2 century mark, Of course, when 
you plant them in a soil that dossn't drain well, or has a 
hardpan underneath, then this tree may be short-lived. In 
the West, however, and especially in the fer West, I expect 
this poplar to thrive wonderfully well. 


fo get more material of Populu: 





Well, that will be a hard job. The last one is 

& rare tree, even in Chinese Turkestan, snd it ien't found any 
longer in the vicinity of large towns, Ur. Paletsky im Chartchut 
is the only man I know of who could send you some uateriel and 
he actually promised ae to send you 2 package of young seed~ 
lings of P. pruinogs., He also stated that both these poplars 


a 


eannet be grow from cuttings in his regien. Thay have te 
erab up the little seedlings that apring up on the mokst sandy 
flaie of the Am daria River and then transplant thom te their 
permanent locations. I suppose they sould be grafted perhaps 


ng poplar stock or slipped wiih the aseie~ 





upon some slow prmwi 
tance of frames or bel] glasses like we have te de with a0 many 
ef our shrubs and trees. 

About getting more forms of the Baragetoh tree and 
of which my former interpreter promised me te inform me and 





also te send me more wild almonds, Well, that man hasn't 
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1451. 
written me a line us yet, although I gave him a nico present 
at parting. Heavens knows where he is now, His passports 
were not altogether right and perhaps they didn't allow him 
to proceed to Tashkent. _ 
Whether the Karagatech reproduces itself from seeds? 
No, only @ certain percentage comes true, just like Thuya 


orientalis ver. nana compacta aurea dees; 20% perhaps may 





come up to the standard end the other 80% consists of all 
sorte of intermediate forms, 

And the Ames garden going te be transformed inte 
andrboretum; well, that is very pleasing news, Professor 
Sargent will elso be glad to hear this, 

About this package ofphotographe and plates sent 
from Tiflis and which the Russian authorities made away with, 
well, the receipt I sent was the original receipt for this 
package ea not for another one, no matter how they are try- 
ing to make us believe it ws not, I check all my postel 
receipts here immediately as I know too well the intense 
slovenliness, not to use a stronger word, that prevails in 
the Russian postal service, You say you will ask Miss Srener to 
explain this matter to me a special letter; well, this letter 
‘te perhaps still enroute, I also have some duplicates yet of 
some of these photos and will try to hunt them out end put 
wore descriptions on them, As that packmge of phates was 

_ —-s wegistered and was rather heavy, I suppose somebody thought 
there ™** have been something more valuable in it than mere 
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photographic plates, or--the secret service branch of the 
police wanted tc see whet pictures were taken and appropriated 
it and as Tiflis is o center of intrigue end political dis- 
satisfection and was still under mertial lew when I was there, 
I suppose there are few chances now ever to recover it. 

And the nine oases with seeds I shipped from Kashgar 
have been received at last. I hope they are considered worth 
the time and outlay, 

The Medicago matter and the propose trip to China 
I will treat in a special letter. 


Letter of September 11, 1911. I see you got my photos 





and films and thet they are appreciated. You state, however, 
that one package containing 15 films is missing but on a poat 
card dated August 17, 1911, it is stated that it wes received. 
Please inguire into this matter and let me know at your sarliest 
convenience, I enclose herewith this pest card, 

About getting apples from the Altai, I will write in 
another letter, 

Letter of September 12, 1911, re s ussuriensis, 

I suppose some controversy has arisen about this since I didn't 
mention it in any former letters, 

Letter of Septesber 13, 1911, about Professor Kast- 
ehenko's wishes in regard to American hardy fruite. Yes, he 
ie much interested in them and although he didn't ask streight 
out for sane, he told me he would like very much to experiment 
with some of our hardiest grapes, So I suggest thet you will 
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1453, 
be so kind and send him somo “Beta” grapes, sone hardy native 
plums and perhaps a “Compas cherry." He geve me a few seeds 


of the rare Ribes dieushe var, appendiculate and some kernels 





of a lerge fruited "Kurgan cherry" so I suppose these are 
worth a few of our things, 

Then, ur, Sterrett of the Porest Service wanting 
much Lareh seed, Yell, 1 suggest to this gentleman to write 
to Hegel and Kesselring's Nursery in St. Petersburg. They 
heve Listed it in their catalogue at prices ranging from 26 
Kopecks to 3 Reubles per piece, while 100 séhected specimens 
of 10 feet in heicit cost 50 roubles, 1% seene strence to heer 
thet this “erix shou&d be a failure in England on acoount of 
the cool summers; I hardly think that thet sould heve been 
the reason, for aurely the specimens that I encountered in 
the higher altitudes never could pealeks of hot summers, 
The days may be warm oceasionally but the nights are always 
gold. fo get seeds of Siberian conifers in any quantity one 
would have to onke a regular campaign for it, If the Bureau 
of Forestry has the means, it will pay them to orgenise some 
agency here through which they sould order things, I per- 

- @Omally could never hope to gather more than a few pounds 
myselfy one needs to organize some sort of « buying agency, 
with agents scattered all over the territory, 

I also see that Professor Hansen collected some of 
the vetches thet I mentioned, I am only afried that Professor 
Hansen or somebody else dropped the fT, from the word Omsk, 
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8.P,1, 20766, Orobus lutens, for according to Professor Krilov, 





from the University of Tomsk, this plant doesn't occur near 
Omsk, I am enclosing herewith the map upon which Professor 
Krilov marked the regions where Orobue lutens var, Orientalis 
ocours, OO. lutens itself does not oceur in Asia, 

Theat Bitrearia Schoberi produces in Australia a fruit 
the size of sn olive is remerkeble! fhat must be a real dis- 
tinct variety! In Centred Asia the berries are about the sise 
and shape of those of Solanum dulcemara, but of course they are 
of blackish color, 

Letter of September 22, 1911, with enclosure of lr. 
Seofield's letter re wild rice, Yes, I will try to cet this 
Zigeania, if I get into its home regions. 

Letter of October 3, 1911, re Medicago faleata upon 
which matter I will come back in a separate letter, I would 
like to reveive such a new tag made from prepered cloth, for 
instance, the one about the Tamopan persimmon and see what it 
looks like. 

Yes, Mr. Schroeder I know well, I didn't know he 
was a Doctor. I suppose he will visit Professor Hansen and 
get some money back thet he advanced to Hansen's interpreter 
who seems to be a raseal (Dr. Deirne is te fellow'’s neme,) 

And the Yarrow Garden is in full glory! Yes, I hope 
to inspect that place and see if it comes up to my expectations. 
This Dr. H, ©. Gore is a genius} What sorts of things hasn't 


he experimented with already to keep these persimmons in. How 
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did he come upon this idea of carbon dioxide? It is somewhat 
renoved from elcoholie vepers or cold storage, elthough I 
admit it may heve a similar action upon that peculiar quality 
that man oalls pungenty. 

And Brookeville going to become almost more known 
for ite dasheens than for its bamboos, ‘Yell, we will see} 

Unele Sam becoming a dete vender! Ye Gode! Wouldn't 
thet heave seared the venerable signers of the Constitution to 
death? f emeten, heres, thet in case I was back in America 
I wouldn't mind buying several pounds of these famous Deglet 
Noores; 1 do not know thet | ever tasted them, 

I hope your Yae foreing will be a howling success. 
Maybe it is going to compete with celery as a winter vegetable. 

Letter of cstober 4, 1911, with enclosures from 
Mesers, Davis and Zeppone, re settling my accounts. I see 
that the total exnenses for the past fisesl year have been 
$5787.99, So there was only a surplus of $262.01 end not 
#300 es + wired to the Secretary, I hope you ere not exper~ 
fencing difficulties ebout that; the retes of exchance and 
some mistekes perhaps in counting thet I mede account for this 
difference, I never heard that my telegram reached the Dew 
partment and I am herewith enclosing the receipt. Also the 
one from last year, sent from Semarkend which also never was 


acknowledged, 



























Sie NOES MARA Sey at pinks Ld Ph aN Aiea 


sretmenthatehilienosnsnammandart 20 sabe: oncaeid 


yi? - 
, Cie joa? 





word atom chem fe. ened ‘od aekors, wihedivectecr Sheds eto 


mene Dati cee 


(eee Chew ow pitet>: sanodaind a¢8 40% cvtt eneade eb ett x0 is 
S*ebisote 9 shoe oF Lxobtiey aiiab a gutwooed mio’ efor eatin oe: 
“od noMtedteerad veskd 0. ettengita: sake sttomaw Tech beraon ovat att va 
Agate vir! gosoogune - Botta 
Joiget esrount ceeds to ebaveq Leteves aye bate fio X c os 
‘itvind owe 1 test worst toe cb I = ue 
“geeecoun snbfwod ded Libr ymbertot bY: mow wegen B*6t8 , i tous Cs A 
saidateyev reserhe ¢ oa -pietoo- dl tte iededrod a cwmtas at errr 
ekg ‘edrvestone: adhw {£085 9) -redose “to as 
gon tT jedamdood quegalitden en enogqat ‘bas cbt cvsteaaiat ane 
© aed S008 to@y Tnoett deue etd TO aosnegxe: Eade sh ts 3 
gto Ohete £0. S888 Qo enki whee aw oped 08 pares 
~yeqxe fom ers nox oyod I yyrstewe? edd of bertwtma:00nt 
‘oe eenadoxe 2d godey wth tafe odarade nots tvorTttb ‘atone 


site sot darosee ofan 1 dade ddtivody eb madted me 


° po xewA WY atond eee t wage He Pedt 

















mgt oA Bodoaee sergelss ome tadd Stead terse i er . 
‘add oo tA ségheoet edt gated fond /Mttwowadt are Tobne: do 
gaew wever bee dioktw bi | 





iateoee (ol uh ge Mantis PP PE ede fa: wont 





ct ie saekeie Dt eee gat - ainiong: a a peor 


eee oo gh eRe ing eae ads esol 


1456, 

My healthy hes been quite well these last tines, 
only somewhat tired from all this indoor work. We heave very 
unpleasant weather here all these last times, The skies are 
almost every day of a dull, gloomy gray. Sometimes it freeses 
quite hard, but then egain thaw sets in or it snows lightly. 
The rivers, however, are beginning te set and navigation has 
been stopped for the last eight days. 

My interpreter is still with me. He is not the sort 
of a fellow to do any work unless he is told and with the 
Gleaning of seeds I had to look at it every minute, otherwise 
nothing was accomplished. I begin to think thet it is only 
one man in 10,000 who could be a real suceesaful interpreter 
in my werk and where is one going to pick up such a fellow? 

Very strange rumors are reaching us from China these 
last times and it may be 1 will have te give up that country 
for awhile, I wonder if the foreigners are reelly leaving 
Peking as some Russian papers reported, 

Well, in another letter sone more, Trusting you 
and your associates are ail hearty and well, I remain, Mr, 
Fairchild, 

Yours reapectfully, 


PRANK HN, MEYER, 
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1457, 
Omsk, Siberia, 
Getober 28, 1911, 
Dear bir, Dorsebt; 

Iam in receipt of many letters fron you end have 
been putting off the acknowledgeent o* then on account of the 
sieeudine of seeds and the shinpine of them, which T wanted 
| to get off first. Well, I am now throuwch with thet and also 
labelled el] the herbarium weteriel properly and I feel 

somewhat more at eust now, And now your letters, 

One of duly 5, 1911, im which you state the progress 
thet you all ere making in verious parte of the United States 
with these meny new introduetions, I am elwaye very clad te 
hear news of this kind as it keeps me posted how things move 
along, 

That this Amygdelus Devidiena does so well in Indio 
and is the earliest stock there is most interesting! I hope 
some strains may be found thet prove resistent to crown gall. 
When cowpeas, cottons and tohaceos furnish wils-resisteant 
strains, why should not stone fruits be able to develop orown~ 
geil resistent forms? Here is a piece of new work again, 
den't 1%? 

About the many photos you took while on the swing 
eround the cirele, yes, I certainly would like to see them, 


i suppose I will have to wait, however, until I return, 
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Letter of August 7, 1911, re phobos received and 
appreciative remarks thereon, Yes, in the photographic line 
it goes as in the whole of life, plenty at one time, little 
some other ware And about lessening the chance of losing 
some of my films by sending them undeveloped outside of Russia; 
well, Mr, Dorsett, that is almost like going from the drop 

out in the rains The chances thet they are opened somewhere 
are infinitely greater than by sending them to St. Petersburg. 
Bven if I send them through our Consuls in St, Petersburg or 
in Méscow the very suspicicusly-minded authoriticos might first 
inspect them. liow 4 am sending them to a big photographic 
company in St. Petersburg, the “Kodak Company” and 1 herewith 
give the secret service people a chance to exert control over 
thei, Lt always found out in my fairly adventurous life that 
the "best way to escape a danger is--to face itl" It may 
sound contradictionary, but it is a feet, just the same, 

And several of my Chinese fruits fruiting already 
atChico, Very giad to hear it; 1 suppose some of the lies 
the Chinese told me about them will now crop out too, Yes, 

I will have some work ahead of me when coming back in looking 
up the various gardens; I suppose 4 will be surprised at many 
a thing. 

You say you doubt very much whether those Tamppan 
persimmons will be hardy es far North as Washington, D. C, 
Well, I do not think it is the cold that will kill then, no 


‘4% is the moist, changeable character of the washington winter, 


-_Jm Southern Uteh and oll through the milder sections of the 
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1459, 
West I suppose they will do better than in the East. 





ust 14, 1911, re receipt of both aceounts 
for the quarter ending June 30, 1911 and Itinerary Report for 
the same period and a balance due me of 6246.06. OK, especially 
the last! 

Letter of August 16, 1911, in which you seknowledge 
a stack of letters of mine to Mr, Fairchild, I am very glad 
to hear they have been able to raise so many seedlings of these 
elmonds ein apricots from Turkestan. Among the wild simonds 
there may be even decided novelties, valuable for breeding 
experiments ond for stocks in very dry regions! Perhaps 
crown gall resistent varieties may turn up among them, This 
budding experiment in putting A. Davidiana against the Muir 
peach interests me extremely, Which of the two will win? 

Letter of August 16, 1911, with enelosures of letter 
from the 4ce Trade Journal, your answer to them and a news- 
paper clipping. ‘ould you be so kind and inform these people 
that I have nothing new to mention in this line and would you 
mind sending them a copy of that Sulletin of mine, referring 
to peges 50-61 where 4 mention this cold storage metter, I 
em enclosing egein the two copies of letters saving you the 
labor of looking them up again in the files, 
Letters of August 21, 1911, I,, with enclosures 





of Messrs. Devis and Rappone's letters re settlement of 


accounts for the quarter ending Harch 31, 1911. Taken notice of, 
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3466. 
IIe Amnounfing that the last batch of films and 

photos have been received and are appreciated, All right! 

| Letter of August 22, 1911, with enclosure of letter 
from Mr, E, Ws Kirkpatrick (a curious name!) re curly grained 
woods, ett. And then | see that Mr, Husbands wasn't able to 
preserve life in these “ersea lingua seeds efter ell, not- 
withstanding the moss he hauled up to the tops of the Andes, 
allowing these seeds to fall easy. The semple of white line 
seed you stated wes being sent te me hasn't shown up yet and the 
note on it you promised me may also be inroute still, 


Letter of August 25, 1911, steting that letters of 





duly 14, 26 and 28 have been received, also the alfelfa seed 
SPI 31687, and mmbers 1¢18a~-1628a, Gled to tkke note of it. 
Letter of September 5, 3911, in whieh you announce 
you are sending me a copy of myl publieetion on plant names. 
Well, 1 didn't receive any euch publication and never wrote 
one, so 1 suppose it is a slip of the pen, I just wonder, 


however, whether Mr. Swingle perhaps got up something and gave 





Letter of Bi) 18, 1911, with enclosures of 2 
photos, newspaper clippings end letter from ir, faul D. Bergen, 
Very kind of you to send me these 2 pictures of thet shipment 
of seeds few Kashgar. Those sacks with seeds look like a 
@nall agricultural exhibition; the vhote is se clear thet 1 
}: imagine I recognize even my old weeks, upenwhich I seratehed 
| various numbers and nemes, You state, thet the case with seeds 
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1461. 
I sent off from Kuldja hasn't turned up as yet (containing 
Nose 1583a~1587a inclusive.) Well, I have been in corres- 
pondence about this shipment with our Consul in Batoum and 
several days ago I got a letter dated Batoum, September 6, 
1911, steting thet this case has been shipped per $.5, Tay- 
gotos of the German Levant Line on the 2nd of September, 
1911, and thet “r, I. PP. Kooga has been notified, 1 suppose 
it must have reached Weshingten by this time, Please let 
me hear about it, - 

I am also very —_ obliged to you for your kind« 
negs in sending me such o whole steck of newspapers and 60 
many Clippings ebout Dr. Wiley's troubles. The saying whieh 
the greatShakeapeare pute in the mouth of Hemlet, "There is 
something rotten in the Statecf Demmrk! certainly applies 
to this whole affair elso, 

I alee found a stetement among those paptre you 
gent re Dr. Gelloway's farm and which you posaibly might 
heave overlooked, 4 am enclosing it herewith, 

As you answered severe] letters of mineooriginally 
addressed to Yr, Pairohild during his temporary absence from 
the office and as I refer on these pages again to some of these 
messages, I suggest that Mr, Fairchild be given an opportunity 
to look at this letter before filing 1%. 

Well, wishing you abundance of strength to keep on 
doing this good work of Plant Introduction, I reanin, with 


kindest regards, 
Yours sincerely, 


FRANK N, MEYER, 
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1462. 
Omsk, Siberia, 
October 28, 1928. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild; 

Your important letter of July 19, 1911 with its 
enclosures of copies of Professor Hansen's letters lies 
before me, They are most highly interesting, indeed, and 
I must compliment you on the ingenius and masterly way you 
have gotten up the anewers for Professor Hansen, He cer- 
tainly must heve opened up his eyes when he found out we 
were using his very euggestions, not for himself, but for 
somebody else, whom he wanted to co through the Gobi desert 
and to Thibet as quickly as possible, 

Well, now the obteining of large quantities of this 
"Sholteek", Medicago falcata, is a most difficult problem, 
as you have noticed already from the letters I have sent in 
from time to time and Professor Hansen's statement in his 
letter to Dr. G,lloway dated July 15, 1911, that this seed 
will heve to be gathered by the ton in certain parts of 
Siberia certainly is sensations]! The collection of it is 
slow work and it actually will mean the establishment of a 
buying agency in Siberia with agents going around in the 
country, telling the farmers that such and such a price is 
going to be paid for it and even then, what I heve seen of 
these Siberian farmers, 1 can assure you thet a great deal 


of time will have to be expended before they will tuke it up. 








He Eemutee® -eoce La ke aimee: oe nme . 

/ etd diddw L10L 40k yleb toseddoh snadtbgeb um Gere 
ove) @OhL eneddet & neenal senibiecaeaig to sekgoo to seiuedlone 
tae ,beobal ,gridweoretas ylagit teem ave yorll .em exbted 
oso You yisetien bee emine gad eds, mo. voy teombiqnes goie I 
(e890 of § ,nopial soesotort. 40? aremats ely qu medtog vad 

ew 30 boot ed iresiw sia eld gu besego: ord: Soum yiantad 
“not dud yifoan{d ot dow jammtdseggueyiewinkt gxtes oxew 
orwee ded eid Aguords: 08 of odnsw ed aortw yale ybodeme 
Cehe E  wae svaeidteeeg ee. yhiohyp wa tedtat: od bre 

aidd ‘to aelsidnenm optal to gebotaddocedd wom: (Liew vo) 6 | 
* Sabogd Lous” 
at tees eval I eretdel oft mort yhetr lal beaktom ered BOY Be | 
eid at toomedate e'seccell toneetet bee emtt o¢ ents mort 


. yeotdoug diverTtib: deom-s Bio pada 





heen sid? teds ,Li0L 6 lab bodab: yowoll BD oat od sestol 
to atteq alstaee om? me wfd vbeyedday od: od owed: Litw an | 
Sib gh fo meatoelfee off )ieneltasnea ef vluindreo atvedta | 
liaotes. tf bne'sbrow woke 
oti mt Soybean yetog eiwoge fd teatro £8: —— 
ei eoiag 2 done Sue done todd atoms’ wir oananetacuiney 
to peea eved I tatu: woud evo hue #h°x0% btdg od @ 
~~ Ceok dwoty: a tadd woy eivane noe L yetednet ™ 
re aT er ee 


see ai to doulas idsiee. edd wear Liiw yl 















1463, 
The whole thing means the establisiment of a market for a 
o-called wild plant and as you yourself have encountered 
a good deal of passive resistance to some of your new in« 
troductions, even in a progressive country like the United 
States, you may have some idea what it means in such an 
Shenae backward country ag Ruseia is end her domains, 
Several times we heard degrading remarks from those dense 
Siberians who told one another, "Oh, they collect weeds, 
ha? hal And when we asked them to assist ue eren the very 
poorest said, "No, we don't want to gather weeds, We have 
to harvest our grains first," Or they said,"Don't take all 
thie sholteek, leave some for the horses and cows!" 


i see your remark concerning “Medicago glutinosa 





and your request to write to Mr, Rolloff at Tiflis. Well, 
as you wrote him already, I suppose he has attenmled to thie 
matter and maybe he hae sent in already some seeds, I can« 
not quite understand thie matter ebout the roots I sent in 
under No, 781; how could this species turn out to be My 
glutinosa when the plants died while in quarantine? I see 
you wrote My, Rolloff even that these plants developed hairy 
calyxes and pode! I suppose they were kept too dark and 
were not given air enough, just like Mr. “liver made these 
Bamboos from Chili go to the dogs by keeping them in a hot 
house all the time, 

About giving up the trip through Urge & Kelgan to 
Peking, Yes, I wrote you already about that several months 
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ago and now oapecially it seems thet China is in a state of 
revolution and I may not be able to do any work there at all 
this winter, I do not quite know what I will do now. 

About my expenses, you ask me on page 4 of letter 
of duly 19, 1911, ‘e11, you will have seen from my accounts 
that ny total expenses for the quarter ending September 30, 
1911, were roughly $1550, which means that they were not 


higher than the average and since I have only one interpreter 


I do not suppose I will use even the full $6000 allotted to 


me for the present fisoal year, Not all of us are like Hille 
end Hangen, when it comes to the handling of tax payers' money} 
And now about the visit to the Alatau in Seniret« 
chensk Provinee which you want me to make so badly, Well, 
firstly, thet region is 8 a 10 days away from Semipaletinsk, 
all the way by carts or horses; then, it is in the Semiretchensk 
Province which means « special permit from St, Petersburg and from 
the Governor General at Tashkent; then the people enroute are 
nearly ell Kirghiz which means a competent Kirghiz interpreter; 
then it is that dreaded border country adjoining that Kudgja 
region where perhaps there is still trouble brewing and all 
these things combined made it not feasible for me to include 
it in this trip, This present interpreter I have 1 also could 
not use for thet work; he is not hardy, nor energetic enough 
and doesn’t know how to deal with the Mussulman element, as 
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1465. 
I had oocasion to observe. It means, in other words, the 
getting up of a special progrem to explore thet Alatau and 
under the present conditions having the collection of Medi- 
cago faleatea mostly in mind and the winter's work in Northern 
China, I possibly could not undertake it. 

And now 1 come to my plans for future travel, From 
here 1 hope to leave within a few days for the Wolga region, 
ag Chine seems to be in a state of convulsion. I hope to 
visit Samara, Sysran where there is an Aceclimatiszation Garden, 
Saratov femous for its fine apples and having e rich herbarium 
in the new University; Sarepta, known for ite excellent mustard 
and the place near which Medisego coerulea and kK, Caneellate 
oocurs; perhpas I may run down inte the Northern Caucasua in 
the Kuban Goverment, where i, giutinosa occurs in especially 
vigorous forms. 

In the meantime 1 wish you would inquire at the State 
Department whehher the conditions inChina really are of such a 
nature so as to be prohibitive for my work and please let me 
know by cable or by letter c/o the 4merican Consul, St. Peters~ 
burg, or through the 4mbassador, 

Should conditions be too dangerous there, then I will 
try to explore the mountains of Rusgian Turkestan, the Pakeme, 
Chotkal and Ablatoune for their wild fruite and come out in 
the Alatau in spring if possible and then I would be ready 


either to return or give Chine another look up, I may need 
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1466, 
to go up from the Volga regions to St, Petersburg to arrange 
there for en special permissions but perhaps our Ambassador 
‘eould arrange thet for me and I proceed via Orenburg to 
Tashkent. 

I intended to ship eome of my baggage ahead to Harbin, 
but since statements appeared in the papers that outlews and 
revolutionaries are taking over the reigns in some of the 
Manchurian towns, I suppose it is better not to do so and 
either to leave gone here or teke it along with me. This 
trouble in China certainly upsets all my plans. I see in the 
Shensi Province especially just where these persimmons grow, 
there is great unrest. 

Well, Mr. Fairchild, this is a really important 
letter, and no doubt you will have to think about it for 


several deys, Let me hear, please, at your earliest oppor- 


tunity» 
I remein with best of wishes, also to all in the 
office, i 
Youre respectfully, 
FRANK N, MEYER, 
P.S. Enclosed please find s map upon which Prof, Krilov 


of Tomsk marked the distribution of the wild Medicago faleata 
in Eurasia; do let Mr, Stunts or somebody else get up maps 
like this of all our important economic plants! They are of 


immense value to us explorers! 
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1467. 
Omsk, Siberia, 
October 50, 1911. 

Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Herewith I am enclosing 10 photos numbered 616, 
628, 629, 531, 533, 635, 536, 544, 547 and 548, They are 
duplicates of those that have apprently beeome lost; should 
the originals turn up, however, I would be pleased to have 
these egain returned to me, I put new descriptions on them 
and suppose thet they are not quite like those on the orig« 
inals, For that lost package you are entitled to elaim 10 
Roublesa and if I were you, I would force the Russian post 
office to mke a thorough search for that package, Can't 
you sompare that receipt I sent you with the one for the 
parcel they claim hae been delivered? I suppose some entry 
has been made of it in the post office in Washington. 

In my last letter I made a post seript about Mir, 
Stunts or somebody else being able perhaps to trace out the 
localities where certain plents of ecovremis importance oocur 
and herewith I em coming beck again upon it. Prof, Krilov 
of Tomek has made out on little maps es I herewith enclose 
a copy, the localities where a certain plant that is native 
to the Altai coceurs, Tech plant, in other words, has its 
own map and now it is most unusually hendy to take up this 
atles and look over where such and sueh a thing does oesur, 
A similar map system I noted in the Jessup-wood sollection 
in the Arnold Arboretum and in the wood collection of, I 
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believe, the New York Museum of Netwral History, In leotures 
especially such maps come very hendly; like, for instance, the 
two I sent you of Orobus lutens var. orientalis and of Medicago 
faleatea, | 

Now in connection with these mans and with the five 
volumes of the Flora Alteala which Professor Krilov came me, 
I would like to know whether we could send him some literature 
in return. He informed me he needed such literature badly in 
connection with this map meking, that gave the distribution of 
plants as complete as possible and just about the American flora 
he possessed very little literature, “hat do we have in the 
line of local flores to offer him? Ilis address is Prof. P. N. 
Krylov, Botanist at the University of Tomek, Siberia, (This 
_ spelling is the way he likes 1% best}) 

I also spoke with him about the curious feet thet 
Steliera alteica apparently oceurs aleo in China and I gevre 
him a copy of photo No, 287. He thoucht it is the same plant 
as this Altai ome and I am curious to know whether the botan'sts 
in Washington will agree with it. There isa herbarium material 
in our odllection that I brought with me from China and now 
some new material that 1 collected in the Altei is enroute te you, 
What 2 would like to have now is one copy of photo No. 286 and 
one of photo Ho, 287. I trust you cen send these to me after 
a little whiles 
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Then, I never heard anything of the meny semples of 
soile 4 sent from Kuldjea through the 4nerican Consul at St. 
Petersburg to yous Has “r, &, ¢, Free or anybody else received 
them? 

Could you also inform me whether Yrofessor Sargent 
has published a catalogue yr the rich collections of the 
Arnold Arboretum and if so, could I obtain a copy perhaps? 

I also got a personal letter from Mr, J, M, Under~ 
wood, President of the Jewell Yursery Company et Lake City, 
Minnesota, and he asked me whether I could not send him some 
scious of those wild fruits from ChineseT rkestan, Well, | 
will refer him to you and trust that he be given some hardy 
things, like for instence some seeds of this"Kurgan cherry" 
Noy 16828, which cherry seems to be very little known in the 
United States, At Least I never saw it anywhere. 

Mr, Aaron Aaronshon also wrote me a letter asking 
for information on Rassien and Chinese Turkestan as he hed 
in mind paying a visit to Central Asia in search for more 
wild cereals, I wrote him, however, that he will have immense 
difficulthes on account of his religion and I personally think 
they will never let him go very far. lie also wrote me thet he 
had sent me samples of wild wheat and barley, Well, these 
gaxples have been stolen again, probably for the stamps or 
something else, Some photographs and booke that were sent to 
me from Holland have also been appropriated enroute, And a 
moneyorder from Batoun for over 36 roubles that was sent by 
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the acting Consul, is apparently also not delivered, I am 
investigating thie matter | 

You probably have had a visit alresdy from Mr, 

Jacob E, Conner, our Gonsul at St. Petersburg, who was re- 
turning to Washington and expected a new post. Mr, Conner 
hes been very helpful to us in forwarding meny percels of 
mine and sending me my mail to several out-of-the-way places 
and 1 suppose you have given him your best thanks. 

I heard thet Yr, Wileon has been appointed permanently 
in the Arnold Arboretum; that is different from what we are in 
Wnele Sam's service; only for a year at « tine! 

Then, while in Semipaleatinsk, I called upon the 
Agronomist there, a lir, I, uM, Pachomoff, and this gentleman 
was willing to assist us in obtaining large quantities of 
Medicago falcata seeds and will let us hear next year how 
proppects are, He also would like to hear from us what 
varieties of corn and of sorghum can stand the greatest cold 
and e list of these nemes he would appreciate very much and 
also the addresses where such hardy varieties could ve bought. 
He steted that if an enterprising American seed firm was 
willing to do business in Siberia, now wes the time to start, 
as thekussian Goverment is trying to help the farmers to 
plant only the best and they ere planning several new experi- 
mental stations to be started the coming years. wr, Pachomoff 
aleo asked naively where this Sholteek really came fromy the 


i 
bh 
4 








‘ WOT OE , baat 
oo Lo opbereriish gor. wie i amarante stsren08: agen oa cs : —- 





a 
{8 te Javoed caniven et dapseud ‘Sretdaere tat: ‘a | By if 
i ke i atone 8 bal ovad.¢ldodong Bot voted ie 


~ot eaw odw .gusdanede’ ot8 ta ‘fuas09 ano ,t9n0800 a dost | a 

ee ee badooges: baw nos getadet ‘ot gatsrurt . 

29 aleoteg “yan jatoueww? at aw odehstgtod Gade ident ead ‘ 
segale yant~adw'lo-~dee- lorevea. od Stas Bee getbace ‘bch outs 
<ohe) «ih qiinlanid -debed ed0y ietdvmewty oved oy, esecque: i ‘ns | 
videonairieg: hadntouqe Qed and nee LER owel tads Brome Less 2 fateh 

sek eo ane tahoe? diene bbe ad ante -m@erodth Mogih odd at eee 

io lente adertaby 9 tot! yin ceotvree a! aneoson ‘oe : 

eis pega betiaovT vlomkda Leqinee! fe seeianal aot MLight Site | Re a 





taoeldtog midds baw’ . Mombdos'ts els. E: vara: ered fo tnonoaga 

“to setvic¢aatp egiad: sriaieddo mk ew sdetend os: ‘acatene >a 

wor taey. oxen teed: settneendnece Sais nent ee? D: 

“tetw Roker amedood ell binow onie oi om etooggorq it 
blow saodaety ons. baa) 8. a0 teudgnoa. 4e-bas mie to: sottetiey | R 
bow douse yey etelse cea bivowr ed meant: eBeds: it de Babb | . : 
gedqued od -Llube eedsottav. eortest-atowe! erode wotsorbbacads bate ee 
gee ey oem saber getelagvesee ae: Di gale botase’ oll | ¢ 


ojdeade 68 enteveds inmiiwoangulqodtt fb eecndacd ob of  gntdte ; < 

08 erestet odvogiod od yabyrts at: doemnne 708 madaaviiedy a 4 

ek taal wor lavoves guinaatq en ye Saw aed ontr¢ieo taalq 

‘nombsten'l: vel yetaey gittane ended: edad soottace! Sidon 
odd guorlomea yl igen. amaeeiniornanenenenes _ ni 














1471, 
people he had gome in contact with had told him an American 
had been in Siberia several years ago ani hed scattered its 
seeds here and there! What do you think of that? fie also 
informd me thet the RuseianGovernsent hed bought from Prof, 
Hansen some of his new alfalfes! Isn't that carrying water 
to the see? when I spoke ebout some of these wild Siberian 
forage plants thet really look very promising he said, well, 
we will firet let you Americans work it out and then we come 
and buy them again from youl Whet a lovely way of thinking, 
dan't it? I was also informed thet to the South of Semi- 
paleatinek the Kirghiz are beginning to sow out alfelfa, but-~ 
curiously enough the French lucerne gives much more fodder 
to the acre then the lurkesten alfalfa does. I asked hin 
whether it didntt freeze out, Well, be hadn't heard any 
complaints as yet. 

In e recent letter there was an enclosure of a copy 
of Ur. Parier's letter, dated Mukden, June 6, 1911, and inform- 
ing you thet he hed never seen any vetches cultivated in 
Manchuria, but that they grow wild in many pleces. ‘Yea, I 
also must confirm his stehements, I do not think that the © 
Chinese cultivate thom anywhere, They never grow grops for 
fodder alone, 1% doeen't pay them? Domestic animals have 
‘been bred go that they are able to exist upon whet is given 
to them<«and that doesn’t mean the very best im China. Could 
Mir, Stuntz look up the Violas and other economic leguminosee 
in Komaroff's Flora Menchurioa, T would like to reseive a 
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1472.4 
copy of auch a list. And could somebody also look up the 
names and countries where they grow of all the Hedysaruns, 
the Desmodiuns, the Mathyrug, the Vicias and thos species 
of Astragalus that ere used for fodder! I also would like 
to hear same more ebout thie. Since + heve stumbled here 
over Hedysarun sibirioun, H, polymorphum and H, spdandens, 
I am beginning to think there may be more promising species 
laying about in verious countries and the same with severel 
other Leguainosens And then, we want to round them up and 
make them availeble for our experts, fhere really is no end 
to this work, Mr, Fairchild} The more you dig, the more you 
find! 

I enclose herewith an advertisement about books; 
this volume Sikkim and Bhutan locks good to me; I wonder if 
any trees and fruits from those little visited regions are 
mentioned | | 

Well, this message is made up of a number of minor 
matters, I suppose you will have to do some dissecting. 

With best of wishes, also to all in the office, I 
remain 

Yours respectfully, 


FRANK N. MEYER. 
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ITINERARY REPORT OF FRANK N. MEYER, AGRICULTURAL EXPLORER, 
FOR THE QUARTER JULY, AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER, 1911. 


Date 


i 


17 





Neture of the 


In Nevo-Nikeleyefek, Siberia, going from Hotel to 
Raikroad station; all day enroute for Omsk. 
Arrival in Omsk. Hunting ebout fer 2 hotel, to 
post office and telegraph office. 
Taking bulky baggage from Railroad station, unpacking 
seeds, attended to correspondence, 
Cuttings packed im and sent off. Herbarium material 
inspected, correspondence attended te, 
Correspondence attended tey maps bought. 
Packages sent off. Correspondence attended te. 
Packages sent off. Correspendence attended te. 
Mail sent off. Trunks repaired, 
Waps pasted on cloth, seeds closned. 
Correspondence attended to, seeds cleaned, 
Correspondence attended to, aeeds cleaned. 
Correspondence attended te, (Accounts and Itinerary Report) 
Correspondence atimnded te, (Photos described, mail sent off) 
Correspondence attended te, (Photes sent off.) 
Visit te agricultural expertiment station, 
Correspondence attended to. Kew interpreter enters 


service. 
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1474, 


18 Correspondence attended to. Hoent around incuiring 
for Medicago falcata seeds, _ 

19 Gorrospondence attended to. Bought seeds. 

20 Correspondence attended to. Unwell. 

21 Correspondence attended te. Unwell, 

22 Correspondence attended te. Unwell. 

24, Seedg cleaned, nctes written. 

25 Seede gent off, Correspondence attended to, 
Correspondence attended tog very sultry, unwell, 
Gerrespondence attended teg unwell 


26 
27 
28 Correspondence attenied top unwell. 
20 Cerrespondence ationded tey unwell. 
$1 


Gorreapendence attended tay phetes shipped off, 





2 Herbarium material labelled all dayy usil sent off, 
2 Herbarium material labelled all day, arrangements 
made for alfalfa seeds. 

4 Herbarium material, isbelledy correspendende attended to. 
4 Herbarium meterial labeliedy inquiries made for seeds, 
& Herbarium material labelled and packed in, seads 

bought. 
7 Herbarium material packed img seeds cleaned, notes 
wade. 


8 Herbarium material packed iny betenical notes made, 





1475. 

ae Visit to Agricultural Exhibition in Omsk to buy 
seeds, heavy rains. 

10 By cert out im the country trying to obtain alfalfa 
asedg, heavy rains, 

il Ron-wanted baggage packed in. Botanical netes 
made, heavy rains. 

iz Non-wanted baggace packed im. put in storage roon, 
Botenical notes made, 

14 Left hotel in Omsk at 4 A.M. Went to railroad 
station, enroute for Tartarsksia, arrived there 11 A.m, 
From 1 P.M. wotil 6 P.H. by cart out im the country trying 
to make contracts about wild elfaife seed. 


15 Left Tartarskaia at 8 A.M, by train. AlL day 
enroute for Tomsk. 

“1sé Srrived in Tomsk at 11 4.i. Inspected market and 
parks. 

17 Botanised in vicinity of Tomsk, 

18 Vieitied botanic garden in Tomsk and had conference 


ig Stadied in herbarium of betandeal garden at Tomak, 

20 Studied in herbarium of betanical gerden at Tonsk. 

21 Attvended to correspondence, Heavy rains all. day Leng. 
ae Collected seeds in botanic gardeny went to banks. 

23 Atteaded to cox 





reepondenca, cleaned seeds. Heavy 
rains all day long. . 
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LA7ER 
24 Negotiations with Russian fermere to collect wild 
seeds. Took chotes and collected alfalfa seeds in 
vicinity of Tomsk. 


26 Genference with botanists, collected seeds near 
Tomsk. 
26 . Baggage packed in and transferred to steamer, 


Left Tomsk at 6 P.M. enroute for Harnsoul, ascending 


the Ob river. 


27 All, day enreute. Stepped for the night in Hove 
Nikeolayefsk. 

28 Ail day cnroute. 

ao All day enroute. Arrived st 5 P.M. im Darnaeul, 

30 Hunted for a new interpreter. Visited park and 
markets. 

SL Inquired for wild alfalfa seeds, engaged new 
interpreter. 





* Visited an agricultural instructer in Barnaguls 
collected wild alfalfa seeds, ) 


2 Collected wild alfaRfe and vicias all day long. 

$ Collected wild alfalfa and took photes. 

4 Stripped wild alfalfa seedsg bought supplies fer 
intended journey. | 

5 Visited fruit orchards near Barnsouly had negetia~ 


tions with carters. 
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1477. 


Left Barnsoul at @ A.M, by 2 carts. Changed herseg 
in Shadrine and Kolmamskaie. Arrived @ ©.é. im Chistunkea 
(total distance 84 ersts) | 

Gollected wild alfsifs seeds en Ghistunke stepse 
ali day long. 

Collected wild alfalfa sseds on Chistunka steppe 
all day long. 

Colleeted wild alfalfa seeds on Ghistunke steope 
all. day long. 

Stitioped wild alfalfa seeds s@ as te reduce bulk, 

Left Chistumka at 8 A.M. by 2.earte. Changed horses 
in Beegolosse and Pletew. Arrived in Djelesgiasa 5 P.u. 
{total distance 75 Wersts). 

| Collected some alfaifa seeds in mormming. Left 
Sjelo-glaga at 3 ?.u., arriving in Kaloukski-l.cesi at 
6 P.M. (distance 34 wersts). 

Collected alfalfa seeds om steppe near Seesi, tricd 
t obtain labor te assist us in gathering seedgg nebady 
willing, however, 

Gellectsd alfalfa seedg. Arrested and insulted 
by drunken village police, taken te be spies. After 
showing our pagsports released agaia. 

Stripped off alfalfa seeds. Heavy rains. legg~ 


tilatione with carters, 
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Left Kealmuksi-Meesi at @ AM. by B carts. Changed 
horses in Kurioonske. Arrived at 6:30 P.M, im Sawooska, 
{Total distance 65 wersts) Cold, drenching rains et 
intervals. | 

Heavy rains, NSegotetions with carters, nearly «il 
drunk, hewever, Left Saveeska at 5 Pil. arrived ot 9 P.t. 
im Sminogorsk. Resdg exgeedingly bad and dangerous (distance 
22 wersts). 

Gellected seeds ncar Sminogorsk, 

Collected seeds near Sninecorsk. Took photesg heavy 
rains in afternoon. 

Heavy rains ali day leng, Attended te oorrespendencs, 

Collected seeds near Suinggorak, | 

‘@leaned goede, Rain and high wind all. day and night. 

Gliesnded seede, Rain and high wind all day and night. 
Roads impassable, 

Gollected some seeds and made ne@tes. 

First snow has falleng dried herbarium material, 
cleaned seeds, took some photes, 

Negotiated with carters. Men don?t want te go an 
the roads are almost impassable, | 

New overtures with carters. Left at last at 2 PH, 
Arrived at 6 P.M, in Bkaterinsketa (distence 3@ Wersts,) 
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L479, 

28 4 heavy frost had oceurred during the night, 
Seocthdtiens with cartera. Left Exaterinskaia at 10 A.ils 
Changed horses in Shimonacfskaia, arrived in Widrichta at 
6e30 E.MY (Total distance 52 wersts). — 

29 Diffioulties in finding earters. Left by 2 certs 
at 11 a.l. irrived in Krasnoyarake on the Irtish river 

at 4250 P.M. (Distance 36 Werstag through a hilly country 
with swamply places.) 

30 Heavy frest. Left Krasnoyerskea at @ A.M, by 2 
carta, passed through Glubowka and Propareike, Arrived 
in Ust Komenogorak at 2 P.M. (distance 45 Wersts). Vent 
out botanising ia the afterneos, The Aliai mountains 
ieom up im grand splendem covered with glistening coate 
of snow. 
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1.480. 
‘Samaras Russiay 
November 10, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Fairchiids 
Herewith i am enclosing one package containing 22 
photos, bearing the numbers 781, 782, 78%, 784, 787, 788, 789, 


790, 701, 794, 795, 796, 797, 796, 799, 8 








Trasting they will. reach you im goed condition, 


Yours respectfully, 


FRANK HN, KiYER 


Samaray Russia, 
iéveaber 10, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild! 
Please find enclosed one package containing 10 filme 
bearing the following aumberst 769, 760, 7@5, 786, 792, 795, 
@07, 808, 809 and BO. | 
I trust they will reach you im first exhes condition. 








Respeetfully yours, 


PRANK Ny MEYER, 
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i461, 
Samaras Russia, 
November 10, 1911. 
Dear ir, Fairchilds | 
| Please find enclosed one package, containing 10 
photes bearing the following numberst 769, 760, 785, 786, 792, 
798, 807, 808, 809 and 610. | 
I trust they will reach you in first clasa condition. 
Respectfully yours, 


PRANK N, MYER, 


Bamara, Russia 
November 1G, 1911. 
Dear Mr. Fairchilds 
Herewith I am enclosing one packagey containing 22 
films, bearing the follewing numberst 761, 782, 78%, 1B4,y 787, 
788, 789, 790, 791, 795, 704, 796, 797, 708, 720, 800, @OL, 
BOR, 805, 804, BOS and 806. 
Trusting this letter will reach you in geed condition, 
L vemain 
Yours respectfully, 
FRANK N, MESA, 
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1482. 
Samara, Russia, 
November 10, 1°11. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild 
Herewlth I em sending you by registered Russiam 
sample post one package containing the numbers 1704a, 17054 
and 1706a, It are only verysmall quantities, but--Prof, 
tulatkef? who gave them to me has very Little of them himself, 
as the crops this year have been a dismal failure in thia 
part of the seridy. The sunflower with the "mail-c@ated® 
seeds, I mon tioned in a letter from Moscow about 2 years 
ago ani I suppese the thing is no longer « novelty, The 
durum wheat, fAmcrikanka, is interesting as it ie a large 
_kernelled variety and — not seem to have been intro~ 
duced yet in America, although the name wight imply 1% came 
from us. It seems te come close to "Afrikenski” (No. 1¢3da$ 
which i sent from Omsk and about which promiges have been 
made me to send you some larger quantity. The most interesting 
number of this i iiieateatthanell package is Ne. 170Ga,y tho new 


Taiskala winter durum wheat. I whgh you would call thie 


number to Mr, Garleton!s attention in particular as he asked 
me sapentadiy before I left for this last trip to be om the 
lookout for hardy winter durwa wheats. The people here have 
only # few pounds of this Telskaia whest im-their cossession 
and several yeare will pass before anything Tike ton pounds 
will be available to us, Prof, Tilaikeff, however, will let 


ia have some more oa so0h ag they can. 
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1483. 

Also a few words about the vhetes and filme i 
have gent you. There are 52 of eaghy both filma and prints 
and numbered 769, 780-810 inclusive, The ummbers 770-772 
I left owt as I still have some undeveloped films about 


go Paicata and other forage plants which I had expected 





to be ready before I sent this let off. ‘They will come now 
with the next batch of pictures. 

You will find these Hedicace faleata pictures not 
very interesting, but the plant dees not lend itself te very 
artistic reproductions wiless one colors the prints, The 


b 


photes of the Siberian cherries, however, + persenally think 
very nice, the more ag one realizes thet 1% ig perhaps one of 
the world's nardiest stone fruits. Did the rhizomes of Rerdosmia 
dacvigata, No, 988, arrive alive? If so, the photos about it 
will be of interest to those whe are going to test this aquatic, 
| On Photo No. 790, Halus sp., I left out the number 
ef the seeds I sent from Omsky but which / bought in Saisansk, 
ag I stored my inventory notes in Omsk anid do not quite reneuber 
the exact number. It is in the 1600. and I wrote that 1% might 
be a hybrid and that the fruits have « very pleasent sub-acid 
Laver. I wish you vould kindly inaert the right numbor @n 
Anat photo. I didn't retain any copies of these photoes for 


wy own field collection and I wish you would send me a pring 





600 which I promised to a fellow traveller, 
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And now about my diseussiens here with various people. 
On Sunday evening, November 5, we arrived here and Monday I 
went before to fir, Von Arapow's house, only te find out he 
had left the any before to St, Petersburg, being called there 
through the sudden iliness of his mother. We tried te find 
his assistant, but that gentleman hed taken a holiday apoarently. 
On Tuesday, however, I met him, but he knew little or nothing 


peg and other things and we were referred to a 





Mr. Teis, the inspector of Agriculture for the Samara Govern— 
ment. iI found this elderly gentleman to be of &@ pleasant, 
helpful disposition and in the conversation I had with his 
and an assistant, I ebtained some information about general 
agricultural matters in Samara Government. For mere specific 
information, however, he advised me to visit Prof, 3, &, Tulsaikeff, 
the recently appointed director of the Eesensneok Agricultural 
Experimental Station. 

On Wednesay, Noveubar 8, I received s reply on uy 
telegram to Prof. Tilaikeff that he would be heme and after a 
two hours' journey by rail we arvived in Besenshook. I found 
that he was an old accuaintance of vours, having met him in 

Washington in June, 1909. I suppese you may veined bim alse 

| yet. | 

Ag you may imagine we speke about mamy things, Ameri- 
Gan as well, as Russian and aa Prof. Tulaikeff speaks English well, 


it was a very pleasant day for més 
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Here are a few pointes Ordinary alfalfa freezes 
gui very badly in severe snowless winters and they are try- 
ing to select hardier deutettne, 

The alfalfa work has been divided between Prof. 
Tulaikoff in Besenshook ani Mr, 9. S. Bogdan im Krasany 
Keot, South Samara Governtmenty the first experimenting with 
M. sativa and the last with Kk. falcats. . 

Selection of drought and alkali resistant var- 
ieties of grains ani forage plants is an important item in 
the program of all of the experimental stations in south+ 
eastern Russie. 

Professor Pulaikeff has obteined some startling 
results in raising wheat in cultures that contained as much 

’ as 5% alkali. He expects to raise strains of wheat and 
alfalfa that will stend more saline matter im the soil, than 
any of the varieties now existant. 

The severe drought experienged here this year and 
which has cauged famine in large districts, has awakened in 
all classes of the popujation a deap desire te prevent sudh 
calamities by abandoning the presemt system of grain growing 
only and by practicing new metnodg of cultivation and of 
agriculture in general. 

Irrigation is even thought of, but only as a fare 
away ideal, ac the expenses snd labor cenneeted with it may 
not repay the outlay in an uncongenial climate like the South 
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Volga regiona. 

Perrerot wheat, or, a8 it is wrongly called in 
America, “Perrerotka," is very variable and many distinct 
strains exist in Southern Russia. 

"Bjela-Turka", a good durwa wheat, exists alse 
in several distinct strainsy it seems that leeal conditions 
influence variation in some of these stendard wheats more than 
is general accepted. 

"“Dankovska." ig 2 very bardy, soft, winter wheat, 
doing well in the Samara Government. 

"Kanatskaia® is a very good hard winter wheat. 

"Enlanskeia" als@ ia a good, hard winter wheat. 

"Krassny Donskaia*® is a soft, hardy winter wheat. 

"Datlerowski"® is a fine, soft, winter wheat, but 
it needs a coat of snow to prevent it, twem being killed in 
severe winters. 

"Nemerchanke* is a good variety ef Ferreret wheat 
and also "Egypitka". 

"Krassnaia Komovei" is @"very coedy dense hoaded, 
variety of Proso (red). 

“Krassnaia adnagrevaia" ig a fine, red ores@ with 
heads hanging over on one side, 

*Qrenburgskaia® is a very good red prese, 

 ‘WKulbash® and *8hilbash*® are alse large grained red 


presos, both very good. 
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*"Resurshist® is a finey pale-yellow variety of presse, 
All of these wheats and preseg mentioned are good for 


semi-arid regions and I wish you would kindly cofmmicate 


: about them with Mr, Garleten who asked me especially te in uire 


fer these anges 

| i waned te obtain cuantities of seeds of sll these 
things, but this year's crep is a total failure here and at 
the Experiment Station even they will have to sow seeds that are 
one and two years old. Prof, fwlaikeffy however, will gladly 
furnish ug with these things when their crops are good again 
and aa he expressed himself of being extremely pleased with 
the way he was treated everywhere in America I supcese you 
will get thege things in due time and after some gorrespemieuce 
has passed between you ani him. | 


es 


In ornamental ‘things I didntt notice anything new 


ty ) 
in thet experimental station and as it is enly € years old 


one couldn't expect mach. ‘They will intreduee, however, more 
hardy and ornamental fruite, trees, shrubs, etc., and 1 
suppose we may be able to exchange some of our things for 
what they have te offer in the line of grains, 

The last two days I haven't felt quite welly 
aiaant a cold, I suppese ana the darky souewnat damp weather is 
net conducive to goed health, IT hepés howevor, te leave 
tomorrow for @ysran and then over “ensa te Sarateff where 


there is 2 nlant selection station im connection with the now 
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Wniversity and where there are a few interesting pceple. From 
Saratoff I hope to go to Krassmy Keot where Mr. Bogdan lives 


whe mokes interesting experiments with Ui } falecta and 





Triticum cristatum, I haven't decided as yet where to receive 
ait, and possibly telegrams, serheps in Rostef Dong where 
I may arrive when coming from Sareta. — 

It seema that conditions in China are getting te 
guch « point that exploration work of the kind I am doing, 
cannot be indulged in for Heavens know how leng, In a big 
Russian newspaper today (Buskee Slova) appeared a Lengthy 
article Prmen the ahnexation of Manchwwile oy Japan and Rusgis 
in case the other powers and especially Amorica can be 
pacified. Nobody knows now what they will do to @hina. Poer~ 
hepa it is better thst I collect some material yet in tae 
Caucasus and then visit Dr, Trabut in Algiers and them retarn 
w Waghington., From Seteun there are steamers running 16 
various pete in the Meditteranecan and such a trip wonky 
imerease the ordinary expenses. 

Well, 2 am closing with best of wishesg alow te 
“gk in the office, 

Yours respectfully, 
PRANK By MOYER. 
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Rostoff+en~Don,g Rucsisy 
December 6, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Since a couple of days I am here in Reosteff and 
found a few letters from you and a telegram. The important 
letter, however, has not arrived as yet and I will first 
write my reports about the various peeple I sav. 

Wail, I wrote you about my visit to Professer 
Tulaikeff at Benenshook and + hepe you reaeived the registered 
gample with seeds and photes and films I sent off from Samara, 

On Monday, November 15, I ieft Sawara by train for 
navigation om the Volga had become too irregular and after a 
four hours? ride we arrived in Sysran, where I expected te 
find Mr. A. BD, Woeikov who makes experiments with hardy trees 
and fruits and aout vhnom you sent me a letier dated Jan. 17, 
1910, with enclosure of Mir. Zon's letter dated January 13, 1910. 

Well, after much search in the tow of Syssran we 
found the next day a brother of his and then I heard that he 
lives 40 wersts away from Sysran in a small pleee called 
samakina, Ag it wag, this brother had spend a ceuple of days 
in the city and wanted to return alse so we together first 
went By rail fro Syeran to Kopteffka and then by carts te 
Samakina, I left the place agein early on Thursday, November 
18, and had seen everything and talked and listened for many 


an hour and liere are my observetions. 
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iit, A.D, Wookkev is a man of about 3$, strongly 
wuilt and of slightly coarse manners, like s@ many of the 
Russisnms are, He is of a large family who own much land 

, 
but apparently little essh and for that reasien he is run- 
ning &@ commerciol nurseryy to explain this he say@y "Yoay 
dendrology is my hobby, bute-the nursery is my businesel* 
He also conducts a modest school of horticulture for about 
<Q country lands and for which business he receives a gov- 
ermmental sup sify, He is especially interested in intre- 
ducing all sorts of hardy trees and shrubs he cam lay his 
hands on while hardy fruits take the second place, He has 
a reading knowledge of German and Euglighy but prefers 
French ag a medium of conversetion and se we always talked 
in this onewtime-s0-widelywased tongue. 

His collections of trees and shrubs have been 
ppanted out on many spots, as he has been searching for the 
best all around lecality and he decided « few vears age te 
etert a new plantation a few miles away from the old place 
wnere he hopes taings will do beticr, The climate in tue 
Simbirsk Government is not congemial to trees, The summers 
are hot and dry, the winters quite cold, «ith littie anew 
aa arale, while in spring they experience often very severe 
night frests thst kill off the young growth. Therefore, the 


variety of treca and shrubs able to survive this climate is 


net a great one, On the hilis one finds wildy P: 
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a few minor things. On low places various species ef willows 


bay Ps Bicta and seme 
intermediate forms. On the whole it is not a very rich flera. 


occur, algo 





As to cultivated plants, fir, Wooikov's greatest 
specialty ia apples of which he has about 80 different var~ 
deties, not all, however, entirely successful. They are 
nearly all grafted on the Eastern Siberian variety of crabe 
apple, as this has the hardiest reots snd withstands drought 
the bestg the growth, however, is slow ana hybrids between 


Malus ia and Kk, baccate supply resliy « better stock 





DP iin 77 ‘] 





but one cannot get them in aufficient quantities, 
Pears as @ rule do not survive @ severe winter 
and therefore cannet be grown unless storcd in cellar ercry 


winter, Pyrus useguriensia, however, ig hardy and ir, Woeciker 





atill hopes te get hardy pears by hybridisation and selection. 
Of plums about 10 varieties are grown, but they ere 
not all successes. They are grafted on the ordinary doughy 
Prunus spinosa, voich occurs also wild here and there in the 
Simbirsk Prevines. 
Qf cherries there are several, varieties and hybrids 


and strange to sy, some English varicties lite Kenty Quegn 
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Hortense and Early Black are quite hardy there, Of all, of 
the things “c, Woeikev has hig cherries are of tke greatest 
value te us. There are forms of Prumus siriwa, FP. cerasus 
and Ps. chansecres: ani hybrids between these three species 
and they ave all exceptionally hardy. I gaw hoorids wetbveen 
Wladimir cherry anc P, chamagcerasug tast io@ked of very 
great promise ag fruit trees fer the Upper Missis@ippi Valioy 
regions. I spoke abgui the fact that in Ames all. the Wladimir 
cherries had been frezen back to the groumc last wintery but 
Mr, W, stated that the same thing happens every a@ many years 
here in Russia also and-~that there are at least 5 distinct 
strains of Wladimir cherries, which all differ in leeks ana 
degree of resistancy to drought and cold 1! Qne very hardy 
variety is cultivated near Nishni-~Hevgored and of which he 
algo hag a few plantsg this voeriety ia ealied "Kestinia," 

I also saw warious @pecies of wild Prunug like 


PB. padug in a few variocties; 





By Ps upachu, P. oumiia, 
P. japonica, FP. pensylvanica, the last looks like a stock for 
atene fruits although some specimeng sucker badiy. ir, Woeikev 





thought that hybrids between P, Pensyivanicum and PF. mahade 





would make ideal steck for cherries ani oluns. 
Of the Siberian cherryy Frumug chamaceeragus, I saw 
& block of old bushesy which were reuarkable for their various 


habits. Seme were &5 feet im height and of slender twigs, 
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2405. 
waile othera were G«8 feet tall of heavy wood, Me. Yooikor 
stated that. he had a faw shrube which he suspected were lyhrids 


and nlumst In case this is so this 





Siberian cherry will be of still sreater volue te us in the 
Northern statics for endless erossings ean be made then and 
practically all sorte of stone fruits ereatedl tf 

I also was shown a hybrid between the ordinary veach 
and the steppe almond, Amygdalus nana, meade by 9 “ir. Midjurin, 
a purseryman at Lezlov, Tambev Gevernment, who wants te make 


& rage of seaches Pit te stand the uncongenial climate of the 


2 


greater part of Russia, The olents were grafted on Prunus 


F, 
wh 


spinoss roots and they leaked most reuarkably like young 


specimens of alug davidiana. The few twies @f herbarium 





material that lir, Weeikey showed mec afterwards scened te she 
however, a difference between the two as flowers and amall 


leaves were developed simultaneously while A, davidiens develons 





leaves after the flowers have passed. We must wait, howover, 

a Little while before accepting this creation az a gonuine 

hybrid, for Me, Midjurin is said to work slinshed, a la Burbank. 
Looking over the ornamental trees, I was struck with 

the fact that North America has more te offer to Russia in the 

line of hardy trees than Russia te us. Some Nerth American 

trees have become a feature of Rusaian parks and streets, like 


ane, but eanecially the 
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1494. 
bex elder, Acer negundg, which is one of the hardiest treas 
here in Russia and is seen im almost sll parks in company with 


Jilacs and APES ANS 





I noticed, however, at Mir. Woeikev@s place seme 


specimens of Ulmus 2 which came originally fren 





Djearkent at the Chinese Turkestan border and which trees are 
apparently very drought and cold resistant. 

Salix alba in varieties is of promise as an erna~ 
mental. tree on slightly moist places in the Ypper Mississippi 
Valley regions. Alnus glutinoga, well fit te berder water 
courses in cold regions; loves a sandy soil. 

Populus trista from Kamshatka, a sediumsised tree, 


very cold resistant. ti with very large leaves 





coming from Sentral Russia. 





alba and BP. 
treme are hybriviging among one another and ur. Woetkevts 
Place and the variation seen among the seedlings is most 
interesting. Some new types will evelve and we may expect 
perhaps forms of dense growing habits of which the se~called 


Berlin poplar 





gee p is an examole, 

In shrubs I saw very little that is new. Hippephae 
chamoiceg exists in & few distinct varieties ef which the 
enels from Central Asia are the hardiest and quickest growing. 
Mr. Weeikey states that plants from elevated Central Asia seem 
to be especially hardy in Southern Russie wuch plants having 
been used to long periods of drynesa and heat and net coming 


quickly inte leaf after a few hot days-in springs plants fren 
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1495. 
Manchuria, however, though prfectly hardy in the wood, suffered 
' severely fron the heavy night frosts in late spring and many 
things from the Bastern United States were hurt on the same 
account. These observations I consider of imnense value to 
us, as it gives us a clue where to obtain our material from 
for the Western sections 6fthe United States, The great 
pity is that elevated Central Asia is se poor in promising 
plants. Still there are the mountains of Northern Keansu yet, 
which “:,. Woeikov considers an unexplored mine of new shrubs 


and trees, He stated there are the following very promising 


plents there. Populus alashanice, Berberis diaphena, Ribes 
stenoverpa, Rubus in several species, Sorbus microphylla, 


fmygde lus stipuleta, Hippophee in two species, one forming 
trees 30 feet in height and probably a host of minor things. 


I also moke about getting up to 100 pounds of 
seeds of the genuine Larix sibirica and I obtained an address 
of a forester in Viatka -overnment to whom we have written 
already. 

While telking about hardy fruite Mr, veeikov remarked 
that the variety of apple called "Groosaffka" stands the 
Irkutsk climates; that in Armenia between Kars and frivan, there 
is a high elevated region, with hot summers and cold winters, 
an arid plain intersected by ravines and that there are several 
promising varieties of fruits cultivated there which are hardy. 
That there are a few places in Samara Government near Ragan, 


for instance, where big groves of wild apples occur, That there 
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are groves of a wild apricot like plum (Prunus or Armeniaca 


sibirica) in the mountains near Nertchensk and on a few other 


spots in Northern Menchuria, He just had received a package 
of stones from a collector near Nertehensk; I wanted to buy 
half of itis but he was set atte to sell them; he would 
exchange with us and here are his propositions, 

He states thet he is willing to be commissioned by 
us to collest anything we want within the Russian domains; 
that his expenses will be very moderate, for he himself is 
as mush interested in seeing some of the wild plants grow 
as we are interested in getting them, Theat his knowledge of 
Russian and Russien conditions and his aequaintanceship with 
the Sussiean flora make it almost sure that he gets the things 
he is after, especially ali things in the dendrological line. 
That he likes to hear from you what you think of this proposal. 

As a test, I gave him an order for 6500 lbs, of 
Clean Medicago falcata seed at the rate of 2 Roubles per lb. 
Let us see how much he will get and in how long a time, 

Then he wantea to exchange his cherry hybrids and 
varieties for seeds and budwood of the Compass cherry; 

Prunus americana and P, maritima; also imppoted sand cherries, 
P, Sesseyi. 
He also likea to get seeds of Celtis occidentalis, 


mocladus cenadensis, Juglans nigra, Pinus resinifera and 






Juniperus scopuloum, all collected from the Northern limits 
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1497. 
where ‘lose trees ocour, He further is willing to make up 
lists and receive lists of exchangeable material, His 
address is A, D. Woeikov, Sta, Novospasko, Sysran-Riagan, 
RoR. Simbirsk Govt., Russia. 

ir, Woeikov also sends you hie setalogue and for 
the many mistakes in it he aske for our clemency as printers 
in Sysran are not among the brightest of Russian workers. 

I hope this report will give you some idea as what 
we may expect fron this §r, Woeikev and 4 hope you will be 
able to effect a profitable exchange. 

This letter I have written in installments as I have 
not been well of late. I also got some important mail frm 
you and will answer in a next letter. 

‘With kindest of greetings, also to all in the office, 
I remaia, Sr, Fairchild, 

Respectfully yours, 


PRANK WN. MGYER, 
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Rostoff~on-Don, Russia, 
December 9, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild; 
In my letter dated December 6 I stated that I left 
My, Woolkov's plece early in the morning of November 16, 1911, 
Well, I arrived at 6 A.M. in Sysran agein, packed up baggage 
nad left in the evening for ’enzea where we didn't arrive 
tuhil early next morning «as the interpreter hed allowed the 
fast train to slip out and we were foreed to teke ea local 
train, stopping everywhere, Well, we visited on November 
17, the School of Gardening which is situated near Penza 
and which is considered one of the best shhools of the sort 
in Russie, It was a dark, misty day and mot quite fit to 
- walk over half~frozen earth roads and glide from one mudhole 
into the other, but--weather in Russia is a topic one leaves 
ch Feet for it gets too monotonous. $0 wo saw at thet 
school a very interesting old, neglected Arboretum with 
lerge specimens of Pinus strobus, Picea sibirica, Hippophae 
rvhemoices, Malus baccata, M, prunifolia, Juglens cinerea 
and other trees. We also saw a newly leid out Arboretum with 
emali specimens of most of the everydey trees and shrubs and 
along the roads there were various hardy herbaceous perennials, 
Then we saw the fruit plantations, Mr. Sokoloff who 
is in charge of the outdoor plantings, took us sround through 
‘thick and through thin; they have about 60 varieties of apples 
in gultivation, but the @ leading sorts are Antoneffka and 


Anees, but of both there are some sub-varieties, They have 






PY = > the 0 a) ines! | { Os oh 
: } at eG hE 
se ae ' Par es 
| Boe Ge bee 
hoe ‘ie vimee oon 
a . “ 
ee 





















staat kipsestpettbnn scope | 
m2 setae 
fer 2 rediu0o0t . i 
$ a oten Cadsegeeions To. ase tliesdteck vg 
¥ | | “bi bdontett 
(h ceiidact yah Are ‘soprhls . BY: 
stel T dadd besasa I 8 Tedaneed bosab sedsel ye at a ; 
ni tee ip Rts 8 4 «deo! enact a ao au 
g{f@L ,8f tedmevell te peteron onl ak ylase eoalq 8 ante ail a “4 hy) 
bvem Cute weatewt St Tat ave * “Nw 
eneased qu betoeq vategs naraye ak ws 8 ¢e bevitia I aiken 
yi ow? atwe ef ¢2 al sevtladt im pum wie 
‘ovivus ‘Pabth or oredr sane 10 gukseve odd at Stel bam — 
‘ hy ad yee dom one aeteye BRO 
ext ‘Tomtle ‘bad edongtedat od es geukorrost dxer ylzse iktot aa é 
: tw mt eht? ego gt. a5 
“teook 3 a edad ot beowe? orew ew hae tuo qile of mtetd gest 


ee” iety 

















phe lg mous Soaqns asa Ser ae 
y Bn mo bette tv ow ,fiew phate ste aee gniqgose oe, ia 
wie elcatiiowm @ cestse efi ee ahs . 


Yo 


aared aent botaudte et dotdw Lager 0 Loosoe odd ca an a 


, a Mie] tai: g 287 ;  % nae 

duon odd 10 ateodde dned edé be ens bovehhense af dohiw fea 
A hh ~ ® ele ho weed af 2. I ite padi: re oe 

“od git ‘othe toa ‘bas ab yielm ,a2eb @ aaw ST ,oteonh af a 


cod then # at *tewene [ilw bate wag - ee 

efodbum ono mort ebily bas sbaot diise senoTt-tled vere alew - ete 
$ tte jam “ te iobedy: BE 2R- fi ae iz. es ee 
‘goveel ano ‘oheee eat alnead ‘a “aoddnew-odud etodso odd otal . 
if Ltaory bey oh saree F 
tadt de wee ow 08 arenan ee Io ood won oi 0% steer ae 


‘ 
ao Peer 


eit bw midoroduh bevootsen ‘blo gulveotedal vrev , foodoa 
ie ‘i 2 


gaigoggtl yeotsidis seott spudorss aunt to arrenioegs a 
serento amelavb ,sifotiowsg 4M - adgooad goad euLalt 05, ' 


ddiw adonodtA duo biel wie man 0 saves! rete ba 


: ae is o Se a 
¥ a L 





Pe ako asoetadtad wirtad wokie¥’ ox0e orats man edd sy 
saeoniner “4 
onw ktolosos 1M sanstoatonty dhuet edt wae. - node a 

< 


dguowt bewows ew dood patonal soobso ons 20 nit 


y & 


1499 


experimented with verious stocks and have come te the conclusion, 
that Malus yp 
soil around Penza. They find it difficult, however, to obtain pure 


lig ia the best allesround steck for the black 





pronifolia seed, as this apple readily hybridises with M, commnis and 
Hi. baccata, --They also found that the Antoneffka apple is better able 
to grow on low places, than sny other variety. As a contribution te 
the wncongeniality of the Exst-Central Russian climete, I was told 
that this year they exserienced a frost of 8° Reammr in May (14° Fehr) 
and thet while everything comenced to bleom they lost of course a whole 
lot of fruit. Weny years ago they aleo started a collection of dwarf 
fruite, but such things are apparently not fitted for climates like a- 
round Penza, at least they almost produce no fruit at all, as the blos- 
some freeze nearly every spring. There are also meny greenhouses in the 
schoolgrounds and I saw some pretty flowers, which are sold for revenue. 
The heating of greenhouses thro~out Russia is sti11 with flues, se one 
gannet expect cut flowers like one sees in Ameries. Plants, hewever, 
coming originally from countries with fairly dry air, like Cyclamen 

ida (fr. Canary Islands) Cape of 





plants, these all de better in flueeheated houses than in steam or 
hot-water warmed conservatories and I notiged some very fine flowers 

on the Cyclamens, ~-Well, the people were very kind to us, we were all 
sorry for the bad weather and for the condition of the roads, but-~ that 
eould not be helped, --I got a estalogue of theirs, which I will send 
you, may be we heven't some of their apples yet, and they were willing 
to exchange with us, especially late-blooming winter apples, 
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In the evening of the same day we left Penza again, took the 
train to Sarateff, where we arrived after a night's ride. A few houre 
later, Sat, Wov, 16, I was at the recently established university where 


I saw Prof, der 





lachin and his asaistant Mr. Db. danischewsky, Ye spoke 
of course about the Nedicagos, but to my sorrow neither of the two was a 
specialist in Lest 





co. S800 





ninogeas, altho the last gentiema told me he he 


at Bureulook, on the river Samara between the cities 





Samara and Orenbure. «~The University hadn't begum yet te start o herbar~ 
ium and the material that Mr, J. had collected wag <ll left with the Uni- 
varsity in Kapean, which herbarium ie very rich in Yolga plants, of 


sweet-kernelled dmygdalus nene they had never heard, altho they were 





mich interested in euch a thing when I told them, why we shouldn't have a 

race of perfectly hardy, thinshelled, swoet-kernelled steppe-almonds, 
Prof, Gariechin would like wery much te exchenge grasses with 

Mr. Hitchcock; he wants especially the Geri Sporobolus and Diplechne, 

Which posseswes peculiar properties, ~-Fhe most important thine I came 

to know is, that 





M. comcellete occurs such further north than we thought 

and in a region colder and drier perhaps then around Sarepta, Also that 

4t might pay to ethdy in the herbarium of the University of Kagan, in 

view of some promising dry land forage plants that occur in the Volga 
In the afternoon of Sat. Nov. 18, we tried to locate a Mr. 


Stebut, who is the head of a newly founded selection sta,, tut it became 





dark before we sot his whereabouts, 90 I decided to see him on my return | 


from Mr. Bogdon at Krasny Koot, About this 





importent trip I'll write you 
in mother letter. Remaining, yours respectfully, 


° © American Consul 
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Rosteff-on-Don, Russia 
Dee. 10, 1911. 

Bear Mr, Fairchild: 

Thies time I will describe my visit to Mr. ¥. 5. Bogdan, Di-~ 
rector of the Agricultural Experiment Station at Krassny Koot, Samara 
Govt. On Sunday, ov, 19, 1911, we bearded a train at the BR. R, Sta. 
in Serateff and after a tedious journey we arrived after midnight at the 
R, R, Sta. of Krassny Koot. ‘There we found so house to sleep in and left 
Monday morning early by cart, driving & versts before reaching the Bxpt. 
Sta. The roads were frozen hard, thank heavens, s0 we aidn't stick; in 
rainy weather, however, it wuust be 2 laborious ripe 

I had written kr, Bogdan of my coming, a0 we could start 
off right away on the problems of Medicago falcata 





Wall, there are some facte.-~ Mr. Bogdan has now at Kraseny 
Koot about 5 desertinen in M. falesta, ono block of 4 des, sown broad + 
cast and the rest in smaller partelis, among which there are biecks where 
the selected planta are given extra care, -~Of these selected types he 
has ebout 400 specimens, all differing from one another, for this M, 
falesta is wonierfully verisblej asong these 400, however, there are 


about 15 types waich poseess «ll facters that mike them good fodder 





eral of these types are hybrids between M. sativa and w, faleata. It 


“peema alao, however, that . falcata cradually passes oyer into M. 
sativa, for there are forms @f the first with bluish flower@ and some- 


what spirelled pods. (Thies is app. the form Medicage coerulea!) 
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My. Bogdan shares my opinion, that M, falcata lends itself to the devel- 
opment of many types,some of which are of value on vorious sorts of pase 
ture grounds, some for various sorts of hay lends, ond some fit to be 
grow for fodder exclusively; various localities will have to develop 
varieties best suited to local conditions. 

Ur. B. ehowed me several hybrids of ¥, f. = M. sat. that were 
perfectly sterile, thouch of goed habits othervise. His experiences with 
sowing were that the seed possesses from 30 - 808 germinating powers, -~- 
Some plentsa become good-sized plants in one season, bearing seeds even, 
while others grow very slow and do not bear until the third year, ~-Some 
plants stand cutting twice, while others mike no growth after having been 





txled to push-out and weakens itself, so thet the plents die out after 3 


years, Mr. 3. fownd out that 2 thin stond suite ¥, falcata mach better 
then being sown thickly, and te accomplish such os thin stand, he mixes — 
the seeds thoroughly with old millet seed (Proeo, Ponicum milleaceum) that 
doesn't germinate ony longer and gets his plants right distances. Next 
year he hopes to have 20 degertinen in 4, falesta, so a9 to begin to supply 
the fermors with seed, ~~The climate there in Xraseny Xoot is a real Steppe 
climate, In July, 1911, it was 108° Fehr. in the shade and in Januari 1+ 
gets down to 35° cela, (~31° Fahr.). ‘The overage reinfell for 33 yeare is 
282 mm 

Mr, Bogdants opinion of thie &. fsleata is, that it will become 
an important forage plont in all euch sections of Russia where the sumzers 
are hot and dry and the winters oold and with little or no snow, 
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A second specialty of Mr. B, is the selection eof Triticum 
Sristatem end in this he has been almost} mere sucaecsful even than with 





raing, some tall, some lew, some 
fit for very dry places, others for moister olaces and he ie still gete 
ting better types. --This crass hae been proved such a success in South 
Russia that the farmere prefer it te the ordinery alfalfa, for it ise far 
more drouth resistant, does n't freeze out and gives an sarly crop of fine 


hay. The subspecies, g. desertoram, can be mown im carly dune. The com 





mercial part of the erowing bos been tumed over to the lecal Zemteve Arr. 
Society whe has 70 desertines in this «rasa anéd ther heve an order on hand 
for 1000 peed from the Kharvoff Agr. Socy, It sells a’ Fraseny Foot for 
8 Rbls, p. pood and Wr. B. stated thet re could obtain perhaps 20 poods 
yet of this year's seed. This seed is of course comoesed of all strains 
and perhaps some few other grasees in between, but it is all right for 
general purposes, 


Besides these two main crops, Mr. B. works with Triticum repens 





and 2. remogum. Of the first he had selected some types that cive a wonder 





fully cood stand on low places, which ere imundsted in the spring and of 


the latter some very etrone-crowing forms he has, fit for stony lands, 






Mr. B, is very enthusiastic sbout Tri ti a, Which he says exists 





in ae many subraces as 7, crisiutum does. Then he also Koons his eyes 






open for promising wild slants ond hes « mumber of various things under 
observation, which, hovever, I could not gee, ac everything was cleaned off 
by winds snd frost. We also thinks that among the mony especies of 


Astregalus, there are some fit to be grewn as forage plants, He invited me 


$0 come beck teward the ond of June as everything is at ite best then in 
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Mr. B. alse found the genuine Medicago media Litv. which is 





quite distinct fr. MH. media of cultivation; it occurs in the southern 
part of the Astrakhan Territory hear the salty lakes of Kamish~Somarski 
in Turgaisky and Uraleky counties. --le donated me a herbarium specimen, 
but the few eceds he collected had been sown already; later on perhaps he 
could send us some. ‘The plant is of slender growth and has by no means 
the promise of a successful forege plant, like M 








regions. 

iir, Bogdan has recently gotten a wheat specialist ae assistant 
and from the last I heard the climate around Eraseny Koot is suited to a 
small aucber of wheate only. ‘The short-erained durum wheats, with the 
bracts close tegether, thrive best of all. --The famous Select Svalof's 
wheats were hopeless fallwmes, but some verieties from het end dry 
furkestan did well, like for instance a biscuit wheat from Khiva, 

necum, Khivinka, of which I obtained » emall sample. 





la Tuxke wheat, one of the standard durum ‘wheats of south Russia, 





is not altogether fixed; it breaks up into fo8 different strains there 
in Xraseny Xoot, 

Thie sasistent said that for localities like Kraseny Koot, 
people bad to breed their own races of wheat and to be very careful in 


a& the imorted wheats nearly 
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always degenerated the first year already, nd that now especially 
the whole of 5, BE, Russia was in a sorry vlicht, because the crops 
had been hoveless fsilures this year and on many pleeces there was not 
even seed crain left, 2 the formers were importing elready wheats that 
are not suited to leeal conditions, 
| What they are tryinc to obtain essecially in $. B, ®ussia 
are races of perfectly herdy winter wheats ard next te it varieties that 
need lest moisture or less time to ripen, The selection work was tee 
recently started to show ony results, but the firet indications are very 
promising; one wheat of which the tyve produced 13 poods te the desertine 
geve 41 poods this summer, 
And now ag to procositions: As T told Yr. Bogdan, vhatever 
good is created in Russia, is also good for America, snd whetever is 
of value in America ie also velwble for Rucsia, aa the problems in 
both countries are im some way@ romarkebly clike, 
Now Me. Zogdan gove me a3 a sign of goed will 10 Lbs, of clea 
Medicago faleate seed and a smell amount of seed of one of his beat 
hybrid Medicagos, Mo, 158, « form with strong upright stems and mach 
foliage and he is willing to supply us vith more of hia things and keep 
ws informed as to the progress he ls msking. ‘This 10 lbs, of seed be 
worth at least a 25 Roubles, and he consented, in parting with 1%, that 
tehoulé try to got him the following publications: 
hat he be put om the list of thoes receiving the Experimental 
Station Record, 
Johnson Grass. Dull, 11, 
: Worth Am-vican species of Agrostis, Bull. 68, 
G. ¥. Piper, Grasslands of the South Alaska Coast. Bull. 82, 
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B. Brown, The Seeds of the Blucgrasses, Bull. 84, 

R. A, Odkley. Orchard Grass, Bull. 100, 

. * # The Culture and Uses of Bromegras@. Bull. 111. 

Th. Shaw, Grasees and how to grow them in 8,A. Minnesota, 1903. 
Sh. Paul, Webb, Publ. Go. 

Th. F. Hunt. The improvement of Timothy. Am. Breeders Agsn. 

G. G. Hopkins. Alfalfa on Illinoie seil, Urbanam 111. Bul.76, 





C. J, Brand 2 J. 4%. Westgate. Alfalfa in cultivated rows for 
seed-production, Circtlar 24, 

J, MW. Westgate. Alfalfa. Farmers Bulletin 329. 

NW. & Hansen. The wild Alfalfas and Clovers of Siberia. 
Bull. 50. 

Gc. ¥. Piper. Alfalfa and its Improvement by Breeding. Am, 
Breeders Asa, Vol, V, p. 94. 

¢, Fruwirth. How to meet the difficult#es in clover breeding. 
An, Breeders Ass, Vol. IV, p. 294, | 

and eececially euch sort of oublications like Bull, Mo. 59, 
Pasture, Meadow and Forage Cropa in Webraska, which bulletin is already 
one of his treasured possessions. 

We wants to exchange for his selected 4. falcata and Trisicum 
eristatum some sanples of very hardy varieties of mai ge 





} Some promidng 
native American grasses, some seeds of Prunus besseyi, some seeds of 
| My, Bogdan made «a favorable impression upon me, 





he is one of the more serious sorts of man, who feel they have some duty 


to do to the community. 
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At first he was somewhab coe] about exchanging things, for he 
told me he had given Mr. Hansen some selected strains of watermelon secede 
while he yas in Yalouskela and these same things hed recently been 

brought back again te Russie aS American products and he had never received 
even a bulletin from Ur. Hansen for thanks! -~¥ell, one hears so many 
things here in Russia about Wr, Hansen that I have to tell thes, yes, we 
are a different sort ef people. 

I spoke to Mr. 3. of we being willing to buy Medicago falcata 
feed in large cuaz thes and whether he could assist we in it, Well, he 
asked the price and I stated 2 Roubles per 1b, for clean seeds; he told me — 
that a few yeare ago they had offered the farmers in ten diferent local- 
ities 1 Rouble ». 1b. for seeds and that not an ownce was brought in! He 
thought however that porhaps next year he mizht have a 25 lbs. to spare, but 
after 3 years he surely might have a hundred or more pounds. --T trust you 
will take up correspondence with him about thie before Hensen sete wind of 
it, otherwise the lest will get it! 

I almost felt ashamed, when seeing 211 that work Mr. Bogdan had 
been doing fer yeare with only very saell allowances, and here we have a 
Prof, Hensen who blares a1] over the world and allowed Mr. Chrystovovitch 
to publish in the Russian papers thet he was willing to supervise for the 
Russian Government the collecting of creat quantities of M. faleata in 
cold Siberia! Prof, fulaikeff, who told me thie interesting news, thought 
it would be a disgrace to Russian scientists if the proposal was accepted, 

Well, Mr. Feirehiid, this is an important letter, I hopr you can 
make use of all this information,end please see that Mr. Bogdan retains his 


good opinion about us! Respectfully yours, 
i ~ ol  e  ae POT OU A Orne eT Ran wy. Pere 
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Rosteff-on-Ton, Russia 
Det. 11, 1911. 


Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

In wy letter of youterday I deseribed my visit to Mr. Begdan at 
Kraseny Xoot and in this message 1'11 continue the progress of my journey. 

Well, on Pueed. Mov, o1, I came back again in Serateff and the 
frosty weather had gives avey to a cold driggzling rain that prevented us from 
ovine te the selection station some distance away from Sarateff. 

On Nov. 22 it was eold and damp, tat the roads were passable again 
ao I took a carriage and went to the newly established Selection Station, 
where I saw Ne. a, J. Stebut, wo is in charge. ~~Thia station was started 
only some months ago, «0 the buildings even were not finished and the grounds 
were not laid out. Mr, Stebut told me of theirplansa. | And here are his 
main remarks, «~Seuthern Ruagia derives her greatest income from the Durum 
wheats, therefore this Selection Station will devote the major part of beth 
tims and money to the study ef these dnstiiins The aim being, to select 
types better suited to drouth than the present worleties; to create good 
winter durum cheats, if possible; to hybridise Dorum wheats with other 


wheats, so as to develop new races; to study "Peltevka,” 2 soft wheat; to 


try to develop strains of sunflowers resistant to the ravages of Orobanghes, 





which are great peste im So. Russia; one var. of sunflower called "Selonka* 


geeme much more resistant than other vericties and will be taken as a 
starting pointy to study «11 the local varieties of wheata, se there are 


several oxistent, which sre grown in limited localities only and have 
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escaped the aitenion of describers; to investigate the reasons why 
Durum wheat degenerates so sericusly, when sown on soil which crew 
wheat before; to create new races of forage plenta, better suited to 
local conditions than Alfalfa or red clover,ceoperating in this line 
with Mr. W. &, Bogdan at Xraseny “oot, --Later on they would also start 
the investigations of fruits and develop varieties better suited te the 
South Russian climate, “Mr. Stebut stated thet altho’ the Svalof wheats 
are absolute failures in So, Buceia, his onte ore successes, especially 


Whiteling and 14 that the mame Kherson oats is an Amcrican nomen- 





clature; that « suchenemed variety; is mot mown in Russia, bet that 
these seme octs, reimported from Ameries, are proving e great success in 
Sarateff Government; that Busasie is realising st lest that Agriculture 
is the basis of 211 presverity and that they ere teday spending more 
than ten times the amount of money upon sericulteral investieations, 
from whet they did four or five years sgo; that America is taken as 
model for all this new work; that the Pussian people appreciate their 
own products better, after they hove been re-imported from America, then 
picking them out themselves; that Mr. Bogéen at Krossny Foot is doing a 
noble work; that he has civen to the world two new fodderplents , Tritie 
eum oristatum and Medicago feleata, beth true Bussian producta; that 
Russia has long been dormant, tut thet the world my expect yet many 
new things from her in the agricultural line. 

Me, Stebut ic much interested in obtaining from us samples 
of various whects ond literature on wheate and cereale in general. 
Then he wants to exchange with us later om lecal wheats for American 
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wheats, Mr, 5. has studied in Vienma and at verious places in Germany; 
has visited Messrs, Svaiof in Sweden and Johenesen in Denmark and is of 
good selentific training in Denmark. He also told me, a8 an example, 
what a monetary locs 1t may couse when the wrong sorts of grain are 
imported, that several years ago the beer of Samara was famous for its 
good qualities, Wow, however, it hes become quite bad, simply on account 
of a serious drouth, which ruined the barley crops and which mide the 
farmers import berleys from the Gaueasus, which were absolutely anfit 
for beer production, The results are that the breveries of Samara are 
being closed one after the other and beer is imported from such places 
where there is sonsrentiy still cood brewing barley to be had, --I alse 
heard that the mills in Russia pay extra salaries to these men, who 
thersughly understand how to mix the largest qantities of flour from 
soft wheats with duxvum wheat fleur, as the lgst flown is the more ex- 
pensive in Busaia, In Amsricen durmwa wheat is cheaper than seft wheat, 
isn't it? If s0, wouldn't it pay the durum wheat formers to import 
some expert mixers, 3¢ «s to get better orices for their grains? 

| On Nov. 23 gnd 24 we went out in the nilld near Saraters, 
where I collécted some cuttings of wild apples and pears which I hepe 
you received already. I suppese these wild apples are able te stand 
more drouth then those from Chinese Turkestan, as the country is much 


drier apparently than these mounteine near Kuldja. -~There are several 


plantations of apples and pears in the vicinity of Sarateff and generally 
also finds the wild typ: 





and valleys, where one 


ss. I collected some sceds and sent you some 
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roots 6f @ Medicago which my turn out te be M, cogyules, which ec- 





curs near Saratoff, 
Oa Sund. Nov, 26, I left by 3. 3. for Teartayn, Ii was 


freezing hard and the GS, &, company sold tickets only woon the condition 





that in case the steamer was provented from guing my further, pessen- 
gers wuld be landed somewhere and would have to proceed further on 
their own accounts, eli, we had a cool trip, aud the scenery wos not 
cheerful, but we landed in Tzariteyn after a 30 howrs run. (I since 
heard that 3 days later navigation on the Gouth Geolga had been closed 
om account of the ice forming.) Ye left Taariteyn the same evetiing we 
arrived (Nov. 27) for Sarepte, only an hour's ride by train from that 
city and we found lodging in a German ceravensary, where I found for 
the first time a bed without bugs. Praise to these German inmigrants, 
who are living now for more than a hundred years in the Woige regions, 
but have still retained their original cleenliness! 

fhe next morning, Tues, Nov. 28, I went to see Ur. ChrystefY, 
the druggist (Provisor, in Hussien) of Sareptor, and found to mp dismay 


that he was = men without botanical knowledge and didn't know anybody whe 





for him, --I enquired about the mustard industry, for which Sarepta is 
t+ the lencth of Rusala and heard thatthe seed is all 





famous throughou 
locally grown and ground up in severe] local foctories, «~We then went 
out to find the two wild alfalfas and I collected some seeds ef various 
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plants, The leaves bad all come off, 90 I really could not mow 
whether it were not verious forms of N, faleata, ‘When they are sown 
in America I supyes¢ the truth will come owt. I tried to dig out 
Some roots, but the eround was frogen so hard thet one would have 
had to use a drowbear end even then they would have broken off. 

the country around Serepta is very interesting. The level 
loud stretching down to the Yolga suddenly rises up in a table~land 
and this land is cui up by mumerous cullies end ravines. Some of these 


ravines are covered with a damse growth of deer taterieg, seme are 









 Rebitents, while small serub of Spiraea hype 


higher edges. In a broad valley I passed a dense wood of guergus 





quiata, while on the edges there was a danse growth of wild 





kmolis, full of fecell ssonges arpaerently; I collected some sand and a 
few of the sponges, which I will send shotly. I moticed that cyt; 


“a is a erest sand binder, making roote ef truly enormous lengthy; 








the sheep and goats, which grage in big mumbers on the hills, leave it 
geverely alone, 30 I suppose it must be rather poisonous. ‘There is a 
good let of Bobedra vulgarity to be seen Of which the Rucsians make use 


as a bloed gurifying remedy, On some hillslopes I noticed clumps of 





Sritioum cristatum, growing in pure sand aad it @ccurs to me that this 
erase hae aleo = future before it.in the drier sections of America, 
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On Nov. 29 and 30 I had te stay in bed, feeling gaite wuwell, out on 
Dec. 1 Z made another attempt to find some more seeds, {+ began to snow, 
however and an icy wind had started, so one had trouble in keeping one's 
self warm by running ond there wae no opportunity of finding much, I went 
tothe mustard factory of Mesers. Glitch and obtained some seeds of this 
famous Sarepta mustard, which I will send elong with other seeds, 

On Dec, 2 we left in the morning and after a 20 hours ride by 
train we landed Sunday morning Dec, 3, in Roeteff-on-Den. And here I 
have been ever since end heave been cuite umwell most of the time, It 
seeme ag if IT have some melaria, amd I suppose I got it from the many bed 
buge that have been biting me in Siberia ond here in Russia. 

Well, im enether letter about my plane for the immediate future. 

Yours respectfully, 
FRANK U, MUTER 


hesteff-on-Don, Russia. 
Mec, 12, 1911. 
Dear Mr, Yai ranild: 
These last days I have been thinking seriously about what I 
wae going to do as regards going to China end do some exploring work there 
and my well considered conclusions are, that it is better for me not to go. 


Wy health is of late not too good, it seems to be a reaction ef 211 the 
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worries and hardships I went thro' these past two years and I feel I need 
& rest in somewhat more comgenisl surroundings then what one encounters 
generally when on the move. -~Then the troubled state China is in now sure- 
ly won't moke it easier for me to obtain mon willing to stick to me or te 
move about the country, ‘That means an extra amount of worry end I don't 
feel of late to be able to plunge in these things azain after that unpleas- 
ont Siberian trip. And so my plans are now: to rest here semewhat longer 
yet and finish my correspondence and shipping off mterial I have on hand; 
then to ¢o to Kharkoff where the Exo. Sta. is femous throuchout Russia for 
ite good work, they are breeding new wheats there awone ether things; from 
there to Kazlov, Tambor Govt., where o Mr, Widjurin resides, whe mikes 
exyeriments in hybridisation of hardy fruite; then to Seuchedeole, Tula 

Gow t, where a Mr, Kashearoff lives, who collects wild Siberian planta 





end sells and exchanges with various people in Russie snd abroad, ~~Then 
to Moscow, where there are various people I like to get information from, 
like Prof, Yilliama, Messrs, Angel, Meyer ond others, --Perhaog I take a 
yan up to Wiadimir with the object of getting budwood or seeds of the 
several varicties of cherries existing in eurdens there, After that I 
will proceed to $t. Petersburg, where I want to have talks with Prof, 
Lipsky and Mr. Fedchenko about several centrel Asiatic plants; with Prof, 
Kameroff about the tree flora of Kamshatka, Sachalin, Manchuria and 
Eastern Siberia, with Prof, Rezel about new cereals, and confer with 
various other people whom I met two yoars ago. I also like to study 

im the rich herébarium , materiel from Nerth Kensu, from Eastern Siberia 
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casei and Kemshatka, -~In the mrsery of Reel and Keeselring I will try 


to get some Daphne 


eg 








| young trees, &f possible, ~~-Then, I like to teke a steamer from Riga 
and leave for London; in England I like to see especially Dr. Henry 
and ask him about vrouiiaing economic mterial from Ssechuan and Kansu, 
if he has been in the last province. +<Then I hope to sail for New 
York and arrive in Washington when spring opens up. My further in 
terntions are then to stay in America until aucust, then to leave 
egain wia Hew York to furope, going to $4. Petersburg, where I will 
take up my stored bacgage, then on to Kazan, seeing the herberium in 
the University there, with the special object of locking at the Medi- 
cages, Onebrychis, Hedysarums and Astragalus from the Yolgs recions. 
Then by beat from Kagan to Samara end a side journey to Purgulook to 


eollect seeds of Medicage 





lata; from Semara to Cheliabinsk, and 
from there a side trip to Kistinsk, where aves froited forms of 
Pronus chamaecerasus are said to be cultivated, Then on t© Kregsnoy~ 
argk, to visit a Geovernsental nursery there, where promisins hybrid 


apples are growm, From there to Irkytsk, te collect some Med: 





ime and pweibly other materiel; then to 





_utnenics Lid gras After that, Nertchensk comes 
and the neighboring mounteins, where Prunus sibiriog occurs, large~ 
ata, end distinct verieties of Sorazana 





cums, ete, Then along the Amar to Placowestchensk 





siijo), After that I my go scress the country te 
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Ziteikar or to Chabarowsk, ‘Then on by rail to Mulden, seeing the 
Expt. Station there. and then to the mountains near Ldiacyang where 

I spotted out several things in the summer of 1906, but which I didn't 
eet afterwards, Then on to Tientsin and Pring, getting my passports 
in shave and finding suitable men to acco apany me on the travels in 
the interior, In Janusrl 1913 I hope to leave Peking and first go as 
far west as Sianfu, Shenei, to get the fine persimmons there and then 


back thro’ fonan ond Shensi to Shantung, gettine especially the ju 





jubes, peathes and pears, When spring opens up in 1913, I will be at 
the coast and be ready to <o to central snd north Foneu, where many 
things seem to exist end where I probably could spend the whele summer 
of 1915 and pert of the winter 191214 alse, in getting cubtings and 


gions of verious things. After that, So. Kansu and Seectuan came 





for a share and 1914-15 could probably be wrofiteably spent in that 
enormous mountainous territory, In spring 1915 I will return to the 
coast and said for America, erriving there before July 1st, 1915, dnd 
then the problem comes of getting our own plant-breeding stetion in 
the Rocky Mountains, where I want te develop hardy bush fruits as a 
specialty. 

t see in your letter of Hov. 10, 1911, that you want my 
assistance in following up meny of my introductions, Well, I do not 
quite knew what you moan by that, but I will try and do my best in clear~ 
ing tp doubtful points, --This coming summer I also would like to visit 





the Arnold Arboretum and talk especially with Mr. Wilson and Prof, Sar 
gent about promising mterial from Szechuan and Kensw, not introduced 
as yeb by Wilson, — 
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In your letter of Nov, 22, you mention Japan as a promising 
field, Yell, the seneral opinion is, that she has little new to offer beyond 
in the line of elpines, Of course you micht have gotten trace re- 
cently of new varieties of fruits, which you cennet get from the Yoko-~ 
home Norsery Co. or some other correspondents, I personally rather 
want to cling te continental Asia. dapan ie an ideal field for a 
sting fellow, who wants to mike Aericulturasl Mxrcloration hie aim of 





life, <--I hope to have some lone conferences with you about this, 

I thank you for your telezram to meet MeCormick in Mescow 
and for your thoughts of meking this trevel somewhat lees lonesome for | 
me. Myr, M., however, wants to fly right throwsh the country, and I 
really would want to collect some enroute, s0 I suppose, even if I had 
gone, our journey would have been together for a couple of days only. 
I wired Mr. MeCormick immediately upon receipt of your telerrem and 
Suppese he got it in time, He slee wrote me a letter, statine, he 
would like it very much indeed, to have me join him in Omsk. 

X see from the pepers that things im Chins are not becoming 
qaieter, Fighting everywhere and much massacre and lecoting here and 
there, so that I em really net sure that I could find Chinese willing 

) to rigk their necks for wy sake, -~I do earnestly hope that China 
con settles down to business and that not a second Tdping rebellion 
comes out of this present struggle. In Chine the unexpected always 
happens and even the best informed men on China and the Chinese have 
made statements at times, that ofterwards turned out to be pure suppo- 
sitions only. 
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This letter will reach you toward the end of this 
month., end J expect of course ¢ somewhat deteiled answer on 
all this, Before I reach $t, Petersburg, « couple of weeks will 
pass also and I euppose that «ll wall that leaves @ashington wp 
to Januari 2) will still find me in that city, so I won't be able 
to give another address, Later on, however, after hoving heard 
from you, I might teke the Ameriaon Consul in London a8 mailing 
address, wat-~ many changes may happen yot. 

I received some apricot trees snd varieties of Kara- 
getche from the Oase of Mern, mut the things are too ble to 
go by mail and we are heving two cases made and the stuff has te 
@o by fast freight via “4ndan, Toll, New York to Chicd ~- a long 
journey! -~I ordered ospecially swell plenta, but the man sent 
me such bulky stuff, stating thet he had no smller trees. 

In another letter I'11 answer your mail, 

With kindest recards and best of wishes for the coming 
year, I regain 

Yours respectfully, 
PRAUK N. MEYER 
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Resteff-on-Ten, Russia 
Dec. 16, 1911, 
Dear Mr. Fairchiid: 


This morning I ferwarded by Rusgian Parcels Post 3 





ze8, marked A, Band 6, respectively, eoing first to the 

Smerican Consul in 5t, Petersturg and from there to you, vis Diple- 
matic Pouch, These parcels contain seeds numberd 1707-a - 172i~a 
(§nel.) and a few samples, 

The wheat 'Thivindkaia," Wo. 1707a, may interest Mr. 
Carleton; the grasses 1708a and 1709a, Mr, Oakley, and the various 
Medieages will probobly find their customers. Wo. 17108 is especially | 
valuable and deserves great care! 

I am curious te know whether 17lla turns out to be the true 


Wee this Sarepta 





eliate and fo. 1713a B, coerabe: 





mustard seat in befere’ I suppose so, -~I wieh you would show Hr. 
Tayler these large walnuts end hazelnuts and whether he knows per 
hepa where this variety of tJuglans regie is native ef, ~-You were in 
Begded, isn't it, well, 40 you remember to have seen such large dstes 
ag this No. 17252 ig, I never sew them as large as that. Ur. Swingle 
mizght be willine to keen a few for his collection. 

Yesterdsy I sent off by tucsian Registered Sample Pest 3 
packages, numbered 1001, 1003 and 1004 and containing apricot cions. 
I trust they will arrive in cood condition, 

Then on Dea, 13, 1911, I delivered to the RB, BR, Sta. here 
2 lerge cases, weighing close upon the 700 lbs. (together) and con- 
teining 10 trees of an elm called "Stamboul.” Mo, 997, 
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10 trees of an elm called "Kitaieky," No. 998. 

| i a &§ "Cheravidny" Me. 999. 

10 * * * goricot "Bjelaia fuerzda’ fo. 1000 

10 .. es 4 " *Yargal" fe, 1002 

1 06 lhl Lh Hl Be AE Ho, 1002 

a " #Aoutalife" Ne. 1003 

» * ££ # 8 8 Agha dfanewod? He, 1004 

alse together 80 trees, 

I directed these two cases to Mesers. Nniep & Yorner, For~ 
warding Agents in Winden (an ice-free port on the Beltic Sea) and 
have written them to reforward these two cases at their earliest con- 
venience to Mr, I, P. Rossa, 2 Rector ot., New Torr City. Mr. Roosa 
T have written again to send these cases as quickly as possible to 
the U, 3. Plant Introduction Garden, Chico, California; that, by 
express, the charges would probebly become too high, but that he 


might try fast freight: 





when in doubt, however, t6 wire the Desartment 





of Agriculture. I suppose you will hear trom him, oxr-~ safer yet, 
you mde Bi m know first how to send these things. 
I packed these trees in as well as I could, with the poor 
cking material on hand, but-~ demages from frost may reault on this 





very long journey sc ross two cold continents, Rosteff is closed by 
the ice, so I had to send them by 8. RB, either to Novercusiak or to 
Odessa, in eose I wanted them te co by a wormer woute, but then-- they 
would have gone all through the Veciterrenean and lain perhaps for 
many a dey in ports like Triest, Naples, Genoa, ete., and after that 
they would have had the trip scrovs America in winter anyway, -- 
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Apricets and elms are pretty hardy fellows, ond with all this paciing, 
I trust they will arrive 0, ©, 

It wees a great annoyance for me, to find out, thet al the 
I had ordersd small specimens, these people there in Bairam-Ali had sent 
stuff, some of it was 6 foot tall. I had pold the money, however, and 
couldn't refuse it amy more, It is often a dongerous thing here in Rus+ 
Sia, to order by mil, one very often gets cheated! 

In gage these two cases with their contents reach Chice in 
good shape, America will heve again « few more novelties addéd to her 
wealth, ‘The Keragetch, "Charavidnmy"” No, 999, will sell Like hot cekes 
in the warmer sections of the semi~arid belt, “ote how the Texas 
umbrella tree is sppreciated and this 61m is very emch denser and will 
afford splendid “lover's lanes" in the parks of the 5, ¥, states; be- 
sides, sll thesé dense~headed elws stand a goodly portion of slkaline 
matter in the soil end the water. | 

The five varieties ef Apricots are euiprosed to be the best 
native Central Asien kinds ond they my bear fruit next year, --I am 
enclosing the inventory netes covering #11 this material and trast 
you will receive everything in geod condition, 

@ith best of rerarda, algo te All in the Office. 


Yours respectfully, 





RARK W, METER 


o/o American Consul, 
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Rosteff-on~Don, Russia 
Dee. 17, 1911 


Dear Mr, Vairchild: 

Some of your mail I referred to already, but herewith I 
will go thre it categorical ly. 

Letter of Oct, 20, 1911, #ith emclosure of copy of Asst. 
Porester Clapp's letter re Layix sibirica. Yes, I am avere that Larix 
éahurica occurs in Bastern Siberia and 1, siberica in Yestern Siberia 
and apparently also in Bureps, af least in the Ural and in Viatkea Govt. 
4¢ oceurs, I have written now to three parties, one in Bisk, one in 
Ust-Kamenogarek and one in Viatka, about sceds, out no answers have gome 
in o@ yet ond different veople I asked said there was little demand for 
such seed in Russia, as there were stil] big forests to drew lumber from 
and scientific referesding has not commenced yet here, beyond a few 
éwall experiments, As goon as I hear from the people I “have written to 
I will let you know, 

About fotes they like to have, sbout forests, etc, I took 
while in Asia, yes, they ore welcome to it. ‘They might sugcest new 
things to them, «-Mr, Meyer wrks anyway more for others then for hiner 
self, 

Letter of Oct, 20, 1911, with enclosures of copies of the 
Secretary's ond of Mr, Curtis Guild's letters re tre lost package 
with pleates,-~ Yes, thet becomes « long story. In a matter of this 
kind mmy people can mke mistekes end who will be able in the end to 
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Bift it all out? If this package was really traced by the Postal 


Department of Dantaig te ite proper destination, then I do not 





know what to think of it.-~ I send you herewith enclosed the re- 
eeipt for a registered letter with fotos, alee sent from Tiflis on 
the same day I sent off these plates, Could not you look this 
matter up in Yeshington first’? I heven't got wy note books here, 
they are stered in Omsk, but when receiving my bavgage again in 
St. Peters urg, I wili let you know whether I sent two or three 
packages off on April 24, 1910. I believe I sent 3 and if 36 the 
Slip for No. 3 has been destroyed by me already, as I was notified 
that these filme had been received, ~«There looms up in me the 
thought that either my interpreter or the postal clerk have been 
mixing up these little receipts. --Those 10 plates, however, went 
by pareels post, and I am almost sure that receipt No. 707 was the 
right one and they have become lost then between Dantzig and your 
desk, 

Letter of Oct. 27, 1911, from Mr. 8. A. Young with enclos 
ures of letters of Measre. A. Zavpone and Ff. MH. Devis, all re accouts 
been found balanced wo to Jume 30, 1911. Glad to teke note of it, 

Letter of Oot, 28, 1911 (Gepy, unsigned, sent by Mies Cramer) 
stating thet films and letters have been received, 





sicata situation, 


A never ending tepic! 
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24 letter of Nov. 2, 1911, re accounts and itinerary reoorte 
having been received. ‘The warrant for $245,06 has gone up to Peking, 
and will be received possibly after several weeks, I will let you 
hear when it comes into my possession, 

Letter of Nov. 10, 1914, about Hedysarum splendens 








and I had this idea in thoucht of hybridising H, coronarium with ether 
species. On my note, Ho, 1645a, I wrote about it and in a letter from 


Omak also; I however thought you hed geen it on Cyprus, as the princi- 





pal fodder crop, and mow I see it is on Halte; weil, they are beth in 
the Mediterranean, tho I heve some idea that Oyprum is the driest of 
the two, 


24 letter of Nov. 10, 1911, Re letter about Us 





Vigata having been received; I see you numbered it already before it 
arrived; I hope 1+ come thro in good shape later om, ~-About this Rhodes 
grass, I like te see more, when I return, I suppose Siberia does not 
hold out things like that; China may, however, altho it is very hard 
to say there whether a crass is ef value or not, as the Chinese do not 
grow grasses for forege purcoses; even Al alfa there is o fodder for 
the rich man's horses only. 

Letter of Mov. 18, 1911, stating thet Mr. Oakley thinks there 
ig something in Astragelue for the Pacific Coast, I personally think 
there is something in them for the semi-arid sections of the Unite 4 


States at large. 
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Letter of Wov, 22, 1911, About conditions in China at present 
et¢., and about Ur. HeCormick and I going together, ‘fell, many thanks 
for all your good thoughts re this. Previous lettere however have told 
you about my umwellness and present plans, --Abowt sending = full report 
on the Alfalfa situation; yes, I would almoat say, don't I write enough 
yet? «+I wonder what @r, Mancen would say when he saw all my correspondence; 
4,..f,. perhaps! 

Your suggested telerram, ‘Chine considered safe te foreigners, 
explore eastwardp await letters, Nays," and the telesram "MeCermick ar- 
vives Netionel Eotel Yoscow tenth* were both duly received and acted upon, 

Then I recd, alee 3 postal cerda, deted Oct, 28, ov. 2 and 
Nov, 20; also one dated Oct, 21, all releting to letters, filme and foted 
received, 

fhese last daya I heve been feeling better again, a8 you prob. 
noticed by the correspondence I sent off, I swallowed doses of quinine 
and took Sanategen and from the lest my spirit became very euch quickened, 
ao I think I om over the worst. A gonerel feeling of physical tiredness, 
however, still clings to me, but when this dull, cold weather gives away 
te somewhat brichter times, I will shake thet off alse, 

de reeards this coming back to America vie England, do you 
think I need enother letter of authorisation? 

In ease the weether had remained somewhat milder I would have 
liked to have gone teJeketerinagrad and Wladikevikas, but we have had some 
vory heavy frosts this week and twice snow storma, so all vecetation would 


be buried anyway and roots certainly could net be dug out in this season, 
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There ic an experimental Station yet to be seen here, which I 
may visit tomorrow and after that I'l] be eff for Charkeff ond move up 
steadily toward the North, In 8t. Petersburg I hope to receive my next 


mail. 
With Kindest revearda, 


I remain, Yours respectfully, 





e/o American Consul 
St, Petersburg, Russia 


Koglev, Tambor Govt., Russie 


Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Herewith I am forwardine te the American Coneul in St. 
Petersburg, Russia, 2 parcels, sow up in cotton cloth ond counted ning 
valusble cuttings ond cions, bearing the mumbers 1005-1019 (incl.) I em 
writing the Consul to reforward these two packages to you ot his earliest 





convenience via Diplomatic Powsh, Unclosed please find © set of Inven= 
tory notes covering the aforementioned mumbers, | 


All of this mteriol 1s extremely val ual 





ble and represents years 
of patient work on the part of Mr. I. ¥. Mijurin, here in Xeslov, tho was 
#0 kind to allow me te clip off these twigs which I ax herewith sending. 
He stated, however, that he would like to see the source of origin men 
tioned, when we were distributing this mterial, as his experiences have 


often been, that hic own creations have been | __ 
| given new names and been 
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been sold ss the seller's own products, I trust you will kindly remember 
these wishes of his, Mr, Mijurin hes been described as the luther Burbank 
of Russia, and I must confess there is much resemblance between the two 
in their work snd methods, Only the first took a Yorthern locality to 
pursue his work in and therefore are hie products really of more value to 
the Northern Stetes than those ef Burbank, and it cives me particular 
Pleagure that I am rounding uw this present exploration trip with a few 
real hardy things, «<I wilt mike a few remerke re these numbers. 

Ne. 1005, «a hybrid between Amyedaly 





avidiana end &, nang , 
is ectremely intoresting to us, ag this plant mey afford us a mediwe by 
which $o create a perfectly hardy peach, Mr. Yooeikoff near Syeren was 
wrong, when he told me that the plants he had were hybrids between 4, 
persica and 4, nena, and I was right in my remarke that they strikingly 
looked like 4. dovidiana, 

No. 1006, on apricot eatanding the severe climate of central 
Russia, is something marvellous! The tree does not seem to be a vigorous 
grower, tut murbe we cen develop better strains by selection and hybridi- 
gation, 

Wo. 1007 an@MOO@ are forms of the extremely interesting Siberian 
cherry, of which I personelly think that it will olay in the future a much 
greater role in the northern state# than Prunus Besseyi will do. We probe 
ably will develop lerge, sweet-fruited varieties ond they will be home fruits 
par excellence, 

; fo, 1009, A sweet fruited hybrid Sorbus, is sald te be mch super 

P dior to the ordimory sweet froited rowan (Sorbus oncuparia fructi duleie), Mr. 
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Mijurin has mach faith in 4t as a fruit for the fer North. 
No, 1010, 4 large fruited edible form of Bibes eareum, 





certainly valucble to us, ag this species of currant thrives in 
very sendy soil even end is much more drouth resistant than the red 
or black currant. 

No. 1011, © hybrid rose of unusual beordiness, shows that 
native, wild forma of verions flowering shrubs may be employed with 
— success in hybridisation experiments. 

Pte The Wos, 1012, 1012, 1014, 1018 and 1016 are hybrid plums 


in which the ordinary wild sles, Prunus svimess, hee played « Dig 





role. Wr. ¥ijurin stated that it is his firm belief thet in the 
future this wild eloe will be employed very mech in hybridisation 
experiments, and that we may expect some wonderfully fine results 
thereof, P, spinosa bequeaths to ites offspring a host of desirable 
qualities; firstly, « remarkable spicy flavor in the fruits; 2nd, 
great keeping and shipping qualities; gd, great orolificness; 4th, 
wonderfully hardiness} bth, powers of being able to thrive on very 





poor and dry soils even; 6th, «a greet froeehdom from diseases in gen- 
eral; and 6ta, not growing too renk or to too lerge dimensions, What 
have we done in America with this plum? are Mr, Mijurints observations 
oorroborated by our breeders also? What I nersomally heve seen of this 
wild wloe, I should soy that it will not sive good results in the Ate 
lantic Coast states, but thet out in the Nerthwest 4t ought to thrive 
ta perfection, I do not think it will ever be a success in regions 
where there is a protracted period of moist heat, like wo se detriment- 
ally experience in nearly the whole of the eastern United States, 
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Ne. 1017 is a remarkable variety of cherry, possessing so 
many good qualities that I suppese it hae been introduced already in 
America, the mre, as My. Mijurin stated, thet many years age he had 
s0ld several things te the Decartment of Acriculture. It seens to have 
been 1897 or thereabouts, I could not get the real data from him, for 
he was displeased with the way he was treated, as they never sent him 
a report whether the plents survived the journey ond whether they were 
planted, He seid that he does not care to sell hie things, tut instead 
rather give thom 50 people whe take care of them. It wes not the 
easiest thing to obteln ell these guttings from himeand it teok som 
diapley of diplomacy, a8 Mr, Mijwrin is somewhat curions in his ways. 

™. 1018 and 1019 are « round 





eud an oblongfruited variety 
of ouinea, end most probebly some of the hardiest quinces in existence! 

I trust you will be eble te plage all this material in the 
hands of the most experienced oropegetore only, ond to have 14 civen 
$ll sossible core, for I doubt 1¢ vory much wheather we could duplicate 
4t, axeert by sending out a man to Mr. Mijurin, ce ne is sppcrently not 
at oll willins te disooge of certain of his erections, 


7 alse send off, by registered Russien Sample Post, direct 





to you, 1 vackege vith plum stenes, Yumbered 1726a, and enclose herewith 





its inventory cord, 
Phere ware several other interesting things at Vr. Mt jurin's 
plate and I think I better treat here all what I sew there. 
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Well, Mr. M. told me that in his attemots to create a hardy 
peach, he had peach kernels sent in from ell regione; these he sowed 
out and had at once time 30,000 young trees, then the Russian winter 
came and thinned then out, 90 that after 3 years only 15 specimens had 
remained. These ha took care of and buaided off them on Prunus spinosa 
but some peculiar disease came and killed them one after the other; it 
Was a bavk rot} he said that formed a black ring right arvund the little 
trumk, close to the ground. -~low he is hunting for peaches from the 
northernmost} limits and at the same time hes made hybrids between 
Amygdalus hybrida end “lberte pesches ond athers, The plants he 
obteined are 2 years old now and resemble amygdelus nana more than 4A. 
persica; the fruits, however, omy be different, I was net shown these 
little trees, for they were covered up, beime too veluable to be left 
unprotected, 

This vhele problem of creating a periectly hardy peash re- 
minded my stxikingly of Mr. Swingle'a work with the citranges and I am 
convinced that some centuries from now man will pfossess forms of 
frnite that formerly only grew in warmer climes, out which then heve been 
changed so in constitution thet a protracted winter, with the mercury 
freezing, even, vill leave them wilurt. 

Ne. MU. further has hybridized extensively ameng pears and 
seems to heve obteined come real isportant forms, able te stand much 
wore cold then the ordinary types. 

In apples I aleo noticed many hybrids, not only Malus 
communis x HM. pronifolie, but also %, commis x M, Medwetgiciana and 
with M. baceata. Sone seem te be good, but the greater part are of 
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course valueless, The M, Niedwetgkians hybride were interesting, as 
half of them were red-wooded and hald thite-wooded and one specimen 
was half red and half white, 

fnen there were hybri as between Proms prostrate 






and f, epinosa and various cresses between all these epocies, 


I aleo heard that Amygdelus devidiang freezes in Kozlov and 





birigs from Nertchensk! This leat information cane as a 





sheck to me, for who wuld expect o olant ‘rom tho Transbaikel terri- 
torg to be tender in central Russia? Wearly all vlants from Menchuria 
eleo freeze in Koglov; 4+ ien't the wood thet sets burt, ne, it io the 


yrowth which gete eeught by the late sprine frosts and from whieh 






marian plentse never recover, 
Mr. M. stated that Tiadimir cherries cre in Little fever with 
Russian fruit growers, for they ony do well in Wladimir, and chen testd 


in otherregions they decline and in vieour on4 the frulte become smaller 





and wultimetely the »lente suceunh, If this 4s correct, ve vill heve to 


develop types rulted to various local ities. 





Then My, M. hes been hybridiging Ameriom blackberries with 


wild Bussien forma and obtained some fine forms, And the come with 





American grape@ and Cawtasian grapes, end he ebtated that ne possesses 





@ hybrid of vitis vinifera ondrelabi x ¥. vineria that possesses the 
herdiness of thelasat and has very lerge frites. 

The etete in which hia garden was showed the observer that 
more work hee been undertaken than orfitably cauld be Gisvoseed of, and 


adden eacoident should befell Mr. M, most of the mterial 





sople knowing what it really was. Mr, M, 
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invited me to come back in summer, as he had several interesting 
things yet that were covered up now, ond I think it almost wuld pay 
me tO make an extra trip to him. 


Well, on work done in Rosteff and Kha 





kof? I will write 
you later on, onicht I hope to leave for Seuchodele and after that 
Moscow and Vieadimir are on the program. My health ts not too good 
and when in 54, Petersburg I'11 see some cood physician. 
With kindest of erectings, also to all in the office, I 
remain, Mr, Fairchild, 
Yours reapeotfully, 


St. Petersturg, Russia, Jan. 16, 1912 
A few days age I arrived here in the caph tal of Russia and 
found a goodly pile of mal] awaiting me. Before going to answer it, I 
will first finish my accounts and itinerary report. «~-I am herewith 
sending you one package horse+radish roots, mumbered 1020, They are 
considered to be the best horse-redish in Russia amd oven of Burope, a8 a 
Iussien specialist aseured me. Our Ambassader here was so kind ae to 
make up am extra pouch fer this pac 





age, a the P. 0, made all sorte of 
aifficulties in accepting 1%. -+I am sending herewith the inventory 
notes in duplicate, and at the same time duplicate inventory notes for 
the mumbers 1005-1019 (incl.) and for Mo. 1726a, 


tite uf 





due gineek 20 Indtgso ent ah ova hovirus Lege syed 
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I got word from Mesars, Enief & Yerner in Windan that the 2 
cages with Apricot and ¥lm trees which I sent from fostoff arrived safe in 
Windan on Jon, 11, sd were shipped of f te Mew Yows the next day, via 
Hemburg, where they have to be unleaded apparently, I trust you have 
heard re them ere this, 

I have mach to @ here in St. Petersburg end will be bay 
for a couple of weeks before finding time to mke plene for leaving 
Russia. 

With best of wishes, I remain 

Yours resvectfully, 





ef American Consul 
St. Petersburg 


St. Petersburg, Rustla 
Jan, 24, 1% 


Deer Mr. Fairehild: — 

Herewith I am enclosing my accounts for the past fiseal 
quarter (Oct., Nov. and Dec., 1911). I am a few days overdue, it 
this is on ascount of sy wnvellness, which prevented me from doing 
hardly eny intricate writing at all. 


I alse enclese - bundle ef vox 





chera, amene which one for 


ten roubles, which I geve to Mr, Paleteky and fer which he never gave 





ent, I wonder if it will be accepted that way. 


Boia 
Vat 





I am adding also two sheets, with explanatory notea, relating to a 
few pointe won which wore informtion may be desired, 

I am sorry te see thet the expenses in general have been 
rether high, altho relatively little hes been bought, but thie is 
dae to & Muaber of causes, Firstly, wach BR, &, travel with excess 
charges om bageage ehd then there are s few high bills like the 
shipping charges on the seais from Kashgar and the 44,84 Roubles 
fer Apricet and Keragatch trees. 

The epureximate exvenses for the quarter duly, Aug., 
Seot., 1911, were rouchly $1545. 


and for the quarter Oct., Now., Dec,, 1911 C1520. 30 we have a 





total of roughly $9865 for the past half 
year. 
Well, trusting you will receive 211 this in good atate, 


Yours resvectfully, 
FRAME N, MOYER 


St. Petersburg, Russia 
den, 25, 1@. 
Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
Serewith I am going to answer s stack of letters that 
have been coming in these last times; there are only (7) 18 and I 
Will take them chronologically. 
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and Mics megslotroveis. I am glad to see these plants are new to 
the Office of forage Crop Investigations. 

Letter of Gct. 10, 1911. Re Mr, #7. 7. Hight's desires to 
obtain 211 plum, peach, cherry and rousan’ material I oan seeure, 
Taken notices of, 

Letter of Oct. 14, 1911. Ke visiting serie, opt, Ste. 
at Mukden. Well, I supvese that's a future matter now, 

Letter of Oct, 18, 1911, with enclosure of Mr. A, Zapponets 
letter of Oct, 16, 1911 ond Warrant fo, 3453 for $246.06, ‘This letter 
wes sent me agsin registered from Peking and I received it in soed 
condition. I was just in need of some cagh, and with the assistance 


of our Ambassador here, Hon, Curtie Gulid, whe is e very sential 








I cashed it at the Credit Tyonais here at St, Petersburc. | 
Letter of Nov. 2, 1911 A, stating, you received accounts 
and itinerary reports for the period duly, Aug., Sent., 1911. 
Letter of Sov, 2, 1911, B. Re poor prospects of getting 
large quantities of Redicago falcata, Answered before, 
| Letter of Nov. 10, 1911, 4. Informing me that Nerdoenmis 





legvignta SPY 21980, has been received, Alao references made to 





3 Medicago falcata and Astragalus, <Anawered before from vortoff, 
Letter of Nov. 10, 1911. B, Re Yedyserim eplendens end 
Astragalus @p, heaving been received, ete, Answered fr. Rosteff on 
copy of letter sent by Miss Cramer, 
Letter of Nov, 22, 1911, Stating that the tin case with 
seeds, shipped from Kuldja in carly May, 1911, has been received at 
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Letter of Wov, 29, 1911. About getting wild apples and 
wild apricots again from the Thien Shan, Well, I have written Rev. 
Reemedonck im Fuldja, mony monthe ago, but he is not a man in robust 
health and writes very little. ‘Then shipping from Tuldja for non- 


Mussien eubjecta ia a yery T*ll write aesin, however, 





T am extremely sorry to learn that none of the apple and 
apricot cutting@ managed to pull thru, ‘het means ea tremendous lose 
of time, money and enercy! I hope some seeds have germinated, however! 

Letter of Dec, 21, 1911, with enclosure of 10 fotes, which I 
had forwarded to vou sometime ago. I surpose « mistake has eccurred 
here, for I didn't want theee prints back, wiles the originale had 
turned mp. 

About maps moriced with the localities where certain plants 


ecourreds well, I may say this: whet the fotogreph is in comporison 






to a description, such is & map as compared with a explorer's note, 
and I hope that those 2 little maps I sent you, mide up by Prof. Kry~ 


low of Tomsk, showing the distribution of Medicago falcata and of 





Orobus lutens var, orientalis, gave you the desived impression, I+ 
would heve taken many pages of close-rritten matter to give all the 
lecalities where these two plants scour, and behold:- « single red line 
convey# everything streight away to our brain. Prof, Erylow has made 
such maps of 11 plants occurring in the Altai, se you and Mr. Stunts 
may imagine what -. tremendous 
I am gled to hear thet tr. &. 0. Pree got his samples of 
goil and that Mr. T. H, Pachomeff will be cotten in touch with re 


let of work that means. 
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Letter of Dec, 22, 1911. Stating that my letter from Saratoff 
of Nov. 25 and a vackage of cuttings have been received in good condi- 
tion, 

Letter of Jan. 3, 1912, A. Re report on Mr. A. D, Yoolkov; 
it is with much pleasure that I see you found the information se inter 
esting. Sometimes the reading of a report is more pleasing than the 
experience of the thing itself. 

Letter of Jan. 5, 1912, B. About writing a report for Dr, 
Galloway on the entire Alfalfa situation, #e11, I'll try and see what 
I can meke of it, but my knowkedge of alfalfas is after 211 very small; 
& mn may give years and years to this growp of plants and still be a 
long way off from knowing them <11 or what they are capable of in the 
way of becoming forage plents, ss 

Letter of Jan, %, 1912, G. About my health not beine too 
good, Well, I heve seen « doctor since and I have some molerial fever, 
due $0 exposure and exhaustion, I heve te keep warm, perscire much, 
take some mecicine and be careful,not to exhaust myself or worry too 
much, I om sitting now with os warm cost on, drink wach” ten » Svallew 
salts ad quinine and gub with on anti«mlerial preparation on the 
joints and ribs end feel elready the beneficial effects, It will be 
some time yet, however, before I feel the same again, The wonder is 
that Ishould get it in winter time! 

I see your plane of getting back to Yashington as early as 
possible, to be in Gelifersia before it gets late in the season, Well, 
we won't sell the skin before we get the bear! I got this trouble by 
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wandering for Uncle Sam thro all serts of God forsaken places and efter 
all, my health is worth more then eome more travel and I will first get 
in good trim again before going to trevel any more. Nobody would care 
for me when I got to be like a Chisholm, who also got his affections 
while in uncongeniel climates. Ag we get ne pensions or anything of 
the kind in America, aman cennot afford to risk himeelf entirely! I 
Suypese you will quite agres with me on these points, ien't it? 

When I am back, I sippese a good many problems will have te 
bo discussed, end I will be glad to eg somewhat more, and I hope te. 
¢ome in contect somewhat more iotimetely withnuseme poople then I was 
able to do the last time, 

I got 4 ecard already from Dr. Awmsetiye Henry, stating that 
he will be very glad to receive mo and impart eny information he can 
give, I heave never mot him and wonder how our meeting will be. 
| Le ter of Jan. &, 1912, which come in yesterday. I took 
note of your wighes to have me look up Mr. 7, Kingdon Ward and this 
morning a letter went off to Professor Belley Belfour at Edinburg, 
| atking him to kimdly send mr Mr. Ward's address on a postcard, A 

week from now I'll have an answer and will kmow where to find this Mr. 
Ward, --The copies ef his letters which you enclosed show him to be a 
high type of experimental botanist, interested eavecizily in the orna- 
wental alpine flere. I wonder how the more sober economic aspectea of 
China's products will attrect him, especially fruits and cereale able to 
stand averse climatic conditions, — 
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I om al in possession of 10 posteards, dated Oct. 12, Oct, 14, 
Hov. 11, Mov, 12, Sov. 25, Dec, 2%, Dec, 21, Dec, 23, Dec. 29, 1911 and 
Jan, 3, 1912, al aunouncinge receipts of mil shipments, 





also come to hend. A good many new things appear in them, especially 
in the line of tropleal plents. Wheat meses of 4nomas seem te be scat~ 
tered all over South America 

In Bulletin 66, I seo that Mr. Geo, T, Gandlin at Tangshan 
will try to get for we seeds of Cedrela sinensis, Yell, we got e big 
tree of it on the Devarte 





entel grounds, Does it «ver fruit? The 

sprouts are not really « vegetable fit for the white races, In one of 
my earlier letters from Peking I even wrote how the trees are forced 
in popemcovered greenhouses in the midst of winter, selely for their 
young sprouts, which fetch hich 





prises in winter, 
4nd Yr. Aaronsohn been collecting a lot, I se@. I wonder if 
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eollected by Wileon or Devid? If 4% proves perfectly hardy at Rechester 
N.Y., then there my be more hardy shrubs and trees in the mountains of 
western China, olthough Profl Sargent's experiences were that Wilson's 
plants were not very hardy in Boston, I will ask more about this when 


I see Prof, Sargent. 
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The Genistas from Puerte Oretava (31904~5) may be very valuable 
indeed in the foothills ef 30, CalifGrnia and could perhaps be sown out 
in plenteti@ns, to suoply beekeepers with a steady suoply of honey-yielding 
plants, 

Mr. ©. ¥. Piver's observations, re the water cordens near 
Canton, ere very interesting indeed, Only not everything is as he wrote 
it. Lotus and water chestnut (Trepa bicornis) never enter in the rota» 


tion, a8 they both love deep water, while Mleochari¢ chinensis, 





Occupy the soil fer one season only, while Nelumbiua speciosum and Trapa 


bicornis have to be left alone for many years! Rice and rushes, however, 





enter in the rotetion, 

Mr. Piper's auggestion of establishing a awemp experimental 
station is well worth poyine attention te, only-~- where to find white 
men willing to live like amphibians? Foreigners resident in China al- 
Way8 complein bitterly about the wnhealthiness of «11 this swamp eorden- 
ine and about the malaria and mosquitees that come from it. 

Vhie Pronus brigentiagg -31964 (an ill-sounding name indeed) 
@sons to me to be of walue possibly in breeding experiments. I do not 
remember ever to have seon it. 

@ Prof. Piner picked up at Lucknow, 
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gornis 4. Lpayil os, Slysicarpus ap. and Indigofera tint folis. interest me 
very wuch, It showa again that in the older lands ve my find as many 


new things as in wnexplered regions, 
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Pref, Piper also aske why mangos won't do well in California, 
Well, they exist in So, California here and there, In Montecito, near 


Sante Barbara, I have seen even a fruiting wpecimen, but sill the nights 





39. Galifornia are too cool, for them and in northern California the 
Winters are too severe. Maybe, however, hardy streine can be develeped 
if we teke seeds from the northernmost limits of mangoes in India, 


I eee on Page 487 of Bulletin 68 that My, Meyer dees not hold 





Glesster fruits in very high esteem, ll, I really never came across 
wory good kinds in both Russian and Chinese Tu: 





‘eatam, maybe you creceived 
finer serte from Syria or Mesonotamia, In Central 4sia it is one ef the 
fruits which is always left on the table, while all other sweetmests 
get cleared off very quickly. 

And Mr. Swingle finding again new citrus fruits, and this time 
im the African Plorve, sounds very interesting! 1 wonder what we will 
get this time, That wearthing of new things certalmly is extremely 
fascinating, even to some of ds who are not in the most favored regions 
of the garth, 

I see you ere alge in correspondence with Dr. G. A. Purpus. 
We is considered in Barope one of the best explerers for ornamental 
plants and in some catalogues on the continent many of his fotos are 
aopearing. He hae been finding lots of interesting things in our own 

scky Mountoine and I hove been asked a number of times whehher the 





Americans know their own flora, 
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I see severe] of the fotos I teck were published in the 
plant bulletins, These half tene plate productions look somewhat 
cheap and they are net clear, Of the Oleasters it would have been 

“very interesting if foto No. 685 <lso had-been given, Many people 
I showed this foto to said they never knew this tree could assame 
euch dimensions, dave you _—" already oux most eminent dandrole- 
giet, Prof. 6. 3. Sargent, what he thinks of auch a tree? 

Well, Me. Pairchild, this letter answers all of your mail 
for the present, and I conclude with cordial creetings, alse to all 
in the Offige. 

Yours respectfully, 
o/o American Consul 
St. Petersburg 


| St, Petersburg, Russia. Jan, 25, 1912. 
Rerewith please find enclosed my itinerary report fer the 
period of Oct,, Hov., Dec,, 1911. Trusting it is of use to somebody, 


Yours eospectfully, 
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St. Petersburg, Russia 
Jai, 2, 1912, 


Wias Grece ¥. Cramer, 
Beecutive Assistant. 


Dear Mises Cramer: 

A couple of letters from youn — come inte my possession 
and I'11 answer them herewith. 

One dated Oct, 28, 1911, tells me that my two letters from 
Omsk, dated Oct, 13, 1921 and containing 38 films have been received 
in good shane, «0, KE, 

Letterbof Dee. 1, 1911, informa me thet 3 maps have been 
sent to me. Well, they reached me in very 200d comditien, thenks, You 
also state thet you'll seon heave ao set of exvlerers notes ready. I hme 
you will retain thom until I arrige in Washington. The bulk of my 
vacgage I will try to store here anyway and I really can dispense with 
any additions, 

Latter of Jan. 8, 1914, with enclosure of 2 fotos. (ilo. 206 
and 287), Wo, this ie the first time I receive these printe, and I 





cennot compliment the fotocrapher on his work; they are teo pale. 

I ais received a cheat of Asendwents to the fiscal regulations 
im an envelope, postmarked Mov. 16, 1911. I suppose vou or Mr. Young 
gent it to me. | 

two personal letters from you also reached me, which 111 


answer separetely, Then I have «2 little request seein, vis: would you 





kindly send 1 bulletin (¥r 
following parties: 


it and Nat Orchards of China) each to the 





ent erebtel eet ya 
heviedes cosd oval warlt && gh 
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Uy, ¢. J, Sartelson, Imperial Botanicul Garion, St. Metersburg, Rusia. 
Rey, Father L, Klapheck, 3%. Rupert, Bischefshofen, Salsburg, Austria, 
and please send the last also one copy of Chinese Plent Names, if it is 
avallable,. Sy doing so vou vill earn the undyine thenke of the under 
gigned, who romeinc with best of rezards, 

Yours sincerely, 


PRANK U, BEYER 


at. Potersbure, Russia, Jan, 31, 1912. 
Dear Mx, Pirchild: 
Yerewith TI am forwarding to you vie Diplomatic Powich, one 
pereel with seeds, containing the numbers 1'727e-1744 a incl. 





I 





guggesteto tent At more specially in the Bastern Unitec States, as it 
comes from a region with hot, wamid summers, 


Ribes sy.(R. procumbens, Pallas(?)) may be something very 





interesting. I suspose however it will meinly thrive in the sere al~ 


pine sections of America, egin ays, Ho. 172%a, 





is, I hope, something new to Ameries. Ur. Derr will be specially 
interested in it. I enclose herewits tvo eers of this reuourksble 
variety, sowing the perfect gmoethness of vhe swine, 

The black prose, MO. 1738a, seems an excellent variety. 
I trust you will see to 1% that dt falle in the honds ef the right 
specialist, The three verieties of garden peas, ws. 17400, 174la 
and i?42a, ousht to interest Hr, Viney, whom you wrote me is making 
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Special study of the genus Meum, 
Mr, von Redsinski, whom you met, told me he hed promised you some of his 
seed and herewith he hee fuiffhled thet promise. His flax, Yo. 1743a, 


This Mo. 17420 is somethines rere. 





scems also to be a much superior strain. I wonder if we will be able te 
find @ place for it in the Merth. «Here is $t. Petersburg I soon hope 
to obtein some more seeds atill, fer thefe is an exhibition of seeds be- 


ing opened here, where they sey some very interesting seedghra show, 





fking on a report, telling more in detsil what I saw at the 
pleces of the people I mention in the Inventory Notes, which please find 
enclosed in duplicate, 
Trusting that this aforementioned material will reach you 
in good shape, I remain, with kindest recards, alno te All in the Office, 
Toure rospectfully, 





ag <4 


a/e Bureau of Plant Industry 


at, Petersierg, Bictlia, Fedbreati 1, 19138. 
Dear Wr. Paelrohild: 
Herewlth I em going to give you a rerort on various people 
tuat I sew, in leaving Resto? f-on-Pon, 
On Monday, Dec. 28, 1911, I went to the Nxposition Builcing 
in Rosteff-on-Ton, where I met a My, 4, ¥. Sroobrieff, Seerctary of the 
aian't give me their cards or their names, I found wr. Groobuiert a 





~forék Aericultursl Society, end alse some other people, whe 
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very enthusiastic sert of « man whe took particular pleasure in 

the fect that I came from Amerios and he showed me a small exhibit 

of various agricultural seeds and gave me a atack of their pablice- 
tions and we spoke about various agricultural problems. I heard 

that Mr. Joseph Rosen, from Featerinslaw, has intreduced almost 
everything v@rth introducing in the line of grains and fodder plants 
from America into Russia, and thet seme things are likely te become 
big suecesses in So, Russia, esp. some of the Mais and Sorcium varieties 
from Minnesota. 6 erranged to visit the Experimental Stetien near 
Rosteff the next day, and on Tuesd, Dec. 19, we went there, while on 
icy wind blew over the plains, This Bxpt, Sta, is especially »trong 
in agricultaral machinery and I saw there more various sorts than ever 
Sufeve in tussia, The Sta, is only 2 years old and therefore reletively 
lithle work had been done, beyond getting the thing on its feet. ‘They 
are testing all the lecel varieties of wheatea, oate, barleys and rye 
ahd after a couple ef years selection work expect te ebtein several 
very interesting streine of these grains which will stand the intense 
heat ond oceasional drouthe better than several of the presently grown 
varieties, --I obteined at this station a sample ofthe new barley with 
amooth awns, No, 1737a, which I sent you alresdy. I elso heard that 
there are severe] interesting verieties of local sheatea in the nerth- 
western sections of the Crimea, which Yr. Groobnieff thought micht be 
of value to us in America, the more as the ©, W, Crimea ie far from 
nila, having in feet also @ continental climate, ~-I was received 
there in Rostoff with special kindneas and Mr. @. suggested that 
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correspondence with ue and exchange of products would be very welcome 
to them all, 

On Wedn, Dec, 30, I left Rosteff-on-Don and arrived the next 
dey in Kharkoff. I went to the Botanical Garden there and the Botanical 
Institute, alse te the branch of the Imperial Department of Agriculture 


and the Selection Stetion and arranged for viets, 





Om Prid. Dec, 22, I saw in the morning the botanical collec- 
tions of the Bot, Insti tute, which contained many interestéine specimens 
from the tropics, collected by Prof, Arnoldi in Java and elsewhere, In 
the afternoon I went to the Arricultwurel Selection Station near Kharkeff 
end @pent the rest of the day with Yr. P. ¥. Budrin, the director, and 
We, Turieff, a specialict on cereals, The last one was intending te go 
to 4uerica in the becinning of the New Year to study Mais more esnecially 
and I suppose you have seen him already, 

There is a great mase of, selection work being done there in 
Thaykeff, Wr. Kerchoff, now also being in America, hae obtained wheats 
woich give under the very same circumstances ef cultivation, weather, ete. 


over 30% more harvest than the varieties from which they were selected, 





They will soon be put om the market, «~The main interest just now in 
So, Russia is in the dent varieties of “ais, which oreve far wore pro+ 
ductive thon the o14 flint sorte and Mr. Turieff esp. will devote the 
major part of hie work to the investigation and the development ef 
strains specially f1% for the regions around Kherkoff. --I alse obtained 


some samples of recomuended wheats and a packag 





@ of the most promising 
lecal prose, Mo, 1738, which I heave sent you, 
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On Sat, Dec, 23 I went again to the Betenical Institute, saw 
*rof, Arnoldi and studied in the herbarium the Medicagos and locked up 
literature. ‘The herbarium hes not been kept up to date ond I was not 


able te clear up the question, which is the real 4H, 





and whether 








a: ga is a variety of H, Paleata or a hybrid between M, aetiva and 
M. feleate. There was a enecimen of M. coerulea from Astruchan, which 
certainly was a blue-flowering , faleata, bub specimens from other 

localities, to corroborate this, were lacking, 





straight poday this last species is so remurkably variable thet «il 


sorte of forms occur in vorious lec«lities; near Pratisorsk, Caucasus, 


there occurs a variety with pode she 





ped dmost like a ¢irdle, 
IT also noticed a clover lobelled Trifolium rabens 





from Austria, which looked very promising as a forage plant, being of 


very vigorous, app. upright 





in the litterature I found out that the name Populus alba vex 





ofenii (“Aerzb) var. pyramidalie, 





Then I sew that a new species of Diervilla has been found 





purplish color, while the bushes seem to remain quite low. I suppose 
it my prove very veluceble for hybridization purposes to create pex 
feetly hardy large flowering Yeigelias, 


et 
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In Idaho, teo, a new svecies of Pramas was found recently, 





seq Botenical Gagette Oct. 1911, alao 2 new Onagras, 
both of ornamental value. So @fter all America's flors is far from be~ 
ing perfectly know as yet. -~I also saw a herbarium specimen of Lilium 





bellwa Fish, which looks like the scarlet orange lily I sent in 
from northern Kores and of which you wrote me, you heve severe] plants 
already. 

I found the little Betemic Garden there in Kharkeff already 
quéte interesting, al the everything was on a gmall scale, however, and 
in @ummertime 1t must be an instructive plece te go thro. 

On Mond, Dec. 25, 1911, I went to the Seed Bureau of the 


Agricultural Seciety in Wharkoff and mot Nesers. G. Diebold, Director, 





and “, EB, Rieanikeff, Acronomist; the last I knew already from Omsk, 
This seed burean sims at the object to place the best of secd at the 
moet Peasoneble prices in the hmds of farmers and experimenters in 


the Government of Kherkeff, They cooperate with the Agric. Zenstve 





of Mkaterinsiaw, and have practicaliy all of “Mr. Rosen's introductions 
from America. They publish a catalogue sath year, in which «11 the 

things they sel] ave listed, I obtained « copy a 
I heard thet they will also handle My. Korchoff'a new wheats, which 





mi will send it shortly. 


moy be given out this coming eutumm, Mr. ©. led been offered by 
commercial firme ee much as 100 Houbles ». poed, but he vreferred to 
place them at the disposal of the public, without any profit to him 
self, --It was also stated that the things Mr. Ghrystefovich is se- 
curing in America are not of ag much practical value as the things Mr. 
Rosen hes obtained, Bepecially the different varieties of cowpeas 
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didn't do well im So. Russia; the heat aposrentiy was not eufficient. 
This seed bureau I found to be a busy place, mony people calling, and 
my interviews with soma people were very short. 

In the evening of Dec, 25th, I left Therkeff and arrived 
the next evening in Kozlov, Tomber Govt. On Dec, 87 and 28 I saw Mr. 
I, V. Mijerin, the plent orizinetor, on whom I wrote you a lencthy 
report already, together with some dive clant~meterial I sent off from 
Kozlov, 

On Frid. Dec, 29 I left Zorlov st nicht and arrived the next 
day at noon in Souchodole, Tule @Govt., where e Mr. 2. D. Rashgaroff 
lives, whose specialty is hardy berries of all descriptions, 

There hed been avvery heavy fall of anow during the last 
days, 80 that everything wae snowed under et Souchodole , but we 
managed to hunt wo thie Mr. Kashearoff and I stayed for 4 few hours 
with him, I obtained several packeces of sveds, Mos, 1727a, 1728a, 
17298, 193la and 1732s, I wae also promised some mre seeds which 


adn't oprived yet; Mr. ¥. is in exchange with several collectors in 





Siberia and Turkestan and seems te be the only man in Russia heving 


for sele. He is very willing te 





enter in exchenge with wa end likes to obtein all sorts of berries, 
esp, hardy Blackberries, Gooseberries and Strayberries; seme cuttings 
sent by registered sample post or some driej fruits are more desirable 
then parcels post packages, with which they experience just now great 
difficulties in Pussia, es live placts coming from Aweriea are no 
longer admitted in Rusela. I hope you will be able te send Mr, K, 
tome in exchange for the seeds he gave me. 
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I left Souchodole that same evening, end after many delays, 
éue to the fast that the Russian Empertr wae travelling from Sebastopol 
to St. Petersburg, we arrived on Sumd, Dec. 31, in Moscow, Here t 
wae unwell for several days bet on Toured, Jan, 4, 1912 1 went te the 


Agricultural Institute at Petrowske Razsumoweko. [% was very cold | 





weather «-16 « 18 deg. Resummr, and deep snow covering everything, 

and T found nearly everybody absent, as Rossian Hms was only a few 
days off. I met however Wr. D, von Redsinsky, in charge of the Selee- 
tion Station: be had hurt his foot and could scarcely meve about, Ye 
spoke about selection work, etc, and I heard he had met you in Vashing- 
ton, I obteined « few seeds and was invited to come back toward the 





miner, when things were more favorable than in the heart of 


winter, I wanted especially to get solid information about the various 





varieties of Tladimir cherries, but~- there was nobody there whe knew 
anything about them, Mr. “all Meyer, the heed cardener, whe knew 
something of fraite, was absent, 

On Frid, dan. 6 I went to the School of Horticulture in 


Moscow, on Smolensk Blwd,., but aleo there there were no pomolociste 





present, I got, however, the address of the main one, a Mr. H, 
Pogorselski, and the next dey we managed to find him, 

I epoke about the Yiedimir cherries and expressed my ine 
tentions of <oine to Wladimir. Myr, P, did mot advise me to do so, 
as everythings was snowed under and no reguler collections exist; 
yarleties were very mixed up, I heard thet there are 8 different 


verieties extant, that Rodifievekeia is the best ef all Wladimiy 
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cherries, being a good shipper and keeper and having but amell seed,-~ 
That Wladimir cherries are cultivated mostly from seed and come true.-~ 
That there are some old trees here and there, that never froze to the 
ground ond which seem hardier then the common lot, My. Yosorselski is 
Willing to collect seeds and cuttings for us end to shin them at the 
rizht season; the costs will be very small. Wis address in summer is 
Numbert Posorselakt, Pomologist, Wladimir, Russia, and in winter o/o 
School of Worticulture, Smolensk Boulevard, Moscow Russia, Ur. P. is 
in governmental service and altho not appearing of the most energetic 
sort of men may possibly get some interesting things for us. I gave 
him yourbaddress, and truet be will write this simmer about seeds of 
these Wladimir cherries, the more as [ stood the expenses of a supper 
we had in Moscow, 

On Sund. Jan, 7 it was the firat day of Russian Zmas and 
the next two daye everything remelned closed in “oscow. 

On Wedn, Jan, 10 I boweht some seeds in the morning and 
in the afternoon left for Torchok, Twer Govt., where I arrived the 
game evening, fhe next day, Jem. 11, I went to a Mr. DT, 0. Romanoff, 
proprieter of an estate close to Terchok, #ho keeps on arboretum 
with mony interesting things. 

It head been snowing, however, these last days, and ef the 
gmaller shrubs only the tins of the branches were visible, #hile one 
could hardly go anywhere on account of the depth of all this snow, 

Be restricted ourselves mainly to the looking over of herbarium mter- 


ial end looking up references in botanical literatures. --Mr, Romanoff 
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drew my attention to some arteles in the Revue Norticole, where it 

ie stated that Mr. J, Gravereaux, proprietor of the Rosarium de L'taye, 
Seine, near Paris, has mde a new scent rose which is said to contain 
not only more scent than the ordinary Pulgerien and Turkish varieties, 
but alse to be remontent. This rowe micht aleo be of value to us in 
america for scent mnufacturing purposes. Mr. KR, aleo thoucht that 
the bush apples from the Gaucasus, sec fotse 521 and 522, micht be the 


Then I heard that the earliest of all 





Pyench grapes, "Madeleine d' Angevine” ricene in Torchek out in the 
openand Mr. A. de of opinion that by croviag certain of the earliest 
varieties of tender fruits in well-shelfered places end protecting 
them well in winter with branches and even with earth, one is able te 
reise such fraits im places that bear the name of being utterly toa 
cold fer such froite, --Mr. 8, ic much intrested in trees coming from 
Alaska and reeretted it thet Americens pey so little attention te theiy 
own trees, He finds ite wery dificult to obtein seeds or plants from 
many of our rare northern trees na shrabs, Just now he likes very 
mich to obtain seeds from Larix Lysllt and L. Gcolicntelis, alae 

. Pa ton: coulis frqm Alaske. He probably 





Will write you re thia, We has prowised me a cuontity of eseds of 


Iehuricg and |, sibirica, which will be sent to me either here 





in St. P, or to Fashi net 





om, There are some big trees of elther spécies 


at his plage which thrive wonderfully well and are not attacked by 





diseases pines and spruces suffer from. Mr. Somanoff was exceedingly 
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kind to me and invited me to revisit him in a more favorable time of 
the year. Yes, everybody considers the winter as a very unfevorable 
time, but is it so, after ail? 

I left Torchok on Jan, 1°, 1912 in the morning, stopped off 
at noon in Ligoslavl and utilized the few hours I had at my dispesal 
until the next train for St, Petersburg in visit§ng a Mr. K. B. 
Moschim, who is very well-to-do and keeps a beautiful garden, with 
perhaps the greatest collection of roses in northern Russia. He also 
hee all conifers that are the least bit hardy. We waded through deep 
snow to see some specimens, but after all it was not worth while, for 
things were so covered with rime and snow one couldn't recognize them. 


Some of the finer varieties of Timyas 





and Abies were entirely packed-in 
in straw end pine boughs, a3 the snow shatters them too much. After a 
few hours stay I took the trein and on Sat. Jan. 15, 1912 we landed at 
6 a. m in 5t. Petersburg, where I heave been since. And herewith my 
report has come to a close, 
I remin, with best of recards, also to All in Office, 
Yours respectfully, 


e/o Bureau of Plant Industry 
Washineton, DC 


PS. My health is improving these last days; only in the afternoons I 
often have slight fever and feel very tired, but on the whole I feel 
much better again, A week or so more and I will be off for England, I 
hope, F. 8. M. 
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St. Petersburg, Florida 
Februari 7, 1912 

Dear Dr, Fairchild: 

Herewith I am forwarding to you, vie Diplomatic fouch, one 
pareel, containing about 10 lbs, of wheat, mumbered 1745a, which I 
obtained thro Mr, @, A, Brittenham, assistant manager of the Omsk 
branch of the Interastionel Harvesting Company of America, who in 
turn obtained it from a gentleman at Atbagar, Almolinsk District. 
We did n't heave to pay anything, but it waa sugeested thet we send 
some drouth-r@sistant grass seed in return or some hardy variety of 
Mais and I hope you will see your way of sending afew samples to Mr. 
Urittenhem, by Registered sample post. 

I an in receipt of your letter of Jam. 17, 1912, and an 
@lad to notice that the large case, containing seeds and hevbarton 
material which r sent off from Omak toward the end ef Octeber, 1911, 
has at last been received (and in good order). 

I also got two postal cards from you, dated Dec, 38, 1912 
and Jan. 12, 1912, steting receipt of letters and Labgnent, 

In a next letter T'll write you some interesting things I 
heard these last times from various people I met. 

With best regards, alee to all in the offiee,I remain 

| Yours reapectfully, 
FRANK , MOYER 


e/o Bureau of Plant Industry 
Yashington, 
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St. Petersburg, Russia 
Februari 27, 1912 


Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Herewith I am sending you, via Diplomatic Pouch, one 
package containing the numbers 17462 ~ 17@la, incl, sll seeds, bee 
sides a few herbarium specimens. | 

Of the wheats 17460 -1749a (incl.) there are but small 
samples. I hope they warrant some experimenting with. Ne. 175la , 
leek, is something rare. I would like te see these few 





seeds planted in « pot in the greenhouse and then later on planted 


out in the open; Chice will be the best place for them, I have been 





talking herewith Prof, Lipsky and Mr, Michelson, his assistant, and 
maybe next year or even this year they can collect a few pounds of 
secd for us, 

Of the various Onobrychis, Trigonella ond Wedysarne | 
cannot write much, as in the very great majority of them I heve seen 
theif seeds only or sometimes some herbarium meterial, If believe 
however something of velue will be found among then, 

Of Spinacia tetranda, Wo, 1769a, I received a request many 


months ago te collect seeds, but I nevef came acrose this plant. 





The wild Almonds, A, bucharica and A, spinosiggime, deserve 
extra treatment, Of A. bucharleg especially new edible fruited strains 
may be developed, This 177éa is the same as I eollected in 1910 under 
No, 13438 ond which Mr. Vight oblicingly nemed Fromis lycioides,: 
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Prof, Lipsky called wy attention to the fact that in our List ef 
Introduced Plants thie last neme occurred and asked me whether I had 
determined it; he stated that Prumus lycicoides has only been found in 
Syria and Kurdistan, but never in Russian Turkestan} he will be glad to 





determine eny doubbful meteriol for us af we will send it to him, 





ivica, Nea. 1776a and 1770a, there are 2 small 
peekages. I trust you will put them in good hands, the more as this 
valuable and beautiful tree seems to be utterly unknown in America, 
No. 17818, Ammophile villos 





opus villose seems a rarity; we my find it of value 
perhaps here and there along the Columbia River, in tying the blowing 
gands, 

In the botenical and herbariym specimens there is a cone and 
2 branches of a hybrid Pine, which I would like to see given to Prof. 
Cc. 3. Sargent. ~ The three exceedingly interesting snd rare varieties 
of smocth-owned barleys, which I obteined from Prof. Robert Regel here 
in St. Petersburg I would like to sec placed in Mx. Derr's honda, whe 
nay try to raise even a few plents from cach of them. Of the other 
things I have to say little, beyond thet I trast they will be put in 
the oot lections, 


T enclose inventory notes for all this mterial mentioned and 





trust eveyything will reach you in cood condition, Tt remed 
Yours Siesinetee te. 
FRANK N, MEYER 
c/o Bureau Plent Industry 
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St. Petersburg, Russia 
‘Weoruad 28, 1912 
Deer Mr. Fairchild: 

Herewith I will answer a number of various matters which 
have come across my way these last days. 

First, there is your letter of Februal 10, 1912, A, which 
reaghed me yesterday, Yes, you see I am still here. I thought I would 
have left a week ago, but I ¢eught «2 cold some lOudays age and as a 
result had fever again for several days and in the early part of last 
week I was confined to my room. ven now I feel the effects ef it yet, 


in becoming very seen tired. --I suppese I ought to go te Algeria or 


ee 





6 to get an entire chonge of climatic az well as other conditions. 


on” 


This raw Northern climate, with the eternal snow and total absence of 


life, does not tend to mike one better very soon, --I am finishing 
matters now up here and got already o new pasepert allowing me to 
leave Russia, for which I had to pay 6.50 Roubles, being « foreigner; 
a Russian hes te pay between 20 and 2 Rowbles, and for every 6 
months or frection thereof he stays abroad, another 10 Koubles has to 
be added. 

You tell me you are much cramped for space in the building 
you ave in now, Well, that is cheerful news? Where are you going to 
put me up? We gan vent some rooma, if things are too crowdedy it is no 
use living like coolies, in work like we are doing, 

I alse got your letter of Febr., 10, 1912,3., in which I 
seo that My. G, T, Mireschnikeff in Semipalatinsk has collected 2 poods 

deats for um, ~-In the autumn of 1911, while traveling 
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thro Siberia, I have been offering from 1 - 2 Bovbles p. pound for 

Slean seed; now I have sent Mr. M, a M, ©, for 120 Roubles, which is 
about 1,50 Rbls, ‘i 1b, ond requested him, if this price is satisfactory, 
to ship the seeds te Meere. Gerhard & “ey, Forwarding Aconts in Riga, 
whe will see that this precious shipment reaches Washington, D. ¢. 


I om also notifying this chivping firm about this matter. 





IT also received a letter from Mr. Roy ¢. Andrews, Assistant 
Curator of Mammelogy, New York Musew: of Natural History, im which he 
does me a number of questions, This letter, however, went to Peking and 


back end I am afraid my advices will come too late, ae Myr. Awdrews is 





epparentiy in Korea elready. You say remember you wrote him on Sent. 
23, 1911, of which letter you md me a copy sent. 

Then I looked up how many packages I sent off from Tiflia 
om April 24, 1910 and Lt see it were two, end of both of these you 
got the receipt, a0 maybe the packace with the lost plates can be 
treced now, if you think 14 worth the trouble, Your correspondence 
to me ie dated Jume 16, 1910 and Oct, 20, 1911, and the letter to the 
Secrotery oF State July 3, 1911, and one before that of which I haven't 
got a copy. 

About Larix sibiricg, of which I heve written to several 
parbkes, I heve received but negotive replies, There is one forester 
in Ust-Kamenogorek, however, who writes me thot this past year has been 
exceedingly bad all over the Altai territory for the production of 
seeds, Owing to late frosts, If this year proves te be a good one, he 
will try to got time a couple of pod 





ds of seed at 30 + 40 Roubles p, pood. 
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I have written him to supply us, if possible, with 100 Roubles wrth 





of good seed and to let us kmow beforehand, 

Then about Mr, 7. Kinedon Ward, on hém you wrote mo under 
date of Jan, 8, 1912, I wrote Prof, Bailey Balfour at Edinburgh sbout 
this matter ond received a rovoly that Mr, Ward was expected beck in 
Canbridge on or about Februat to Eng~ 
lend, I haven't received any rely as yet to my letter te him, bat 





{ 2, being on route from Bur 








#@ I will see him in England a few weeke from now. 

Some 2 wedes age I had o conference with Prof. Robert Regel, 
the most distinguished Russien cerealist, about the vossible origin 
of Hordeum trifurcatum, of which you wrote me in your letter of Jan, 12 
1911, Well, Pref. Hegel's opinion is, it is ef Himalayan origin, bat 
he had found 4t also in a asuple of seed coming from So. Tomek Gevt., 
so it my also be of Mongolian of Chinese Turkestan origin, He would 
be much pleased to receive an ear of Mr. Derr’s new awnless barley. 
He gove me 3 ears of new smooth-aned berleye and several publica- 
tions and Y euegeut to Yr, Derr to enter inte active exchange with him, 
 a% he possesses some traly unique material in the bevley Line, 

fhen, in ome of your letters written bout Februari, 1911, 

you mentioned the appearance of a very serious weevil pest on alfalfa 
fields in Utah and te be on the lookout for possible parasites, «=I 
received « personal letter from Wr. FB. H, Parkinson, Bolhara, that 
"in the Khivs district, Museien Turkestan, the alfalfs hos been utterly 
ruined thro the ravages of some insect, only ¢ of the usual crop being 
aveilable, end even that of shecking qualitias," 
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Then I spoke with Mr. V. T. Yufereff, Acronomist, Tashkent, 
ahout this matter ond he told me that” bniy Alfalfa, but elee Sugarbects 
and Cotten hes euffered severely ell over ‘furkesten from a weevil. He 
hadn't heerd as yet of ung paresitifa preying upon this pest, but prom 
ised to ist us know if be found mything. This gentleman is also inter 
ested in Pecen culture and IT wish you could send him B/2 1b. of aute 
by registered sample post end alse write him agsin to be on the lookout 
for amy parasites ond to speck about this matterwith his fellew work 
ers, Fleage «rite hie ian German, as there are very few men in Turkestan 
apeaking Tnelish. 

Then I have been hevine severel conferences with Mr. A, D. 
Woetoff from Sysran, who hee been in St, Petersburg these last weeks, 
Here is the gist of our conversations, -- Mr. ¥, agrees to collect 
lis. of Medigees falca' 
get it mostly im western Siberia ayound Omsk, Semlpalatinsk, ete. He 





a seeds at the rete of 2 Xbls. per 1b.; he will 


has taken wo correspondenge already with several partics there, In May 





he will let us kmew what progsects he hag and how mach about he thinks 
he will get. ‘Then he expects half of the money paid ia advance so as te 
engage collectors im the field, After he hee shipsed the seeds, he ex 


pects the other half of the money. 





. Russie 
Then he wanbs t¢ mike a collecting tour in “urkestan and. 


wants to collect for us seeds of the follewings species of plantas 
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Auygdalus Petunikewl (at least 1 pound) 
* spinosissima y 8 
. bucharica sl 
. ecumnd s ao CF 
Pyrus heterephylls 1 
* Korshineky i 
Proms divaricata 10 
"6 prostrate 1 
4" wlaifelia i 
Pistacia vera i 
Ameniaca yalgsris 10 
Malus in various spp. 10 


3 


3 


(a very promising “ 
the wild type 


a2 2 eset SB SSE 
2 eases s&s se & SB 
zz BS 22S 2 


My, W. estimetes his expenses at about 500 roubles, but 
should he go aé far north as Lepsinek, te get the most northern vari~ 
eties of apples, than another 300 Roubles will have to be added, as 
travelling thre the mountains is quite expensive there, He likes to 
hear from us some time in May, 90 2¢ te make his plans. I sugcest 
to you to take no actienin this matter until we have fally discussed 
these here problems. Mr. W. expects te collect alse for himself and for 
the Dept. of Agriculture here in St. Petersburg, and wants to leave 
Sysren toward the end of Juli, 1912. 

Some days ogo I had a talk with Pref. 0. A. Monteverde here, 
about promising forage plants cor the Black Sea coastal recions ef the 
Geneasus and I mentioned this new Zhodes Grass, az doing so well in 
the South, Pref, M. asked me the scientifié name and ghers he could 
aet it. Well, I had to confess my ignorance on both questions. In case 
you have some seeds to spare, please send him a fer ounces, with the 
Latin nome, too, Frof, M, has written for seme fine soft-shell walnut 
verieties which exist in the Crimea and which he will send to ua, either 
seeds or cions or beth. 
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& tow days ago I saw a catalogue from a firm in Germany, deal- 
ing with rare ornemental fishes exclusively, and with some waterplants. 
Perhaps the address my be of value to somebody: Julius Reichelt, Zuch- 
texel fre 





lischer Zierfische & Yasserpflenson, Comradshéhe bei Tegel 
Berlin, Deutechland, He lists even some of the rare small fishes from 
Singapore and the Indien Sea, 

Some time age there wae a picture in the bimonthly list ef 
new plant iovdgrents that showed tulips grown en the Pacific Coast te 
be much earlier than those coming from Purepe, I spoke about this to 
the head gerdener of the Bot. Garden here, Mr. 0, J. Barteleen, who 
told me that they heve head these sa ¢ experiences with bulbs that were 
grown On the Black Sea coast of the Ceucague in the envirens of Souchoun, 
And not only that, but some enterprising Duteh firms have established 
already vulb-plantations in So, Frenee, and the bulbs grown there are 
fully three weeks earlier than Molland-crown stock; especially Myscinths 
show this precocity and are coming inte greet demand in Russia for 
early forcing purposes, They cost, however, considerably dearer, being 
35 Marks p. 100, while genuine Mollends are 20 mrs for the same number. 
people profit by such increased vrices? 





Y believe I wrote you a new Dierville had been found 


recently, nortn of Ghabarowdk, D. susvis, with lorge flowers. I tried in 





vain to obtein seeds here, but the plant exists as yet only in herbarium 


| specimens. tt is stated however to be fairly avonient ¢ in its locality 


and no doubt after a couple of years it will come into cultivetion, 


Fund Lad ry 






~feob eNCOD 23 TS BETS sug0lstso a wie Tt Oya 


Peay 5) Sea oe ! Sarg | ei na os! “7 pe hal sy! oe Be oh ‘ 
otra Ley Toca moe bbe bia rterinatons andere tetsenters : 
‘ a at. sta at ‘ 


vow’ ,tiodoiel emt tet epodeuoe' 08 octane ene canto 
RL LE ote FH ba 
feyeT fed odtdabavaad vaoensttqtekeat & accel "_ “Tes ure est flexed 
, whey & ary 

Soot eerie tt Alaae bot oat te anor nave wor on ox " 7 
oe ve ibaa +e 


te teal _isttnenst bins beetite 8 pao seeded Pais ge 
eo dae! oPtiost att de chong dqtiet hewcite dod? & bea ote faatg i 
ost yetee te stat VO Hh yotet: stat 00: ntrcte.culeecppetedt | 
Shaw The Bd td Mw edna Inecee «8! epedd hoot ovest qodt dau) em bios 
uodiwsk So ancrivne o8 of auenens® afd. te feaon aetaton tt att no meer 
bess MGedhe svar-Runt? dite gndedreedns: empe! tard sdndt: yao toe: bak 
wise eed vbey Hilla! id. boom women .08 eb anodtasnale isd ybaerts 


| giseee aeote heb LL Ol matt ‘cobives. mise gests atin) 












PY) 








1565 


With Mr. Kesselrins, of the well known nurseries, I spoke 


about shipping 100 youne Leriz sibirica te you and seme plants of 





tala, alee ons or te® plents of a bamboo, hardynin St. 






from Kanga), Mr. K. suggested that 
aotuym would be the best time, and he likes to hear from us some time 
during the summer, Spring opens up extremely late hore in St. P. and 
it is practically inpoust bie to ship plants from here to far-away 
regions in that season, as they start growing en route, therefore 
eatumm is the time. 
There is conm 





ected with the Bureau of Applied Botany in 
charge of Prof, Robert Bezel, - gentleman, A, J. Melzieff by nome, 
who is a specialist on oats exclusively and whe had found out that 


what pesses under the nune of Ayena sativa are nothing but cul tural 





forms of the ordinary wild cata, Avena fatus. Ta has made up whole 





series of specimens showing the gradus] change from one species in 

the ether, besides he has found hybrids of the ordinary oats with 
numerous wild species, among which A. sativa x A. Ludewiciana, occurs 
Ying in the Crimea, stands out for extreme robustness and my be a 

much better variety for hey, f1% for dry regions, than present 

varieties of cate. Mr. Malsieff likes to get into correspondence with 
jmeriean specialists on eats end exchange mterial, Ye likes te recete 
spikes or grains of verious wild types and species of Avena and espee 
elally lecal verieties of Ayena fatug. Can you put him in toush with 
somebody? Wie work is going to be of great value to us also, I received 
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With Prof, Robert Reg 





o1 I aleo hed a long talk about these 
very interesting emeoth-awned barleys of which they ore finding new 
types almast every yeer. Thie gentlemen states that, as a rule, these 
new barleys are able to stand considerable drowth and heat, md heving 
amooth awns, are much better fit fer fodder for dome tac animals than 
the ordinary berleys with hooked awna, He gave me several of his 
publications on these eubjects, which I will send pou shortly, He 
likes to receive amell samples of the barleys I collected in Chinese 
furkestan, is address ie Prof, Robert Kegel, Chief ofthe Bureau of 


Apolied Botany, St. Petersburg. (Weiborger Seite, Beburin Pereulok No.5) 





Then I saw Mr. 3. Yesatchenke, in Charge ef the Jeed-Testing 
Station, St. Petersburg Botanical Garden. He showed me his lehoratory 
with various instruments and the new syetem they have of making seeds 
serminate end of which I cot a emall publication, fe is intending to 
visit Awerioa after a year or so ond would like te receive from us a 
list of our vorious seed testing and seed contre] stations, 

He aise asked me where he could obtain collections of Ameri- 
Gan weed-seeds, cut up in cases, for demonstration purpéses, Can you 

He also asked why America never represents herself at Inter 


notional “eed Control Com 





ferences, like the ones held at Hamburg and 
Minster, --Tes, does she not? 

Mr, T. states that today Pema clover seed is the best in 
Russia, beinc seats free from Cuscuta seed, Orloff clover alse 


is very good, 
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is especially fi% for northern climes and tho not growing tall cen 
be mown 5 times during the seagon, , Have we made experiments with 


this species?, In Russia Cuseutea racemose proves very troublesome 





these last times, Mr, T. gays that the general belief is it has been 
imported from America. He would like te hear, however, its ezact 
origin. 4 new form of weed proves troublesome in Russian poppy fields, 
namely the annusl Pyescyanis «erestis, whose eeeds resemble the blue- 


grey commercial poopy seed remarkably close. -~A new fungus, believed 





te have come from the vicinity of Ladi 





ftock, mkes its copveames 
@lgo felt in So, Russia, affecting the wheat grains, with the result tha 
bread boked from it becomes quite poisenous. 

From My. J, W, Palibin, of the St. Fetersburg Botanical Garden 


I heard that the roote of Glycirrhige uralongis are almost 2s good aa 





those of the genuine ¢, < 





abra and are becoming a commercial article 
in Russia, They got some 5 samples of it at the Bot, Museu: here, and 
in ease we are interested in it I suggest to write te Prof, . A. 
Monteverde, in Ghorge, who may send us some material, 
With Prof, 0. I. Litivineff’, ia charge of the herbarium 
ef the Imperial Academy of Sciences I spent e day in lecking over the 
wygdoiue mteria}, I could net sort out this strange 





ledicago media under which neme there are G distinct plants 
*, for Prof, L, is not specialist on Medicages and there is nobody 





else just now in St. FP. who could be called so. Then some of the authen- 
tic specimens of Meci¢cagos were not available owing to repairs meade in 


the building of the Russian herbariun. 
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About this Medicago with blue flewers, paesing under the name 
of MU. coerulea, Prof. OG, thinks 1t is « form of M, falcata and certainly 
no hybrid, for it: occurs on places in north and central Rusela where 
never any NM, sativa was cultivated or could be cultivated! 

YU, media, Persoon, a nitural hybrid between N. falcata and 
Ki. sativa cocurs apparently only in Turcomania, Bast of the Qeteten Sea, 

Are cur Medicage specialists atquainted with the work of 
Prof, Paul Aecherson, Berlin, who, in his book, Synopsis der Mittel~ 
Wuropaischen Tlores, writes 4. faleata and ", gative inte one species, 





Nedicas® uoarocarpa, with munerous varieties. Prof. L.'s opinion was 
that this will be only a tesoerary arrongementé and is bound te break 
up again, 

In northern Mougolia and eastern Siberia there occurs an 


interesting wild almond, Agredalue pedunculata. 





Pall. which my be 

e 
yaluahle peorhave in lyfbridie¢-tioa exceriments with real slmonds and 
with peaches, 





omine very close 








tan, seen also of promise as stocks and for hybridization purpeses, 


It is a great pity so little attention is being 





Ruaslen botanists to the practical 





economic value of such wild frauite 
ev forage plents., They look astonished aud with big eyes at one who 


aske them ebout cul ture. 





, Possibilities of certain plents and in «heir 


hearts they seem to pity the man whe dares to be so confoundedly 
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The ¢eed exhibition which was held here in St, P. the 
first two weeke of Februari, 1912, wea a rather quiet affair. Theres 


were several imteresine exhibits, but in genersl one could see that 





not much preparation had been mada, and the catalogues published were 
Simply frands; muubers end lecelities being wildly mixed wm. 

The Finnisk section, the not lerge, was the most interosting. 
There one saw new roces of turnips, of garden- and ef field~peas, of oats, 
of barleyg, of potatoes and of rye and vetches, Some interesting hybrids 
there were of Hordeum Steudeli + x H, trifureatum Sx Hanna x seceritum 
% trifurcatum entire new races being developed. 

The selection wrk et the Avriculturai Expt. Sta. at Suomi, 
Finland, hoe resulted in creating extraordinarily large vorieties of 
Pisuu arvense; fo, 65 wae 3 times the sige of the ordinary field yea. 
I sugeest to Mr, Vinall te get in corresponienes with these people there. 
Prom thet same station there were also new Oats exhibited, 
Woi 126 especially being remarkably large. 

Dr. & Holmberg, Heleingfors, finland, exiébited improved 
streias of Swedish turnips and Yetches, {I understand he also aells some 
ef his producta, 

the Agricultural Expt, Sta, at Boye, finland, had some fine 
barleya and rye, 

On amp I noticed the interesting facts that coing from the 
south of Pinlend to the Morth, wheat drops our first, then comes 





ackwheat, then Oats, cOllewed by Bye, and last of all Barley holds out. 
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The Polish exhibit was also interesting, the not as scientific 
aa the Finnich one; the min features were some horticultural exhibits and 
some fine heads of various wheats and barlepes. 

then there were seed collections of Turkestan, of the Kherson 
Aerie, Society, of the Exaterinelaw Agric. Socy, (this last mostly 


American and Menchurien seeda) and a namber of omall exhibits frem pri# 





vate people, From Auerica thers was a fote of Burberk, some overcelored 


prints of his pi 





jumoo ts, peaches and other new oveetions; « few heads 
of Vinnesota wheats end come emall slees tubes with secede of American 
weeds and cultiveted clants. I waierstend « gentlemen from the Rusalan 
Department of Acriculture had lent them. The moct interesting part of 
the whole exhibition was the meeting of various agronmists and others, 
like Messrs, Bogdan, Yoetkeff, Budvin, Stet, Tolaikoff, md a eood 
mny other@ whom I had met before at their own etations, The question 
case up, why do Syaloffs Oats succeed so vell in Se. Russia and why are 


his fine wheats eich failures there? Mr. Stebut * 





ent that we do not 
know anything about the physidlosies! differences of our various 
cultivated plants ond hovete study more before we oan cive a satisfactory 
snewer, And in principle we all screed te that, for wheat originally 
aane from a dry country, while vate aye Supposed © be notive to cool, 
mounteinous regiom@ and new in practice one ebaerves Just the reverse 





t ebtcined Out Little seed at this exhibition, which was due 
to veveral causes, In the “innieh exhibit and at the Folish one also 
mothing was given away ond the other exhibite had nothing new to 
offer, ad then my interpreter is not quite up to the task of getting 
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anythin: quistly or deelins real diplomatically with verious people, 
I sumpose however that these few addresses I horewi ta have given may 
enable our sveGialists te establish connections, 

| I am enclosing herewith 5 newspaper clippings. This one on 





ber by Mr. J. J, Ostromysslonskt 
i¢ something most imoortant! Please give ii to Dr. Cook er sone other 
specialist, 

And this Valonia material, what ia it? I suspose gslls that 
live on certein evergreen osk® in Se. Burope, Couldn't we erow it in 
Csliforniat | 

This clipping of wonderful oii, ete. contcins an allusion te 
peemut of], Well, that is very old news to us, To Holland ceveral face 
tories, In Zaandam, are producing mst excellent peamut 911, mich is 
sold readily as * fine culinary of1. nen i lived ag vegetarian, ail 
my food was prevared with it, and after it has been fried with some 
laurel leaves, 1+ has a very pleasing flavor, 

I am aleo in receipt of 2 cards from you, dated both Jan. 

30, 1922, announcing shipments having been received. 1 wonder 4f these 
Quitings and cions from Mr. Mijurin's plents opened up in good condition? 
fhen I wish you would kingly give instructions not to epan 
teil thet comes for wa. As i have no home in Washington, I have directed 
various people to send me their messages c/o Burect. of Plant Incustry, 
for to have it mailed General Delivery is too wisafe. 4 years ace they 
destroyed and sent back mach of my mad, simply because it was at the P.O, 
for a little over 1 mouth, ad that notwithstanding I had written them to 
ae keep all my mail wntil I called, 
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I am also forwarding you some Russian publications, Please 
retein these until I heve arrived, as they have te go to warious people. 

I aleo received Bulletin Mo. 70 of foreign plant introductions, | 
in which wy large cart nas been plotured, It looks rather interesting, 
now thet 16 is all past again, | 

“I eee Prof. Fiper cot quite a tag of treplesl things. what 

a pity the United Stetes does not extend to the Panam Cenal, then we 
surely would find quad plaves for all theese things, Mr, Swinele's notes 
are extremely interesting! I @ eavg bin of having deen co fortunate in 
mecting Dr. Trabut and having seen ol] tne work being dome there in 
Aigevia; ails be a place I want to ese yet ome day! 

Well, end herewith thie lengthiy report is concluded. I¢ 
ili give you some work to cttend to warions requests snd sugeestions 
1 make, but 3 think these mtters ere really worth some extra trouble, 

With bowet of regarde, aleo te 411 in the offige, 
i yemain 

| Youre respectfully, 
PRARK 3. UeyER 
o/o Burem of Plant Industry 
Yeshingten, 00 
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London, Enzland 


April 10, 1922. 


Dear Mr. Fairchild: 
This afternoon I just came back from my second trip to Cambridge. 
A week ago I was there and saw Dr. Augustin ne Henry but Mr. F. Kingdon Ward 
was absent then and just now Dr. Henry is absent again and vr. Ward is there, 
Well, altogether I am not satisfied with the results of interviewing 
these two gentlemen, Dr. Henry confided to me that his interests no longer 
center in China or in things Chinese as he is already for twelve years out 
of the country and hes become interested now in forestry solely, on which 
subject he is a lecturer now in Cambridge and is writing a large book also, 
When I asked him to show me his Chinese notes, he said that he hadn't kept them 
together and even then he wasn't quite sure of all of the things he had written 
down, as of many things he had never had the opportunity of finding out 
their trus scientific names and several things were not even determined 
at Kew, I saw of course that he himself was somewhat embarrassed and I 
would not insist upon him going thro all of his papers, The more as he 
assured me thet he had much on hand with his book on forestry. When I 
wanted to write down the names of good varieties of fruits he had come im: 
oohtact with, he informed me, that to his great sorrow he had not made 
notes of such things, as nobody in England seemed to have any interest in 
these matters and from Kew he never had received the slightest intimikations 
to make enquires about economic things in general. He stated, that in case 
he hed to do things over again, he would get at it in a different way, trying 


then to find out more about cultivated plants, He assured me, that Mr. 








MIE pl ia 
‘ ‘i Vea 
Svcl | 

conn IML tt gobs 

rae th ee cee - ae a f P ve. 

AIRE (OL Lise Us pd yo 
4 Beh ote aR: oP - $ * gh i f IG Pe eT ba ii ats bere ; ‘. 
f is 
a ah BD os 


thindentot ott mae 


ete 


9 ds rs 


onbetnt at abet heoens eet : pert tne eno » taut r sonata eid? 


bral sebynia at th dud hpekagl et atts a wae “baa erent ea I oge ‘leew A } 
4s OTS: td at broil oil bre nba sasede at uel ae wom ‘ext ban boas dneeds eaw 
" pad ib 
gebweryretat ‘0 ed iueer ett ai tw Dortsivee ‘Soa mm ‘noddegoda valor” 


‘ee 


Ris ond om ad taorednt sid tata ox of bobituos ie 0 “onotdn03 ows osedd 


$00 Bey viens - x0? 2 eben a edt as 2 eoestad Bye af “0 > atk Leeland 





oxeeld Seceat bad od todd Sins od <bevea sacked ay ant wots OF hid heuee T nodW 
weeotne tet ‘a saat odd to ffs 40 oat ofivd S*aaaw of mode ove bis. ‘roitsego9 
ee ae Ce ee en ey eee | awob 
beatersotéh ‘weve tou eter’ ‘ennbdd ‘fexveve2 bua eoman oltidsolon aerté “thorid 
t bus beesstindes tedwonoe sew tLeemid ef tedd eetwoo To wae Lo dwet ts 
af wg etom elt yetecaq afd to Lfa°outd gefos mtd moqu detent fon bisow 
I wed’ syrdecto? oo dood-eld Webw brad ao doum bad of dad on Bornean | 
ant enoo bad od ettint’ te eefteliey boog to women edd awob etiw od botnaw 
aban tom bail ef wOrIs teow sid oF dadd jem bemotnt od ,ltiw toettoo 3 
nt deoxredni yne ever od beorwos bmalaad mt yhodon as segekds dove to veto : 


Bet 
er 


ancisabinisnt teodigtte odd bevieocs bad xever ed well sovt ban exottan evodt oe 

caso ot tait ,bodede oH .leveneg at eguidd otmonose toda ‘Bortkupae aden oe 4 

abet? ,yow dnoweith at 98 te doy biuow ed yatage reve sgutdd ob 08 bad of 
tM todd yon bores of sednalg bedavitive duoda erom duo bat? ° 







1574 


Sileon would be « much betvcor man than he hiueelf, to supply us with 
information about localities and plants of Central China, especially so 
since he, (Dr. Heury) allowed Mr, “ilson to employ the best collectors 


he hed been able to train and it was especially, thanks to these native 


—@ollectors, that Mr. “ilson had made such a success of wis work. le gave 


me some addresses of people in England he thought I might wish to see and 
i hunted up some and hope to see sone others still, 

itr. ©, Kingdon Ward is another type of man. Quite young yet, about 
26 years, and is more interested in exploration work for the love of it 
itself end for strictly botanical reasons, than for the practical outcone 
of the whole, About propggstion he has not bothered himself much; he 
states, that when he sends in things, others have to leok at that part of 
the work, He is mainly interested in alpines and herbaceous plants but 
takes also a fancy to rhododendrons and other alpine shrubs, He is of a 
rather non-communicative nature end feels here in England as much at 
home as a fish out of the water, but of course, having been out for 5 
years at one stretch, one vannot imagine a man feeling hone straight 
away in sueh a small country as Englend is, His intentions are now to 
go out again in January 1915 im employ of Yr. Bally at Liverpool and 
eollect especially rhedodendrons and alpines in Western Yunnan and S&S. 4, 
Tibet where there are mmberless valleys and plateaus, where in most cases 
no whites have been before and are therefore virgin fields, which seens 
always to be such an attraction to an explorer. I told him that we are 
willing to buy from him such plante as he thinks are of economic interest 
to us and I asked him especially.te pay our Department in Washington a 
vieit and see the scope of our work, I am not sure that he will come, 


however’. 
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On Tuesda , April 2, 1 spent the day in going to Veitche's 
nurseries at Coombe “oods near Kingston, I found that many of ‘ilson's 
introductions had grown considerably, but « meny of them do not become 
handsomer es they get older and I may say that I am afraid thet several 
of these things will drop out of cultivation after e few years. Espec- 
fally some of these evergreen Viburnums look far from handsome, covered 


as they are with soot. The most interesting thing they have just now at 


Goombe Woods, is the female Achinidia chinensis which has fruited last year. 


Much of the later shipments from Wilson haven't been determined yet and 
my guide could not very well give me information about these things. The 
little bit of stuff that Mr, rurdon has been collecting seemed very common 
and I hear that they are not satisfied with his finds! Well, whet else 
could one expeot., Prof. Sargent still thinks that North China is « 
geld mine for new plants and it was he mostly, who got Purdon out to 
these regions. These Coombe Woods nurseries are reelly wonderful, not 
only that they are extremely picturesquely situated, but they alse con- 
tein a remarkably fine collection of rare trees and shrubs, Of the rare 
Western Chinese Magnolia delevayi they eve perpaps the largest specimens 
in Europe; the dwarf evergreen Viburnum datas seems a real acquisition 
and so is Osmanthus armaba, also evergreen and from liestern China. 
Camellia cuspidata and Arbutus unedo Croomi remain out in the open the 


year around and the rare evergreen Lonicera nitide, of very dwarfed habits, 


’ {8 coming in favour in England as a new lining plant. The deciduous 


shrubs and trees were just beginning to show signs of life but it was too 


early to say anything about then, 
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On Wednesday, April 3, 1 went to Kew and saw the Ass't Director 
there and some gentlemen in the herbarium, i got your not te the Dire 
ecotor re, my mail being sent, ir. T. Ps Roosa, New York City and Dr, 
Henry aleo gave me vour letter to him, re this same subject, dated Jan. 31, 
1912, 

Well, you know Kew so well, that I need not say much about it. The 
Chinese material is much scattered there and one could wander about for 
several days before finding it all. One is struck however, with the 
remarkable hardiness here in England of so many Central Sninese plents 
and with their shrdking beauty. Prunus trileba and Gfouble flowering 
peaches were just in full bloom and Western Chinese Rhododendrons are 
going to make a fine show. Ina greenhouse I saw Vitis Henryane as an 
ornamental climber and with it white«veined leaves it certainly is an 
attractive new vine. 

I was informed at Kew that they would like to see my photo's 
published, the Kew Bulletin would even gladly obtain some of them, with 
short deseriptions, I will have a talk with you about this, when onee back, 

I hope to leave now next Saturday for Southampton and by about the 
22 of April I may be in Washington, My health has improved a good deal 
of late, I haven't had any real fever atiacks since I left Riga, but some 
days I was strangely tired and my hearing got to be bad from the use of 
the quinine, so I am leaving off now with it. I suppose a few month's 
will pass yet, before I em entirely my old self agein, Well, one has to 
take such matters simply as they come; it is a stroke of bad luck and 
every one of us gets something once in a while, 

Trusting to see you all back in good health and spirits, I remain, 


Wr. Fairchild, 


ts Yours respectfully, 
re (8) Frank §. Meyer ory 
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London, England 
March 30, 1912, 
POST CARD 
Dear lir. Fairchild: 

After a short visit to my parents in Amsterdam, whieh I wouldn't 
have done, hadn't I been urged by my relatives on account of the sad state 
of health of my dear mother, I am now in this enormous city. I will pro- 
ceed after a day or two to Cambridge and then I will soon be en route for 
America which I long to reach quickly, My health is not toe good, per~ 
haps the sea voyage will improve it, at least, L hope so, Wish best 
of regerds, also to those in the office, I am, 


Yours sineerely, 
(s) Frank 8, Meyer 


Cunard R.v.8, Mauretania 
| April 18, 1912. 
Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

Last Tuesday (April 9th) I wrote you a report on my visits to Dr, 
Augustine Henry and Mr. “, Kingdon Werd at Cambridge. I am not sure 
whether thet letter went by the Titanic the next day or whether it did 
not. Well, in case it went it is now at the bottom of the sea, as we 
got a wireless message that this splendid new boat went down with the 
majority of ite passengers and crew, ‘%e all here are under the influence 
of that terrible accident and we ourselves almost came in collision yes- 
terday with another boat as we had a dense low fog hanging all around, 


This boat suffers much from the continuous vibration and ea man cannot 
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write at times at ali, so please don't look at bhis soribble with a 
magnifying glass. 

I em very anxious now to see you and talk about 10] things. iy 
health is on the improve all the time, but I still have to be quite 
cereful with my food, I wonder where I am going to stay in Americanto 
recuperate entirely. 

I will see Mr. Roosa at once in New York, as I got the messages 
you wrote Dr. Henry and the Director of Kew Gardens, re calling on him 
for letters and instructions, 

Well, Mr. Fairchild, let me say then, “auf uredersehen” 


Yours very sincerely, 
(3) Frank 4S, Meyer 


Washington, “, 0, 


April 30, 1912 


Dear Mp, Fairehild! 
Herwith I am submitting to you my accounts for the past quarter, 


January-lareh, 1912, Would you kindly turn them over to those who are 


din charge of these matters? 


_ I em somewhat behind in time, and this is due to I having been 
unwell so much of late, and also that hy beggage was not delivered thro 
some misunderstandings at the shipping offices in Riga, and in New York. 

frusting these accompanying sheets do not need any further, ex« 
planation, I an, , 


Yours respectfully, 


(s) Frank WN. Meyer 
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Washington, ,°, 


Dear Mr, Fairchiid: 

Herewith please find my Itinerary Report for the month of April 
1912, and my Accounts for the period from April lst, to April 19, th, 
1912, (inclusive). 

All my accounts cannot be settled for the present, as + have pai 
out several amounts of money, for which I haven't obtained receipts as 
yet. Here are a few ttems: In September 1911, I ordered a few pounds 
of Siberian crabapple seed in Barnaonl and paid 2 Roubles down, up to 
the present no seeds and no bills have been sent as yet. 

On February 26, 1912, I sent a money order @or 120.00 Roubles 
to lr, &G, 2, Miroshnikeff in Semipalantinsk, Siberia, as paymend for 
2 pounds of wild Medicago falcata seeds. We haven't received these 
seeds as yet, and no bill either, altho’ Mr. Mireshnikeff acknowledged 
my money order and was sending off these seeds, 

On Merch 19, 1912, I sent the American Consul in Riga 25,00 
Roubles as part payment on freight for these wild alfalfa seeds, I 
haven't heard anything more about it, 

I also expect some minor settlements yet, and I suggest that my 
accounts are not absolutely closed, until these various matters have 
been settled, 

In case you have something to tell me re these matters, I will 
be glad to see you. 


Respectfully yours, 


(s) Frank Meyer 
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office, 


Mey 17,1912 


Dear Mr» Fairchild; 

In case another edition of my Bulletin on Sninese fruits should 
be published couldn't we insert that chapter on lotus seeds in it, It 
will add but a few peges and will make it more complete, 


Yours sineere y 
(s) Prenk 5, Meyer 


Wash) ngton, v, G ® 


Bay 27, 1912 


Dear Mr. ‘eirehild: 
One of my most important letters on the Yediecage situation, dated 
December 10th, 1911, and mostly releting to my visit to wr. ", 5, Bogdan 
at Krassny Koot, Russia, has been missing for some time and seer that it 
has been found having lain on Mr, Oakley's desk for about three months I 
notice that the importent requeste I made to send Mir, Bogdan sone literature 
in return for ten pounds of Medicago faleata seed which he kindly gave 
have not even been attended to, fhis is particularly unfortunate as Mr, 
| Segden. conplained also of Professor Hansen's way to forget him. 
In connection with this I made inquiries in the file room and found 


that letters, instead of being recorded straight away upon their receipt, 






often wander about for some time until after their contents have been noted 


and attended to by various people, and after that at last they come to the 
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files and are recorded, 

Couldn't we ineugurate the plan of heving all letters recorded 
immedietely upon their receipt and after that to have them sent around? 
It would minimise the danger very much of heving some important message 
lost. 

Trusting to hear from you about these problems, I remain, 


Very sincerely yours, 


(s) Frank N, Meyer 


Agricultural Explorer 


Office 
May 27,1912 
Dear Mr, Bisset; 
In regard to the name for this semi-double rose from North China, 
which may be Rosa spinosissima, I propose the name “Peking Yellow", what 
do you think of that? 


Yours faithfully, 


(s) Frank U.Meyer 
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Dear “r, Fairchild: 

Herewith I wish to see put on record thet + personally object in 
heaving anything called after me. Mr. Burbank called @ spineless Opuntia 
which I discovered in Mamico efter me, and Mr, Marlatt named a pernicious 
insect Aspidiotus “oyeri, Now I hear again that lir., Sliver calls the 

semi-double rese from North China “Meyer's Yellow", 
| Well, I am not a bit pleased to have anything bear my name and 
should this question come up while [ am away, | wish you would kindly 
explain my views on these metters. 
Sincerely yours, 


(s) Frank 4, veyer 


fashington, ¥.¢, 
May 26, 1912. 
Dear My, Fairchild: 

Herewith I am sending you a little bulletin on ledicago falcata 
illustrated with six photographs, I may perhaps add a couple more in 
ease they come out all right. 

Will you kindly send this bulletin around for critician and in 
form me later what changes are necessary? 

Very respectfully yours, 


(8s) Frank N, Meyer 
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iashingten, DB. t,. 


dune 14, 1912 


Dear Mr. Fairchild: i 

_ Herewith I am attaching a few sheets on the problem of “Sreeding 
& Hardier Sulla-clover", The subgect is too new to allow any one to say 
much about it, but in my opinion it seems very desirable that someone 
should take up this subject and give the worl new strains of forage 
plants. 


Yours sincerely, 


(s) Frank N, Meyer 


Office 


duly 18, 1912 


Dear Mr, Fairchild: 

While in Kew Gardens this spring I noticed an olive tree growing 
against a wall and having stood apparently all the vicitudes of perhaps 
a twenty years of English climate, Do you think some one in our Depart- 
ment would be interested in getting outtings of this tree? Its name is 
Olea europaea var conditiva. 


Yours sincerely, 


(s) Frank N.Meyer 


GCOGL % 


Soa f 


rm ad gMOT >, oO gh: 


“SOL Mf enw’ 


“r yo bap iin 
; | ? sobidortat vt : ane 
we hell of sae 
agreed ‘te menor re no edeede wel 2  waigaabia m3 apy fiero” 


th wewmga: * tate Yerwet nee fey eae ad, Fee iy fy Pf to 
ae od ‘on we wollte eo one baer: at soohdue owaltud 4 nao a 


ae Ta i Mag Viee ae Pa CF oe 3 sec ig bs y Ph see" ee hes rms dae ; 
‘enoenme “Gna oldexteeb ver ameoa JL SO si « ak igo or ‘doom 


Kr ne a sage iy of » La wi “fie i oe eporigy, Lieda 
‘wgeut so ponte ona ‘Toone esd evk a a0 ads qi "eike 'y 
we alae awce dF i, bawth tae 4 Ct ae ab nergre? : ante kd toga tae Sees 
t ; va Rr TM ee 


ie toy «fered ants? oe! a, BOOe eldsoh~ Paws 


pileteonta B'SuO 
he ome Gt Gaed guistyie ete at: bounaie Sic eo Tom pe 7 yi tee 


jiimin Saco eyous, af trex (8). ; wi esw yey Bion LOE GM Cag oiade Bixee, - 


gBoOd sac Cael BO VY YR whales 
welt nswey ylotwense | 
ster .8f ylwkey .! next. ta) 
ae a ee, | ‘ingedontst at ant 
aniworg, eet evie aa beskton 1 gatigs eld? enobuel wok of oltdl Ra 
eqedte to aobudtoly end [1a yidnexuggs boose guivad, baa, Liaw. a gentepe 
~draget "me sit eat noe saktt: soy OM; sepantlo daiignd 20, cugey,yinews @ 


ter vcipeate ates eget 


at suam. sti. teow wld, to agattawe, galdisy, ah besearetat od binow snap 


_ -Suddtbape ze, sgoaorue gof9 | 





ke me date ve wh WARMER, AOL bd boa ylhadst won The 


‘hanes le eee Paha sod i$ em 10% 
ott : a i) : fas om sete? 
ote oh Loe cngeaes yey ‘! { We as 


ss 


Siig : Siang 
net 4h sew (a) 





#. 
a 
aa * A 


Office 
duly $1, 1912 
Dear “{ssAustin: 

In regard to 5.P, I, No, 28264, my number 785, which was published 
as unidentified, 1 beg to inform you that Prof, Lipeky of the St. Peters- 
burg Botanical Yarden told me thet it was Acanthophyllum pungens foto 5596. 
I also send in herbarium material, 

Yours faithfully, 


(s) Prank 8, Meyer 


Office 
Avueust 1, 1912 
Dear Mr. Stunts: 

After having gone thro the galley proof of Ur, Oliver's proposed 
new bulletin, entitled: "Some New Varieties of Alfalfa for Pastures", I 
am struck with the fact that there has not even once been made mention 
how some of these new forma of alfalfas behaved when being submitted to 
gone severe tests of being browsed up on by cattle and sheep for certain 
lengths of time, Such tests ought to be made before announcing to the 
world that pasture-forms have been created. However, if such field tests 
cannot be made then the title of the bulletin should be chenged so as not 
to state a fact which has not been proven, 

I also notice that a very large amount of space has been given to 
the description of the many crosses that Mr, Oliver made. These des« 
eriptions, tho of interest to plant-breeders in general, aremore or less 
out of place in e bulletin of this nature and they ought to be consider~ 
ably condensed and several could even be omitted. 


Then after seeing the nemes mentioned of these various Medicagos 
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the question naturally coves to one's mind whether all these various forms 
have been identified by a coupetent botenist. I do not see any reference 
made to this facet and since the genus Medicego is such a difficult one 

end since there is so much confusion abroad about it I certainly suggest 


to have a qualified botanist go over all of the material thet Mr. Cliver 


has been using in these experiments and a paragraph ought to be inserted 


in this bulletin giving credit and responsibility to such a botanist. 

I suggest the words pure and typical rather then genuine or straight 
wherever mention is being made as regards typical or pure forms of species. 
Thanking you for your kindness in giving me an oppoebunity in 

looking over this proof, 1 remain, 


Yours sineerely, 
(s) Frank N, Meyer 


Office 
August 8, 1912, 
Year Mir, Fairehild: 
Please find attached wy attempt to produce a short article on 
exploration work from the explorer's and collector's own point of view, 
Yours sincerely, 


(s) Frank N. Meyer 
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Office 


August 12, 1912 


Dear Vr. Fairchild: 

Berewith I em submitting to you o list of trees and shrubs thet I 
think will thrive in North Dekota, There are probably several more species 
that will do well, but we will come across such bye and bye, I also added 
sone suggestions which may ediitesg fot valve in connection with this work. 


Hardy ornamental trees 





Acer ginnale (good for windbreaks) 
" negundo (northern & Rocky Mountain types) 
“ ‘teabaricum (can be planted in gullies to present erosion) 
Alnus glutinosa (for damp places) 
Betula Eraenni 
" verrucosa latifolia (a fuel tree for éry plains) 
Fraseinus americana (northern forms) 
, mnandshurica 
Lerix dehurica (important lumber tree) 
" Laricina 
P stitrtce (important lumber tree, loves cool situations) 
Populus alba (northern forms) 
"  angulata 
“  balsemifera 
. r suaveolens 
“  sertinensis 
“  deltoridea 


* laurifolie 

















wieyciaings 


Deere 
Sa 


afane of manne ysslann 


stet. at “souguh Bs 
Seth eis » den oh ft »vteheated daateqree-« te Pret Lede nnd ovad My. 


heh uae tt worse vce veal’ li iy oe ‘ fr a a 
sbikdorts’ green 

| ihe etubs doom oo wh overt! ete baa 

tr darts edule Ca wneut te ‘anne a Hoy oe pty Poy pert me I déiwexel 
fee ' the vero eh kednotod bell etanp: a wed che 
goloage eto , Leroves videdor win orodll vated al ddr0l tl eviadd {Liv ankdd 
rei ta BR Pee ae HL RR ae. Re erent peek: ice, 
bebbs cele I tet baa eed ows eno7os emoo fits ow dud Liew ob meee 
esate ri; 2 AOE 0: te aay ies Wes wes ged Zoe. ae be’ eh ute 
»wrow ‘eis bbe noksneanoo ab ‘oulee ro\uldadorg ‘yom sotstw po gi 
“a: » ee ah aided i be 7 sbuew ot? Ceemgue 2 


_. Lagronarte 


i: ae 











xo (ee es Par eres malta a 
(esponsbie 202 boo} 
eee tasavol ioo8 Pi ‘asetsron) baygen ae 
> > + Ror adel ve Wr ie 
(no keote gory 3 ot setting nd betasly ed nse) pry . Ye 


(antelg yuh “ot oett Levt s) ailotivel 


(acto? «teddsom) 


fees wedasl Sued toqee | ' ay 
e wcolwer oF dqrede ga Wedegtwe bed i 
“(snot au 18 fooe novel oes toda l 6 


ay : & iF Ke & Gi mer? ny Ee ff Asya)! et “eens 


es Spy ~~ 
en eek im 
. ie. ‘ al . 2 oiled <at . 
= + / > 5 ry ee 
ee a a J x } ‘ Psi sabia a Se mn is aig IP) aR 
, : Wie! saa ete ate 
pe ain i eee ye FG 


i 
yh 
ae 








i587 


Populus Petroswkiona 
s tremula 
i tremuloides 
. @ebeatii 
Prumas padus cibiriea (Pine for ornament around the house) 
* pennsylveniea (northern forms) 
Salix acutifolia 
* alba 
* ftyragilia 


* Yoronesh 
{lia cordate (Stands «48° fF, at Ghobarowsk, 1b, foto 5239, 


SFI 20290, 20291) 





Uleus cmericsna (Northern forms) 
* effuss 
* womila (SPT 22978, fotos S173, 5176) 


Anygdalus nena (Stends ~40° Fehr. foto 5793) 
Artemisia abrotanum 
. ® tebelskianun 
Berberta heteropodea (Tall shrub, good for windbresks) 
« wolenrie (Northern forme) 
Caragena arborescens (Tine hedge mteriol) 
| * frubtescens (Very hardy, cood for windbresica) 
" jubata (Semarksably hardy, goed for windswept Bs 
Cornus elba ei berica 
* stolonifera 








a on - Ore oe”, ie. ee 3. by AGF, pt 1. ae ee 
‘ Se ete Se PEEP, aha 













4 ae | epee ee 
SoMa tag <5 
4) as 
> hee ye 
Ys ‘ 
ay PPR 
weg + on 
P ‘ : ; 
« 
- y 
te ys 
ar Bry Hah 
4 
; 
is Se ee ee, ae te aed Puy hae 
yes Ree Lee BES AS 





BE: 
i we ohare ta", ule ac 
ie a ons $ jacmenant i) e an 


oh FO Rifas, ea * td slnibinbestcdanesid ial So Oe eRs * abee Tne UPN MR IR re = eNO 
a Aa tall lel “mise cytlierente day 2 4 rv alate salesmen: ciaeastsiaaee ie A : 






ape ging Dy Lig) dhe 
4 Tae ie, RP ie) ah 


ad 


Pe) ee ot & 


pi ae nd sae Sis 108 







ay ‘ cSeaege a-sat ) # BE 


(arse errs odo signe 


a ‘ +s * 
c aire cd gagey 1 ie oder bi > «@ er Ys inched - 
: a Pee Homme we", Pe, ie \: + 
a Gus M a COP ecice eet SUD EaAS 4 A ah 








1588 


Cotonesster acutifelia 
Crataegus oxycanthe sibirica (Good for hedges and windbreaks) 


" sanguinea (eo # 2 4 ‘ 
SPI meant 20106, fotos 5229,5230 


Fleagnuus angustifolia (Northern forms)(Does well in sandy soils. 
Many fotos) 


* argentea 
Euoniaus europaeus (Siberian form) 
a” verrucosa 


Hippephaé rhamnoides (fine for hedges and windbreaks in sandy and 
sterile seiis) 


Lonicera bella (Ornamental bushes around the home) 


# flava a a a it " 
a gleuca 8 be # # i) 
* hirsuta " . - NT in Sh alin 
® Hengied " # 6 "(fotos 5181, 5182) 
* orrowi . * - * 
* gblengifolia * " " . . 
* ibiviaa * * ‘+ * 
8 soinosa cd 4 * # Es 
a tatarica a a s it 
" trifida a i * 8 


Physocarpus opulifolia (Good for hedges and low windbreaks) 
Potentille fruticosa 
Ptelea trifoliata 
Rhames alnifolia 
“ eathartiea (2 fine hedge plant) 
# davurica ( o 8 n w) 
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. infectoria 
Rosa Kenlechotican (Very hardy, of lew crowth) 
* pugesa 
* many other species to be tested 
Sambucus canadensis 
, nigra 
“ racemosa (Beautiful scarlet berries) SPT 20114 





phordia argentea (Pine for windbreaks and low hedges) 

"  ¢anadensis " 3 . sik ill 
Serbaria sorbifolia (Very ornamental when cut to the ground every year) 
Spiraea arguta 

4 Billardieri 

" wan Houtted 
Symphoricarpus occidentalis (low hedce plant) 

* orbiculstus 

i recemosus = {'* . ) | 
Syringa smurensis (Stands ~45° ¥, in Ghaberowsk, Sib. fete 5240, SPI 
| 20824, 22608) 
"  ¢hinensis 
* Rano dh. 
Md japonica 
a josikaea 
% villosa 
# volgeris 


Tamarix Pallasii (Good for sandy and alkaline wostes) 
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Viburnum dentataum 
* lentena 
* lentege 
® epulus (Very ornamental when in fruit) 


5 “" sterilis (a fine flowering shrub) 


Actinidla kolomicta (On sheltered places) fotos 5184, 5185 
Ampelopsisa quinquefolie (Various foras) 
Celastrus articulatua (fall climber for covering up bie tree stumps 


or chimmey stacks) 
# gecandens 





SPI 18271,18561,20180, 22016) 
Menispermum cenadense 
, davuricum (Pine as a porch vine, fote 5787) 





Schizendra chinensis (SPI 19602, 2036. 

Solanum dulcemare var. persicum (withstands “40° Fahr.,near Tomsk, 
| Siberia, SPI 32232, fete 5794) 

Vitis avurensis 


sd riparia 


Juniperus sabina (Siberian form) SPI 32236, fotos 5802, 5803) 
® geonulorum (from the Bad Lends of MN. Dek, Prof, Waldrom at Farge, 
W.D. has some already) 
Picea alba 
" Pagelmannt 
* excelsa 
" nigra 
* pungens 


. Lyecium chinense (2xcellent to cover up unsightly spotea~ Fotos 5186/5157, 


Zz Dg 
- e vet § soy 


sO aoe acto PT aa ae re phe 
eR ae: £5 a ot ae ge pel eu 





(Stent of note Ldeiindinh pe wwe eon 


sey" ‘of it oe OF, to ponrs ware wai 4 
(darttla gn taew yeah a) BiEbrese #8 






o) 


ebagmhonsc | nionainat aie 





egurtes sett etd qt gicerge 10% wale tian) eo 















pms ap ee 16 


ee pe Ee f? wes ae hee ae) nse . ae * 
ae Ft % Bee & eS TET a rw 8 ti os Ph fe or d Phy, 5, ty EM fe 38 ni ae ae Ta iat 8 rf 


Wesegaese gotot ~etoqe ete steal qtr vero od tuat tos) 
(af0e8, 06108, (Ba6l Test Ie 


(S8T2 efor gue donq 2 a8 — 
" iseos +80 ; eer : 
Cra 


temo? sees, tet Ob eitaaiee ware ber 


(20% ofo% ,SESES ITB, abaedte . memanid 


SEER uh cing at's ae ee nN de vs ee » 
GRAS AGS gh Lee gi MME Ee Nae Bhrese] 23 


sOptak de torhie® ,Rord ,aed W ko ined hott cuit a m 
(yoaetfe eaoa end Ae 


aed , ia i Fy mn 
eabaow eakiet le baw hews. % ob 
; u a *S ” » ; 


1591 


Pinus cembra sibirica (Much hardier than the Buropean forus, muts edi- 


ble. See fotes 5760, S761 , 8762, 5763) 


Aivaricate 


montana 





" Strubue (Northern forms) 


sylvestris (Zep. the forms from 


We, Buesia and Siberia, fotosS766-7) 





Trmya oceidentalie (northern ferms) Pine for avergreoh hedces 


am@lanchier volgeria (Ie 





mroved northern forme) See fete S792 





Malus beceate (in its memy forms) fotes 5789, 8790,5403) 


_# 


prunifolia (several types) 


Prunus americana 


# 


a" 





Pg re had withstands 40°) 
22664—5 ) 





demisean (fotes wien) 


glandulosa (See specimens tr. Pairchild has on his place) 
insititia 
nigra (One of the world's hardi«st plums) 
womble (The welleknow: western sand~cherry) 
« var. Bosseyt 


Hibes alpinum (of low,dense growth, goog as a lining along pathways 


_ 








in vegeteble gordena) 





eureum (succeeds well on sandy lands,very hardy. 5?P132667,from 
Biebersteink 
nigrum (Siberian forma) 


ir, Wi jurin) 
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gaxatile 
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Rubus idaeuws (Succeeds better on northern exposures than facing South* 
4 various species from Northern local ities, 
Sorbus americana, 
® ancuperia (The awest-fruited varieties supsly good preserves) 
* intermedia 
“ thienshenica (withstands censiderable shade) 


" gp. Verlous hardy ep. sent im under Yo, 20110,51283,31691 (and 
32666, Mijurints) 





names than to localities where 





the mterial actually grew. Yor instance, a tres or shrub kuown te 
come from a region with a very uncongenial climate, even tho bearing a 
welleknown name of a plant which is supposed not to be hardy, may prove 
to be a perfectly hardy variety, and werth all the extra efferts spent 
on ite care and propagation. 

Yer a country like North Dakota, with « climete that is 
very hard on plant life, 1% is lecelity origin and that only that makes 
@ plant @ success or a fei lure. 

Gall on the gardens at Amos, Ya.,; Brendon, Meniteba; Indian 
Head N, W, Territory; Grockings, 5S, D. end Ottawa, Ont, for hardy plant 
material, UZxplore alee the Bed Lands of both the Daketas ond the Black 
Hills of 8,Dek, te see what Bature herself hes to offer in the lines of 
treea, shrubs and herbs. 

When receiving material intended for North Deketa, de not 
wake the mistake of growing it at Yarrow or Chice with their tropical 
summers, for fungi, moulds and the climate itselfuill play hevec with 
the stuff. | 
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Witness Hansen's new hybrid cherries being practically 


exterminated on Mr, Fairchild's place. 


Establish a emall, permanent arboretum with this North 
Dakota project, laid out im on attractive style and where from 1 « 3 
specimens of each species or variety sre being kept, so as to afford 
material for study and comparisen all the time, 
& gevd and plant exchange might be established with Botanical 
Gardens in the northernmost tlaces of Burasia, 
Yours sincerely, 


PRANK WN, MEYRR 





Aug. 12, 1912 
Mr. Fairohild: | 
I an sending you herewith some suggestions for "Breeding a 
Hardier Sulle-clover," Medysarum coronsrium, with 12 photographs, 


PRANK HN, MEYER 
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